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EDITORIAL 

Financing Terrorism – A New Challenge 

Ideologies, smart operatives, well-thought planning and accurate 

execution of terrorist attacks will fall short of a „mission – 

accomplished‟ jubilant cry if the whole scheme is not supported with 

ample and unhindered flow of money. Money makes the mare go. To 

counter terrorism, the world community and law-enforcers have been 

looking and trying a variety of strategies and tactics, ranging from hot-

pursuit to soft and smart policing and de-radicalization programmes to 

save the future generationsfrom slipping into the hands of militants if we 

have already lost some of our people. One of the elementsof almost all 

the Counter-Terror policies is to cut and chop the financial life-line of 

terroristorganizations. Since terrorism is a serious organized and 

transnational crime and can‟t be tackled byone single agency, giving its 

complex nature and bewildering layering of its various sub-activities 

including financing and elusive mode of transactions. In view of ground 

difficulties in tracing the finances of terrorism, the government has 

assigned the task to a number of agencies in the recent past. Earlier, it 

was the sole domain of Federal Investigative Agency (FIA) to trace and 

probe the Suspicious Transactions as reported by the State Bank of 

Pakistan, though belatedly to the FIA. The State Bank neverdeveloped a 

mechanism itself to monitor the role of commercial banks where such 

Suspicious Transactions happen and where the accounts are often found 

as “closed” after the probe is started by the investigative agency.  

The State Bank recently issued some guidelines to companies 

and banks on maintaining foreign currency accounts which are a belated 

prescription after the disease has spread into all parts of the body with a 



sign of third degree cancer. Daily Dawn in its editorial on February 25, 

2016 has aptly criticized the lethargy, ineptness and lack of political will 

on part of the government in dealing with this aspect of terrorism. It also 

observed,  

“The guidelines themselves are a reminder of another sort, however. 

They remind us of the severe capacity weaknesses that mar all efforts to 

interdict terror-related financial flows in an economy where tax evasion 

is rampant and informal cash transactions are massive. Both of these – 

tax evasion and informality – automatically create the pathways through 

which funds can evade the gaze of the authorities, and also create 

perverse incentives in the financial sector to be more accommodating 

when dealing with the requirements for discretion from some of its high 

net worth clientele. In such an environment, detecting terror-related 

financing naturally becomes nearly impossible through regulatory 

channels alone. The State Bank cannot wage the fight against terror 

financing on its own given this context, and the near absence of any 

framework for cooperation with law enforcement is a key weakness”. 

In addition to Bank accounts there are a number of other ways 

and means of raising funds for militant activities, in which some are 

shrouded in an apparently noble service to the community. This aspect 

of financing terrorism needs more resources and a deeper intelligence-

gathering mechanism within the community. A joint venture is now 

needed by all law-enforcing agencies to counter financing terrorism and 

its seemingly unnoticed channels across the community. Local Police, 

FIA, NAB, CTD and other security agencies need to join hands and put 

heads together to trace the invisible flow of money in this vicious circle 



of terrorism and other organized crimes. Cutting and severing the 

supply-line of terrorist organizations will deprive them of energy and 

sustainability, leading to their organizational atrophy and strangulation. 

However, this needs remarkable brains and professional investigators in 

the law-enforcing agencies who believe in impartiality, scientific 

investigation and commitment.  

Sabah Fasih 
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Examining the services provided to juvenile offenders in 

borstal jail Bahawalpur 

Asif Naveed Ranjha,  

Basharat Hussain, & Rizwan ul Haq 

Abstract 

Juvenile offenders need special attention during their imprisonment 

in jails and borstal institutions. This case study discusses the availability 

and suitability of correctional services for 29 juvenile detainees in the 

Borstal Institution and Juvenile Jail in Bahawalpur. The qualitative nature 

research includes secondary and primary data. Primary data was gathered 

through observation, focus group discussion and interviews. Data was 

gathered from juvenile offenders, jail staff, Social Welfare Officer and non-

government organizations. Borstal Institution Bahawalpur had received 

facility improvements to its interior infrastructure. Educational services 

lack vocational staff. Vocational training services are notably insufficient. 

Health, nutrition, religious education and recreational services are reported 

to be satisfactory. The study suggests the need for enhancement in existing 

services.  

 

Keywords: Juvenile Offenders, Borstal Jail, Correctional Services, 

Juvenile Prisoners         

 

Introduction: 

Juvenile delinquency is a serious issue worldwide (Mahmood & 

Cheema, 2004; Malik & Shirazi, 2010; Pal, 2011) and getting very complex 

while combating measures are limited or missing (Roberson, 2010). When 

a child or a person under the age of 18 years commits any crime or 

performs any antisocial acts, he is generally referred to as a juvenile 

delinquent (Roberson, 2010). This issue related to juveniles would be an 

alarming threat for social and moral values in the near future (Mahmood & 

Cheema, 2004). Malik and Shirazi (2010) discuss juvenile delinquency 

separately in both rural and urban settings. Juveniles get involved in 

various offences often attributed to low education rate, poor economic 

conditions, land disputes, water theft, grouping, child trafficking, extortion 

and money grabbing in rural communities. While in urban areas, 
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particularly in urban centers, young children are often involved in murder 

or attempt to murder, violent robbery, housebreaking, and vehicle theft. It is 

currently very common that teenagers are involved in mobile phone 

snatching. According to Shamim, Batool, Zafar, and Hashmi (2009), 

illiteracy is the major reason for juvenile delinquency, and other factors 

including family disputes and conflicts, crime oriented environment, bad 

company, poor economic conditions and unemployment also contribute to 

this trend. Mahmood and Cheema (2004) add sexual assault, honour killing 

and old enmity as influencing factors of offences. In addition, Javed, Azhar, 

Anwar, and Sohail (2012) had explored improper supervision as a major 

factor leading juveniles towards crimes.             

In case of any kind of crime or offence, young delinquents need 

special treatment when compared to adult offenders. Juveniles are 

considered to be unable to think about good or bad intentions during the 

teenage years. Malik and Shirazi (2010) give the Islamic point of view also 

that children should not be punished like adult offenders. Referencing the 

Holy Prophet (PBUH), it is said that a minor is one of those three 

categories of human beings who could not be considered responsible for 

their actions. Unfortunately, juveniles are not treated in a proper way when 

they commit any offences. It is believed that that young offenders are dealt 

with in a soft way in comparison to adult offenders, but police are reported 

to be more authoritative in cases of juvenile delinquency (Siegel & Welsh, 

2014). Child offenders are arrested and often jailed in many cases.  

Correctional services institutes were initiated during the nineteenth 

century in public-private partnerships in America (Shoemaker, 2013). 

However, keeping young offenders in adult jails creates different problems 

which include their victimization and abuse (Siegel & Welsh, 2014). 

According to Malik and Shirazi (2010), detention of young offenders in 

adult jails makes them hardened criminals. 

There were 90 jails in Pakistan in 2007, with many (i.e. 32) were in 

Punjab Province (Malik & Shirazi, 2010). The situation regarding juvenile 

prisoners is very poor in Pakistan where only two (2) borstal institutions are 

in functioning condition, i.e. one in Faisalabad and the other in 

Bahawalpur. It is a question mark that child offenders are kept in adult jails 

in rest of all areas or if they are detained in Faisalabad or Bahawalpur 
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borstal jails far from their homes. Further, there is no separate jail for 

female juveniles in Pakistan, and they are kept with adult women in adult 

jails. Borstal Jail Bahawalpur was established before the independence of 

Pakistan (Parekh & Qazilbash, 1999). It is unfortunate that Pakistan 

presently lacks considerable scholarly work and research, particularly as it 

relates to juvenile delinquency (Ali, Tanwir, Akram, Raza, & Maan, 2004). 

This absence has created negligible or slow correctional and rehabilitation 

services for juvenile detainees in jails. Also, the effectiveness of the 

provided services has not been routinely measured through research. As a 

result, this research endeavour was created as a systematic effort to fill the 

gap regarding services for juvenile delinquents in borstal jails.  

 

Methods: 

The major aim of this case study is to describe services for prisoners 

in juvenile jails and to identify proposals for proper and better service 

provision. The qualitative research includes discussion on secondary data 

and primary data to highlight and analyse juvenile delinquency with special 

reference to services in the Borstal Jail Bahawalpur. Qualitative data 

include observations about the Borstal Institution and Jail Bahawalpur, 

juvenile prisoners and services for them. Presently, only 29 juvenile 

offenders have been detained in the jail. Data from these juveniles was 

gathered through focus group discussions. Detailed interviews were 

conducted with the jail staff, NGOs engaged in service delivery, and the 

Social Welfare Officer. In summary, a plethora of stakeholders have been 

involved in data gathering about services provided to juveniles prisoners 

and effectiveness of these services i.e., education, health, social, 

recreational, nutrition and rehabilitation services. 

 

Borstal Institution and Jail Bahawalpur: 

Bahawalpur Borstal Institution and Jail is one of only two in the 

Punjab Province, and another is in Faisalabad (United Nations Children's 

Fund, 2006). Society for the Protection of the Rights of the Child (2003) 

reported poor conditions regarding the services of education, health, 

drinking water, sanitation and recreation in the jail. SPARC also disclosed 

the fact of no permanent appointment of doctor in the jail. Practices in 



 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

Asif Naveed Ranjha, Basharat Hussain, &Rizwan ul Haq 

 

4 

borstal jails are also similar to other jails, as both borstal jails and adult jails 

are administered by the Provincial Prison Department (Parekh & Qazilbash, 

1999). United Nations Children's Fund (2006) pointed out the punishment 

of young offenders in the jail. Many juvenile delinquents from other areas 

and regions were also detained in the Borstal Jail Bahawalpur and they face 

hurdles to meet their families (Society for the Protection of the Rights of 

the Child, 2003). Further, families were given limited time to visit their 

children in the borstal jail and are kept separated at distance by prison bars 

(Save the Children UK, 2009). On the other hand, during the visit of the 

Human Rights Watch in 1998, the jail administration claimed that they 

facilitate meetings of juvenile detainees with their families without any 

hurdles (Parekh & Qazilbash, 1999).   

The borstal jail administration has reported that the Deputy 

Commissioner, Session Judge, and Senior Superintendent of Police used to 

visit the institute once in three months as per Borstal Rules (Parekh & 

Qazilbash, 1999). After a few years, United Nations Children's Fund (2006) 

reported that judges and magistrates made regular visits of the borstal jail to 

see juvenile offenders. It remained a satisfactory practice by the concerned 

government authorities to know the conditions of and services provided for 

juveniles in the jail.   

In 1998, during the visit of the Human Rights Watch team to the 

Borstal Jail Bahawalpur, medical facilities included a dispensary (with 

some medicine) and two wards. There were some medicines in the 

dispensary, but only one dispenser instead of qualified doctor (Parekh & 

Qazilbash, 1999). The jail administration explained that the medical officer 

was transferred from the borstal jail some time ago. They justified that the 

rules allow them to shift the juvenile offenders in the Bahawal Victoria 

Hospital (near to the jail) in case of emergency. The borstal jail 

administration claimed services of formal education till class 8
th

 

(Elementary level) and compulsory religious education for the juvenile 

offenders (Parekh & Qazilbash, 1999).  During the visit of Human Rights 

Watch in 1998, there were two school teachers and one religious teacher for 

278 juvenile detainees. Classes were managed in an open barrack and 

children sat on the floor. There was no well managed library. At that time 

Borstal Jail Bahawalpur had vocational training including tailoring, carpet-
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weaving, shoe making, carpentry and gardening (Parekh & Qazilbash, 

1999). The Human Rights Watch team reported few reservations regarding 

the health of children during their vocational trainings working.  

The reduction in juvenile delinquency or its prevention benefits 

both the juvenile and society. Greenwood (2008) stated that most of the 

juvenile offenders become adult criminals if not prevented at early stage, 

and that prevention can save their lives from despair and also reduces 

threats to victims and society. Proper provision of services and 

rehabilitation are the responsibilities of all stakeholders connected to 

juvenile offenders. The stakeholders include government institutions and 

authorities, the social welfare office, NGOs and community residents. Civil 

society and NGOs play a vital role in service delivery for juvenile detainees 

in multiple ways. This is a very positive and constructive community 

service. The critical role of community services cannot be neglected in the 

solution of various social issues including crimes. As far as child offences 

are concerned, community treatment gives the message that the young 

offenders are not harmful to the community and can be readjusted in the 

community (Siegel & Welsh, 2014). Community services could be helpful 

to connect offenders with the community for making these children active 

(Thomas & Hunninen, 2008). Many active NGOs are working for the 

protection of child rights and some of them are also working for juvenile 

delinquents. The prominent NGOs engaged in services for juveniles are 

SPARC, Lawyers for Human Rights and Legal action and Law Associates 

Legal Aid Cell (United Nations Children's Fund, 2006).      

 

Observations: 

Borstal Institution is located in the city area near Fareed Gate and 

the office of the Tehsil Administration City. Security measures were 

observed very tight from outside. Its area within perimeter wall is 13 Acres. 

Building structure seems well maintained having admin block, barracks, 

central tower, hospital, school, library, computer lab, tailoring section, 

mosque, kitchen, godown, main wall and 8 watch towers. All inside places 

are also secured with regular watching by jail staff. Presently, only 29 

juvenile offenders have been accommodated in the institution in 

comparison to more than one hundred jail staff. During the visit of the 



 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

Asif Naveed Ranjha, Basharat Hussain, &Rizwan ul Haq 

 

6 

Human Rights Watch in 1998, there were more than 270 juvenile offenders 

in the jail. The reduction could be due to some factors which include early 

correction and releasing of the offenders, shifting of young offenders in 

juvenile sections of district jails in their respective areas or reduction in 

crime rate. Inmates have been facilitated with iron cots, mattresses, 

blankets, pillows, almirah, tilled washroom, and wash basins. There is a 

kitchen with necessary equipment, dining hall, dining table and chairs and 

water filtration plant. The separate school section was observed with 

classrooms, computer lab, library, benches and desks. The library is well 

equipped with the education related material. All students have same colour 

uniform and bags. Hospital in the institution has 8 bed general ward, one 

bed isolation ward, mini laboratory, dispensary and ambulance. The 

hospital was neat and clean and well managed. Few stitching machines 

were also observed with tags mentioning donation of the Prisoner Welfare 

Organization. Juvenile offenders are provided sports material for football, 

volleyball, badminton, cricket, table tennis and ludo. Juveniles also get 

media entertainment through television. They were observed in morning PT 

parade in proper uniform. The office of the Social Welfare Officer is 

outside the perimeter wall and the officer must go through the checking 

process before meeting with young offenders in the institution. Overall 

inside infrastructure seems improved in comparison to the reports made by 

the Society for the Protection of the Rights of the Child (2003) about poor 

infrastructure of the institution some years ago. The jail staff remain 

attentive and leave no prisoner alone at any place. It was felt that juvenile 

prisoners were hesitant to speak with outsiders and even with other 

offenders in the presence of jail staff. This is an important issue related to 

the interaction of the jail staff with detainees which needs to be addressed. 

 

Services for Juvenile Prisoners: 

Correctional services include various components for rehabilitation 

of juvenile offenders (Sickmund & Puzzanchera, 2014). The Punjab Borstal 

Schools Act and Rules provided that juveniles should be facilitated with 

reasonable accommodation, sanitation, clean drinking water, proper food, 

clothing, education, health and industrial training (United Nations 

Children's Fund, 2006). Tufail, Feeny, and Wernham (2004) also 
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emphasize on provision of education, physical health, proper diet, technical 

skills, other necessities (clothing, blanket, and mattress) recreation and 

rehabilitation services for juvenile prisoners. Siegel and Welsh (2014) add 

visitation, guidance, regular supervision and reading services for young 

offenders in jails. Sajid (2009) criticizes rehabilitation and correctional 

services in existing borstal institutions in Punjab. He argues that these 

institutions fail to rehabilitate and readjust the young offenders as Borstal 

legislation guides. Further, he mentions that borstal institutions are 

overcrowded, lack sector inspectors to deal with juveniles, lack recreational 

services have no formal education services and have no proper health 

facilities for young offenders. As discussed earlier, many improvements 

were observed in the Borstal Institute and Jail Bahawalpur regarding 

various services for young prisoners.     

 

Education 

A separate school with classroom, library and computer lab was 

observed, which was in good neat, and clean condition. During an 

interview, one of the jail authorities claimed that regular classes of formal 

education were in place for juvenile offenders from primary to 

matriculation (10
th

 class). Further probing explored that there was only one 

teacher for all grade studies in that school and he was a jail employee 

(warder). It is a serious question mark on claims of formal education 

service when only one instructor is working and in the absence of a 

permanently appointed school teacher. It was reported by the United 

Nations Children’s Fund (2009) that proper education and technical 

training are not provided to prisoners as mentioned in the legislation. There 

is not a single government run school for formal education of young 

offenders in any borstal institution in Punjab Province (Malik & Shirazi, 

2010). The jail staff argued that offenders come and go on a regular basis, 

which hinders regular appointment of one or more than one teachers at the 

jail school. No doubt, young offenders are not in prison for years and are 

likely better off studying in formal schools out of jail, but the need of at 

least one permanent teacher in the jail school could not be neglected given 

the presence of juveniles in correctional institutions. During focus group 

discussions, juvenile delinquents described their attendance during 
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educational sessions, library and computer learning. They seem weak in 

formal education, which could be due to their different educational and 

family background before incarceration. It is evident that education as a 

correctional service requires individualized and small-group teaching 

because inmate learners enter and leave there and also have differences in 

knowledge range (Thomas, 2008). The school building is better now, but 

schooling was reported to be better in 1998 when there were two teachers 

for formal education, as reported by Parekh and Qazilbash (1999). During 

the interview, a representative of the Child Rights Committee (CRC) 

Bahawalpur working under Society for the Protection of the Rights of the 

Child (SPARC) reported the key role of their organization in the 

construction of school rooms and school flooring in the Borstal Institution a 

few years back. He also mentioned their role in the provision of school 

bags and books for juveniles. Despite formal education, religious education 

is also an important component as a correctional service for juvenile 

prisoners. Jail staff reported regular religious sessions for the young 

offenders by religious teachers. They admired the role of Dawat-e Islami, 

Faizan Quran and Jamiat Trust for the arrangement of religious teachers in 

the jail. Juvenile prisoners verified the visits of two teachers for religious 

education which included, Kalma Class, Namaz Class, Qaida Class, Nazra 

Quran Class and Hafiz Quran Class. Few young offenders disclosed that 

religious teacher spent time till Zuhar Prayer (afternoon) and the remaining 

four prayers are managed by juveniles themselves as Imam and followers. 

Even then, the role of organizations in religious education is appreciated 

from both juveniles and jail administration. In 1998, there was only one 

teacher for religious training for more than 250 juveniles Parekh and 

Qazilbash (1999) and now two teachers visit only 29 offenders which seem 

satisfactory. 

During their time in prison, juvenile delinquents are engaged in 

learning vocational skills and producing goods (Thomas, 2008). According 

to borstal rules, all prisoners are given industrial or vocational trainings in 

addition to formal education (Parekh & Qazilbash, 1999). This is to assist 

offenders in getting proper training and skills in jail to get ready for 

respectable earnings after their release from the jail. Jail staff revealed that 

some stitching machines were donated by an NGO (Prisoner Welfare 
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Organization) a few years back for vocational training of juveniles and they 

are used in training. On the other hand, juveniles disclosed that they learn 

tailoring using paper instead of any kind of cloth. In 1998, Borstal Jail 

Bahawalpur had different vocational trainings including tailoring, carpet-

weaving, shoe making, carpentry and gardening (Parekh & Qazilbash, 

1999). The present condition seems very poor in comparison to vocational 

trainings in the past. At that time, products made by young offenders were 

sold in market (Parekh & Qazilbash, 1999) and now they are not provided 

cloth even for learning. All stakeholders need to focus their attention on the 

reasons for the deterioration of a very essential component of rehabilitation. 

Although, jail staff claimed that young offenders also get gardening 

training, juveniles did not speak about this kind of proper and regular 

training.  

 

Health and Nutrition             

 Society for the Protection of the Rights of the Child (2003) reported 

poor health conditions in Borstal Jail has been previously reported by 

Parekh and Qazilbash (1999). Now, this study found all participants in a 

satisfactory state regarding health and nutrition facilities in the jail. A 

permanent and regular doctor renders his services. Jail staff claimed that 

the jail hospital remained neat and clean and ready for any kind of 

emergency related to the health of young prisoners. They reported having 

all necessary medical equipment and medicines. Juvenile also reported their 

regular medical examination and satisfactory health services. Both jail staff 

and Prisoner Welfare Organization talked about installation of a water 

cooler, which was necessary for good health. The Social Welfare Officer 

mentioned her office’s role to conduct seminars and free medical camps on 

different health issue and diseases i.e., seminar on Dengue Awareness and 

seminar on TB. The Daily Jang (2015b) reported a seminar on awareness 

about TB last March. She also claimed to visit juveniles for health related 

lessons in the jail. The Social Welfare Office conducts these health related 

activities with the help of NGOs as reported by both the Social Welfare 

Officer and representatives of Prisoner Welfare Organization and SPARC. 

The representative of SPARC in Bahawalpur claimed that its organization 
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helped jail administration in building separate toilets for juveniles outside 

the barracks.  

Jail staff claimed very good quality food provision to all detainees 

in neat and clean dining hall. They told about a diet plan, which included 

tea and bread at breakfast and bread, chicken, vegetable, lentil (Daal), rice 

and sweets for both lunch and dinner. Juveniles also showed satisfaction 

about their food, environment and eating schedule. A permanent chef 

appointed in jail cooks with the assistance of prisoners.  

 

Recreation 

Recreational services have been highlighted, emphasized and 

suggested for better rehabilitation of juveniles by Sajid (2009), Siegel and 

Welsh (2014), Society for the Protection of the Rights of the Child (2003) 

and Tufail et al. (2004). No doubt, different kinds of recreational activities 

attract children and play a vital role for diverting their attention towards 

positive practices. Jail staff claimed about involvement of all juvenile 

offenders in different kinds of indoor and outdoor sports on a regular basis. 

They mentioned that juvenile prisoners play gymnastics, football, 

volleyball, badminton, cricket, table tennis and ludo. The participant 

juveniles also talked about their participation in gymnastics, football, 

badminton and table tennis regularly. Some of them also played volleyball 

and cricket. PT Parade was essential for all prisoners in the morning. 

Representatives of organizations (Prisoner Welfare Organization and 

SPARC) and Social Welfare Officer also revealed their role for the 

provision of sports goods and conduct of some tournaments in the jail. The 

Daily Jang (2015c) reported about a football competition between children 

of the Borstal Jail and Sadiq Dean High School Bahawalpur conducted in 

the jail in January. In March 2015, young offenders performed their 

abilities in Gymnastics on the occasion of the visit of District and Session 

Judges Bahawalpur and Lodhran (The Daily Pakistan, 2015b). District and 

Session Judge Lodhran visited the jail and watched gymnastic performance 

of child prisoners in March (The Daily Jang, 2015d). He also ordered the 

release of a juvenile offender who had committed a petty offence. Daily 

Nawa-I-Waqt (2015) reported the visit of the Prison Deputy Inspector 

General (DIG) to the Borstal Jail Bahawalpur and his table tennis match 
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with juvenile prisoners. In addition, Superintendent Jail Borstal Jail 

arranged a football match between two teams in jail for the recreation of 

juvenile delinquents (The Daily Pakistan, 2015a).  

 

Social Welfare Office and NGOs’ Services 

The Directorate of Social Welfare and Bail UL Mal Punjab have 

also established an office in the Borstal Jail Bahawalpur in 2004-05 as 

socioeconomic and rehabilitation centre for prisoners. This was revealed by 

the female Social Welfare Officer during her interview for this study. She 

was given an additional charge of this office by her parent department and 

she visits the jail when gets free time from her regular posting at the other 

Social Welfare Office in Bahawalpur. She described very important roles of 

Social Welfare Office, which included case history preparation of young 

offenders, arrangement of vocational trainings, liaison between families of 

offenders and victims, provision of legal aid for juvenile offenders, 

recreational activities, character building through religious education, the 

data base of releasing offenders and financial assistance through NGOs. 

These services could play very constructive role for correction and 

rehabilitation of juvenile detainees in the case of permanent appointment of 

Social Welfare Officer as it was some months before conduct of this 

research. During focus group discussion, few juveniles disclosed that 

Social Welfare Officer remained very keen regarding their religious 

education, recreation and health awareness and services. They find the 

Social Welfare Officer very kind towards them and they felt comfortable to 

discuss their matters freely. In addition, representatives of the Prisoner 

Welfare Organization and SPARC emphasized the importance of the Social 

Welfare Office in the jail. The organizations got connections with the 

Borstal Jail due to the requests of the Social Welfare Office. During the 

interview, one representative disclosed that they worked for the 

establishment of formal education, religious education, drinking water, 

restitution of offenders, necessities, recreational services, legal assistance, 

provision of gifts for offenders, and special day’s celebration. The Social 

Welfare Officer and jail staff also indicated their appreciation for the efforts 

made by NGOs in the jail. Although, Malik and Shirazi (2010) criticized 

the environment of prisons regarding juvenile delinquents in all provinces, 
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he also admitted joint efforts of jail administrations and the NGOs for 

bringing new reforms in jail. The Social Welfare Officer reported the 

spending of more than one million rupee budget during financial year 2014-

15 on various rehabilitation services for juvenile offenders in the Borstal 

Jail.        

           

Other Findings:  

This research focused on correctional services and facilities in the 

Borstal Jail. There are many other aspects which need added attention and 

research. It is necessary to point out some findings and gaps were revealed 

during this research study. During the interview, jail staff revealed that they 

engaged only those juveniles in cooking, serving and dishwashing who had 

received a lengthy imprisonment by the court. On the other hand, many 

juveniles reported they were working in the kitchen and dining hall on 

instructions of the jail staff. This is contradictory to law provisions as 

mentioned by the United Nations Children's Fund (2006) that juvenile 

prisoners could not be involved in a labour job, could not be given corporal 

punishment, and could not be handcuffed. The involvement of young 

offenders in labour work is not a strange practice in our societies. Thomas 

(2008) also has reported the involvement of prisoners in labour jobs in 

Pakistan like washing, sweeping, food serving and gardening. According to 

United Nations Children's Fund (2006), child prisoners are punished in a 

variety of ways while in jail. There is possibility that jail staff treat young 

offenders like adults in jails, and it is often due to the lack of training and 

knowledge on the part of jail staff about the rights of children (United 

Nations Children's Fund, 2006). Secondary data from newspapers and 

primary data from the jail staff and the juvenile offenders themselves gave 

a positive picture about frequent visits by different concerned government 

authorities to the Borstal Jail Bahawalpur. Their visits and discussion with 

juvenile prisoners (The Daily Jang, 2015e) and other stakeholders proved 

helpful for better service delivery and even early release of offenders. In 

April, the Chairperson of Child Protection visited the barracks and school 

in the Borstal Jail (The Daily Jang, 2015a).   

Previous literature mentioned problems of juvenile prisoners and 

their families regarding meetings in the jail. Jail administration at the time 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Pakistan Journal of Criminology   

 

 

13 

of the visit of Human Rights Watch in 1998 claimed that the families of 

juvenile prisoners have been routinely allowed to meet them (Parekh & 

Qazilbash, 1999). Tufail et al. (2004) and United Nations Children's Fund 

(2006) have emphasized and recommended regular visits by the parents to 

their children detained in jails. It could be very alarming and juveniles 

could lose living skills and community support after their release from jail 

if they spend a long time in jail without no or limited contacts with family 

or community members (United Nations Children's Fund, 2006). No doubt, 

it could place a negative impact on their lives. During their interviews and 

discussions, both jail staff and young offenders reported that families can 

see the juvenile prisoners during all six working days according to the 

office schedule. This is obviously a very positive improvement towards 

rehabilitation and correction. 

 

Recommendations: 

A number of proposals can be made as the result of this research.  

This study suggests that government authorities recruit regular school 

teachers for formal education. The vocational skills component is very 

weak at the present. There is a need to expand vocational training and to 

coordinate with the assistance of Social Welfare Office and NGOs on the 

pattern as it was witnessed in the late 1990s during the visit of Human 

Rights Watch. Currently, jail administration, Social Welfare Office and 

NGOs need to provide cloth for tailoring skills learning. The Social 

Welfare Office continues to play a very important role in service provision 

in the jail on its own and through NGOs. There is a need to appoint 

permanently a social welfare officer in the jail project with easy access to 

juvenile offenders without any interference. Community services in the 

form of local community participation would be helpful for early 

correction. In addition, the juvenile delinquents also need psychological 

support and therapies which require the placement of a psychologist in the 

jail environment. The combination of a social worker and psychologist 

could enhance the correction and rehabilitation of the juveniles. The jail 

administration needs to revisit their policy regarding punishment and the 

involvement of juvenile prisoners in different labour works as it is against 

the legal rights of these children. It is anticipated that correctional officials 
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across Pakistan will take the above recommendations into strong 

consideration. 
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Viewing patterns of movies and the adoption of deviant 

behavior among young students  
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Abstract  

The past two decades have witnessed a growing interest among 

researchers in exploring the linkages between the media and the attitudes and 

behaviours of young people in Pakistan. In the context of increased trend of 

watching of movies, this paper tries to explore the specific viewing patterns of 

movies in the adoption of deviant behaviour among young students. A sample 

of 360 respondents was selected on random sampling procedure from two 

Universities situated in Peshawar, namely The Agriculture University and 

Preston University Peshawar. Likert scale was used as measurement tool and 

association of variables was ascertained by using Chi-square test. The 

relationship between dependent variable (adopting deviant behaviors) and 

independent variables (preferred country for watching movies, place of 

watching movies, with home watch movies, types of movies watch) were 

tested by Chi Square Test. Other roles and viewing patterns will be discussed 

at the end of the paper with recommendations on how to tackle the issue in 

Khyber PakhtunKhwa, Pakistan. 

 

Keywords: Movies factor, Young Students, Deviant Behavior. 

 

Introduction 

Every society has some standard of right and wrong for the guidance of 

their inhabitant called norms, the right way in which things should be 

done,(Horton and Hont 1984) the violation of these norms and standard of 

right and wrong is called “deviance” the deviance may be a criminal act like 

killing, kidnapping and hurting etc and may be non-criminal deviance like 

adopting any strange life style against the common culture e.g. odd behavior 

like style of dress, hair, sexual preferences, belief against the common 
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theology, way of eating and behavior before the elder. Allthese are the 

behavior which makes a normal individual deviant and unpopular in front of 

society. 

Every society has its formal and informal mechanism in form of social 

sanction to bring the deviant people toward conformity. Deviance is common 

to all societies with variations in degree of observance of norms according to 

situation, irrespective of dominant religious beliefs or strength of law, 

individual will be consider deviant in one way or the other way but one thing is 

going in our favor that we are not become criminal by obtaining this status but 

we are placed slightly away from the normal line. (Macionis, 2002) 

Various theories are put forwarded by the great thinkers and 

sociologists in order to explain the causes and nature of deviancy like 

biological theories consider that it is related with the biology of individual and 

the people having special genetic makeup will be most likely to involve in act 

of deviance further they said that it is hereditary in nature transpiring from 

parents to their children. Psychological and socialization theory  explaining the 

topic in their own way that it is due to the psyche, environment and the process 

of socialization which guide individual towards a specific behaviors if we 

judge the causes of deviance in the light of socialization theory we will see that 

today electric and print media are the main agent behind deviant behavior 

which socializing the young in the way which have no link with their own 

culture and day to day activities.(Haralambos and Holborn, 2000). 

 

Materials and Methods 

The present study was carried out in District Peshawar to determine the 

relationship between specific viewing patterns of movies in the adoption of 

deviant behaviour among young students. A sample of 360 respondents was 

selected on random sampling procedure from two Universities situated in 

Peshawar, namely The Agriculture University and Preston University 

Peshawar. Secondary data revealed that there were 6444 students in both 

Agricultural and Preston Universities, Peshawar campuses, including both 

male and female students.(Cooper and Pamela, 2010). A sample size of 360 is 
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sufficient for a population of 6444 as outlined by (Sekoran2003). The sample 

size of 360 respondents was proportionately distributed among students of both 

universities and on the basis of their gender as given in table.Likert scale was 

used as measurement tool and association of variables was ascertained by 

using Chi-square test.  The conceptual frame work was designed with an 

independent variable.The relationship between dependent variable (adopting 

deviant behaviors) and independent variables (preferred country for watching 

movies, place of watching movies, with home watch movies, types of movies 

watch).  

 

Table-1: Proportionate Allocation of Sample Size. 

University Population Size Sample size 

Male 

Students 

Female 

Students 

Total 

Students 

Male 

Students 

Female 

Students 

Total 

Students 

Agricultural 

University 

4954 560 5514 277 31 308 

Preston 

University 

889 41 930 50 2 52 

Total 5843 601 6444 327 35 360 

Source: Administration of both Universities. 

 

A well-structured interview schedule was constructed on dichotomous 

form of simple attitude scale, a sub category of rating scale. A group of 

attitudinal statements were pooled from available literature. The data was 

analyzed by using uni-variate, bi-variate and multi-variate techniques. At uni-

variate level frequencies and percentages were worked out, whereas, at bi-

variate level dependent variable was indexed and cross tabbed with attitudinal 

statements of independent variable.In order to validate the findings of data 

collected through questionnaire. The data was collected on different 

parameters like the educational background of the respondent and their parent, 

occupation of the respondent parents, economic condition of the respondent 

family, peer group, and movies watching. Chi-square test was used to test the 
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association between the two variables. Statistical procedure devised by Tai 

(1978) was adopted for calculation of chi-square value as below. 

𝟐 = .

r

i=1

 .

c

j=1

(𝐎ij−  ℮ij)²

℮ij
 

Where 

2 = Chi-Square 

Oij = Observed frequencies in ith row and jth column 

℮ij = expect frequencies corresponding to ith row and jth column 

r = number of rows 

c = number of columns 

df = (r-1) (c-1)  (Tai, 1978) 

Condition for a chi-square test include that  

1. Subjects for each group are randomly and independently 

selected 

2. Each observation must qualify for one and only one category 

and 

3. Sample size must fairly be large such that no expected 

frequency is less than 5, for r and c > 2, or < 10 if r=c=2.  

 

Results Discussion: 

Uni-variate Analysis 

1. Preferences for Watching Movies 

Respondent’s preferences for watching movies of different countries 

are given in Table 01. A high majority i.e.93.1 percent respondents used to 

watch movies and 6.9 percent did not watch it. Furthermore majority of the 

respondents i.e. 70.0 preferred watching Indian movies, 18.6 percent were fond 

of English movies, 3.9 percent use to watch movies of every country, and 0.6 

percent watched Pakistani movies. Watching movies and preferring non local 

movies is a visible shift in the behavior of student’s outlook towards nonlocal 

culture. These trends enhance the influence of nonlocal norms especially the 

deviant one. Young and Jake (2002) stated that movies and other imported 
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programs are negatively affecting the harmony of our social values the students 

are adopting foreign value and foreign culture. 

 

Table.1.Distribution of Respondent’s According to Preferences for 

Watching Movies. 

Prefer to 

Watch 

Movies 

Frequency Percent Preferred country 

for watching 

movies 

Frequency Percent 

Yes 335 93.1 India 252 70.0 

No 25 6.9 English 67 18.6 

Total 

  

360 

 

100.0 

 
Pakistani 2 .6 

Watch Movies of 

Every Country 

14 3.9 

Not Watching 

Movie 

25 6.9 

Total 360 100.0 

 

 

2. Place and Group Preferred for Watching Movies and Parent’s Consent 

 Results in Table.02. Represent place and group preferred for watching 

movies and parent’s consent. The results show that 58.1 percent respondent 

watched movies in hostels 30.6 percent watched it at home and 4.4 percent 

watching movies in both places (hostel and home). A majority of 64.4 percent 

respondents preferred to watch movies with friends, 25.0 percent preferred 

watching it alone and 3.6 percent used to watch it with family members. 

Furthermore 63.9 percent of respondents parent were unaware of the fact that 

their children watching movies while 29.2 percent respondents disclosed that 

their parents were awarded form their habit of watching movies. The data 

shows that majority of the students are watching movies in hostel with their 

friends and their parents are unaware from their habits of watching movies. 

This is clearly a simple act of violating the norms of seeking consent in day to 

day activities caused due to preference for movies and group of friends. 
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Table 02.Distribution of Respondents According to Place and Group 

Preferred for Watching Movies and Parents Consent. 

Preferred 

Place for 

Watching 

Movie 

Frequency 

(Percent) 

Preferred 

Group for 

Watching 

Movie 

Frequency 

(Percent) 

Parents’ 

Consent 

Frequency 

(Percent) 

Home 110 (30.6) Friends 232(64.4) Yes 105(29.0) 

Hostel 209(58.1)  

Family 

13(3.6) No 230(63.9) 

Both 

Places 

16(4.4) Alone 90(25.0) Not 

Watching 

Movie 

25(6.9) 

Not 

Watching 

Movie 

25(6.9) Not 

Watching 

Movie 

25(6.9) Total 360(100.0) 

Total 360(100.0) Total 360(100.0)   

*percentages are given in parenthesis. 

 

3. Types of Movies watched and their Influence on Respondent’s Behavior 

 Admiration of the respondents for various movies types and its 

influence are given in  Table 03. The result make it clear that a majority 51.9 

percent respondents liked love stories, 21.4 percent fond of action movies 17.5 

percent preferred watching porn videos, 6.9 percent did not watch movies, and 

2.2 percent loved watching documentaries. Furthermore 56.1 percent 

respondents did not feel any ill effect of movies on their behaviors however 

36.9 percent were of the view that motion picture had influence  them to 

change their behaviors. The result envisages that preferences for pornographic 

films and action movies and feeling a behavioral shift under the influence of 

these movies open the gate for love, sex and action and try their best to apply 

these tactics in the real world resulting into deviance and causing problem for 

society. Anderson etal. (2003) reported that there are several negative long 

term impacts of movies including the learning of aggressive and immoral 

words and sentences, and the imitation of various tactics of love and action, 

learning of the belief supporting aggression and reducing the normal negative 

response to violence. 
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Table 03.Distribution of Respondents According to Types of Watching 

Movies and Their Influence. 

Types of Movie 

Watched 

Frequency Percent Influence 

of Movies 

Frequency Percent 

Love stories 187 51.9 Yes 133 36.9 

 Pornographic 

films 

63 17.5 No 202 56.1 

Action Movies 77 21.4 Not 

Watching 

Movies 

25 6.9 

Documentaries 8 2.2 Total 

 

360 

 

100.0 

 Not Watching 

Movies 

25 6.9 

Total 360 100.0 

 

4. Imitation of Love and Deviant Technique from Movie 

 The Table 04 shows the result about the imitation of movies tactics in 

making love bonds or deviant acts. A high proportion i.e. 78.9 percent 

respondents were not imitating the techniques of love from the movies and 

21.1 percent were imitating the tactics of love from the movies. The data 

further describes that 72.8 percent were not imitating the tactics of deviant 

behavior from the movies while 27.2 percent were imitating the tactics of 

deviant behavior. It was concluded that good number of students were 

influenced by movies as they are adopting the tactics of love and deviant 

behaviors from the movies they are watching. The result was supported by 

Anderson.et.al. (2003)  that There are several negative long term impacts of 

movies including the learning of aggressive and immoral words and sentences, 

and the imitation of various tactics of love and action, learning of the belief 

supporting aggression. 
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Table 04.Distribution of Respondent’s According to the Imitation of Love 

and Deviant Techniques from Movies. 

Imitating 

Love Tactics 

from Movies 

Frequency Percent Imitation of  

Deviant Tactics 

Frequency Percent 

Yes 76 21.1 Yes 98 27.2 

No 284 78.9 No 262 72.8 

Total 360 100.0 Total 360 100.0 

 

 

 
1. Association of Movies with Deviant Behavior  

A highly significant association (P=0.000) was found between 

watching movies and deviance. Watching movies do not only need time and 

financial resources but also influence individual feeling and behaviors thus 

cause deviance, also a highly significant association(P=0.000) was found 

between deviance and preferred country for watching movies. Preferences for 

foreign movies create acceptance and favor of non-local culture over existent 

dominant culture hence leading to deviance. These findings are in line with 

Young and Jake (2002) who stated that movies and other imported programs 

are negatively affecting the harmony of our social values the students are 

adopting foreign value and foreign culture. 

A highly significant association (0.000) was observed between 

deviance and the place where they watch movies. Preference for watching 

movies in isolation or with peer group it hostel without any check on moral 

aspect of social control leads to deviance. Similarly highly significant relation 

(P=0.000) was found between group prefer for watching movies and deviance. 

A preference for watching movies in the company of bad friends always poses 

threat to social control and cause deviance. A significant (P=0.000) relation 

was found between parent objection over watching movies and deviance. 

Proper check on the activities of children, especially a control on watching 

movies from the parents can ensure conformity and reduce deviance. Maqsood 

(2008) established such finding that proper check from parents can prevent 

Bivariate Analysis  
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their children from indulging in deviant activities.  A significant association 

(P=0.000) was found between the types of movies watched and deviance. 

 A highly poor availability of positive recreational activities is a source 

of inclination towards immoral acts like watching unethical material and 

movies. The result of which is sexual abuse and immoral deeds.  A highly 

significant association (P=0.000) was found between feeling influenced of 

movies and deviant behaviors. A person that is feeling influenced of movies try 

to use the technique of movie in real life causing deviance e.g. following new 

hair style, dress, design, accent and neglecting one’s own culture. Similar 

finding were reported by F.T. (2009) that majority of the students are taking 

negative effects from movie watching.   

 

Table 05. Association Between Movies Watching and Deviance 

Movies 

Association 

Attitude           Deviance Total Chi square 

P value 
Yes No 

Watching 

Movie 

Yes 158(43.9) 177(49.2) 335(93.1) 2=21.014 

(0.000) No 0(0.00) 25(6.9) 25(6.9) 

Preferred 

Country for 

Watching 

Movies 

India 125(34.7) 127(35.3) 252(70.0) 2=32.544 

(0.000) English 32(8.9) 35(9.7) 67(18.6) 

Pakistan 0(0.0) 2(0.6) 2(0.6) 

Any other 1(0.3) 13(3.6) 14(3.9) 

Not Watching 0.0 25(6.9) 25(6.9) 

Place of 

Watching 

Movies 

Home 37(10.3) 73(20.3) 110(30.6) 2=33.888 

(0.000) Hostel 114(31.7) 95(26.4) 209(58.1) 

Both 7(1.9) 9(2.5) 16(4.4) 

Not Watching 0(0.0) 25(6.9) 25(6.9) 

With Whom 

Movie Watch 

Friends 133(36.9) 99(27.5) 232(64.4) 2=56.223 

(0.000) Family 0(0.0) 13(3.6) 13(3.6) 

Alone 25(6.9) 65(18.1) 90(25.0 

Not Watching 0(0.0) 25(6.9) 25(6.9) 

Parent 

Objection 

Over Movies 

Watching 

Yes 51(14.2) 54(15.0) 105(29.2) 2=21.137 

(0.000) No 107(29.7) 123(34.2) 230(63.9) 

Not Watching 0(0.0) 25(6.9) 25(6.9) 
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Type of 

Movie Watch  

Love Stories 66(18.3) 121(33.6) 187(51.9) 2=77.106 

(0.000) Pornographic 54(15.0) 9(2.5) 63(17.5) 

Action Movies 38(10.6) 39(10.8) 77(21.4) 

Documentaries 0(0.0) 8(2.2) 8(2.2) 

Not Watching 0(0.0) 25(6.9) 25(6.9) 

Movie 

Influence 

Yes 106(29.4) 27(7.5) 133(36.9) 2=115.822 

(0.000) No 52(14.4) 150(41.7) 202(56.1) 

Not Watching 0(0.0) 25(6.9) 25(6.9) 

 Source: Calculated by the author* Number in table represent frequencies and number in 

parenthesis represent percentage proportion of respondents and in the last columns number in 

the parenthesis represent p value* 

 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

It is evident from the findings of the study that movies watching is 

playing role in the adaptation of deviant behaviors among young students. It 

was concluded from the study that the activity like type of movies watching, 

preferred country for watching movies. Parent abjection over watching movies, 

with which movie watch and influence of movies are compelling the 

individuals to indulge in deviant activities. 

 It is recommended that demonstration of enhanced sense of 

responsibility from parent to keep proper check on the inner environment and 

the activities of their young family members especially in choice of use of 

media technologies. A proper check and balance system for controlling the 

legitimate expenditure of the youngsters by providing sufficient money 

according to their needs and its proper audit. Moreover a system of regular 

interaction and association among the parents and teachers to discuss the 

intellectual academic and moral progress of youngster and ensuring proper 

control of deviant activities, especially in educational institution by framing 

proper rules to identify and rehabilitate deviants in society and such institutes. 
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Societal adjustment of probationers in Bahawalpur, Pakistan  

 

Mohammad Iqbal &  

Asiya Anwar 

Abstract 

The study was conducted with an aim to know the societal adjustment 

of probationers in Bahawalpur, Pakistan. For this purpose a convenience 

sample of 154 respondents who were ever released on probation was collected 

from three (3) Tehsils of Bhawahpur district. The data regarding hobbies of 

respondents, nature of crimes committed by the respondents, respondents’ 

satisfaction with the behavior of the probation officers, respondents’ views 

about change in their personality , respondents’ level of adjustment in the 

society and reasons explaining the respondents’ low adjustment levels were  

collected on an interview schedule. The findings indicated that the respondents 

were mostly illiterate involved in crimes like theft, drug addiction, quarreling 

with others and gambling etc. The results further indicated that slightly more 

than a half of the respondents (i.e.50.65 %) show low level of adjustment, the 

reasons being multiple which could be dominance of respondents’ revengeful 

feelings, improper services provided by the POs and least contact with the 

POs, improper sitting place in PO’s offices and strict behavior of the POs etc. 

 

Key Words: societal adjustment, probationers, crimes 

 

Introduction 

Mending deviant behavior has always been a strongest human need as 

crimes have always plagued every society in human history (Tonry and David, 

1995). The history of crime is as old as history of mankind. The first crime was 

committed by Cain, the first son of Adam and Eve, when he murdered his 

brother Abel (Book of Genesis 4:1-25).Crime is a major source of insecurity 

and discomfort in every society (Bridget, 2005).  

Crime can be defined as a wrongdoing classified by the state or the 

parliament of the country or law of the land. According to Curzen crime is an 
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act or omission of human conduct harmful to others which the state is bound to 

prevent (Curzon,1980).It renders the deviant person liable to punishment as a 

result of proceedings initiated by the state organs assigned to ascertain the 

nature, the extent and the legal consequences of that person’s wrongness 

(Auolak,1999). 

 In any society social norms are predominant. That is why behavior of 

individuals is built on the basis of existing social norms (Cree, 2001).  Social 

norms are informal standards of behavior which are set by the occurrence of 

social processes (Tagga, 2000). Their emergence differs in nature and degree 

of intensity varies from group to group. According to the Robert Biesrdt a 

norm is a rule or standard that governs our conduct in the social situation in 

which we participate and if its absence causes the person to be criminal its 

presence lets him/her to be a noble citizen (Tagga, 2000).That is why a 

criminal released on the pledge that he/she will mend his/her behavior is 

considered a viable way of providing correctional opportunity to the criminal.  

 

Probation 

Probation is an effective instrument for mending deviant behavior. 

Probation is a sentencing alternative that allows the offender to live in the 

community under the supervision of a probation officer. A punishment given 

out as part of a sentence which means that instead of jailing a person convicted 

of a crime, a judge will order that the person reports to a probation officer 

regularly and according to a set schedule.  

The probation process begins with the persistence investigation 

offender after his/her guilt has been established. The investigation is usually 

carried out by the Social Worker who is the first to help the court to determine 

whether the offender is suitable for probation (Khalid, 2006). It is primarily 

concerned with the offender as an individual, his personality, education, family 

background, employment and social environment. When probation is approved 

by the court the offender is placed under the supervision of Probation Officer, 

he/she formulates the tasks to help the probationer to become more helpful, 
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responsible and best adjusted in the society (Schmalleger and John, 2010). 

Parole, on the other hand, is a method of prison release whereby inmates are 

released at the discretion of a board or other authority before they have 

completed their entire sentences. Parole can also refer to the community 

supervision received on release (Bohm and Keith, 1999). 

Today’s Pakistani society has so many problems which may emerge 

due to our own negligence and most of them remain unsolved, due to improper 

decisions of the state. The best example of such type of problem is the 

commission of petty crimes. If a person commits a minor crime and locked in 

jail, he/she have to serve punishment which is beyond the severity of crime 

(Ried, 2000). Along this, another issue is that society also punishes such 

criminals by criticism. It is reality that no society over the world, let a crime 

labeled person to be saved from criticism. This criticism is a great hurdle in the 

way of readjustment of probationers in the same society (Walsh and  Ellis, 

2003).  

The concept of probation, from the Latin, probatio, "testing," has 

historical roots in the practice of judicial reprieve. Probation first developed in 

the United States when John Augustus, a Boston boot maker, persuaded a 

judge in the Boston police court in 1841 to give him custody of a convicted 

offender, a "drunkard," for a brief period and then helped the man to appear 

rehabilitated by the time of sentencing (www.answers.com). 

 In short, this modern era highly requires the transformation of 

correctional services along with the readjust mental issues of petty offenders. 

For this approach, a person who is sitting under the roof of parliament building 

can never expose the miseries of an offender detained in a dark cell.  But 

through social researches, case histories of these marginalized offenders and 

the criminal life we, the social workers, can attract the attention of our 

legislature/policy makers or administrators about this hot issue. 

The present study was conducted with the general objective of identifying the 

hurdles for the readjustment of offenders in the society, released on probation. 

The specific objectives , however, were: (i)To investigate the factors behind 

committing the crime;(ii) To study the attitude of society towards the 

http://www.answers.com/topic/john-augustus
http://www.answers.com/topic/boston
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probationers;(iii)To know about the activities in which probationers are  

currently indulged;(iv)To understand social environment of probationers 

before committing crime; and(v)To access the professional capabilities of 

probation officer. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 This study was conducted in Bahawalpur district. The geographical 

universe of the study consisted of three (3) Tehsils of Bahawalpur district 

namely: (1) Bahawalpur Saddar; (2) Yazman; and (3) Ahmadpur East. Human 

universe, target population, consisted of all the probationers living in these 

Tehsils. It should be noted a Tehsil is an administrative unit of a district. 

  Interview schedule was the tool which was used to collect data. As 

majority of the respondents were illiterate and unable to fill the questionnaire, 

therefore, interview schedule was quite justified for this sort of population. 

Convenience sampling technique was used for this study. Sample size 

consisted of 154 respondents with the following break-up: 

(1)Bahawalpur: 72 

(2)Yazman: 45 and 

(3)Ahmadpur East: 37 

 

 It was very difficult to contact all the respondents simultaneously. 

Therefore, the researchers collected data at their convenience. 

 

DATA ANALYSIS 

 Data was analyzed through SPSS-Version15.Frequencies and percentages 

were calculated only.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The significance value of all the socio-demographic characteristics of the 

respondents was also noted in the consolidated table for the same. The 

other tables provide information like hobbies of respondents nature crimes 

committed by the respondents, respondents’ satisfaction over the behavior 

of the probation officer, respondents’ views about change in their 

personality , respondents’ level of adjustment in the society and reasons of 

low adjustment level. 
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Table 1 provides socio-demographic profile of the respondents. The 

results indicate that the highest percentage i.e. 49.35% of the respondents fall 

in the age range between 26 to 35 years. Most of the respondents (68.43%) 

have their monthly below Rs.15, 000. Majority of the respondents (i.e. 

78.57%) consist of those who are engaged in labor as their source of income. 

Most of the respondents (70.78%) are illiterate. A great number of 

respondents’ i.e.87.01% is married. An overwhelming majority of respondents 

(92.86%) lives in joint family system.  As far as respondents’ family size is 

concerned, a great majority (54.55%) are those who have their families 

consisting of 6 to 8 members.  

             

The Table 2 shows the hobbies of respondents. Majority of respondents 

46.75% enjoy gossips, 16.23% have no hobbies, 9.74 % smoke Huqqah, 

7.14% watch TV, 5.19% enjoy outdoor games, 3.90% pass their time in indoor 

games and quite same number pass their time in discussing political issues. 

Another 3.25 % of the respondents enjoy competition among pet animals, 

whereas 1.95% and similarly another 1.95% involve themselves in mobile 

chatting and reading newspaper.    

 

The Table 3 describes the nature of crimes committed by the 

respondents. Slightly less than one third i.e.33.52 % respondents were involved 

in the crime of thieving goods other than cattle and vehicles, 22.73% 

respondents were drug dependents,12.34% committed crime of personal 

conflicts with others,8.44% respondents were involved in cattle theft, 7.14% 

respondents involved in vehicle theft, 4.54% respondents did mobile snatching 

whereas another 4.54% were involved in recovery of weapons.  Again 3.90% 

were involved in fraudulent activities and another 3.90% respondents were 

arrested due to miscellaneous crimes. The rest 1.95% were arrested due to their 

involvement in gambling. 
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 The Table 4 shows satisfaction level of respondents over the behavior of 

Probation Officers. Roughly half of the respondents (i.e.44.81%) possess low 

level satisfaction over the behavior of Probation Officers whereas 55.19% 

respondents show medium to high level of satisfaction. 

 

The Table 5   shows the nature of change in respondents’ personality 

after they have been released on probation. Overall 27.92% respondents 

claimed to stop thinking about the commission of crimes, 20.13% got 

improved their relations with others, 17.53% have become more religious. The 

rest 15.59% found varieties of changes in their personality, 12.13% observed 

honesty in their dealings and 6.49%stopped smoking after they were released 

on probation.  

 

The Table 6 shows the respondents’ level of adjustment in the society. 

Half of the respondents (i.e.50.65 %) possess low level of adjustment whereas 

49.35 % respondents show medium to high level of adjustment. 

 

The Table 7 describes the causes of no change in respondents’ behavior 

after PO’s counseling. About 37% respondents told the reason of the low level 

adjustment was due to improper services from POs, told the duration of their 

meeting with PO had been very short, nearly 8% complained the sitting place 

to be improper, about 6% could not hear the PO clearly during the counseling. 

Another 5% complained against the strict behavior of the PO and rest four and 

a half percent criticized joint meetings to be a hurdle in the change of their 

personality. 

 

Conclusions& Recommendations 

 

This is the first ever research about societal adjustment of probationers 

in Bahawalpur (City, Yazman & Ahmadpur). The findings can be summarized 

as follows: The results indicate that the most of the respondents fall in the age 

range between 26 to 35 years having their monthly below Rs.15, 000, earning 
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their livelihood from labor as their source of income. Most of the respondents 

are illiterate, married and living in joint family system and in the family 

consisting of 6 to 8 members. Majority of respondents enjoy gossips or don’t 

have any hobby or smoke Huqqah, watch TV or play outdoor and indoor 

games etc.    

Most of the respondents were involved in theft, drug addiction, 

quarreling with others and gambling etc. 

As far as their satisfaction level over the behavior of Probation Officers 

is concerned most of them show medium to high level of satisfaction whereas 

less than half of the respondents (i.e. 44.81%) possess low level satisfaction 

over the behavior of Probation Officers due to unknown reasons of this 

behavior. As far as the change in respondents’ personality after they have been 

released on probation is concerned, most of the offenders have quit  even 

thinking about the commission of crimes, many have got improved their 

relations with others, some others have become more religious. The rest found 

varieties of changes in their personality, like those of being honest in their 

dealings and stopping smoking etc. However, slightly more than half of the 

respondents (i.e.50.65 %) show low level of adjustment. The reasons of which 

multiple that could be dominance of respondents’ revengeful feelings, 

improper services provided by the POs and least contact with the POs, 

improper sitting place in PO’s offices and strict behavior of the POs etc.  

On the basis of above findings following recommendations can be 

made: (1) Present number of Probation Officers is insufficient, so it is felt that 

their number should be increased up to one PO at Tehsil level;(2) Religious 

scholars should be invited during counseling session of probations for their 

religious teachings; (3) Islahi Committees should be formed for the moral 

training of the youth, especially in rural and suburb areas of Bahawalpur;(4) 

Vocational training facilities should also be arranged for the best utilization of 

leisure hours of the probationers.; (5) Majority of probationers were illiterate, 

and have committed misdemeanor crimes. So Government should enhance 

adult literacy programmes in the area; (6) Drug dependent probationers should 

not be released on probation until their medical treatment and rehabilitation 
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process is complete; (7) The environments of POs’ offices are not suitable for 

counseling sessions. So it is recommended that sitting arrangements for 

probationers should be improved;(8) All the major economic determinants of 

crime – unemployment, inequalities, GDP growth etc. are needed to be 

adequately addressed by the policy makers to check the crime rate in the 

country by survey; (9) In order to rehabilitate the probationers it is important 

that economic growth has to be favorable for poor class of the society. It 

should follow a path that directs resources to those sectors where majority of 

the poor exist like agriculture sector and the areas where they live 

(comparatively less developed areas); (10) Probation Officers must be trained 

by the government with new approaches and techniques which are used in case 

work method for rehabilitation of drug addicted probationers; and (11) During 

every meeting with probationer, Probation Officer should give written 

schedule of next meeting. 
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Annexure 

 

 Table 1: Socio-demographic Characteristics of the Respondents 

Items Frequencies (%) P Value 

Age(years)  <.001 

18-25 43(27.92%)  

26-35 76(49.35%)  

36-45 20(12.99%)  

46-55 9(5.84%)  

56-63 6(3.90%)  

Monthly Household Income(Pakistani Rupees)  <.001 

<15,000 106(68.83%)  

15,000-30,000 28(18.18%)  

31,000-45,000 16(10.39%)  

>45,000 4(2.60%)  

Profession/Source of Income  <.001 

Government job 3(1.95%)  

Private Job 6(3.90%)  

Business 6(3.90%)  

Labor 121(78.57%)  

Farming 18(11.68%)  

Education  <.001 

Illiterate 109(70.78%)  

Primary 32(20.78%)  

Matric 9(5.84%)  

FA/FSc 4(2.60%)  

BA/BSc NIL  

Marital Status  <.001 

Married 134(87.01%)  

Un-married 17(11.04%)  

Widower 3(1.95%)  

Family System  <.001 

Joint 143(92.86%)  

Nuclear 11(7.14%)  
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Family Size  <.001 

<3 13(8.44%)  

3-5 37(24.02%)  

6-8 84(54.55%)  

9-11 11(7.14%)  

12-14 6(3.90%)  

>14 3(1.95%)  

Total 154(100%)  

 

Table No.2: Hobbies of Respondents 

Respondents Frequency Percentage 

Mobile chatting  3 1.95 

Indoor games 6 3.90 

Outdoor games 8 5.19 

Reading newspaper 3 1.95 

Competition among pet animals 5 3.25 

Discussion on political issues 6 3.90 

Gossips  72 46.75 

Smoking Huqqah 15 9.74 

Watching TV  11 7.14 

No hobby 25 16.23 

Total 154 100 

 

               Table No.3: Nature Crimes Committed by the Respondents     

Crimes  
Frequency Percentage 

Mobile Snatching 7 4.54 

Theft of Cattle 13 8.44 

Theft of Vehicle 11 7.14 

Theft of Goods 47 30.52 

Drug Addiction 35 22.73 

Gambling 3 1.95 

Quarrels 19 12.34 

Fraud 6 3.90 

Recovery of Weapons 7 4.54 

Any Other 6 3.90 

Total 154 100 
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Table No.4: Respondents’ Satisfaction over the Behavior of the 

Probation Officer 

Satisfaction Level Frequency Percentage 

High 37 24.03 

Medium 48 31.16 

Low 69 44.81 

Total 154 100 

 

Table No.5: Respondents’ Views about Change in their Personality  

Nature of Change in Personality Frequency Percentage 

Stopped Thinking about  the Crime 43 27.92 

Stopped Smoking 10 6.49 

Improvement in Relations with Others 31 20.13 

Honesty in Dealing 19 12.34 

To be More Religious 27 17.53 

Any other 24 15.59 

Total 154 100 

 

Table No.6: Respondents’ Level of Adjustment in the Society 

Adjustment Level Frequency Percentage 

High 39 25.32 

Medium 37 24.03 

Low 78 50.65 

Total 154 100 

 

Table No.7: Reasons of Low Adjustment Level 

Reasons of Low Adjustment Frequency Percentage 

Due to dominancy of feelings of revenge 41 26.62 

Improper services from P.O. 57 37.02 

Short time of meetings 20 12.99 

Strict behavior of P.O. 8 5.19 

Voice problem 9 5.84 

Due to joint meetings 7 4.55 

Improper place for sitting 12 7.79 

Total 154 100 
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Lawyers’ movement and social movement theory:  

A critical Analysis 

Husnul Amin & Samina Rehmat 

 

Abstract 

 This research concerns a critical analysis of the Lawyers‟ Movement 

(2007-2009) in Pakistan through the lens of a social movement theory (SMT). 

The Lawyers' Movement represents the joint struggle by the legal fraternity for 

the restoration of the deposed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Pakistan 

by the then General/President Pervez Musharraf. The paper finds that as an 

unprecedented event in the political history of Pakistan, the lawyers‟ 

community was not only able to organize itself as a united pressure group, but 

also successfully mobilized public support from various sections of society. 

The study argues that within the constitutional provisions of freedom of 

expression, the legal fraternity amicably converted a purely legal-professional 

issue into an organized social movement. The deposed Chief Justice and other 

judges of the apex court were restored. Methodologically, this research 

analyses the lawyers‟ movement using a social movement theory approach. 

The study thus makes a humble methodological contribution, and further 

enriches our understanding of social movements in developing societies like 

Pakistan.  

 

Keywords: Lawyers Movement, Theory, Social Movement, Pakistan 

 

Introduction 

Individuals in the legal profession and their associations refused to 

accept the dictation of Gen Musharraf asking the CJ to resign. On 9 March 

2007, the then President and Chief of Army Staff General Musharraf called on 

the Chief Justice of Supreme Court and asked him to resign. This was the 

starting point of the LM. The suo motto actions of the CJ, specially the cases of 

Pakistan Steel Mills‟ privatization and the missing persons, became the major 

reasons for his abrupt removal. Concurrently, whereas the Court also started 
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hearing the cases in order to probe the maltreatment of power or misuse of 

authority including large-scale investigations in politically controversial cases, 

which angered the ruling regime and became the major reasons for extra-

constitutional steps of General Musharraf. After removal of the CJ, a legal 

reference was filed against him with Supreme Judicial Council (SJC) in the 

hope that the superior judiciary will fall in line and give legal cover to an 

essentially political decision. Legal proceeding of the SJC began on 13 March 

2007. The full court bench comprising of 13 judges restored the CJ on 20 July 

2007. However, an emergency was imposed on 3 Nov 2007 and constitution 

was suspended. (Anwar 2009; Khan 2010: 17-18). For the first time, lawyers 

kept aside their political affiliations and supported the cause of independent 

judiciary. (see various news stories on the LM, for example, see, James Traub, 

The Lawyers' Crusade published in New York Times, June 1, 2008) Although 

the movement was peaceful but the military regime did not tolerate this 

challenge and the lawyers faced police brutality so much so that some fifty 

judges were injured. (The News, March 18, 2007) In Karachi some street fights 

took place between supporters of the CJ and pro-government political activists 

which resulted in the death of forty persons and injured another 

hundred.(Dawn, May 13, 2007) The media remained actively involved in the 

lawyers' movement. Even Geo News went off air as a consequence of 

governmental ban, and faced direct police attack on its headquarter in 

Islamabad. (NYT, June 1, 2008; Khan 2007) The tragic death of Benazir 

Bhutto in 2007 added another dimension to the struggle. Resultantly, General 

Elections were held in Feb 2008 in which two political parties, PPP and PML-

N, received together a majority vote and formed coalition government at 

Federal level. Gen. (R) Musharraf was forced to resign first from the army 

chief post and later as president. The newly elected president, Asif Ali Zardari 

also showed reluctance to restore judges and offered fresh oath to the deposed 

judges. The CJ and other five judges were restored on March 16, 2009 amid a 

grand protest rally organized by PML-N.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geo_News
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After brief introduction, the remainder of the study is organized as 

follows. Section two briefly discusses review of literature, and section three 

elaborates social movement theory. An analysis of the LM is provided in the 

fourth section. The final section concludes the paper.    

 

Review of Literature 

A look at the media reports, and academic and semi-academic studies 

show that the LM has not been studied using SMT approach. The central focus 

of recent scholarship has been on the judicial independence and rule of law. 

Most of the literature looks at the issue from a top-down process dictated by 

the rational self-interest of political elite. In his study, Abdullah Fareed Khan 

(2010), covers some of the literature on the roots of judicial power and its 

impact upon Pakistani political culture, as well as the use of new technology of 

communication during the LM. James Traub discusses the major role of 

barrister Aitzaz Ahsan who organized the crowds and the bar associations. 

Pakistan‟s constitutional history was described as “a series of elaborate 

jurisprudential efforts to vindicate and facilitate military interventions into 

democratic politics.” (NYT, June 1, 2008) In his article Farooq Tariq, 

highlighted the response of CJ (as Chaudhry's “No”) was a landmark in the 

history of the judiciary. Every previous military coup had been legitimized by 

the country's top judges. The writer has covered all phases of the movement 

and stated that the most important aspect of the movement was its clearly 

chalked out demand in which the Musharraf's dictatorship is clearly seen as a 

brutal regime trying to curb the rising consciousness of independent judicial 

system. (March 7, 2008, accessed at: http://links.org.au/node/305/611) Azmat 

Abbas and Saima Jasam (2009:3) mentioned the subservient nature of judiciary 

to executive for almost 60 years. Historically, the inaction of the members of 

the superior judiciary, for vested interests, impeded reforms in the lower 

courts. The Lawyers‟ Movement was labelled with different titles such as: 

“Pakistan‟s Black Revolution,” “road to stability," “the right direction," and 

“the rebirth of Pakistan." (ibid) Susanne Mahrwald (Aug 26, 2009) discussed 

landed gentry‟s domination in politics and state institutions, hampering rule of 
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law and democracy. The writer analyses the LM in relation to weak democratic 

structure and rule of law in Pakistan. She specifically highlighted the mistakes 

on part of the higher judiciary of supporting the military regimes. Given this 

historical context, the CJ‟s resistance to a military dictator was considered as 

landmark that spurred the LM.
 
 

 

Methodology and Theoretical Perspectives 

Overall, this research is qualitative in nature. Due to lack of academic 

literature available on the subject, the study mostly focuses on the media 

coverage of the movement as well as the op-ed content of the local and 

international newspapers. The Social movements (SMs) are group action 

focusing on specific social or political issue. More often, SMs are supposed to 

be carried out in advanced democratic societies. However, some may be 

observed in military regimes having democratizing effects. Pakistan's 

Lawyers‟ Movement (LM) is one such case in point organized in the era of a 

military dictator. 

 

Social Movement Theory 

The theory of liberal-individualism essentially focuses on individual as 

maximizer of his self-interest. The theory of social action, as proposed by 

Mancur Olson (1965), states that individual rationality lies at the center of all 

social movements. His philosophical foundations also provided basis for the 

resource mobilization theory (RMT). The RMT approach is generally 

explained within the broader context of resource mobilization perspective. The 

main focus is on the utilization of human, economic, cultural and political 

resources by the movement. The RMT considers rational consideration of 

individuals with reference to different costs and benefits, linked with 

movement participation. The everyday decisions especially by the leaders of 

social movements are the starting point for RM theorists. In order to appeal to 

the existing political and ideological orientations of potential sympathizers 

before they could calculate their costs and benefits of movement participation, 

social movement organizations usually work at framing protest issues. Thus 
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ideological predispositions can completely influence an individual's attraction 

to, and support for, a given protest movement. Empirical examples of 

numerous social mobilizations show that collective identities and not cost-

benefit analysis play a determining role. (1995: 248) 

The framing approach to social movements is associated with the work 

of David Snow, William Gamson and Todd Gitlin. The concept of frame, 

according to Erving Goffman (1974), refers to the interpretive schemes that 

individuals take up so as to make sense of the world around them and to place 

themselves within it. The main reason of creating frames by the social 

movements is to attract new participants targeted for mobilization. Media 

exerts significant influence on individuals' collective action frames. The 

success or failure of modern social movements can be related to media. For 

Gitlin, media frames are “principles of selection, emphasis, and presentation 

(which are) composed of little tacit theories about what exists, what happens 

and what matters.” (1980: 47) The framing processes include three separate, 

though not mutually exclusive constituents: 

1. The diagnostic frame is used to describe the problem: what is the 

problem that the social movement participants are targeting? 

2. The prognostic frame involves identification of the desirable solution to 

the problem. 

3. The motivational frame suggests and motivate the potential 

participants/activists to get ready for the solution of the problem. 

The political opportunity approach works as a bridge between macro and 

micro levels of analysis for the study of social movements. Sidney G. Tarrow 

defines political opportunities and constraints as, “dimensions of the political 

struggle that encourage people to engage in contentious politics.” (2011: 19-

20) The structural focus of Charles Tilly‟s (2012) work is a common feature of 

the political opportunity approach and according to him, the political 

opportunities are exterior resources for mobilizing groups which means that 

they are not created by social movements. There are different variables in 

determining the access to political space that may impact social movements 

either by "opening or closing possibilities for activism." According to Gamson 
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and Meyer (1996: 275-90), movement responses are dependent upon 

recognition and interpretation of opportunities and threats. 

 

The Lawyers’ Movement through the Lens of SMT 

Framing 

The framing perspective associate the success of a social movement to 

the development of an injustice frame which is an ensemble of ideas and 

symbols that highlight not only the significance of the problem but also the 

role of the social movement to overcome it. "We do not see the frame directly, 

but infer its presence by its characteristic expressions and language. Each 

frame gives the advantage to certain ways of talking and thinking, while it 

places others out of the picture." (Ryan and Gamson, 2006: 14)  

The LM gave birth to frames that motivated, inspired, and demanded 

loyalty. It successfully framed its support as a moral obligation such that the 

people perceived it a struggle for "justice". So the support of public became 

easy under the banner of "justice" as this is one of the most crucial and 

sensitive aspects of ordinary Pakistanis. The LM showed the desire to form a 

society ruled by the state constitution by legitimately elected civilian 

government. Likewise, the diagnostic frames were used to blame the ever 

increasing influence of the military over civilian institutions for an extensive 

range of social ills, which includes rising unemployment, paralyzing political 

institutions and insecurity stemming from the war on terrorism. The rule of law 

and social justice were associated with rights secured, which would be the 

foundation for solving all other socio-economic problems. (Anwar 2009) 

 

Symbols and Slogans     

  The incident of grabbing the Chief Justice by hair, was framed as the 

degradation of the "law" itself and generally it was perceived that if the Chief 

Justice of the country is not safe then nobody would be safe here as he 

symbolized dignified civility, and rule of law. It seriously captured public 

attention and ultimately the CJ became the symbol of unity for general public. 

Lawyers and media played a remarkable role for highlighting the symbolic 
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importance of Chief Justice, which enthused vigor not only in the movement 

but also motivated all segments of society. One particular image captured the 

public imagination. The newspapers also published "an iconic photograph of 

the scene." (Khan 2010:1713). Many of the lawyers‟ demonstrations opened 

with a poem by the late Leftist poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz. In addition to rallies 

intended to demonstrate opposition to the military action, protesters utilized 

other tools of dissent, like placards denouncing the regime‟s decision “Go, 

Musharraf Go!” and Members of an armed police unit, wearing T-shirts that 

read “No Fear,” walking briskly showing that "the movement was peaceful." 

(NYT, June 1, 2008) Banners proclaiming support for the movement as “only 

an independent judiciary is the guarantee of the survival of Pakistan. 

 

Resource Mobilizing Structure    

The Role of Leadership                      

  The SM's success mainly depends upon the reputation of the leadership 

responsible for communicating the frame. In the case of LM, this role was best 

played by leaders like barrister Aitzaz Ahsan, Munir A. Malik, and Ali Ahmed 

Kurd. The role of Aitzaz Ahsan, Pakistan‟s leading constitutional lawyer, was 

remarkable who led the movement successfully. The LM leadership remained 

united throughout the movement, despite many differences they may have on 

other issues. For example, though affiliated with different political parties – 

Aitezaz Ahsan with PPP, for instance, they have ensured relative autonomy 

from outside influences. This has not only made them credible in the eyes of 

their supporters but also provided consistency to the effort without much 

interruption. (NYT, June 1, 2008) Their continuous mass interaction and 

motivational speeches appealed to public, and made the issue worthwhile. 

After the election, the lawyers returned to the streets, declaring a “black flag” 

week to push their demand for the restoration of the judges. (ibid) Barrister 

Aitzaz Ahsan made the final decision of "long march" when civilian 

government showed reluctance in CJ's restoration. The LM did not merely rely 

on a single leader but on a constellation of committed individuals who also 

managed to rally a number of political leaders behind their cause. Such 
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coalitions ensure a much higher ratio of success as compared to those who 

personalized and confined power to themselves. The strategic coordination of 

the movement can also be observed in its campaign for international support in 

which, the efforts and the persistence of CJ was remarkable. He personally 

wrote letters to officials in the UK and USA, requesting for their support. 

(Open letter from the CJ of Pakistan, posted on HRCP blog, Jan 31, 2008) He 

was awarded with the honorary membership of the New York City Bar 

Association and "medal of Freedom" from Harvard Law School. The LM 

gained international recognition creating greater pressure upon the 

government, and contributed towards internationalization of the movement. 

 

The Role of Lawyers' Organizations  

Most of the research highlights the importance of organizational 

resources in the case of LM where the SCBA  and PBC not only organized the 

activities all over the country but also used social interactions with local 

communities. The Lawyers‟ National Action Committee (LNAC) made all the 

central decisions for the movement with the involvement of the PBC and 

through the local bar councils. (cited in Jordyn Phelps, in NYT, Aug 12, 2009) 

Effective mobilization could be possible due to communication networks. The 

LM remained self-reliant as societal force in the form of civil society 

organizations, and so it withstood pressures. The LM provides an example of 

how civil society organizations can impact Pakistani politics. (NYT, June 1, 

2008) The LHCBA carried out a 10 million signature movement, which aimed 

at getting signatures on a large white cloth to be presented to the parliament at 

the end of long march in March, 2009. Political activists and lawyers 

participated in the campaign and signed the petition. (ibid) Political parties 

could foresee some future political gains as well, thus catering support. 

  

Collective Identity 

Participation in protest activities also reinforced collective identity of 

the protestors. According to Gamson (1992: 53-76), a collective identity 

emerges when individuals‟ “sense of who they are becomes engaged with a 
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definition shared by co-participants in some effort at social change.” For 

instance, many lawyers related the LM to resistance against illegitimate state 

authority, and also resembled it to the struggle for independence. An analogy 

was also drawn between the LM and the lawyer Jinnah. For inspiration and 

motivation, the activists referred to Gandhi, Jinnah and Nehru. Furthermore, 

the resistance of lawyers against Z.A. Bhutto and General Zia were also 

recalled.  

Even the "judges" of lower courts seemed to have taken on and 

preferred their "professional identities" more in a relational fashion. Protests by 

common people also motivated many deposed judges to continue their 

struggle. The retired judges appreciated protesters' hardships. The superior 

court judges including the CJ was echoing this sentiment when he said that it 

“was an easy decision to resign” based on the orders of his “conscience.” and 

that “[The protesters] gave [him] the courage to continue on.” (CJ's 2008 

interview cited in Khan, 2010) The lawyers collaborated their efforts with 

social networks and informal institutions. Numerous studies "highlight the 

importance of social networks for movement recruitment, particularly where 

social ties provide bonds of trust and solidarity and encourage movement." 

(McAdam 1986: 64-90) 

 

Civil Society and Students’ Associations 

According to resource mobilization theory, human resource as workers 

and participants is essential. Student associations like Students for Restoration 

of Democracy in Pakistan and Pakistan Youth Alliance participated in mass 

mobilization using social media. Threats, beatings, and arrests by the state 

physical apparatuses further strengthened the will of students.  

 

The Role of Electronic Media 

Success and failure of a social movement largely depends upon content 

and symbolic projections by the media. The supportive role of mass media 

contributed to LM's objectives. The lawyers‟ organizations and media started 

having closer ties when media faced restrictions after the declaration of 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2254176219
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2254176219
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2254176219
http://www.facebook.com/PakistanYouthAlliance
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emergency in 2007. The electronic media played its real role by showing its 

severe tenacious resistance against the order of blockage to information. The 

media was also trying to frame the public opinion and exposed many facts 

which were not formally accessible, especially the messages of lawyers were 

emphasized and publicized through lengthy transmissions and also covered the 

LM persistently for two years. Special debate sessions were held with the help 

of proponents and opponents of the lawyers„ movement. It also presented the 

standpoints and validity claims of pro-restoration and anti-restoration. On the 

other hand, regime showed its dissatisfaction with media coverage and charged 

it of exaggerating and misrepresenting facts. With the support of media, it 

became easy for lawyers to bring a professional issue of lawyers' private 

sphere into wider public sphere. Because of all the services that media was 

providing to lawyers‟ movement, it had to pay a price. The  and the very first 

restriction which it faced was in June 2007 when PEMRA amendment 

ordinance was enforced, which banned media from live coverage of the 

lawyers protests rallies put a ban on media from the live coverage of the 

lawyers„ protest rallies. This ordinance provided another chance opportunity to 

lawyers and journalists to start a joint protest against it and at last government 

backtracked on the ordinance. Such a joint protest was helpful in raising the 

institutionalized public sphere for the lawyers„ movement. The process of 

restriction continued by the regime; like after the emergency, the private TV 

channels were banned. Talk shows of popular anchors of different private TV 

channels were also closed. The enforcement of emergency was followed by 

crackdown specifically on lawyers and media in order to contain their joint 

efforts but it could not stop them from spreading the message of justice. In 

fact, it brought them on the same platform. Such coercive means speeded up 

the efforts of lawyers and media towards achieving the goals of the movement. 

        The current age of globalization and information revolution makes it easy 

for messages to get across and mobilize the people. So Pakistani electronic 

media took to alternative methods to continue with banned programs and their 

viewers intact. When the programmes were banned on cable network, free 

access to live streaming through internet and satellite antenna was provided. 
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This also followed crackdown on satellite antenna sellers in major cities, but 

the channels did not stop reporting of the news and broadcasted their 

programmes in routine manner, with stronger critical content against the 

regime.  

Another distinctive approach was that the TV talk shows were arranged 

on footpaths, press clubs, and at premises of bar associations. These were the 

institutions which arbitrated critical thinking of public sphere, the same way 

the saloons, coffee houses, and theatre were institutions of public sphere in 

Habermas' description. (1987) In these talk shows the anchors and the 

participants, mostly lawyers and journalists criticized, reasoned, and 

purposefully debated on the government policies more openly. 

The relationship between media and legal fraternity was based upon 

trust and confidence. Press remained very receptive and full of appreciation of 

the public interest proceedings even before the start of lawyers„ movement 

under the suo moto actions taken by the CJ. With an extensive media coverage, 

the shift became visible in the CJ posture from government loyalist to a public 

figure. The publicity was demanding more actions from the CJ in terms of 

more public interest court cases which meant more media coverage. The 

regime clearly disliked this trend as evident in the reference filed against CJ in 

March 2007, where one charge was media savvy approach of the CJ one of the 

charges was based on the media.  

Every case implicating pubic authority got commendable support from 

media and legal public sphere, which lead to favorable public opinion of CJ, 

like the construction safety and urban planning case 2005, the privatization of 

steel mill„s case in 2007, and the missing persons‟ case in 2007 which accused 

the army and intelligence agencies and lastly, the presidential election in 2008 

implicating a president in military uniform. In each case, CJ was acting against 

more powerful officials than the previously observed ones and media was full 

of appreciation and encouragement for the CJ. The same media continued its 

support even at the time when CJ was deposed. The price they paid was 

crackdown on media outlets, ban on private media channels, and crackdown on 

journalists. 
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The Role of the Political Parties 

In addition to such organizational support, lawyers‟ associations 

welcomed the services of political parties for mobilizing the general public in 

order to muster their opinion in favor of the issue while political parties had 

some underlying interests as well. Many political parties like the PML(N), 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, Jamaat-e-Islami and others carried out their support 

and participated in the Long March for restoration of judges despite a ban on 

protests and rallies under Section 144 by the government.  

                                             

Conclusion  

The analysis presented in this paper shows that the lawyers' movement 

in Pakistan can be explained through the lens of social movement theory. The 

SMT explains the LM from its emergence to mobilization to networking to its 

final outcome. The SMT‟s explanation enriches our understanding of the 

movement. Social movements are not restricted to Western societies only, 

these can be organized in developing countries like Pakistan where the military 

has dominated politics for more than three decades in intervals, and where 

judiciary remained a rubber stamp in the hands of the powerful executives for 

the most of its time. These societies can have Western style non-violent social 

movements. It reveals the strength of judiciary as an institution to protect itself 

against any external encroachment, and to organize such a mass movement 

around its cause. This research also reveals the existence of strong institutions 

in Pakistan under the role of judiciary and media, which is unusual especially 

in the third world countries. The most important result of the LM is the 

"National Judicial Policy" formed in March 2009, which aimed at bringing 

about radical reforms in judicial institutions. The policy precipitated the 

understanding that the Parliament should stick to legislative matters because 

they have the role of political leadership which will be supported by the 

lawyers in future. (Mahrwald, Aug 26, 2009) The struggle of judiciary for its 

independence in Pakistan presents at least some proof that "judicial power has 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Section_144
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a popular currency and an ability to open up new forms of political 

engagement and new arenas of political power." (Khan 2010) 
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Motivational aspects in Police Basic Training to Counter Terrorism in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan 

Farhat Ullah, Imran Ahmad Sajid  

Abstract 

The study entitled “Responding to Terrorism: A study of motivational aspects 

of police basic training in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan” exploring the police 

opinion regarding motivational aspects in police basic training and its 

significance and role in responding to terrorism. Data was collected through a 

structured questionnaire by using Likert scale from a sample of 363 

respondents determined through Sekaran table from the instructors at PTC 

Hangu, RTC Kohat, Trained police constables in Peshawar and Kohat city. 

Total population size was 6564 and proportionate stratified sample technique 

was used to determine the sample size from each strata whereas systematic 

sampling method were applied to pick the samples from the three selected 

sample groups. A Chi Square test was applied to ascertain association between 

dependent variable i.e. responding to terrorism and independent variable i.e. 

motivational aspect of police training. Most of the respondents viewed that 

police basic training structure has a lot of drawbacks and they were of the 

opinion that training system needs to be reorganized to counter the terrorists. In 

responding to terrorism, every aspect of the training increases motivation in 

police personnel (P=.000), police personnel lack motivation due to deficiencies 

in training system (P=.000) and motivated police personnel remain active 

during their duty time (P=.048). The study concluded that motivational aspect 

of police training has a major role in responding to terrorism. The study 

recommends enhancing motivational aspects in police basic training system 

and to reorganizes the whole structure of police training and police should be 

strengthen to fight more efficiently against the terrorists.  

 

Key Words: Responding to terrorism, Motivation, police, basic and training 
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I. Introduction 

Police is the most suitable workforce who can prevent the terror attacks 

by disrupting terrorist groups if they follow the essential standards of policing, 

including patrolling, information gathering, and observation of suspects of the 

concerned area (Krishna, 2013). Dahl (2010) states that in all the civil 

disorders, related to any violation of law, police are the first respondents. 

Police personnel instead of dealing with traditional street crimes, has recently 

started to deal with more sophisticated, organized and diverse form of crimes 

i.e. countering terrorism (Fasihuddin, 2012). In the ongoing terrorist activities 

inside Pakistan that have started after the event of September 11, 2001, police 

personnel now requires some sort of special training to enhance their 

motivational level, related specifically to counter terrorism (Fasihuddin, 2009). 

But the motivational level of police is not so praiseworthy for tackling 

terrorism and controlling insurgency in terrorism affected areas. Howard 

(2004) mentions that police face a new challenge after 9/11: weapons of mass 

destruction possess worldwide by many terrorist groups that can affect police 

motivational level. 

 

In Pakistan, the issue of terrorism and the level of police motivation is 

one of the hotly debated topics in debates and it poses a serious problem for the 

state at national and international levels (Quraishi, 2002). Police in Pakistan 

are the first victims of every terrorist activity and increasing terrorist activities 

affects the performance and motivation of police. According to Ras (2010), 

Police personnel are properly trained at the time of their entry into police force. 

They are taught basic laws, especially PPC, Qanoon-e-Shahadat, CRPC and 
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other basic laws. They also get physical training. Ortmeier (2006) contends 

that various in-service trainings are also offered to police personnel, which are 

also mandatory for their promotion. However, all these training are related to 

tackling with crimes, such as murder, theft and robbery etc. The training 

system for the police is also outdated, keeping in view the present challenge of 

countering terrorism. Police in general are not appropriately motivated to 

tackle the problem of terrorism. 

 

It has been observed that Pakistan plunged into a new era of war against 

terror without any appropriate preparation. In Pre 9/11, police in Pakistan had 

not faced such kind of terrorist activities and they also did not have capacity to 

cope with them. In this new context they do not have the capabilities like 

proper trainings, equipments, and technology for tracing terrorists etc. 

Moreover the terrorist started targeting police and a number of incidents have 

been reported. In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, police reportedly lacks proper 

motivation to counter terrorism. Same is the situation of the police forces in 

other provinces of Pakistan. 

 

II. Literature Review 

In 21
st
 century effective policing is a pillar of democracy and effective 

policing will make this pillar stronger and more resistant to the changes and 

challenges facing law enforcement in the twenty-first century. Decades have 

passed since lack of skills or training was not seen as an impediment to 

becoming a police officer. Various accountability mechanisms have been put 
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in place to assure that the organizational charts reflect the needs and the 

operational necessities of effective policing (Haberfeld, Clarke & Sheehan, 

2012). Miller (2006) found that work motivation increases the mental state and 

energy level of law enforcement officials during stress. Enhancing motivation 

in police personnel is a challenge for police to counter terrorism. In the post 

9/11 scenario effective policing for countering the terrorist remains a challenge 

at national level (Fayyaz, 2008).In Pakistan there is lack of motivated police 

officers and police service of Pakistan is adversely affected by politically 

motivated policies (Abbas, 2012).Motivation plays a very significant role in 

police strategies of responding to terrorism. But police personnel lack 

motivation to counter the terrorists and for this purpose quality of curriculum 

in Pakistan‟s police training is in need of serious revision. 

 Various factors are responsible for the lack of motivation in police 

personnel. Police performance in counter-terrorism and counterinsurgency is 

unsatisfactory. They are poorly trained, corrupt, ill-equipped and 

psychologically not ready to counter terrorism.  Abbas (2011) commented that 

police in Pakistan became politicized in the recent decades and every senior 

police officer wants to be in the good book in one political party or the other. 

In rural areas of Pakistan, local police officers can influence the fate of 

politicians in elections through rigging. Further, politicians use police for 

torturing their opponents, who are mostly poor people. Suicide attacks also 

affected police motivation towards countering terrorism at large. Suicide 

attacks are the worst form of terrorism in all the forms of terrorist accidents. It 

is very difficult to prevent suicide attacks than dealing with the other forms of 

terrorism (Hoffman, 2003). Khurshid (2012) argued that in Pakistan Anti-
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Terrorism laws needs serious amendments for enhancing police personnel 

motivation level. From a police perspective this is one of the major problems 

faced by police during investigation of the terrorist cases. Perito (2012) stated 

that in Pakistan we see that police personnel not devoted their energies fully 

towards their duties due to lack of motivation. 

 The training practices and training syllabus in Pakistan is outdated and 

cannot face the current challenges. Course books used in lower and upper level 

courses in police training colleges needs major improvements. There is no 

universally applicable police training policy to enhance the motivation in 

police personnel (Rineheart, 2010). Lack of proper training to counter 

terrorism could have serious consequences. Curriculum at all levels of training 

fails to address the core issue of enhancing motivation and countering 

terrorism. For raising motivation in police personnel, service oriented policing 

and training at all levels must be updated, revise and improved. New courses 

related to countering terrorism strategies, organized crimes, bomb blasts, 

suicide bombings, target killings, conflict resolution, restorative justice and 

stress management should also be introduced in police training. The police 

personnel should be well trained and equipped to fight the terrorists 

successfully. Police must be motivated fully to response the terrorist accidents 

effectively.  The responsibilities of the police role in countering terrorism 

strategies has increased manifold. Proper training for all police personnel is of 

significant importance in order to won the war against terror. Imam (2011) 

suggested that impact of office facilities, workplace, high salary and other 

benefits affects the motivational level of employees. Very limited studies have 
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been conducted on the issue of motivational aspects of police training so for 

this purpose research on good policing should be initiated. 

 

III. Method of Study 

Data was collected from potential respondents, who have information 

regarding police training such as police personnel in Peshawar and Kohat, 

instructors in police training college i.e. PTC Hangu and RTC Kohat, Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa of Pakistan. The sample size of 363 respondents was determined 

through Sekaran table (Sekaran, 2003). A structured questionnaire based on 

Likert scale was used for data collection. Data was entered and analyzed on 

SPSS version 20. The Chi Square test was applied to ascertain association 

between the different motivation related factors and responding to terrorism.  

IV. Results of the Study 

Demographic Information 

 Nature of the respondents job and their marital status are very 

important variables which determines their level of maturity, knowledge and 

awareness about the concerned topic i.e. police training and different aspects of 

training to countering terrorism. Out of the total 363 (100 percent) respondents, 

354 i.e. 97.5 percent of the respondents were trained police personnel and 9 i.e. 

2.5 percent of the respondents were trainers.  Further, 81 percent of the 

respondents were married and 19 percent were unmarried.  

 Age and education is a factor which tells us about the experience in 

society regarding common issues affecting people. Out of the total respondents 

119 i.e. 32.8 percent belongs to the age group of 18-25 years and 120 i.e. 33.1 
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percent of the respondents consisted of the age group 26-33 years. Further, 74 

i.e. 20.4 percent of the respondents were of the age group of 34-40 years and 

only 50 i.e. 13.8 percent respondents belonged to the age group of above 40 

years. Similarly, 74 i.e. 20.4 percent of the respondents were matriculated and 

210 i.e. 57.9 percent of the respondents were having intermediate level of 

education. Out of the total respondents 39 i.e. 10.7 percent of the sample 

respondents were also having bachelor and only 40 i.e. 11 percent of the 

respondents were having master level of education. 

 

Findings of the Study 

Table I shows Chi-square result of different motivational aspect of training 

related factors and countering terrorism. It was found that the factors such as 

motivational level of police personnel can be enhanced through religious 

teachings (p=.005), spirit of self-confidence is needed in police personnel to 

improve their performance (p=.018), feelings of insecurities affect the police 

effectiveness (p=.000) and motivated police personnel remain active during 

their duty time (p=.048) has significantly associated with responding terrorism. 

Similarly, a significant association was recorded between responding terrorism 

and most of the police personnel are happy in their job (p=.002), every aspect 

of the training increases motivation in police personnel (p=.000), police 

personnel lack motivation due to deficiencies in training system (p=.000) and 

police personnel do not devote their full energies to their duty (p=.000). On the 

other hand a non-significant association was reported between police personnel 

needed to be very motivated towards their job/duty (p=.680), motivated police 

personnel are more committed (p=.743), motivation increase psychological 
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state of police (p=.172) and motivation keeps a police personnel in positive 

move and trends (p=.180) with responding terrorism. Similarly, a non-

significant association was also found between the motivation related factors 

such as motivated police personnel are more efficient (p=.469), hardworking is 

the sign of a motivated  police officer (p=.848), police personnel lack 

motivation to face dangers (p=.531) and low salary and facilities affect the 

motivational level of police personnel (p=.403) with responding terrorism. 

V. Discussion 

The study aimed at evaluating the perception of police personnel regarding the 

motivational aspects in police basic training and its role in responding to 

terrorism. The study finding indicates that motivational level of police 

personnel can be enhanced through religious teachings (P=.005) has found a 

significant association with responding to terrorism. This finding support the 

views of Joubert&Grobler (2013) who said that it is the fundamental principle 

of all religions that human beings cannot live in isolation and spiritual 

motivation is necessary to enhance the spiritual strength of the employees. 

Spirit of self confidence is needed in police personnel to improve their 

performance (P=.018) has a significant association with responding to 

terrorism. Similarly Kenny & McNamara (1999) argued that police 

performance can be enhanced through to self-confidence and social ability. So 

in order to improve their performance in the war against terror, their 

confidence level needed to be restored.  Likewise, a significant association was 

recorded between police personnel needed to be very motivated towards their 

job/duty (P=.000) with responding to terrorism. This finding is similar with the 

views of Susan et al., (2012) who found that government and the other 
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stakeholders should adequately motivate the police for improved performance 

and service delivery. Feelings of insecurities affect the police effectiveness 

(P=.000) has a significant association with responding to terrorism. This 

finding acknowledge the views of Abbas (2011), who commented that an 

effective police force is critical to countering insurgency and further he 

advocated that police effectiveness and efficiency is enormously affected by 

militant violence. Motivated police personnel are more committed (P=.003) 

has a significant association with responding to terrorism. Babakhel (2013) 

stressed that police needs motivation from the public and the community to 

enhance police commitment towards their duty.  

Motivation increase psychological state of police (P=.002) has a significant 

association with responding to terrorism. Miller (2006) found that work 

motivation increases the mental state and energy level of law enforcement 

officials during stress. Similarly a significant association was recorded 

between factors such as motivation keeps a police personnel in positive move 

and trends (P=.002) and responding to terrorism. Abbas (2012) argues that in 

Pakistan there is lack of motivated police officers and police service of 

Pakistan is adversely affected by politically motivated policies. Motivated 

police personnel are more efficient (P=.005) has a significant association with 

responding to terrorism. According to a study conducted by Fasihuddin, an 

officer of the police service of Pakistan (PSP) and president of Pakistan 

Society of Criminology along with Imran Ahmad Sajid, a PhD research scholar 

and lecturer and Dr, Basharat Hussain, associate professor of Social Work in 

University of Peshawar, it was found that over 50 percent of the policewomen 

are not happy with their job while 63 percent of the educated women in 
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Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan provinces of Pakistan do not want to 

join the police force (Published in Daily the News, 2013). In contrast, a 

significant association was recorded between factors such as, most of the 

police personnel are happy in their job (P=.002) and responding to terrorism. 

This finding was also acknowledged by Saadat (2013), who commented that 

motivation and hardworking are the attributes of an efficient police officer but 

unfortunately police in Pakistan lack both of these qualities. Police personnel 

lack motivation due to deficiencies in training system (P=.000) is highly 

acknowledge by the study participants. The finding was also recognized by 

Fasihuddin (2009), who found that there is lack of training and motivation in 

the existing police system in Pakistan. Likewise a significant association was 

also recorded between the factors such as police personnel do not devote their 

full energies to their duty (P=.000) and responding terrorism. The finding 

support the views of Perito (2014) argued that one of the major responsibilities 

of police is to prevent all sort of crimes but in Pakistan we see that police 

personnel not devoted their energies fully towards their duties.  

 

VI. Conclusion and Suggestions 

 Based on the findings of the study, draw the conclusion that motivation plays a 

major role in police effectiveness to counter the terrorists. It was founded that 

there are a lot of drawbacks and shortcomings in police training system. 

Several areas are needed to be improved in police training in order to enhance 

motivational level of police. Through religious teachings motivational level of 

police can be enhanced and a spirit of self-confidence is needed to improve 

performance. Feelings of insecurity also effect police performance and because 
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of this reason most of the police personnel are unhappy in their job and every 

aspect of police training required to design for improvement in police 

motivational level. Police in Pakistan is not mentally ready in responding to 

terrorism. Motivational level of the police needed to be improved. For this 

purpose proper counseling services should be provided to them by well-trained 

psychologists. Courses related to stress management should be introduced in 

police basic training. 
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Annex- I 

Table I.  Role of Motivational aspect of Training in Responding to 

Terrorism 

Statements Response  Responding to Terrorism Chi Square  

P Value Yes No Don’t Know 

Motivational level of 

police personnel can be 

enhanced through 

religious teachings 

Yes 
238(65.6%) 73(20.1%) 16(4.4%) 

14.823
a
 

 

P=.005 
No 

10(2.8%) 13(3.6%) 0(0.0%) 

Don‟t Know 
10(2.8%) 2(0.6%) 1(0.3%) 

Spirit of self-confidence 

is needed in police 

personnel to improve 

their performance 

Yes 
226(62.3%) 66(18.2%) 16(4.4%) 

11.871
a
 

 

P=.018 
No 

19(5.2%) 17(4.7%) 1(0.3%) 

Don‟t Know 
13(3.6%) 5(1.4%) 0(0.0%) 

Police personnel needed 

to be very motivated 

towards their job/duty 

Yes 
220(60.6%) 77(21.2%) 15(4.1%) 

2.305
a
 

 

P=.000 
No 

28(7.7%) 10(2.8%) 1(0.3%) 

Don‟t Know 
10(2.8%) 1(0.3%) 1(0.3%) 

Feelings of insecurities 

affect the police 

effectiveness  

Yes 
214(59.0%) 76(20.9%) 7(1.9%) 

26.390
a
 

 

P=.000 
No 

28(7.7%) 12(3.3%) 6(1.7%) 

Don‟t Know 
16(4.4%) 0(0.0%) 4(1.1%) 

Motivated police 

personnel are more 

committed 

Yes 
223(61.4%) 79(21.8%) 15(4.1%) 

1.958
a
 

 

P=.003 
No 

23(6.3%) 4(1.1%) 1(0.3%) 

Don‟t Know 
12(3.3%) 5(1.4%) 1(0.3%) 

Motivation increase 

psychological state of 

police 

Yes 
227(62.5%) 81(22.3%) 15(4.1%) 

6.384
a
 

 

P=.002 
No 

23(6.3%) 5(1.4%) 0(0.0%) 

Don‟t Know 
8(2.2%) 2(0.6%) 2(0.6%) 

Motivated police 

personnel remain active 

during their duty time 

Yes 
222(61.2%) 81(22.3%) 12(3.3%) 

9.607
a
 

 

P=.048 
No 

27(7.4%) 5(1.4%) 5(1.4%) 

Don‟t Know 
9(2.5%) 2(0.6%) 0(0.3) 

Motivation keeps a police 

personnel in positive 

move and trends 

Yes 
232(63.9%) 85(23.4%) 16(4.4%) 

6.261
a
 

 

P=.001 
No 

15(4.1%) 0(0.0%) 1(0.3%) 

Don‟t Know 
11(3.0%) 3(0.8%) 0(0.0%) 

Motivated police 

personnel are more 

Yes 
230(63.4%) 82(22.6%) 17(4.7%) 

3.560
a
 

 No 
19(5.2%) 5(1.4%) 0(0.0%) 
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efficient Don‟t Know 
9(2.5%) 1(0.3%) 0(0.0%) 

P=.005 

Most of the police 

personnel are happy in 

their job 

Yes 
197(54.3%) 56(15.4%) 16(4.4%) 

16.572
a
 

 

P=.002 
No 

51(14.0%) 32(8.8%) 1(0.3%) 

Don‟t Know 
10(2.8%) 0(0.0%) 0(0.0%) 

Hardworking is the sign 

of a motivated  police 

officer 

Yes 
226(62.3%) 75(20.7%) 16(4.4%) 

1.378
a
 

 

P=.848 
No 

23(6.3%) 10(2.8%) 1(0.3%) 

Don‟t Know 
9(2.5%) 3(0.8%) 0(0.0%) 

Every aspect of the 

training increases 

motivation in police 

personnel 

Yes 
213(58.7%) 54(14.9%) 16(4.4%) 

22.183
a
 

 

P=.000 
No 

37(10.2%) 30(8.3%) 0(0.0%) 

Don‟t Know 
8(2.2%) 4(1.1%) 1(0.3%) 

Police personnel lack 

motivation due to 

deficiencies in training 

system 

Yes 
97(26.7%) 20(5.5%) 14(3.9%) 

25.295
a
 

 

P=.000 
No 

139(38.3%) 63(17.4%) 2(0.6%) 

Don‟t Know 
22(6.1%) 5(1.4%) 1(0.3%) 

Police personnel do not 

devote their full energies 

to their duty 

Yes 
122(33.6%) 16(4.4%) 13(3.6%) 

32.937
a
 

 

P=.000 
No 

131(36.1%) 71(19.6%) 4(1.1%) 

Don‟t Know 
5(1.4%) 1(0.3%) 4(1.1%) 
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Problems faced by Women Police in Pakistan 
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Abstract 

Like other sectors of society, whereby women‘s discrimination is 

blatant, armed and security forces like police has also historically side-lined 

women folk on stereotypical grounds. This paper attempts to analyse the 

various administrative and socio-cultural problems faced by prospective 

women to be recruited in police force as well as the same nature of 

problems faced by the already serving women police staff in Pakistan. The 

study was based on secondary analysis of reported problems faced by 

women police in Pakistan. Findings of the study reveal that certain 

administrative problems such as male officers‘ strict attitude, access 

problems to the crime scenes, police station‘s infrastructure, recruitment 

and training problems and other socio-cultural factors such as sexual 

harassment, general perception towards women policing, male officers 

authoritative attitude and lack of cooperation from them have been the 

salient pulling factors that hamper the efficiency of already employed 

women police force as well as discourage the general women folk to enter 

into the police department. 

 

Keywords: Women policing; Pakistan; Discrimination; Patriarchy; 

Stereotyping; Norms and Values 

 

Background Analysis 

Women are important segment of society and any dream of 

development will remain elusive without their active participation in 

various spheres of life(Kazi& Raza 1991). Women in Pakistan face extreme 

difficulty while entering into any occupation (Khan and Maan, 2008).  Due 

to a male dominated and patriarchal culture there is division of labour in 

society (Tisdell, 2002) where women have been assigned duties inside the 

house while a man dominates the world outside the home (Jehan, 2000). In 

such a societal conditions, women are deprived of better education, and are 
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imparted those skills which are necessary for their role as mothers and 

wives only (Parveen, 2011). On the other hand, male members of the 

family are given better education and skills in order to prepare them for 

their future roles (Afza and Rashid, 2009).Within such an unfavourable 

gender social milieu, women have to naturally accept many socio-cultural 

challenges when they choose to work in a largely patriarchal and male 

dominated society (Augusto and Saadia, 2005; Chodorow, 1978).Women 

in Pakistan are mostly attached to some typical professions like teaching, 

banking and medicines while, their entry into law enforcement agencies 

like police force has not been encouraging(Khan, 2007). The topic of 

women police has been fairly marginal in police studies. Severe problems 

of modern law enforcement such as corruption, victim neglect, excessive 

force and sexual harassment are what have become the salient features of 

male-dominated nature of police work (Prenzler& Sinclair 2013). The 

situation is very much typical of developing countries, whereby considering 

women as second citizens is still the norm. A large body of research 

prescribes that policing as a whole could better be improved universally, 

provided that women policing is given fair representation from the 

population on equitable grounds (Natarjan, 2008).Most of the developing 

countries including India, Nepal and Pakistan are characterized by an acute 

representational deficit as per their populations in law enforcement sectors 

such as policing. The case of Pakistan is justifiably worst for having less 

than one percent of women police officers (Niazi, 2013). 

 

Theoretical Grounding 

Feminism can be defined in many ways. This study, however 

utilizes the conception of feminism being provided by Bierema and Cseh 

(2003). To these scholars, viewing the world from a feminist lens means a 

full acknowledgment of the position and existence of women in the society 

as well as ensuring equality between the genders. The theory also advocates 

for equality which is all-inclusive, irrespective of racial, ethnic and sexual 

orientation. It further implies to spotlight the workplace issues in terms of 

the forms of oppression, discrimination, socio-political relationship and 

social justice (Brisolara, 2003). This paper also borrows concept of equity 

and access from (Valenziano, 2008) analysis of the workplace from a 
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Feminist HRD perspective which are similarly used here as were meant by 

the author in the stated study.  Equity means equal treatment across all 

employees, while access is considered to be the ability to find and engage 

in positive work opportunities (Hite, 2004). 

 

Methods and Procedures 

This study aims to identify the socio-cultural constraints hampering 

women participation in police force of Pakistan. It is largely based on 

secondary analysis of problems faced by the women police in Pakistan.  

Qualitative approach has been adapted to come up with a detailed and 

complete portrait of the problem. For this very purpose, comprehensive 

methods of literature review have been employed with the help of relevant 

books, newspaper articles, journals and online materials. In addition, 

several authorities of the law enforcing agencies were also contacted to 

provide additional supplements to the literature already being reviewed.  

 

Results and Discussions 

As acknowledged worldwide now, an equitable gender approach is 

the call of the day to address issues of the contemporary World. The call 

has been responded well by a relatively recent emerged group of advocates 

of gender equality (Feminists) who view development both as a product as 

well as precursor of balanced gender representation and participation in 

every walk of life. Gender issue and its related problems have now largely 

been addressed in the developed World, insurmountable challenges, 

however, still exist to be overcome by the developing nations including 

Pakistan which ranks even higher in Gender Disparity Index (The News, 

2014). The severity of such challenges is often characterized by its socio-

cultural and historical backgrounds. Like other sectors of society, whereby 

women‘s discrimination is blatant, armed and security forces like police has 

historically side-lined women folk on stereotypical grounds. The main 

premise of this study is based on the analysis of women‘s participation in 

police force since the country‘s inception as well as an enquiry into the 

actual problems faced by recruited women staff in police force.   
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Women policing in Pakistan-A historical view 

The history of women police can be traced back to the British 

regime in the subcontinent in which recruitment of women police was 

infrequent (Baba Khel, 2015). In 1939 women police were inducted for a 

short period of time for curtailing female agitator that were part of the 

farmer‘s movement in Punjab (Shah, 2014). The strength of women police 

did not increase considerably until 1952 when 25 Constables, two Head 

Constables and an Assistant Sub Inspectors were recruited. The situation 

remained the same until 1994 when former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 

(late) established the first ever women police station in Rawalpindi 

(Prenzler& Sinclair 2013). The Rawalpindi Range‘s then DIG Dr 

Muhammad Shoaib Suddle told that the founding of women-only police 

stations was in response to the public demand and complaints against the 

male officer for arresting or investigating the women suspects (Taj, 2004). 

Aligned with the public aspirations, it was therefore emphasized that all 

cases involving women had to be dealt with by the Women‘s Police 

Station. Female staff in the same Women‘s Police Station included an 

Inspector, two Sub-Inspectors, one ASI, two head constables and 13 

constables (HRCP/CHRI, 2010). Benazir Bhutto, the then Prime Minister 

of Pakistan took the same initiative in Abbotabad, Peshawar, Lahore, 

Multan, Karachi and Larkana(The News, 1994). However, she could not 

materialize her plan of setting up the women –only police stations in every 

city of Pakistan due to her government dismissal in November 1996(Awan, 

2004). As far as the performance of these women police stations is 

concerned, the one in Peshawar had not registered a single case until 2004, 

whereas that in Abbotabad had registered 400 cases by that time (The 

News, 2013). Due to some reasons, however, all-women police stations 

including Abbottabad, were stopped from registering cases in 2002. 

Although, gender parity seems to have traditionally been an integral feature 

of Pakistan‘s policing, the situation appears to be slowly changing 

(Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 2013).  

 

Role of women policing in Pakistan-A functional view 

The role and importance of women in police cannot be denied in 

any country due to the increasing rates of female criminality, juvenile 
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delinquency and rise in domestic violence (Seal, Muhammad and 

Fulkerson, 2013). Research studies confirm that women police have proved 

to be more efficient and effective than their male counterparts in dealing 

with family disputes and showed more concern, care, tolerance, and 

understanding in these situations (Bell, 1982; Homant and Kennedy, 1985). 

This is largely true due to the social and cultural sensitivities that are 

neither expected nor appreciated to be addressed by men. Keeping in view 

the importance of women police,Model Women Police Stations have been 

established due the problems faced by women in filling First Information 

Reports (FIRs) and due to lack of facilitation from patriarchal police 

structure (Jalil, 2011). In addition, women police were required for 

arresting women suspects, house searching and physical handling of 

women suspects because the normative structure did not allow male police 

officer to conduct body search of women suspects (Horne, 1980; Niazi, 

2013; Natarajan, 2008). Furthermore, police women were also required for 

improving the operational capacity and effectiveness of forces by building 

trust with the local communities, de-escalating violence and collecting very 

important intelligence than man could do (Lonsway et al., 2003). 

 

Although women police stations are operational mostly in urban 

areas, but there are a number of socio cultural challenges due to which 

women are either unable or unwilling to join police force in Pakistan. In 

addition, women who join police force face various challenges while 

performing their duties. Some of the challenges and problems being 

spotlighted are as under; 

 

Normative pressures 

In many societies, policing is considered as a ―masculine role‟ and 

even today the percentage of women joining police is very less as 

compared to other profession (Abbasi, 2013). General perception of a 

police role signifies masculine attributes (Fasihuddin and Sajid, 2013) like 

authority, domination, physical vigour, ruthlessness and roughness that are 

fairly opposing to the generally perceived feminine attributes of  

dependence, subjugation, delicate physique, softness and accommodative 

spirit (Cooper, 2008; Shah, 2014).In the pre-industrialized era, work of 
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every sort had naturally to be manual and consequently difficult. Patrolling, 

raids and arrests required enough strength, skills, courage and vitality. It 

was therefore more viable that certain biological features as are integral to 

women folk plus their social interpretations prevented women to get into 

such hard professions. Conversely, modern era, especially in the developed 

countries is more characterized by a factor of convenience, in almost every 

sphere of social life. Technological interventions have almost perished or 

redefined the concepts of ‗men‘ or ‗women‘ jobs.  In addition the police 

use to deal with convicts or criminals, generally thought to be undesirable 

and interaction with such anti-social elements is in opposition with the 

norms and values of society (Ghosh, 1981). According to Seal, Muhammad 

and Fulkerson, (2013) despite the financial benefits, and opportunities of 

professional development, police service in Pakistan is still less desirable 

for women due to the prevalent cultural patterns and the social stigma 

attached with this profession. Similarly HRCP Country Reports (2012) 

concludes that due to limitations on women movement and social pressure 

related to women joining law enforcing agencies, utilization of women's 

police centres was limited. 

 

Administrative compulsions 

Owing to the small number of women police stations, complainants 

often face difficulty in accessing them in order to lodge their pleas 

(Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 2013). On the other side 

women police officer also face logistic problems while reaching the crime 

scene at distance and to get the autopsy through a government hospital 

(Adil, 2013).Physical infrastructure of the existing women police stations is 

also women unfriendly i.e. lacking proper accommodation/hostels and pick 

and drop facility. Except for Islamabad, women police are deprived of day-

care and transportation facilities in other police stations (Kotwal, 2012).In 

addition, the ten litre fuel provided for patrolling of eight hours shift is also 

not sufficient (Daily Dawn, 2012).According to Jalil (2011), women police 

stations have become examples of female disempowerment. In KP, for 

example, senior male officers impose strict restrictions on policewomen‘ 

mobility out of the station. A research study by HRCP (2012) concludes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 
Sajjad Hussain,  Basharat Hussain, Waqar Ahmed & Hamid Alam 

 
80 

that women police stations lack necessary equipment which are necessary 

for discharging their duties. 

 

Recruitment & training 

Women are under-recruited by Pakistan‘s police and 

underrepresented in decision-making roles. Statistics released by the 

National Police Bureau of Pakistan in 2011 reveals a total of 453,901 

members of police personals, in which a dissatisfactory number i.e. 4,027 

were women. This represents only a 0.89 percent of the total women police 

strength of Pakistan. Most of them served in lower ranks, from constable to 

inspector level. Only 85 of these policewomen served in higher ranks, and 

majority were from one province—Punjab (Peters, 2014). Similarly, 

according to the Daily Nation (2014) DIG Muhammad Ali Baba Khel in 

one of his presentation mentioned that that in Pakistan there are only 12 

women police stations as compared to 442 women police stations in India, 

in which 196 police stations are in Tamil Nadu. He further adds that the 

ladies police recruited in 1990 so far could not got the training and there is 

lack of coordination between recruitment and training centre. He held that 

there was no physical instructor in 23 women institutions and only 11 law 

instructors are available in the country.  The women police officer also 

lagged behind in building their capacities due to the prejudice of their male 

colleagues. Ms Rozia Altaf, a 16 –year‘s veteran of the force is an excellent 

example who waited for six year before her application for police training 

was even accepted (Gosh, 2013).According to Awan (2004), lack of 

training has badly affected the performance of women police officers and 

they even could not register First Information Reports (FIRs) which is their 

primary responsibility. In addition, due to lack of training in investigative 

skills, the women police officers are not involved in investigation cases 

related to violence against women (Sajid, Khan, and Farid 2010). 

Furthermore, lack of opportunities for specialised training, out of town 

training locations, long duration of capacity building sessions, especially 

with the family responsibilities are limiting factors in career development 

of women police (Sethi, 2012). 
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Male perception of women police in Pakistan 

Owing to the concerted efforts by the civil society there is growing 

awareness about women rights. However, the attitude and behaviour of 

society and particularly of men towards the changing role of women is still 

conservative (Shah, 2013).  A social mind-set still exists in the society that 

a lady who comes out of her house for work is an open invitation for all. 

While in police department the male officers consider women police 

officers as weak, incapable, having low capacity of law enforcement 

(Young, 1991). Similarly, Mahajan (1982) in his study of women police 

concludes that police women play an unimportant role in policing. They get 

salaries and other benefit but do not perform a major role in policing due to 

socio-political factors. In addition, Brown and Campbell (1991) in their 

study on the Hampshire Constabulary in England conclude that most 

women officers were not involved in investigation, prisoner handling, 

patrolling and did not have air support. Similarly Individualland survey 

result reveals that 51 percent of Islamabad police officers and staff held that 

women police officers are not involved in investigation, patrolling, and 

raids (Ahmed, 2012).  

 

Sexual harassment 

Sexual harassment can be found in workplace both in government 

as well as in private sector. As far as sexual harassment in law enforcing 

agencies is concerned, Sutton (1995) study on women police, reveals that 

85% of policewomen from the New South Wales reported that sexist mind-

sets and behaviours were very much prevalent within the service in spite of 

significant organizational reforms in place. Male police officers consider 

women police as third grade citizens and view them from a sexual eye 

(Arain 2014; Heidensohn, 1992). In the context of Pakistan, the threat of 

sexual harassment in police department discourages women from joining 

police force. A research study on women police concludes that attempts  of  

sexual  harassment  from  male  colleague  in  the  form  of  signs,  

exposure  of  sexual  organs,  and  sending of sexual  messages  and  calls  

have  been reported  to  be  prevalent  in  the  police  department  in  

Baluchistan (Fasihuddin  and Sajid 2013). Furthermore, environment in the 

police stations in not conducive for women to be posted (Ahmed, 2012). 
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However, once hired, women face discrimination, sexual harassment, or 

even threats, and they often lack the necessary role models or mentors to 

help them move up the ranks (Niazi, 2013). Results of the survey 

conducted in 2013 regarding sexual harassment in police force of Pakistan 

reveals that 17 percent of the respondents spoke about harassment, and only 

half of these registered complaints. Similarly, 29 percent of those 

complainants said that the concerned authorities redressed their grievances. 

Of the half who did not register complaints, 41 percent feared revenge, 41 

% faced non cooperation by superiors and 18 % due to lack of mechanism 

for registering complaints (CHRI, 2015). Hence, it can be summarised that 

the threat of sexual harassment is a contributing factor in inhibiting women 

from joining police force.  

 

Lack of cooperation from male colleagues 

The role of women in policing is vague due to organizational 

differences and lack of cooperation from male colleagues (Shah, 2014). 

Women police officers encounter more work related problems as compared 

to male counterparts(Pattanaik,1996).To Young (1991), women police 

confront persistent antagonism ―in the job‖ by their male colleagues who 

strive to maintain control and dominance at the work place. Similarly, Otto 

(1989) holds that on account of the stereotypic conception of policing as 

―men job‖, policewomen tend to receive a discriminatory treatment from 

their colleagues and the public as well. Thus due to non-cooperative 

behaviour of male police officers, the problems of women police officers 

have increased manifold making the police a less desirable job for women.  

 

Conclusion 

The role and importance of women policing cannot be denied in any 

country of the world. In Pakistan, women police stations were established 

for the facilitation of women in registering FIRs and for house searching, 

body search, physical handling of women suspect and dealing with the 

juvenile delinquents. In Pakistan, people in general acknowledge the role of 

women police still it is not a preferred profession for women. Due to the 

stigma attached with the police force, as well as the hard nature of duties, 

the women are unwilling to join police force. On the other hand, the women 
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police are also facing numerous socio-cultural and administrative hurdles in 

the police department. Those problems include, cultural hurdles like 

general perception of women policing, strict norms and values, sexual 

harassment while administrative hurdles include, lack of cooperation from 

male colleagues, recruitment & trainings, poor infrastructure, lack of 

facilities for women staff, lack of proper accommodation, access to crime 

scenes, lack of transport facility and lack of fuel for patrolling duties. The 

article concludes that women are part and parcel of criminal justice system 

especially for controlling crimes involving women and children. In 

addition, they can play the role of bridge in linking police with the 

community and gathering important information for investigation purposes. 

For integrating women police in the law enforcing agencies, they should be 

trained and promoted to higher ranks on their performances. 

 

Recommendations 

For the integration of women in police department there should be 

no discrimination in recruitment on gender basis. Attractive salaries and 

other benefits should be introduced for female police staff so that women 

recruitment may be encouraged. Besides, women staff should be provided 

equal opportunities for training, promotion and other fringe benefits. 

Separate training centres should also be established and women instructors 

be provided for training women police officers. In addition the classrooms 

should be equipped with modern equipment like multimedia, projector and 

other assistive technology.  

Strict laws should be introduced and implemented for discouraging 

sexual harassment in police department. The police officials involved in 

sexual harassment should be given exemplary punishment. 

Thana culture should be changed and facilities like separate offices 

with washroom be provided to women police officers of all ranks. 

Furthermore transport/pick and drop facility as well as vehicle and 

sufficient fuel should be provided to them for patrolling and easy access to 

the crime scene. 

Friendly work environment should be introduced in the police 

stations so that more and more women may join the police department. 

Male police officers should cooperate with women police in discharging 
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their duties and be engaged in investigating family disputes and other cases 

involving women and children. 

Print and electronic media shall play an effective role in changing 

the general attitude of public towards women policing as well as motivating 

the women to join police force.  

The subject of gender mainstreaming should be made part of the 

curriculum of police training courses for sensitizing male police officers. 

Government should keep women police on the top of the agenda and fulfil 

their needs on priority basis.  
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Radicalization as a Result of Pakhtuns’ Resistance in the Wake of War 

against Terror 
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Muhammad Aurangzeb Khan  

& Noor Sanauddin 

Abstract  

This study is focused on the reinforcing factors of radicalization in Pakhtun 

society particularly in the wake of the current counter-terrorism strategies. It 

has been generally believed that poverty, illiteracy, the lake of democratic 

institutions and religious ideologies are reinforcing radicalization in Pakhtun 

society. It is argued in this article that Pakhtuns’ resistance against the existing 

counter-terrorism strategies of USA and Pakistan also further fuels its process 

in this belt. We argue that the excessive use of force of coalition forces against 

terrorism in Pakhtun tribal society does not recourse to the prevalent cultural 

values. Resultantly, the current counter terrorism strategies not only have 

become ineffective, but have resulted in more radical trends among the 

Pakhtuns of the tribal areas of Pakistan.  

 

Keywords: Terrorism, Pakhtunwali, Pakhtuns Resistance, Radicalization 

 

Introduction 

The terrorist attacked on September 11, 2001 resulted in a forceful 

response from the United States that led to a global „War against Terror‟. The 

United States and its allies adopted a unilateral policy of using excessive force 

to fight terrorism generally at global level and particularly in Afghanistan 

(Tan, 2009). Owing to the complex nature of the present-day terrorism, the 

existing counter-terrorism strategies
1
 of the international community appear to 

have not been working properly to eradicate terrorism mainly because these 

strategies do not address the root causes of terrorism in the different parts of 

the world. The existing counter-terrorism doctrines are perceived to have failed 

                                                           
1
 Counter-terrorism strategy refers to the action and methods of a country that are intended to 

stop the activities of the people and groups who use violence to achieve political aims. 
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to eradicate the menace of terrorism; instead, the crackdown has been 

intensifying the problem of radicalization. 

After 9/11, the United States and its allies attacked Afghanistan to 

eradicate terrorism. However, after more than fourteen years of fighting; they 

have been unable to ensure a desirable result that guarantees peace. The 

Taliban still presents themselves as a strong force not only in Afghanistan, but 

they have also extended their influence in the tribal belt of Pakistan. The US 

invasion and the resultant dismantling of the Taliban regime
2
 in Afghanistan 

forced most of the terrorists shift to the adjacent Federally Administered Tribal 

Areas (FATA) of Pakistan in search of safe haven (Johson &Mason, 

2008;Mishali & Tellis, 2008). The government of Pakistan, as an ally in the 

global War against Terror, initiated military operations to curb terrorism in this 

region. The achievements made so far out of these military operations have 

been marginal in the terms of evolving and developing a local-based response 

to combat terrorism on permanent and viable basis (Khan, 2011). Such 

operations which are primarily based on using force or kinetic approach
3
have 

failed to create a system wherein the local people could defuse the problem of 

terrorism by creating and utilizing anti-terrorist social networks through 

recourse to culture. These anti-terrorist operations of the state, while 

attempting to curb terrorists‟ activities, proved damaging to the traditional 

social chemistry and social fabric of the region. In other words, it caused 

disruption to the existing social organization of Pakhtuns society
4
 (Ahmad, 

2010). Meanwhile, the global campaign against terrorism is facing a tough 

resistance within Pakhtuns society. Despite the hectic efforts of Pakistan and 

the United States, nothing is safe from the onslaught of terrorism, especially in 

Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

Therefore, the existing counter-terrorism strategies in the Pakhtun region need 

                                                           
2
The Taliban are Islamic movement following a strict interpretation of Sharia who took over 

Afghanistan following the Soviet withdrawal. 
3
 Kinetic approach involves aggressive and offensive measures to eliminate terrorism.  

4
 In this study,Pakhtuns society refers to the Federally Administered Tribal Areas of Pakistan 

and Khyber Pakhtunkhuwa the province of Pakistan. Pakhtun society is considered the largest 

tribal society of the world. 
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a major paradigm shift, one that addresses Pakhtuns’ cultural 

sensitivities in order to tame Pakhtun resistance. As will be argued in the 

coming pages, the kinetic counter-terrorism approach in itself is a major factor 

putting the indigenous population on the way to radicalization.  

Radicalization has emerged a new phenomenon in academic circle after 9/11. 

It is considered a complex behavioural issue caused by various socio-cultural 

factors. It is a situation where a groups or sometime society as a whole resort 

to violence in pursuit of certain political objectives (Rechared, 2010). In other 

words, radicalization is the phenomenon of people embracing opinions, views 

and ideas that could lead to act of terrorism (Silber and Bhatt, 2007). It is 

immensely important to understand the underlying causes of radicalization. 

There is an increasing attention put on the need to understand the underlying 

grievances culminating into radicalization and the manner in which it has set 

the stage for future terrorism. This study is specifically focus on Pakhtuns‟ 

resistance in the front of coalition force and its radicalizing effects on Pakhtun 

society. 

 The article will provide necessary food for thoughts to the counter-terrorism 

experts to come up with new strategies based on more realistic grounds to 

effectively eradicate terrorism and militancy from this region. The study 

incorporates sociological knowledge in security issues and utilizes cultural 

paradigm to abate the susceptibility of Pakhtuns towards radicalization which 

exacerbates the problem of terrorism in this region. The study will help 

policymakers and other stakeholders to come up with new programs and 

seriously think about the problem of radicalization in the Pakhtuns society. 

 

In the remainder of the article, we will first review the various factors 

which are believed to be causing and/or reinforcing radicalization in different 

parts of the world. This will be followed by a description of Pakhtuns‟ cultural 

values, or Pakhtunwali, which we believe has the necessary elements for 

promoting violence as well as peace. These cultural values or features will be 

further discussed to show how the current counter-terrorism strategies have 
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failed to build upon the social capital of Pakhtunwali and how this negligence 

on the part of state has resulted in even further radicalization of the Pakhtuns. 

 

Reinforcing Factors of Radicalization 

What lead to radicalization among people and groups has been a much 

debatable issue. It is a multi-faceted issue and any one factor alone may not 

fully explain the process of radicalization. In other words, radicalization is a 

product of many mutually reinforcing factors (McCauley and Mosalenko, 

2008). Moreover, radicalization is a dynamic process that varies across 

individuals groups and locations. It may be driven by personal concerns and 

grievances at the local level or may be the result of international events. 

Despite the diversity of its causes, a number of scholars have argued that the 

most frequent and general factors which reinforce radicalization include 

poverty, globalization, political repression, identity crises, religion and 

political disputes of the Muslim world (Topnor, 2009; Assaad, 2011; Bjorgo, 

2005; Berman, 2009 and Karatnychy, 2002; Krueger and Melekcova 2004; 

Robb, 2007; Silber and Bhatt, 2007; Wiktorowicz, 2004).These common and 

general factors of radicalization have been explained in the following section.  

 It is argued that radicalization is more frequently found in developing 

societies (Ndikumana& Kisangani, 2005). It is believed that developing 

societies provide „enabling environment‟ in the shape of socio-cultural and 

structural inequalities and sense of deprivation which precipitate and sustain 

the process of radicalization in developing countries. As a result of structural 

inequalities, it is observed that poor people are more susceptible to 

radicalization (Richardson, 2006). In other words, the people who are 

relatively deprived are more inclined towards radical means as compared to 

economically sound people (Bjorgo,  2005; Topnar, 2009; Andreas, 2011). 

 Globalization has brought abrupt changes within traditional societies. 

Most of the traditional societies and poor countries people are unable to adjust 

with these abrupt changes which have been occurred after the advent of 

globalization. This social unrest in the developing countries is considered one 
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of the causal factors of radicalization. Moreover, it is commonly 

observed that terrorism and radicalization might be found in countries which 

are in the mid- range of development (Ahmad, 2005;Andreas, 2011; Robert,  

Lieber and Ruth,  2002). 

Local and international political situations and policies can also 

produce the sperms of radical views among the people (Reich, 2010).More 

often than not, in response to internal conflicts, the states are employing 

repressive tactics, which in turn decrease public support for the governments. 

The repressive tactics of the government provide more spaces to radicalization. 

In essence, the repressive government responses towards conflicts set a tune 

for radicalization.  

Furthermore, identity crises within different ethnic groups are also 

considered the causal factor of radicalization (Chihu, 2005). The amalgamation 

of different ethnic groups as a result of globalization has increased the identity 

crises problem in the different parts of the world. Particularly, the identity 

crises are frequently found amongst the immigrants of Western countries. It is 

argued that the immigrant community cannot properly accommodate 

themselves with the liberal-democratic doctrines and the individual liberty of 

the West. Resultantly, most of the immigrants fall into identity crises which 

sometimes reinforce radicalization particularly in Europe. Especially, the mal-

adjusted immigrants from Muslim countries or converted from other religions 

to Islam is comparatively more susceptible to it.  

Directly or indirectly, religion is also a considered as causal factor of 

radicalization. It is argued that religious ideologies provide narratives through 

which anger is expressed against the government institutions after the 

emergence of conflicts (Bueno &Mesquita, 2005). Religion mostly has been 

exploited by different non-states actors for the political interests to provoke 

violence and radicalization. Such kind of exploitation can be seen in the 

different parts of the world. Non-state actors, sometime even state authorities, 

exploit religion and promote radicalization for their political interests. 
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Moreover, radicalization is more frequently found in Muslim countries mainly 

because of the existence particularly of political and regional disputes such as 

Kashmir, Afghanistan, Iraq and Palestine (Mazer, 2008). The unwelcomed 

intervention of the West in Muslim majority countries infuriates the course of 

radical action against the non-Muslim states in the different parts of the world 

(Lieberman and Eisenberger, 2006).  

 However, the above mentioned factors do not cover all of the 

dimensions of radicalization, as it is happening in the Pakhtun belt of Pakistan 

where the United States and Pakistan are currently engaged in the war against 

terror. For instance, radicalization has been increasing in Pakhtun belt after the 

war against terror. In order to provide an alternative explanation for Pakhtuns‟ 

resistance, we will first outline some of the basic values of Pakhtun culture 

which we believe play a role in the continuing resistance of Pakhtun towards 

the coalition forces and promote radicalization in the region.  

 

Pakhtuns’ Cultural Values 

The Pakhtuns or Pakhtuns are an ethnic group of nearly 40 million 

people spread across the border between Pakistan and Afghanistan. Pakhtuns 

are the second most numerous ethnic group of Pakistan (15%), mostly settled 

in the provinces of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Baluchistan and the Federally 

Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) (Sanauddin, 2015). Some scholars such as 

Spain (1963) have called them „the world‟s largest tribal society‟ because of 

their large number and their genealogical history which link all Pakhtuns to 

one common ancestor (Glatzer, 1998). 

Several anthropologists have argued that the most important aspect of 

Pakhtun identity construction and maintenance is Pakhtunwali, the Pakhtun‟s 

ideal code of conduct (Barth, 1959; Ahmed, 1976; Glatzer, 1998; Lindholm, 

1982). In Pashto language, “the ideal Pakhtun values, traditions, and rules of 

behaviour are summarised under the word “Pakhtunwali” (Sanauddin, 2015). 

According to the code of Pakhtunwali, Pakhtuns are ideally trusted and 

expected to act honourably, which has lead anthropologists to define 
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Pakhtunwali as “the way of the Pakhtuns” (Spain, 1962:25), “the code of 

honour” (Ahmed,1980), and “an ethnic identity-marker of Pashtun” 

(Gankovsky, 1973). 

 

Pakhtunwali consists of some important codes of behaviour which are 

binding upon all the Pakhtuns. Some of these elements includes Jirga 

(assembly of the elders for the settlement of dispute), Badal (obligation to take 

revenge), Nanawate (to beg apology), Nang (standing for bravery and the 

honour), Tigah (standing for ceasefire among the rivals parties) and 

Mailmastia (hospitility) (Mason, 2009). The overall social and political spheres 

of Pakhtuns’ life are guided by this code (Rosen, 2011). Therefore, 

Pakhtunwali plays important role in Pakhtuns socio-political affairs. This code 

demands their followers to protect and preserve these cultural values and social 

fabrics at all cost.  

 Among the elements of Pakhtunwali such as revenge cannot be 

tolerated according to the spirit of Pakhtuns culture. Revenge must be taken for 

the restoration of honour in Pakhtun society. This is Pashto proverb that 

“Honor, nang, ate up the mountains and taxes, qalang, ate up the plains” 

(Ahmed 1975: 47). Honour refers to the great importance of revenge related to 

honour and shame as well as to the prevalence of blood feuds among tribal 

society. Feuds often arise on the basis of Zer, Zameenand Zan.  They fight for 

decades against each other to take revenge from each other. Revenge is 

considered the integral part of their culture particularly of Pakhtunwali 

(Pakhtun code of conduct)  

 Further, Pakhtunwali guides interaction among clans, tribes and 

families in accordance with commonly held norms and regulates all aspects of 

individual social and political life (James, 1963).It establishes general 

principals who are culturally defined what to do with other fellow Pakhtun or 

the member of other communities. In essence, it establishes strong principals 

what to do and what not to do in a particular instance to define the legitimacy 

and illegitimacy of particular action. Therefore, it is considered a measuring 

rod to gauge socially approved and disapproved behaviours. It provides a 
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strong ethical code to ensure solidarity in the tribal society. The society gives 

punishment if someone deviates from this code of conduct. Therefore, it is 

considered the strong mechanism of social control. 

Moreover, Jirga is considered the integral part of Pakhtun culture. Jirga 

is culturally developed social institution of Pakhtun society to resolve social, 

economic and political disputes. Pakhtuns are egalitarian by nature; therefore, 

everyone can participate in Jirga according to the spirit of Pakhtun cultural 

(Rudyard, 2009). Further, it is informal mechanism of conflict resolution, 

when any problem arises among the kin groups or among the tribes it can be 

resolved through Jirga institution in which all members sit in a circle to avoid 

any type of discrimination. In councils (Jirga), where most –but not all– of the 

mentioned issues are debated openly and conflicts possibly settled 

unanimously or arranged by informal lobbying. The decision taken by this 

institution cannot be violated. A person who deviates from Jirga decision then 

society gives punishment to them. 

 Moreover, Pakhtun’s social life, politics, psyche and war can be 

described in the light of Pakhtunwali (Johson &Mason, 2008).It can set 

principles for each and everything especially, when conflict arises within their 

clans and tribes or with foreign invaders. In essence, there are important tenets 

of Pakhtunwali, which must be protected and followed by fellow Pakhtun in 

case of invasion. In this case, Pakhtunwali protect their culture from the 

influence of alien forces. If someone threats their group identity, they act 

collective to protect it. It becomes collective responsibility for Pakhtun. 

 Pakhtun preferred normative structure rather than organizational 

structure. They resist the authority of the formal organization particularly when 

state organization is against the tribal norms they resist it. In this article, the 

existing state institutions also adopt policies which are against the tribal norms 

in the war against terror. For example, the existing kinetic approach not only 

provokes Pakhtuns’ resistance but also damage the social-cultural fabrics of 

Pakhtun society. Resultantly, the damage caused to the cultural values and 

social fabrics of Pakhtuns due to the military operations provokes Pakhtuns’ 

resistance and strengthens radicalization within the Pakhtuns’ society. The new 
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trend of radicalization has been increasing after the emergence of war 

against terror in Pakhtun belt. The terrorist organizations on the global level 

have been increasing after emergence of war against terror.  

 

Pakhtuns Resistance against the Kinetic Approaches  

The counter-terrorism strategies of the coalition forces against 

terrorism have been focused on Pakhtun society particularly on the tribal belt 

along Pak-Afghan border to defeat terrorists in this region (Amir, 2005). 

During the war against terror, Pakhtuns‟ cultural values and social organization 

have got attention of the academicians and scholars to give proper response to 

terrorism (Barfield, 2011). It is believed that Pakhtuns‟ cultural values 

attracted terrorist organizations like Takhrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and Al-

Qaeda and provide sanctuaries to them (Sabina, 2011; Abbas, 2009). 

Therefore, Pakhtun society and particularly, the Federally Administered Tribal 

Area of Pakistan (FATA) are considered a safe haven of the terrorist 

organizations (Burki, 2002). Resultantly, Pakhtun tribal society is considered a 

threat for local and also for the global peace. Moreover, the presence of 

terrorist outfits in the tribal belt has significant influence on the security of 

Pakistan.  

In response to terrorism in the tribal belt, Pakistan as a major ally in the 

war against terror initiated military operations to curb its root on indigenous 

level. Initially, Pakistan was hesitant to start military operations on its soil 

against the terrorist organizations because these organisations did not pose a 

threat inside Pakistan. It is argued that Pakistan‟s army is trained only for 

conventional warfare against their neighbour country, especially India (Seth 

and Fair, 2010). Nevertheless, Pakistan counter-terrorism strategies reveals 

that it lacks a tangible strategies and so far has relied on ad hoc and incident to 

incident based approaches based on both military and non-military operations 

to fight the war against terrorism. Pakistan counter-terrorism strategies failed 

to understand the tribal dynamics which are necessary for an effective counter-

terrorism strategy (Fair, 2009). The political, military and ideological forces of 

Pakistan have failed to come on the same page in order to adopt a clear stance 
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against terrorism in country. This is evident in the shape of some fundamental 

weaknesses in the counter-terrorism paradigm of Pakistan. Pakistan failed to 

build national consensus on the ownership of the war against terror; to create 

balance in civil and military relation; and to identify the exact enemy. It is 

argued that the existing security paradigm which is based on the excessive use 

of force provides cognitive and social infrastructure to terrorism particularly in 

the hotbeds of terrorism. Moreover, only the use of force does not work to 

dismantle the strong network of Taliban and other terrorists‟ organizations in 

the tribal belt (Mehsud, 2009). 

 Without proper homework, military operations were initiated in spite 

of certain reservations. Some of the famous operations include “Operation 

Kalosha 11, 2004”, “Operation SherDil, 2008, 2008-2009”, “Operation Rah-e-

Nijat, 2009-2010”,“Operation Rah-e-Haq, 2007” (Pakistan Security Report 

2010). Despite these military operations, terrorist incidents have increased 

rather than decreased. Similarly, throughout the military operations, Tehrik-e-

Taliban Pakistan (TTP) has emerged as a strong terrorist organization. It is said 

that the growing strength of Taliban has compelled Pakistan to sign a number 

of truces with them. This also reflects the failure of Pakistan military against 

the Taliban. Meanwhile, the incidence of terrorism has increased gradually 

(Pakistan Security Report, 2009).  

Therefore, the question arises that why the existing counter-terrorism 

paradigms do not properly working particularly in the tribal built?  Along with 

other fundamental weakness in the existing counter-terrorism strategies, one of 

the major weaknesses is the failure of Pakistan to understand the application of 

Pakhtunwali (the cultural code of Pakhtuns) in the war against terror. 

Pakhtunwali not only guides Pakhtuns social interactions but it also sets 

principle for the use of power during war or conflict. For example, 

Pakhtunwali does not allow combatants to harm women and children during a 

conflict. They do not harm the property and home of the innocent people 

according to the tribal norms. The institution of Jirga ensures that those who 

violate these principles are punished according to the norms of Pakhtunwali.  
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Therefore, Pakhtuns resist all those state policies which are 

against the tenants of Pakhtunwali. Pakhtun resistance can be analyzed in the 

light of their cultural code.  They must protect collectively their own cultural 

values according the spirit of Pakhtunwali. It is considered a social obligation 

for Pakhtun to protect cultural values, social organizations and their fellow 

Pakhtun against the alien forces. It is argued that Pakhtun behaviour cannot be 

altered by use of violence. They typically resist changes which impose on them 

by other forces. Pakhtuns highly valued their own independence. They have 

preserved their way of life for centuries; despite the efforts of some powerful 

countries for centuries. Pakhtuns conduct their lives according to Pakhtunwali. 

Independence is the historical norms of Pakhtunwali. Moreover, the presence 

of the past norms makes it difficult to alter or changes in behaviour (Swindler, 

1979). Therefore, a group should resist a change that is being imposed on it 

against its will. Hence, independence is considered the historical norms of 

Pakhtun then the efforts of states by utilizing force to change the existing 

values and norms can generate resistance. It is argued in this article that the 

existing strategies create resistance due to its failure to understand Pakhtuns 

cultural values.  

We argue that the existing strategies need to be changed to win the War 

against Terror in the tribal belt of Pakistan according to the spirit of Pakhtun 

culture. To sum up, the basic factor behind the failure of the current counter 

terrorism strategies is misunderstanding of Pakhtuns cultural values. Above all, 

it is still considered a lingering challenge for the National Counter Terrorism 

Authority (NACTA) to frame integrated counter-terrorism approaches in the 

light of the prevalent socio-cultural reality. The existing strategies are not 

relevant to Pakhtun cultural values and it bounce back in the shape of 

radicalization. In the following lines its radicalizing impact are explained in 

detail.  

 

Radicalization as a result of Pakhtuns’ resistance 

 As mentioned above, radicalization is considered a complex 

behavioural issue. Along with other factors of it Pakhtun resistance against the 
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coalition forces is also considered one the reinforcing factor of radicalization. 

The current counter-terrorism kinetic approaches set a tune for tribal 

resistance. The use of forces against terrorism without tribal consensus 

generates resistance against the existing counter-terrorism strategies. The 

current counter-terrorism strategies of Pakistan do not properly working to 

eradicate terrorism. These strategies and particularly in the kinetic approaches 

have some majors flaws. Among them the current approaches are not framed 

according to the spirit of Pakhtunwali.  

Furthermore, the existing kinetic approaches of counter-terrorism harm 

the tribal values and people. Moreover, as a result of indiscriminate shilling a 

lot of local people have killed which in turn provokes Pakhtuns anger. Pakhtun 

revenge also considered one of the major factors which instigated Pakhtuns 

resistance. Likewise, the coalition forces have failed to understand the Pakhtun 

culture as their predecessor, the British. The reason behind the failure of 

coalition force might have been the misunderstanding of Pakhtuns resistance. 

Moreover, the current activities of the coalition forces have damaged the social 

chemistry and the traits of Pakhtunwali and it has also flared up violence i.e. 

suicide bombing and human slaughtering. Suicide bombing and human 

slaughtering has not been considered of Pakhtun ideal culture. We argued that 

these violent traits emerged as a result of Pakhtuns‟ resistance.  

 Pakhtunwali give emphasis on the protection of Pakhtun cultural 

values. If state imposes policies against their will then these policies can be 

resisted. However, the current kinetic approaches do not recourse to Pakhtun 

culture. Therefore, it infuriates Pakhtun revenge as a result of collateral 

damage in the war against terror. Pakhtuns homes are destroyed and they left 

their native places and their family member killed in the military operations. 

Therefore, the current kinetic approaches instigate Pakhtun resistance. In turn, 

Pakhtuns resistance provokes radicalization. It is argued in this article that 

most of the people in Pakhtun society joint the terrorist organizations for the 

sake of revenge rather than ideologically motivated.  
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Conclusion  

Radicalization has different dimension because it is a complex behavioural 

issue. Various socio-economic and political factor fuels its process on the 

global level. It is argued in this article that flawed policies against terrorism 

further exacerbate the problem of radicalization in areas where the coalition 

forces are fighting war against terror. Most of the counter-terrorism strategies 

do not recourse to the prevalent cultural values of the Pakhtuns, especially in 

FATA. The counter-terrorism terrorism strategies of Pakistan have failed due 

to misunderstanding of Pakhtun cultural values. Resultantly, Pakhtun resists 

the counter-terrorism efforts of Pakistan. Pakhtun resistance to the coalition 

forces bounce back in the shape of radicalization.  
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Abstract 

This paper is aimed to study the crime with special reference to its spatial and 

temporal distribution. It also tries to analyze and study the effect of weather on 

the prevalence of crimes in Mardan city. Studying the crimes spatially and 

temporally helps understanding how crimes are distributed through space, and 

hence can help in combating them. The Geographical Information System 

(GIS) crime analyst is an important tool for dealing with spatial and temporal 

analysis and thus fighting crime. The computers have considerably increased 

the role of computer-aided mapping. The accessibility of easy to use GIS 

encourages its use in spatial analysis of crimes.  For present study the data was 

collected about homicide and aggressive assaults from all the three police 

stations covering Mardan city. The collected data was analyzed under different 

scenarios. The temporal based analysis of data reveals that almost 50 % crimes 

reported in 2009, took place from May- September (summer) compared to 

32% in winter (October to February). The spatial analysis reveals 05 hotspots. 

Skindary area was identified as the most crucial hotspot where within a 05 km 

radius, 11 crimes were committed in 2009 followed by Kalpani bridge area 

from where a total of 10 crimes of aggressive nature were reported. Similarly 

police station wise the city police station accounts for 47% of the aggressive 

crimes committed in 2009.   

 

Keywords: Spatiotemporal, Analysis, Crime, Mardan City 

 

Introduction 

Geography of crime is a discipline of human geography, which explains with 

reference to space the study of criminal wrongdoer, the incidence of crimes 

and characteristic of victims. Throughout the history of geography, a number 
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of theories attempt to explain the ontogeny of the world societies (Amanda, 

2013).One of the most prominent approach is determinism which is first found 

in the medical writing of Hippocrates (Isaac, 2004). This theory referred to as 

climatic, geographical or environmental determinism. This theory suggest that 

different aspects of physical environment notably climate determined the 

psychological mind set of individuals, which in turn influence the behavior and 

culture of the society. Traditionally criminologist focused on socio-

demographic variables such as sex, age, race and socio-economic status of 

criminals for the possible causes of crimes. However, there is growing concern 

of researcher to investigate the influence and relationship of the physical 

environment on criminal behavior. 

 

Fundamental theories that explain the criminal’s behavior includes 

environmental criminology contrived by Patricia and Brantingham in 1981. 

Cohen and Felson’s Routine activity theory (1979) and Rational Choice theory 

formulated by Derek et al. in 1986. In order to explain the relationship of 

weather and crime a number of theories have been devised. The Negative 

Affect Escape model (Baron, 1972; Bell and Baron 1976), General Affective 

Aggression model (Anderson et al 1995), Situational Routine activity theory 

(Cohen et al. 1979) and Social Escape/Avoidance theory (Cohen et al. 2004) 

suggests that crime rate and criminal behavior are significantly influenced by 

climate and weather. 

A number of studies statistically explain the relationship between heat and 

hostility (Rotton and Cohn, 2003; Anderson et al. 1997; Anderson 1989; 

Cotton 1986; Anderson and Anderson 1984; Defronzo 1984). Researchers are 

sure that oppressive heat not only effects human health but also responsible for 

aggressive behavior (Baron and Bell, 1976; Harries et al. 1984; Harries and 

Stadler 1988; Cohn and James, 2000). Similarly researchers also highlighted 

the importance of temporal aspects in crime densities (Johnson et al. 2008; 

Paulson and Robinson, 2004; Ratcliffe, 2004).  

Crime mapping and spatial analysis helps in analyzing crime data and provide 

better understanding about why and where crime occurs. First ever crime 
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mapping was done by New York Police department in 1900’s which make use 

of “Push Pins” which indicate crime that had occurred in a specific area 

(Rachel, 2001).During 1920s and 1930s University of Chicago’s Sociologist 

used mapping to examine crimes and juvenile delinquency. Wall maps have 

long been used to indicate crimes and hot spots.  Although these wall maps are 

useful but difficult to update (Weisbured & McEwen 1997; and Harries, 1999). 

During1960s and 70s the first computer based crime map was generated. 

During1990s the Geographic information System (GIS) become extensively 

used for mapping, and in late 1990s the use of GIS was started for crime 

analysis. Nowadays GIS is a powerful tool for crime mapping and spatial 

analysis. With the advancement in computers and development of GIS 

Technology, it’s now possible to process large amount of spatial data to 

determine trends which may not be visible with conventional analysis. (Caitlin, 

2012; Chainey & Ratcliffe, 2005; Grubesic & Mack, 2008; Goldsmith et al. 

2000). 

Cotton (1986) attempts to correlate the violent and nonviolent crime 

aggregates with the summer season for two cities of USA. He found a 

significant correlation between aggressive crimes and temperature. Similar 

results were reported by Harries and Stadler (1988). A series of experiments 

has been conducted on the effects of high ambient temperature on aggressive 

behavior (Baron, 1972;Baron & Bell, 1976; Dubitsky, et al. 1993) which 

suggests that aggression increase with increase in temperature. 

 

Study area 

Mardan is an important city and headquarters of Mardan District in the 

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan. It is the second largest populated 

city of NWFP. It is located at 34°12'0N 72°1'60E with an altitude of 283 

meters (931 feet) lying to the south-west of the district. It was part of the 

ancient Gandhara Civilization. Most of its land is agricultural. (map1) 
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Objectives of the study 

The aim of the present research is to determine the spatial distribution of 

aggressive crime in Mardan city for a period of 12 months i.e. January- 

December 2009. Besides, it also aims not only to find out the hot spots but also 

try to analyze the collected data temporally in order to find and establish any 

relationship between crime and weather. In order to achieve the mandated task 

the two major crimes i.e. Homicides (murder) and aggressive assaults (Crimes 

cause injuries) were selected for analysis. Ideally one should select the entire 

major and minor’s crimes too, but data availability was the major constraint. 

Mardan city is controlled by three police stations i.e. City Police Station, Par 

Hoti Police Station and Hoti Police Station. The Present Study covers all the 

three Police Stations. 
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Data collection… 

For the present research the data was collected from both Primary and 

Secondary sources, but it mainly dependent on primary data collected from all 

the three Police Stations. The data collected includes crimes type, location, and 

time of occurrence etc. Map of Mardan city was obtained from TMA (Tehsil 

Municipal Administration) office of Mardan. The boundary of each police 

station was demarcated with the help of police officers from respective police 

stations. The image of Mardan was downloaded from Google earth and the 

area of interest was cropped with help of ARC map. The image was printed 

and taken to the field to find various locations were crimes have been reported. 

Internet, literature and newspapers were also used to get more accurate picture 

of the respective crimes. 

 

Data analysis 

The data was analyzed for various argumentations i.e.  Seasonal distribution of 

crimes, and identification of hot spots. For this purpose the district map was 

scanned and digitized in ARC map along with the police station boundaries 

demarcated with the help of respective police stations. After the creation of geo 

database, a point map “crimes” was created and the spatial distribution of 

different crimes was marked with the help of a point on map. The different 

attributes of crime was recorded in the attribute table of point map “crimes” i.e. 

location, time, date, type etc. Finally the maps were created reclassified with 

different fields from attribute table. The methodology is explained in the 

following flow chart. 
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The data collected was analyzed under the following parameters:   

 Police Station Wise Distribution of different Crimes 

 Distribution of Crimes on the Bases of Weather 

 Determination of hotspots 

 

Police Station wise Distribution of Crimes 

 

Mardan city is divided into three police stations (Map 2.) City, Par Hoti and 

Hoti police station.The analysis of data reveals that as whole 98 crimes of 

aggressive nature were reported in Mardan City during 2009. Out of total 98 

crimes, 47 % are reported in City Police station, Par Hoti 27 % and Hoti police 

station accounts for 24 % of total crimes reported during 2009. Crime wise 
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aggravated assaults account for 56 percent of the total crime, followed by 

murders 40 %. 

 

The Hoti police station cover the areas of Guli Bagh, Bibi Abay, Sangar Baba, 

Mayar, Sikandari, Landakay, Chato Chowk,  Khwaja Gunj, Allah Dad Khel, 

Khan Koty, Belind Khel and  Azi Khel , etc. analysis of the collected data 

reveals that as a whole a total of 24 aggressive crimes were committed within 

the Hoti Police station boundary. Out of these 24, 16 were aggravated assault, 

07 were homicide, beside a case of kidnapping was also reported. The Par hoti 

police station cover the areas like Nehar Chowk, Mosam Korona, Pordal Abad, 

Faram Korona, Kacha Sarak, Muhib Banda, Shadan Baba, Tahir Abad , Bako 

Dery , Mardan Khaas etc. As whole 27 crimes were reported in the Par Hoti 

Police station out of which 10 was homicide and 17 were aggravated assaults. 

 

The major areas included in the city  police station are college chowk , Cantt 

area, Shamsi Road, Old  Adda , New Adda, Kas Korona, Bijli Ghar, Bagh 

irum, Dosehra Chowk, Labor colony, and Bilal Masjid etc. A total of 47 crimes 

of aggressive nature were reported here out of which, 23 were homicide, 21 

aggravated assaults and three cases of kidnapping were also reported.  (Table 

1,Map 2) The rate of murder is higher in city police station as compare to other 

police stations. 

 

 

Table 1. Spatial Distribution of Crimes Reported in respective Police 

Station During 2009 

Source: Respective Police Station 

 

Name of 

PS 

Murder Injured Total %age of Total 

Hoti 7 16 24 25 % 

Par Hoti 10 17 27 28% 

City 23 21 47 47% 

Total 40 54 94 100 
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Weather and crime 

It has been contended that there is always a motive behind a crime which may 

be enmity, hatred or a hundred other reasons. During investigation police tries 

to collect as much details as possible for clues to identify the wrongdoer and 

the motive for the umbrage. However, studies suggest that there may be other 

reasons why people commit crimes? One of the possible reasons suggested by 

various researches is the weather, the relationship of weather and crime is well 

documented. Researchers ascertain the relation between fluctuation in weather 

and the incidence of both aggressive and non-aggressive crimes (Brunsdon, et 

al. 2009; Bushman, et al. 2005; Cohn, 1990; Rotton & Cohn, 2003). Various 

weather conditions such as heat waves, higher temperatures, high humidity, 
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wind, air and water pollution along with overcrowded living conditions can 

lead to higher levels of criminal activity.  

One of the objectives of the study was to analyze the reported aggressive 

crimes temporally in order to determine and establish any relationship, if any 

between crime and weather. Like most of the other parts of Pakistan, in 

Mardan, summers are extremely hot and last from May to September, June the 

hottest moth with an average temperature of 41.5 °C. Winters are cool to cold 

and last from October to February. The mean minimum temperature recorded 

for the month of January is 2.1 °C. Spring is too short and only last for two 

months. Most of the rainfall occurs in July and August from summer monsoon 

(125.85mm) and December and January from western depressions. The 

maximum humidity has been recorded in December i.e. 73.33% (GoP, 1998). 

The collected data was grouped from March to April (spring), May to 

September (summer) and October to February (winter) to correlate and 

establish any relationship between crimes and Season. 

 

March to April (spring) 

The analysis of the collected data reveals that during the spring season (March 

to April) of 2009, a total of 19 crimes were reported from all the three police 

stations. Out of these 19 crimes, 06 were homicide and rest 11 were aggravated 

assaults.  

 

May to September (summer) 

Summers in Mardan are hot, humid and last for 05 months. During the summer 

of 2009, a total of 44 crimes were reported, which were 48 % of the total 

aggressive crimes committed during 2009. Out of 44 reported crimes, 25 

(56%) were aggravated assaults, and 19 (42%) were homicide. It is also 

important to mention that out of total 40 homicide cases reported in 2009, 48% 

were committed in summer. Likewise summer also accounts for 46% of the 

total aggravated assaults reported during the same period. The analysis of 

collected data also reveals that majority (24 out of total 44) of crimes reported 

during summer were committed in the premises of the city police station. It 
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comes as no surprise as the city police station is covering some of the densely 

populated region of Mardan city. 

October to February (winter) 

Analysis of data reveals that during winter (October-February) of 2009, a total 

of 31 crimes were committed. Out of these total 31, 18 were aggravated 

assault, 13 were homicide. 

 

Discussion 

The analysis of data on the basis of season reveals that 47 % of total crimes 

reported in all the three police stations during 2009, were committed from 

May- September (during summer season), followed by 33 % in winter and rest 

20 % in Spring (March- April)(Table 2, map3). This temporal analysis reveals 

that the primary reason seems to be temperature/heat which can cause 

irritation. Weather get hot and people get aggressive more easily causing loss 

of tempers and problems between people. Though it’s not the final verdict but 

still this study confirm the findings of most of the researches which indicate 

that most crime occurs in summer seasons. A series of weather and crime 

related studies conducted in UK, USA and France suggests aggressive crime 

i.e. domestic assaults, suicides, assaults were high during summers (Butke & 

Sheridan, 2010; Bushman et al. 2005 and Brunsdon et al. 2009). 

 

Table 2. Mardan City, Seasonal Distribution of Crimes Committed 

During 2009 

 

Time Period Assaults Homicide Total 

March-April (Spring) 11 06 19 

May- September (Summer) 26 20 47 

October-February (Winter) 17 14 32 

Total 54 40 94 

Source: Respective Police Station 
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Hotspots 

Although the location where a crime occurs is important but equally crucial is 

the characteristic of the places where the crime take place. A hotspot is a 

condition indicating some sort of clustering in a spatial distribution or areas of 

high crime density. According to Sherman (1995) a hot spot is a small place 

where high number of crime occurs and is highly predictable in one year 

period. This terminology is commonly applicable to street crimes rather than 

more organized crimes. GIS helps and analyze crimes in many different ways. 

The most significant use of GIS is to visualize the crime in spatial context. 

This spatial visualization enables Police to identify hotspots and understand the 



118 
Dr. M. Jamal Nasir, Pakhtunyar & Shakeel Mahmood 

 
 
 
 
 

 

pattern of crime occurrence. The hotspot analysis can be helpful in fighting 

against the crime by increasing patrol around such locations or by protective 

measure 

For spatial analysis the collected data was plotted with the help of 

police record of location where the crime take place. The analysis of data 

revealsa total of 05 hot spot in Mardan city. The most crucial seem to be 

Skindaray area where within 05 km radius a total of 11 crimes were committed 

during 2009, followed by Kalpani Bridge 10 and Bilal Mosque area 09.   In 

terms of aggravated assaults Kalpani Bridge and   Skindaray rank 1
st
 with total 

of 07 and 06 cases reported from each respectively, followed by Bilal Mosque 

and Pakistan Chowk 05 and 04 cases respectively. (Table 3, Map 4, 5). In term 

of murders skindaray with 05cases of homicide rank 1
st
, Dosehra chock and 

Bilal mosque with 04 homicides each rank 2
nd

.  

 

Table3.  Mardan City, Hotspots 2009 Number and Type of Crimes 

committed within 05 Km radius of Hotspots 

Source: Respective Police Station 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

 

 

 

 

Name Of Hot Spots Murders Injured Total 

Dosehra chock 04 02 06 

Kalpani Bridge 03 07 10 

Bilal Masjid 04 05 09 

Skindaray 05 06 11 

Pakistan Chowk 03 04 07 
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The common perception regarding crimes is that they are randomly 

distributed in space, but the evidence suggests this is wrong. The mapping of 

crime spatially is important as it allows knowing how they are distributed 

through space, and thus enables the police department to implement and 

monitor the mitigation policies. In this regard the Geographic Information 

System plays an important role to help fight crime. Maps depicting the spatial 

distribution of crimes in a specific area can not only be an effective tool to 

predict the occurrence of future crime but also provide efficient operational 

protective features.  

 

The present research, analyze the collected data and find that almost 50% of 

reported aggressive crimes were committed during summer (May to 

September) compared to 32% in winter (October to February). The results 

seem conclusive and reveal that summer heat may play a significant role in 

pumping up the adrenaline. Summer in our part of the world is usually 

characterized by vacations and increased friends & family interaction. 

According to Walmsley (1986) majority of aggressive crimes occurs between 
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friend and family members.  Uncomfortable heat tends to cause increased 

frustration, reducing tolerance for irritations that otherwise might be dismissed. 
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