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Editorial: Law and Violence against Children in Pakistan 

This editorial is divided in two parts. In the first part I comment briefly on the 

challenges in Anti-terrorism law to deal with violence against children in 

Pakistan. In the second part I introduce the articles in this issue. 

I 

In early 2018 a six-year old girl, Zainab, was raped and murder in district 

Kasur, Punjab. This outrageous incident became viral on social media and 

later the electronic and print media also gave it wide coverage. The incident 

sent waves of shock, terror, and anger around the country, but especially in 

Kasur, Punjab. The people were also worried because of the fact that the 

police were unable to identify and arrest for several weeks the person who 

committed the rape and murder. When the pressure on the Punjab 

government mounted, the government brought all its security resources to 

use to find out the culprit. Eventually, the police was able to arrest a suspect 

and identify him through a DNA identification test. However, soon after his 

identification on the basis of medical test, there arose questions about the 

ability of the prosecution to get him convicted.  

Normally in such cases of child rape and murder there is challenge to get the 

suspects convicted under the ATA (1997). In this particular case the 

government was successful in getting the suspect convicted in the Anti-

Terrorism Court. The trial took only four days of rigorous day-to-day 

hearings as provided in the ATA (1997). The court sentenced the convict to 

death. However, the case went to the Lahore High Court, and from there it 

might go to the Supreme Court.  

Here I want to point to certain challenging aspects for the prosecution in such 

cases of child rape and murder. These aspects relate to the questions of law, 

criminal procedure, and due process. A case like this is placed in the backdrop 

of earlier precedents, especially in the higher appeal courts. There some of 

the major questions a case like this involves include: a) whether the action 

(Actus Reus) consists terrorism, b) whether the purpose (Mens Rea) of the 

action was to cause terror and insecurity among the people, b) whether the 

accused had a design to intimidate the public, c) whether the corroborative 

evidence collected by the police draws a complete picture beyond reasonable 

doubt, and d) whether procedural rights and due process was granted to the 

accused. Although actions consisting of murder and rape normally fall within 

the definition of terrorism in the ATA (1997), what is often challenging for 
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the prosecution to establish is the purpose and/or design of the terrorist act. 

A suspect can argue that his actions had personal, psychologicalor medical 

condition behind them. Accordingly, hecan argue that he had no political 

motives of spreading terror and insecurity among the people. If he 

successfully gets this point established then the ATC can order to send the 

case to a regular session court where it can linger on for longer time.  

Anther aspect is that although a suspect’s actions might spread intense terror, 

insecurity, and anger among the people, but this factor alone is not enough to 

establish a terrorism case. The courts have decided that the purpose element 

is more crucial than consequence (of actions) element. On the other hand, 

with regard to evidence, the prosecution needs to present fully reliable 

evidence or bring together corroborative pieces of evidence in such a way to 

present a full picture, which is beyond reasonable doubt. However, we know 

that in this particular case, and often in similar other cases, neither direct 

evidence in the form of eyewitness is available, nor enough corroborative 

evidence is available. The type of evidence normally available is different 

pieces of corroborative forensic evidence found on the scene of crime (for 

instance, in this case the jacket of the accused) and medical evidence 

consisting of the DNA test. Other pieces of the evidence can consist of 

testimonies of different people about the accused. Moreover, it also needs to 

be pointed out the under the ATA (1997) the evidence is appraised in the 

light of the Law of Evidence (1984), which provides for the tough criteria. It 

would be relevant to point to the Mukhtaran Mai case in which the accused 

were eventually released given the insufficiency of evidence.  

II 

Now I would introduce the articles in this issue.  

In the first article of the issue the author, Petter Gottschalk, engages 

convenience theory to reflect upon members of religious organization and 

their involvement in white-collar crimes. He argues that while white-collar 

crimes take place in these organizations the extent of it depends on financial 

motive, organizational opportunity, and personal willingness. He further 

argues that the trust of people and the availability of forgiveness elements in 

the religious organization become other factors of white-collar crimes. 

Ayub Jan argues in his article entitled Current Conflict and the Ensuing 

Debates about Identity among the Pakhtuns in Cultural and Virtual Spaces that 

although in the mainstream War on Terror discourse the Pukhtun belt is 
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depicted as a backward and retrogressive place, it is no more so. He points to 

the use of cyberspace among Pakhtuns as an evidence of social change taking 

place there. He focuses on the tribal institution of hujra, which has attained its 

cyber form by internet forums like Global Hujra. Jan points out, “The 

dialogical skills demonstrated by the educated Pakhtun through these 

internet forums represent a change from other wise traditional forums of 

deliberation such as jirgas or hujras.” 

Irfanuddinet al study the internally displaced people in Pakistan. Their main 

focus is on financial constraint faced by these people and protection gap with 

respect to international health assistance. They employ quantitative method 

of lottery type simple sampling. They show that poor economic status and 

unemployment have prevailed for long time in IDPs camps. These people 

depend on government and NGOS for charities and assistance. However, they 

argue that such charities and assistance always falls short of their needs.  

Next article by Ilyas Khan entitled Conceptual Approach to Trafficking of 

Children for Domestic Work tries to understand the nature of human 

trafficking from theoretical perspective. The article questions as to what is 

trafficking and also throws light on different stages of trafficking in person 

including recruitment and consent, smuggling and transportation. 

Azam Jan and Mukhtar Ahmed’s article entitled Use of Facebook as a Source of 

Social Capital Pakistan: A Critical Analysis puts to critical light the increasing 

use of Facebook among the Pakistani youth. Their study focuses on students 

of universities in Islamabad. They argue that “there is a high intensity 

relationship between Facebook and the scale of social capital among the 

university students” in Islamabad. 

Asghar Khan and Ayaz Ahmed’s article entitled Organized Crimes and 

Governance Gap in the Conflict Affected North-Western Pakistan focuses on the 

factors propelling conflict and lack of governance in the border tribal belt of 

Pakistan. They question the state capacity to deal with these problems. They 

argue that “in the absence of state control, the organized criminal groups fill 

this governance gap by performing state-like functions in the local 

community for strengthening their roots.” 

Nadia Agha and Zamir Ahmed in their article, Prevalence and nature of 

violence against women in Pakistan: A Six-month Content Analysis of a 

Pakistani newspaper, study the reasons of growing violence against women in 
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Pakistan. Their analysis is focused on how newspapers portray this violence. 

They also present frequency of the violence.  

Amir Ullah Khan et al in their paper entitled Personal-cum- Political Security 

and Blasphemy Laws traces the history of blasphemy laws in Pakistan with an 

eye on how these laws relate to or cope with violence in the country. 

Although a timely topic, it is often difficult to talk about it. Khan’s article 

throws careful and critical light on it.  

In his article Syed Sami Raza carries out an ethnographic study of how 

Radicalization, sectarianism, and violence affected the youth in district Dera 

Ismail Khan, Pakistan. Raza points to several factors that contributed to 

producing the environment that increased youth’s susceptibility to 

radicalization, sectarianism and violence. He suggests that there is need to 

empower the youth as active participants to counter the radical narratives, 

and to check their susceptibility to violence. 

Hazirullahet atin their article explore “how young boys and girls in Pakistan 

engage with the social world (schooling, family, and leisure) and whether 

their engagement overturns or resists key regulations and normative 

expectations for girls and boys. Moreover, it asks “how gendered 

socialization, both in the family and school, regulates and perpetuates the 

gendered social order of Pakistani society.” 

 

Syed Sami Raza(PhD) 
Associate Editor 

Pakistan Journal of Criminology 
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Analysis of Economic Crime in Religious Institutions using 

Convenience Theory: What is so special about Motive, 

Opportunity and Willingness? 

Petter Gottschalk

 

Abstract 

There is a research debate whether or not religious people demonstrate less delinquent 

behavior in terms of white-collar crime. This article focuses on those members of 

religious institutions who become offenders, and the article attempts to explain their 

behavior by the theory of convenience. Convenience theory suggests that the extent of 

white-collar crime is determined by financial motive, organizational opportunity, and 

personal willingness. As described in this article, religiosity may influence motive, 

opportunity, as well as willingness. The motive can be a greater good, the opportunity can 

be the lack of control because of trust, and the willingness can be the availability of 

forgiveness. 

 

Keywords: Convenience theory, white-collar crime, deviant behavior, institutional 

opportunity, religious organization. 

 

Introduction 

Financial crime within organizational settings where the common 

denominator is faith is extremely difficult to detect, investigate and 

prosecute. Only by exception are white-collar criminals caught and brought to 

justice (Gottschalk, 2017a, 2017b).  

Religiosity is defined as personalized religious adherence, experiences, 

beliefs, and attitudes (Johnson et al., 2000). Relational religiosity is defined as 

religiosity that incorporates social relationships between believers and 

religious mentors, where religious beliefs are not solely personal in nature. 

Rather, religiosity is shaped and reinforced by the relationships built between 

individuals. Kelly et al. (2015) conducted a meta-analysis of previous studies 

concerned with the relationship between delinquency and religiosity. They 

found that church attendance might have a deterrent effect on delinquent 

behavior, where relational religiosity might be shaped and reinforced by the 

relationship built between individuals. 

The relationship between religiosity and delinquency is an area of research 

that attracts interest. Hirschi and Stark’s (1969) seminal test of the hellfire 

hypothesis sparked a debate amongst researchers after they concluded that 

religious commitment was not related to delinquency. Their hellfire 
                                                           
 Petter Gottschalk, Department of Leadership and Organizational Behavior, BI, Norwegian Business 

School, Nydalsveien 37, 0484 Oslo, Norway. Email: petter.gottschalk@bi.no.  
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hypothesis argued that religious adherence contributes to social control 

through the development of moral values and acceptance of conventional 

types of authority. According to the hypothesis, those who are tempted to 

commit crime or be deviant are deterred by the threat of fire in hell (as a 

metaphor). But they found no support for the hypothesis, which later was 

challenged by a number of researchers including Higgins and Albrecht 

(1977). 

 

Convenience Theory 

The theory of convenience suggests that white-collar crime is committed if 

financial crime is an attractive alternative compared to other alternative 

actions in times of crisis or possibilities (Gottschalk, 2017b; Sutherland, 

1939). Embezzlement, corruption, fraud and other forms of financial crime 

can emerge as the most favorable option in a convenience perspective 

(Farquhar and Rowley, 2009; Higgins, 1997; Sundström and Radon, 2015).  

Convenience can be found in three dimensions. In the economical dimension, 

the motive is avoidance of crises or exploration and exploitation of 

possibilities. The motive is not always greed. In the organizational dimension, 

there is opportunity to commit and conceal financial crime. The offender has 

legitimate access to resources to commit crime. In the behavioral dimension, 

individuals demonstrate willingness for deviant performance. For example, 

an offender applies neutralization techniques to rationalize own actions. 

Organizational opportunity is a distinct characteristic of white-collar crime 

that varies with the persons who are involved in crime (Piquero and Benson, 

2004; Pontell et al., 2014; Stadler et al., 2013). An opportunity is attractive as 

a way to respond to needs. It is the organizational dimension that gives 

white-collar criminals the opportunity to commit economic crime and hide it 

in seemingly legal activities in the business. White-collar crime is an offense 

based on specialized access. 

The opportunity perspective holds that opportunity is a fundamental cause of 

crime. The perspective assumes that individuals make choices to engage or 

not engage in crime based on the availability and attractiveness of criminal 

opportunities. Situational crime prevention theory seeks to identify the 

factors that influence the distribution and attractiveness of criminal 

opportunities, and then to suggest ways in which attractiveness might be 

reduced. The theory predicts that reducing the attractiveness of criminal 

opportunities will lead to reductions in crime. 
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A criminal opportunity can be described as the presence of a favorable 

combination of circumstances that renders a possible course of action 

relevant. Opportunities for crime occur when individuals and groups can 

engage in illegal and unethical behavior and expect, with a certain confidence, 

that they will avoid detection and punishment. Opportunity to commit white-

collar crime can be found at the community level, the business level, and the 

individual level. At the community level, control regimes might be absent, and 

entire industries may be available for financial crime. An example here could 

be the construction industry, where one can find instances of both cartels and 

undeclared work. Another example could be tax collection authorities that 

are unable to trace and control accounting figures from businesses, thereby 

opening up for tax evasion with minimal risk of detection and punishment.  

It has been argued that a criminal opportunity has the following five 

characteristics: (i) the effort required to carry out the offence; (ii) the 

perceived risks of detection; (iii) the rewards to be gained from the offense; 

(iv) the situational conditions that may encourage criminal action; and (v) the 

excuse and neutralization of the offense. 

At the business level, ethics and rules can be absent, while economic crime is 

a straightforward business practice. An example here is subsidy fraud, where 

ferry companies report lower traffic number to ensure greater government 

transfers. Another example is internal invoice fraud, where the accounting 

department lacks overview over who is allowed to approve what invoices. 

At the individual level, greed can dominate, where the business does not have 

any relevant reaction to economic crime. An example here might be law firms 

where partners abuse money in client accounts. Another example is 

corruption, where the bribed person receives money from the bribing person, 

without anybody noticing on either side. 

The organizational opportunity to commit white-collar can manifest itself 

through the following three characteristics (Benson and Simpson, 2015): (1) 

the offender has lawful and legitimate access to the premises and systems 

where crime is committed, (2) the offender is geographically separated from 

his victim, and (3) criminal acts appear to be legitimate business. 

This is very different from street crime such as violence and burglary, where 

the offender has no legal access, the offender is at the same place as his 

victim, and the offense does not appear to be legal. A fundamental difference 

between white-collar crime and street crime is that while white-collar people 

conceal their crime but do not hide themselves, street criminals do not 

conceal their crime but hide themselves. Street crime is easily detected, while 
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street criminals are not always easy to find. White-collar crime is hardly 

detected, but white-collar criminals are easy to find.  

White-collar crime does not take place privately; it takes place on the job. The 

organization is the venue for crime. Opportunity can be described by context 

and environmental conditions that facilitate rather than prevent the carrying 

out of criminal activities. For example in the case of corruption, both the 

briber and the bribed are linked to a job context. The briber typically uses 

company money to pay, while the bribed receives the money personally 

because his organization is attractive to the bribing company. 

The organizational dimension through work represents the offender’s scope 

for crime. By virtue of employment, ownership, position, relations and 

knowledge, the offender can explore and exploit his association with the 

organization to commit financial crime. As sales executive, the person can pay 

bribes, and as procurement executive, the person can receive bribes. As 

finance executive, the person may safely commit embezzlement by fixing 

accounting figures, and as chief accountant, the person can manipulate 

accounting to providing tax evasion. As chief executive, the person can sign 

fake contracts or order fraudulent appraisals that open up for bank fraud by 

asking the bank to finance future income to be expected from contract 

partners and sale of real estate. There are ample opportunities for economic 

crime by executives and others linked to enterprises. Examples of others 

include administrative managers, attorneys, auditors, bank managers, board 

members, boat dealers, car dealers, concert organizers, councilmen, 

management consultants, district managers, entrepreneurs, investors, 

mayors, medical doctors, members of parliament, nursery owners, property 

developers, real estate agents, shipbrokers, stockbrokers and surveyors.  

White-collar crime opportunities occur through the three characteristics 

described above. The opportunities are greatest for top executives and other 

members of the elite in society. In relation to convenience theory, the three 

characteristics make it comfortable, easy and convenient to commit financial 

crime to solve a problem or answer to a challenge. It may be relatively simple 

and thus convenient for white-collar elite members to hide criminal activities 

in the stream of legal activities, and thus give grime an outer semblance of 

credibility in a respectable business. 

Opportunity makes a thief, it is sometimes stated. If the availability of legal 

opportunities to solve problems and exploit possibilities deteriorates, while 

illegal opportunities flourish and are considered convenient, then white-

collar individuals will become less law-abiding. If fraud, theft, manipulation 
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and corruption are easily docked in the enterprise, while law-abiding 

alternatives are invisible or hard to implement, then opportunity makes an 

offender.  

Organizational opportunity for economic crime depends on intellectual and 

social capital that is available to the potential white-collar criminal. 

Intellectual capital is knowledge in terms of understanding, insight, reflection, 

ability and skill. Social capital is relations in hierarchical and transactional 

exchanges. Social capital is the sum of actual and potential resources 

available for white-collar individuals by virtue of his or her position in formal 

and informal hierarchies, networks, and matrices. Formal as well as informal 

power means influence over resources that can be used for crime.  

White-collar offenders are often not alone when committing financial crime. 

They may cooperate with people internally as well as with people externally. 

If there is internal crime cooperation, then it may be more convenient for 

each individual to participate. An environment where crime is accepted 

strengthens the organizational opportunity. If there is external crime 

cooperation, then it may again be more convenient for each individual to 

participate. External actors, who submit fake invoices or receive bribes, enter 

into a relationship with the internal actor(s) with a code of silence.  

The organizational dimension of white-collar offenses is particularly evident 

when crime is committed on behalf of the business. A distinction is often 

made between white-collar criminals who commit financial crime for 

personal gain and white-collar criminals who do it for their employer. The 

first is labelled occupational crime, while the second is labelled corporate 

crime. Examples of corporate crime include manipulation of financial figures 

for tax evasion and unjustified government subsidies, bribery to obtain 

contracts, false loan applications to obtain credit in banks, and money 

laundering in tax havens to recruit securities clients. The organizational 

anchoring of crime is evident in corporate offenses as crime takes place 

within the business and to the benefit of business.  

 

Financial Motive 

Greed can be found among all sorts of people. When there are simple 

opportunities for financial gain to solve problems and enjoy possibilities, then 

economic crime can be a convenient action. Among religious people, the 

motive can be strengthened if they believe that they will not end up in heaven 

or paradise anyway. They may not trust an after-life situation. For them it can 

become urgent to satisfy all desires and needs on earth. 
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There can be a strong leader-follower motive in religious institutions. While 

religious leaders have ambitions on behalf of their congregation, followers 

may feel a strong sense of commitment to financial goals established by 

leaders. Obedience can be a motive for followers. Obedience theory has the 

potential to explain follower behavior in white-collar crime (Baird and Zelin, 

2009: 1): 

Obedience theory posits that individuals may engage in behaviors that 

conflict with their personal values and beliefs if they are subjected to 

pressures to obey someone in authority. 

Religious leaders may have a strong desire to build an empire on earth that 

can become reality by means of a growing number of followers. Glasø and 

Einarsen (2008) studied emotion regulation in leader-follower relationships. 

They found that negative emotions such as disappointment, uncertainty, and 

annoyance are typically suppressed, while positive emotions such as 

enthusiasm, interest, and calmness are typically expressed or faked.  

Religious followers may have a strong desire to be part of a financially 

successful institution. Financial success enables the institution to satisfy 

important member needs, such as living, travel, recognition, self-realization 

and prestige according to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs as described by 

Gottschalk (2017a). A convenient life for both leaders and followers emerges 

as the institution becomes financially solid and prosperous.   

White-collar crime can benefit the institution or the individual. Institutional 

benefit is caused by corporate crime, while personal benefit is caused by 

occupational crime. Hansen (2009) argues that the problem with 

occupational crime is that it is committed within the confines of positions of 

trust in organizations, which prohibit surveillance and accountability. 

Corporate crime, sometimes labeled organizational offending, on the other 

hand, is resulting from offenses by collectivities or aggregates of discrete 

individuals.  

 

Organizational Opportunity 

It is important to ask the following question: Is there too much trust, too 

much freedom, too much individual authority, too little skepticism, too much 

loyalty and too little control of the financial side in religious organizations? Is 

trust often betrayed in terms of white-collar crime in religious institutions 

(Fleckenstein and Bowes, 2000)? According to Owens and Shores (2010), 

most incidents of white-collar crime in are exploitations of trust, which can 
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be fostered by a shared religious identity between the victim and the 

perpetrator. 

Are social religious networks an attractive arena for white-collar criminals 

(Shores, 2010)? Is the moral of not acting illegally blinded by a chance 

perspective when an attractive opportunity arises? Do shared religious 

beliefs lead to less acceptability of white-collar crime (Corcoran et al., 2012)? 

Many questions have been asked and can be put forward concerning white-

collar crime in religious organizations. 

Religious organizations that emphasize mercy and civil liberties over justice 

create an appealing atmosphere for certain criminals Religious organizations 

tend to focus on forgiveness rather than punishment, which is attractive to 

offenders (Johnson et al., 2000). The focus on mercy may tend to distort the 

reality of white-collar crime and even potentially encourage it (Fleckenstein 

and Bowes, 2000). 

Chintrakarn et al. (2017) found that religious piety leads to weaker 

governance in organizations. Weaker governance provides greater 

opportunities for unfaithful servants to commit white-collar crime. 

Governance is the way the rules, norms and actions are structured, sustained 

and regulated. Weak governance can imply that nobody is held accountable. 

Special organizational opportunity for deviant behavior arises out of several 

factors. One factor is the biased recruitment to religious organizations. 

Religious service motivation suggests that individuals enter into positions in 

religious institutions for other reasons than profit and financial success. 

Therefore, they tend not to suspect each other (Gottschalk and Smith, 2016).  

Another factor is the institution’s ability to place their own trusted leaders in 

key political positions in local municipalities and societies. Their leaders’ 

influence may prevent any questioning from the internal revenue service and 

other public authorities, because the local presence of the institution is 

considered an asset and most key politicians are also associated with the 

institution. The internal revenue service does also have a problem in auditing 

accounting statements from religious institutions since their structures tend 

to be so different from business organizations.  

The organizational dimension of white-collar crime becomes particularly 

evident when financial crime is committed to benefit the organization rather 

than the individual. If a church official violates the law in acting for the 

organization, we define it as corporate crime (Reed and Yeager, 1996).  

Some religious institutions are too big to fail, and some religious leaders are 

too powerful to jail (Pontell et al, 2014). When a religious leader is convinced 
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this is the case in his situation, then there is no relevant deterrent guardian 

present in a criminal mind to prevent misconduct and crime. 

 

Personal Willingness 

Heaton (2006) found no empirical evidence for the proposition that religion 

has a deterrent effect on crime, although sociologists and criminologists have 

long recognized the potential links between religious belief and delinquent 

behavior. Hofmann et al. (2014) found that religious and non-religious 

participants did not differ in the likelihood of committing moral and immoral 

acts, or in the quality of the acts committed. Some perpetrators may argue 

that it is the will of God, and therefore they can violate the law. Some religious 

individuals portray themselves as more moral than others (Arnesen, 2014). 

Tjørholm (2016), a professor of religion at a university in Norway, argues 

that in some situations, the Catholic Church seems to decouple itself from the 

common moral and social obligations: 

The indictment against Oslo Catholic Diocese was recently announced. 

The chief financial officer is accused of serious fraud, with a maximum 

possible sentence of six years. On the part of Oslo Catholic Diocese, 

the allegation involves a fine of one million Norwegian kroner. Bishop 

BerntEidsvig avoided indictment because adequate evidence of guilt 

does not exist. Management in Oslo Catholic Diocese has undoubtedly 

adopted reprehensible methods when members were registered as a 

basis for allocation of state subsidies (p. 12). 

Just like any offender, religious offenders apply neutralization techniques. 

Powell-Williams and Powell-Williams (2016) found that church members 

engage in common neutralization techniques including denial of 

responsibility for the pain and discomfort they cause, appealing to higher 

loyalties, and denial of victimization. They interviewed members of the 

Westboro Baptist Church. 

Fleckenstein and Bowes (2000) suggest that the principle of justice may be 

compromised or nullified by the emphasis on the principle of mercy, and that 

the fear of publicity may paralyze religious organizations in the prosecution 

of white-collar criminals. They argue that trust is an especially complicated 

issue in religious organizations, since trust in God should not be questioned. 

A violation of trust within a religious institution can create an atmosphere of 

fear and mistrust among members who begin to lose confidence in each 

other. 
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Religious organizations tend to focus on God’s forgiveness, and they attempt 

to practice the same focus among themselves (Fleckenstein and Bowes, 2000: 

113): 

They take a humanitarian attitude towards crime. Crime is seen more 

as a disease to be healed. The criminal needs therapy and can be 

cured. In addition, the reluctance to undergo the scrutiny of a public 

trial leaves some organizations paralyzed and encourages those bold 

enough to try and take advantage of the situation. 

While the personal willingness to commit white-collar crime may be just as 

strong or even stronger compared to non-religious people, believers tend to 

express the opposite attitude. Therefore, it comes as no surprise that 

religious people score more favorable on surveys on attitudes towards 

delinquency. For example in a study of tax fraud acceptability, Stack and 

Kposowa (2006) found that the higher individuals’ level of religiosity, the 

lower the tax fraud acceptability. In fact, believing that you are morally 

superior to others may enable convenient acceptance of personal misconduct 

and crime. 

Corcoran et al. (2012) studied religion and acceptability of white-collar crime. 

They found that offenders are more willing to commit white-collar crime if 

the potential offenders have an impersonal, inactive or amoral conception of 

God. If a believer is dissatisfied with God as perceived by him or her, then 

there will be a greater acceptability of white-collar crime. 

Obedience to authority is common in religious institutions. Authority can be 

defined as domination, where the probability is high that a certain specific 

command will be obeyed by a given group of persons. Authority assumes 

voluntary compliance or an interest in obedience. Obedience is an obligation 

that is formal, and one follows it without regard to one’s own attitude or lack 

of value of its content (Aguilera and Vadera, 2008). According to Fehr et al. 

(2015), followers experience feelings of shame and guilt when they fail to 

support their religious leaders and fail to reject those who vocalize morals 

that contradict their leaders’ views.  

Hofmann et al (2014) found thatreligious people could be just as harmful, 

unfair, disloyal, subversive, degrading, and dishonest as nonreligious people. 

There was no discernible difference in the frequency of positive moral 

experience. However, religious people reacted more strongly in psychological 

terms to immoral deeds that they commit. Religious people experienced more 

intense self-conscious emotions such as guilt, embarrassment, and disgust in 

response to the immoral deeds they committed, and more pride and 
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0 gratefulness in response to moral deeds. Viewed in concert, these findings 

suggest that religious and nonreligious do not differ in their deviant 

behaviors, but religious people feel more strongly the immoral deeds they 

commit. 

 

The Blomhoff Case 

Are Blomhoff was educated as a priest and became chief executive officer 

(CEO) at the religiously-based social foundation Betanien in Bergen, Norway. 

The foundation operates several nursing homes, kindergartens and health 

institutions associated with the Methodist Church. When he was 52 years old, 

CEO Blomhoff was in charge of developing a nursing home in Spain for older 

Norwegians. He got money transferred from Spain to Norway for the project. 

He had exclusive responsibility for all money transfers to Spain. He 

embezzled some of the transferred money to buy himself an apartment in 

Spain and to arrange expensive parties with prostitutes in Spain. Two 

whistleblowers in Spain sent notice to the chairman at Betanien in Norway, 

but the chairman would not believe that a priest could do such a thing. When 

the whistleblowers threatened to tell Norwegian media about the case, then 

the chairman confronted the CEO with the allegations, and Blomhoff 

confessed to embezzlement. Fraud examiners from accounting firm BDO 

(2014) were hired by the chairman to find out if there was more money 

embezzled by the CEO than he already had confessed (Drammen tingrett, 

2014). The private investigators found evidence of more embezzlement. In 

terms of convenience theory, we find evidence of all three dimensions: 

1. Motive in the economical dimension: Greed to buy private apartment 

and expensive parties in Spain. While being a priest and CEO in 

Norway, he had suppressed all his desires for a wild life that could be 

enabled by money. Finally, he could enjoy life the way he really 

wanted. 

2. Opportunity in the organizational dimension: Exclusive responsibility 

for money transfers and no control by others. He was handling large 

sums of money for the construction project, and only an invisible 

fraction of the money was taken by him. He did not really conceal his 

illegal transactions, but he knew that nobody else had access to the 

relevant accounts. The abused accounts were neither part of the 

Betanien Foundation in Norway nor the FundacionBetanien in Spain. 

Money transfers from Norway were conducted by employees after 

instructions from the CEO. The transfers were based on fake offers 
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and invoices from Spanish suppliers. Blomhoff got travel and other 

personal expenses refunded by both StiftelsenBetanien and 

FundacionBetanien. Some of the money transfers occurred via a bank 

account in Luxembourg. 

3. Deviance in the behavioral dimension: Different behavior in Spain from 

Norway. He would never have done it at home. While in Spain, he 

became a different person and was willing to embezzle money and 

hire prostitutes for parties with friends. His willingness increased as 

he did not notice any damage or any victims of his crime. Blomhoff 

had problems with substance abuse, which was noticed by the 

whistleblowers.  

In the report of investigation, fraud examiners at BDO (2014: 7) write: 

“According to the assessment of BDO, the Foundations organizational and 

internal control is characterized by a situation where the chief executive has 

enjoyed substantial trust among board members and employees of the 

foundation and thus had wide powers”.. 

Fraud examiners also criticize the board for not reacting timely to whistle 

blowing and to other information (BDO, 2014: 10): 

Information has come to our attention about a safe that was removed 

from the former CEO’s house in Spain, in addition to another safe that 

was allegedly stolen during a burglary. This happened in the days 

after the former CEO was confronted with the embezzlement claims. 

It is our opinion that the case could possibly have been far better 

documented if the board had chosen to contact the police before the 

former CEO was confronted with the issue. 

 

Discussion 

Fleckenstein and Bowes (2000) find that the prevalence of white-collar crime 

and the fact that it is of a non-violent nature seems to have led religious 

organizations to deal with it rather leniently, failing to recognize the impact 

of such crime on society in terms of law-breaking behavior. They argue that 

the quality of God’s mercy is never arbitrarily distributed, and suggest that 

the condition for receiving God’s mercy is individual repentance. The 

offender must regret his or her behavior and must be contrite in order to 

receive mercy.  

Fleckenstein and Bowes (2000: 114) argue that religious organizations have 

misunderstood their role in society in terms of criminal justice: 
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2 Religious organizations should not be afraid of prosecuting crimes 

committed against them to the fullest extent of the law. Mission 

statements and fundamental beliefs focusing on the quality of mercy 

must be tempered by the quality of justice. As Thomas Aquinas 

reminds us: “God acts mercifully, not indeed by going against His 

justice, but by doing something more than justice.” Further, the public 

has the right to know that investment in these organizations is not 

only safe, but will be used for the purpose intended. Working against 

crime and prosecuting these criminals keeps the public trust. 

This article does not approach the question of whether or not there is more 

or less white-collar crime in religious institutions. This article is focused on 

the convenience perspective for those who commit white-collar crime in 

religious institutions, either to benefit themselves or to benefit the institution. 

It seems that offenders have convenient motive, opportunity as well as 

willingness to commit crime. 

There are several avenues for future research based on this article. While the 

article has made a contribution as a reproduction of the state of the art by 

applying the theory of convenience, future research might develop innovative 

insights into how and why it can be expected that religion and money crime 

produce different effects than in a non-religious setting.  

 

Conclusion 

There may or may not be a causal link between religiosity and delinquent 

behavior in terms of white-collar crime, where potential offenders are 

deterred from crime because of the hellfire hypothesis and other 

circumstances. This was not the issue in this article. The issue in this article 

was that for those who become offenders and commit white-collar crime, 

there can be especially convenient alternatives. This article has focused on 

those members of religious institutions who become offenders, and the 

article attempted to explain their behavior by the theory of convenience. 

Convenience theory suggests that the extent of white-collar crime is 

determined by financial motive, organizational opportunity, and personal 

willingness. As described in this article, religiosity may influence motive, 

opportunity, as well as willingness. The motive can be a greater good, the 

opportunity can be the lack of control because of trust, and the willingness 

can be the availability of forgiveness. 
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Current Conflict and the Ensuing Debates about Identity 
among the Pakhtuns in Cultural and Virtual Spaces 
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Abstract  

The participation of Pakhtuns1 in debates of identity during the current 

conflict in Pakistan-Afghanistan borderland has received little attention from 

the scholars of conflict studies on the region. These debates (held in cultural 

and virtual spaces) represent a non-violent, dialogical and discursive 

resistance put up by people who are often painted by media as perpetrators of 

violence. This paper argues that, there is discernible change in Pakhtun region 

and that one way to understand such a change is to study the debates and 

deliberations that engage diverse people at inclusive and exclusive spaces of 

engagement such as cyberspace (internet) and cultural spaces such as hujras, 

jirgas, etc. The analysis in the paper are based on data collected from two 

internet discussion forums as ‘Global Hujra’ hosted by Khyberwatch and 

‘Pashtun Forums’ between 2007-2010. Besides these forums, insights were 

taken from the fieldwork done by the author in district Malakand (Pakistan) to 

reflect on debates in cultural spaces such as hujra, etc. The findings of the 

paper suggest that the use of cyberspace among Pakhtuns itself is an evidence 

of change that highlights the acceptance and engagement of new means of 

communication (globalization agents) for the purpose to generate debate. The 

way issues are initiated, deliberated and articulated on these forums 

represents acumen, keenness, and dedication of the posters. The dialogical 

skills demonstrated by the educated Pakhtun through these internet forums 

represent a change from other wise traditional forums of deliberation such as 

jirgas or hujras. Moreover, the debates and interaction on internet relate to the 

dominant official discourse of Pakistani identity and the radical Islamic 

discourse. In the relating process the deliberations constitute a discourse, 

which manifest identity construction.  

 
Key Words: Identity, Virtual Spaces, Pakhtuns, Conflict. 

 

Introduction 

Pakhtuns being the second most numerous ethnic group of Pakistan, 

have at times felt socio-economic and politically marginalized and 

therefore nurtured sporadic irredentism (Cohen, 2005; Jaffrelot, 

2005; Weiss, 1999). Current unrest in their region, such as the North 

West of Pakistan, has also added to their disenchantment (Weiss, 

1999; Cohen, 2005). Moreover, they have been historically sensitive 
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about their ethnic identity (see Jan, 2010). Therefore, the ensuing 

conflict and unrest provided an opportunity to the educated 

Pakhtuns to engage in a discursive process of identity making. The 

discourse is visible through interaction at cyberspace and other 

cultural spaces such as hujra, Jirga etc. The community which 

constitutes this discourse is debating and negotiating features of 

identity, particularly the relationship between religion and culture. 

This effort on the part of Pakhtuns indicates a non-violent dialogical 

and discursive resistance.  

The literature on current conflict in the Pak-Afghan region, 

quite often emphasizes on impacts of conflict on security, local 

economy and politics and ignore the identity formation processes. 

This paper does not claim that the above mentioned identity 

formation processes are first such occurrences, particularly when 

the available literature does refer to debates on internet about 

identity among Pakhtuns (Edwards,1996). Nevertheless, the paper 

argues that the current unrest has multiplied the efforts in this 

direction; and a deliberate effort to deal with the crisis through a 

discourse is surely distinct. Secondly, the discourse also 

demonstrates how Pakhtuns link the crisis to ethnic identity and 

revisit its features. Thirdly, the study elaborates on the use of and 

interaction with new technology in the process of identity 

formation. Simultaneously, Pakhtun get influenced by the new 

technology and employs it as a tool. Therefore, making 

‘technological determinism’ irrelevant.2 Also, the non-violent, 

dialogical and discursive nature of resistance put up by the posters 

through these forums is emphasized by the study. All these factors 

dispel the conservative image of the Pakhtun very simply and 

naively constructed and projected by some national and 

international media and academia.     

 The first section of the paper focuses on theoretical 

discussion on Internet and Identity formation processes. The second 

section explains the methodological issues such as the research 

questions guiding this study, the site of the research and a brief 

introduction of the spaces. The following section focuses on Pakhtun 

identity, and the relationship between Islam and Pakhtun Identity. 

These discussions are followed by empirical evidence of how 

identity debates are carried out in cultural and virtual spaces, the 
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participants in these debates and the content of these debates. The 

paper is concluded with general remarks about the identity related 

processes among Pakhtuns.   

 

Identity Formation Processes and Technological Change: 

Theoretical Debates  

This study is guided by multidisciplinary theoretical debates 

on identity, technology, ethnicity, etc. It is guided by a social 

constructivist and interactional understanding of ethnicity and 

identity; emphasizing on activism of ethnic groups to create, 

negotiate and reshape their own identities (Cornell and Hartmann, 

1998: 72-85) through interaction (Barth,1969; Eriksen, 2002).  

This study endorses the significance of technology for the 

process of identification. However, it avoids ‘technological 

determinism’ which refers to unidimensional impact of technology 

on society or humans (Comunello and Anzera, 2012). Internet is a 

recent technology that has attracted enormous attention from 

scholars. I shall argue below that the very activism of Pakhtuns on 

internet refer to the agency of Pakhtuns and technology as a tool 

harnessed to serve the purpose. Also the effort on the part of 

Pakhtuns to reshape the cyberspace into a space that not only 

symbolically connotes culture but reproduction of cultural 

institutions through cyberspace. However, due to limitations of the 

scope, this study could not see how the power relations are 

structured in such a space. Thus on conceptual level this study see 

internet not just a tool to organize but also as a space to articulate 

(Aourgh and Alexander, 2011).  

An important aspect of this study is to understand that the 

cultural space and cyberspace (presented in this study) manifest a 

dichotomy of online and offline world. However, how important is 

this dichotomy needs to be investigated. This study supports the 

premises that these two are connected and it is difficult to 

disconnect one from another (Zhao et al.,2008, Comunello and 

Anzera,2012) in a range of activities such as articulation, identity 

formation and mobilization.  This is despite the fact that online and 

offline encounters are distinct at least in the way that online 

encounters can be anonymous and disembodied (from corporal, 

physical body) but offline encounters cannot (Zhao et al.,2008). It is 
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also difficult to disassociate online engagement and activism from 

offline activism. However, at times online space is utilized against 

the offline world because the offline world may be fraught with 

dangers. This is particularly important in challenging a dominant 

discourse (Warf and Grimes, 1997). To Pakhtuns who have been 

using these forums to debate their identity, the offline world is a 

source and subject at the same time for their online discussions. For 

them discussions are about the real world out there, out of the 

bounds of virtual world.  However, they are also conscious that the 

site of the discussion is virtual and perhaps offer at least some kind 

of security vis a vis real world which perhaps is fraught with greater 

dangers. It is this context that explains the dichotomy of online and 

offline world.  

 There is plenty of empirical evidence suggesting the identity 

formation processes are carried out through online debates among 

ethnic groups, particularly those living as ethnic diaspora (Wenjing, 

2005; Panagakos, 2003; Djuric, 2003; Stokes, 2007). Moreover, 

some scholars have also refered to engagement of Pakhtuns in 

online discussions that involve identity (Edwards, 1996). Therefore, 

this study is not the first one to elaborate on the virtual debate on 

identity among Pakhtuns. Edwards (1996) has added an excellent 

discussion on the internet messages posted on news associated 

websites in 1994 when the rise of TNSM alarmed internet users to 

debate the phenomenon of religious radicalism. In fact, what started 

as a commentary on the news report added by one of the 

participants the discussion became heated discourse from 

entrenched positions through which participants discussed the role 

of Islam in Pakhtuns society, the relationship of culture and religion 

in Pakhtun society, increasing radicalism in the region. Below is an 

effort to take that discussion further and see how Pakhtuns have 

been meaningfully engaged in a debate about their ethnic identity 

through cultural and virtual spaces.  

   

Methodology  

The broader research questions guiding this research work include; 

is there a discernible debate about identity among the Pakhtuns? 

What means are adopted for such debates? What kinds of participants 

are involved in these debates? What is the subject of these debates? 
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How these debates are related to the current conflict in the region? Do 

these debates represent continuity or change? 

To answer these questions, the paper proposes that there is 

a significant, vibrant and lively debate about the Pakhtun identity. 

Such a debate is carried out at multiple spaces particularly at 

cultural spaces and virtual spaces. Just as these spaces (online and 

offline) are not very disconnected the content of the debate carried 

out at these spaces is also not dissimilar. It also claims that the 

subject of these debates is the features of Pakhtun identity and their 

relationship with other identities within the context of recent 

conflict. Most importantly, how Islam and cultural features are 

juxtaposed and how they represent continuity and disjunction.  

To answer the above questions diverse data has been used. 

Primary data was collected through interviews conducted in the 

fieldwork in Malakand between 2008 and 2009 to investigate 

debates in cultural spaces such as hujras and jirgas. Primary data in 

form of views and analysis from internet forums was collected to see 

debates in virtual or cyberspace. Finally, secondary data in form of 

news reports and articles on Peace Jirgas held in Peshawar and 

Kabul to look into debates among the elites. The most substantive 

section of the paper includes analysis of data collected from internet 

forums though.   

Although there are many forums, newsgroups, social 

networking sites that are engaged in the debate from their 

particular perspective however, I have included only two such 

forums such as Global Hujra hosted by Khyberwatch 

(http://www.khyberwatch.com/forums/) and Pashtun Forums 

(http://www.pashtunforums.com/). These two claim to have 

advantage over other forums through quality and quantity of posts 

and visitors. The post studied were initiated from 2007-2010. 

Moreover, pseudonyms are used for various posters who are quoted 

directly in this paper.  

 Besides, internet forum this study will explore identity 

processes in cultural spaces such as hujras and jirgas. These spaces 

although are functional since long but they are undergoing change 

that carries interesting implications for us to study. Although they 

have been identified as traditional spaces, the dichotomy between 

traditional versus modern is not very conspicuous. The 

http://www.khyberwatch.com/forums/
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reconstituting hujra as Global Hujra on internet alludes to a 

conscious effort to blur the boundary between traditional and 

modern.  

 

Pakhtun Identity 

There is not dearth of literature on the Pakhtun identity 

maintenance. The classical anthropological work of Barth 

(Barth,1959, Barth,1969) and Ahmad (1980) focused on the basic 

features and maintenance of identity across ecological variations. 

The current literature (Anderson,1983, Edwards,1996, 

Edwards,1990, Banerjee,2000, Ahmed,2006) focuses on the 

dynamics of the ethnic features. More recently scholars have 

revisited the relation of religion and culture expressed through 

identity (Jan,2010: 160, Bartlotti,2000) This study sustains the 

tradition by exploring identity making processes employing 

multiple spaces in a conflict situation. However, it is necessary to 

briefly outline the repertoire of identity markers Pakhtun associate 

with their Pakhtunness. These include, the Pashto language, tribal 

organization and patrilineal lineage, cultural code (Pakhtunwali) 

which includes the features of hospitality (melmastia), council 

(jirga), seclusion of women (pardah), revenge (badal) and a range of 

other ideals, and finally the religion Islam. It is noteworthy here to 

suggest that features and notions of Pakhtunwali are not fixed and 

static (Bartlotti, 2000; Banarjee, 2000). 

 Although the literature on Pakhtun Identity 

highlights centrality of Islam to Pakhtun identity (Barth, 1969; 

Ahmed, 1980), it also refers to disjunctions between the Islam and 

Pakhtun identity (Bartalotti, 2000; Jan and Aman, 2015). Central to 

theme of the paper is the discussion on the relation between Islam 

and Pakhtun identity. The paper suggests that previously Islam was 

a tool to resist all foreign invasions particularly invasions into 

autonomy, but Islam or certain interpretation of Islam is currently 

perceived as a part of a problem. That is the reason the discourse 

engages the very identity of Pakhtuns and revisits the constituent 

features of identity.  It is in this line that hujra as a cultural space is 

reconfigured as a virtual space. The very name of the forum as 

Global Hujra is evident.  
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Debates about Pakhtun identity 

 

Identity Debates in Cultural Spaces  

Hujra and Jirga as cultural spaces:  

Hujra is a male guest house and the site of performing a very 

important Pakhtun cultural feature i.e Melmastia (hospitality). 

However, hujra is having wider cultural, social (Ahmed,1976: 65, 

Lindholm and Meeker,1981: 445-446, 448) and political functions 

(Barth,1959: 80). The function of hujra is also undergoing 

transformation in recent time. In Malakand where hujra has lost 

most of its previous political functions of ‘gift distribution’ 

(Barth,1959: 80), still retains some of its social and political role. 

Besides its function of distributing patronage, in very limited sense 

during elections, it has primarily become the site of hospitality to 

friends and guests. It has, thus, become a training institution for the 

younger generation where the ideal Pakhtun behavior is 

consummated. It guides and teaches the youth, how to behave in 

social interaction, mostly through the diverse friendship gatherings 

in hujra. These very peer or friendship circles in hujras would often 

involve formal and informal dialogue and discussion. These 

gathering provide useful insights into identity related discussions in 

Pakhtun society.    

 Jirga is an important institution of Pakhtun society which 

refers to the ‘council of elders’ (Ahmed,1980) or ‘Public assemblies’ 

(Barth,1959: 119) that solve disputes and its decisions are accepted 

by the parties in conflict.3 It involves dialogue and discussion which 

leads to consensus that is often translated into meaningful decisions. 

The multiplicity of forms and roles it performs is widely reported 

(Ahmed,1980: 90, Wardak,2002, Ali and Rahman,2001: 51). 

However, jirga is going under transformation over the years. The 

most recent example is of Aman Jirgas (Peace Jirgas). A number of 

Aman Jirgas (Peace Jirgas) were held since 2001. The first in the 

series of peace Jirga was Pakhtun Aman Jirga (Pakhtun Peace Jirga) 

convened by the Pakhtun nationalist political party of Pakistan 

known as Awami National Party (ANP) on 20th November 2006.4 A 

second one Qaumi Aman Jirga (National Peace Jirga) was convened 

by a nationalist leader associated with ANP known as Afzal Khan  in 

May 2012. These jirgas invited Pakhtuns from different walks of life 
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and were both held in Pakistan. Similar kind of initiative were taken 

by the governments of Afghanistan and Pakistan. Two such jirgas 

invited considerable attention, i.e. Joint Pak-Afghan Peace Jirga 2007 

(Bijlert,2010) and Consultative Peace Jirga in Kabul June 2010 

(Saba, 2011).  

 These jirgas have been convened by the nationalist elite or 

governments of Afghanistan and Pakistan. These jirgas are quite 

different from traditional Jirgas as they appear more like 

‘conferences or workshops’ (Bijlert,2010) where the conflict 

situation in the region is discussed and solutions are suggested. 

However, they do not end up with decisions of binding nature. This 

is mainly because they are not convened for such purpose. They are 

actually convened to find ways to change conflict situation through 

consultative process. Therefore, the gathering often ends up with a 

visionary/positive note of agreement that demonstrates the resolve 

of the political leadership to contribute to peace in the region. 

Although there is more rigorous research needed to explain the 

impact of these Jirgas on the conflict but the very process of 

conducting such gatherings has multiple implications. First, the Jirga 

ensures continuity of the spirit of dialogue which is so central to 

Pakhtun society, Secondly, they represent transformation and 

dynamism in cultural institutions that can be employed or 

reemployed for a variety of purpose. Finally, the membership, 

participation, conduct of business, the content of debates in these 

jirgas has potential to be studied by researchers. This phenomenon 

will also give valuable insights into social interaction among 

Pakhtuns and behavioural change over the years.  

 
The Discourse in Cultural Spaces  
Before we embark on the details of the debates in hujra and jirgas, it 

is important to reflect a bit on the participants of these debates and 

discourse. The hujras in general are visited and inhabited by 

Pakhtun men. This study uses research diaries from the flied work 

done by author in Malakand (2009-2010). These diaries recorded 

observations of the debates and informal chat in hujras about the 

current conflict and Pakhtun identity. The participants in these 

discussion ranged from younger to elderly Pakhtuns of Batkhela, 

Malakand. The Peace Jirgas selected for this study are primarily 
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Pakhtun elite which is divided in the current conflict situation. 

Following is the detail of these polarized elite. In the background of 

Afghan Jihad, radicalisation of religious schools of thought (Nasr, 

2000) and the emergence of “neo-Taliban” (White, 2008a), has not 

only created two hardened positions held by Pakhtun nationalists 

and religious radicals, but also generated discourse about the 

relationship between Pakhtunwali and Islam.5 Through these 

hardened positions the relationship between Pakhtunwali and Islam 

is interpreted in essentialized way. Moreover, electoral swing from 

religious parties to nationalist party has been under the influence of 

this discourse.  

  The first kind of elite is religious elite, they have deeper 

inroads into the State and society through their educational 

institutions, their recognized role of being the guardians of public 

morality, their regional influence and their stakes in State’s 

nationalist discourse. Religious elite has been very diverse. They 

include members from religious political parties such as JUI and 

Jamaat Islami and militant elements such as Taliban and TNSM. 

Ethno-nationalists have been less recognized and appreciated by the 

State, but their recent electoral victory and increasing public 

disappointment in face of unrest in the region at the hands of 

Islamist strengthen their position. These include political parties 

such as Awami National Party, Pakhtun Mili Awami Party and 

Pakhtun nationalist intellegencia.  

 These diverse Pakhtun elite represent different understanding 

and perspectives of the current conflict and Pakhtun identity. These 

different perspectives can be observed in the debates of these elite 

in Peace Jirgas.  

“Much of the debate focused on defining the two 

traditional centres of Pashtun values - the masjid, or 

mosque, and the hujra, or the seat of the tribal chief. 

In other words, the power of religion and secular 

political power. While clerics defended the Taleban 

saying they had united the two, others insisted they 

must be kept separate if the Pashtuns were to 

survive as a nation. The debate on Pashtun identity 

has just begun...” (Rashid, 2006). 
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Pakhtun nationalists, both Awami National Party, Pakhtun Mili 

Awami Party and Pakhtun nationalist intellegencia have been 

overemphasising on non-religious credentials of Pakhtun culture 

and relegate secondary role to religion. Such thinking is reflected 

through their argument that religious sentiments and association of 

Pakhtun have long been exploited by the State of Pakistan to gain 

strategic victories in Afghanistan and promote its assimilation 

efforts. They often refer to the secular and non-violent credentials of 

Khudai Khidmatgar movement of Ghafar Khan.6 This nationalist 

discourse about the place of religion and the extent of its influence 

in Pakhtun culture and society is often ignored in the literature that 

see the intermeshing of Jihad and Pakhtunwali (Verkaaik, 2007). 

This discourse appears to be a discourse of resistance, which 

challenges the interpretation of Pakhtun code in religious terms. In 

fact, it refers to the destruction of the Pakhtun culture and values at 

the hands of the Taliban. 

  On the other hand, religious elite have a very different 

perspective of Pakhtun identity and the current crisis. They have 

been alluding to the centrality and pervasiveness of Islam in 

Pakhtun society. They have even interpreted Pakhtun cultural 

elements such as ‘honour’ by giving it religious connotations.7 They 

have also appealed to the traditions of religious millenarian 

movements of colonial era. The effort of the protagonists of these 

positions is to establish the dominance of one over the other. 

Consequently, they are creating two polarised positions and a space 

that highlights the disjunction between Islam and Pakhtunwali.  

 Edwards (1990) in an important study in Afghan refugee 

camps in Pakistan has observed the tension between the religious 

class and the tribal Pakhtuns. He reported that mullas prevented 

music and dancing in the camp which was resisted by the tribal 

Pakhtuns. The encounter between the two in the argument of 

Edwards refers to attempting boundaries between cultural 

performance (tribal identity) and religious identity by social actors. 

Therefore, the power wielded by religious authorities disturbed the 

“traditional balance of religion and tribe and has created a 

disjuncture between fundamental aspects of their identity” (1990: 

95-96).   
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 Edwards posit that in the refugee context, the 

dichotomisation between ‘those who uphold tribal patterns and 

those who profess primary allegiance to Islam as practical code of 

social behaviour’ is increasing (1990: 97). He reports that in the 

refugee environment the balance has swung in favour of religious 

groups which cherish a different ethical ideal then the tribal ideal of 

gheyrat (defined by him as ‘self-determination’). This ideal is taqwa 

(piety) which is characterised by ‘submission’ (to both faith and the 

religious elite) rather than ‘self-determination’ (gheyrat). Therefore, 

‘both gheyrat and taqwa are ideals of personal conduct that express 

and help to enforce general notions of social propriety’ (Edwards, 

1990: 97). 

 Moreover, the above discussed discourse is also manifested 

in the electoral trends in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The electoral victory 

of the Pakhtun nationalists in 2008 is an important event as was the 

victory of an alliance of Islamic parties called MMA in 2002. It 

happened in such succession that it will not be inappropriate to see 

it as a possible consequence of each other. On the one hand it 

signified the presence of two very different electoral forces in the 

province on the other it referred to a trend (probably positive) that 

people’s choice is not always based in clientelistic considerations.8 

Most importantly, the vote negated some of the assumptions that 

radical elements represent popular sentiments of the region. I tend 

to avoid explaining popular support swing but insist that the pattern 

signifies the discourse which reevaluates the relationship between 

the constituent elements of Pakhtun identity, which in time may 

redefine Pakhtun identity. The dialectics of the discourse are in the 

positions taken by religious groups and ethno-nationalists.  

 The discourse is not just limited to political elite articulating 

in grand jirgas but in the local hujras also due to widespread access 

to media and other information sources, people in Malakand have 

been informed by the discourse, shared their concerns about the 

growing tension in the region and raised questions about the 

foreignness of the idea and method if not the membership of 

militant organizations. Most of the concerns were raised by the 

younger and educated Pakhtuns in Malakand. They also endorsed 

the nationalists elite criticism of the State’s contribution to the 

unrest. State’s involvement cannot be entirely discredited as reports 
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about secret agencies (ISI) plan to establish a “Talibanized belt” in 

FATA to pressure Afghan government (at least till 2004) is 

documented (Rashid, 2008: 269-270).  

 

5.2 Debates in Virtual Space: 

  

The discourse is not just limited to cultural spaces; it is equally 

visible in cyberspace. The educated and intellectual Pakhtuns (in 

Pakistan and the diasporas) are more actively involved at such 

spaces. Numerous organizations, peace forums, literary circles, 

websites are dedicated to contribute to this discourse. Such 

discourse has informed and engulfed lay man to an educated 

Diaspora. Due to widespread access to media and other information 

sources. Below is the discussion on the participants in these debates 

and the content of the debates conducted online.  

The number of participants is not very high roughly 600 

visitors every day. However, the frequent visits, quality of posts and 

commitments shown by the participants is significant. Participants 

claim to be from diverse background and their reflections give much 

credibility to their views. Internet forums facilitate linkage between 

the Pakhtuns living in Pakistan and Afghanistan and the larger 

Pakhtun diaspora. They engage across these national divisions 

through the medium of internet and the cyberspace created for the 

purpose of debate. Most of the posts are in English; however, 

occasionally posts are in Pashto with either Pashto text or English 

text.  

After discussing the participants briefly, we need to explain 

the presentation of self by these participants on internet. The 

presentation of self on internet, the identification and credibility of 

the participants are issues related to internet forums but the way 

the emotional exchanges, community spirit and understanding is 

demonstrated reduces some of these issues to trivial.  

“Man! If you ask me those contributing on KW (Khyber 

watch)…Pashtunforums… Believe me, half of them I know personally 

and even can write their names, locations and can tell you the name of 

their kids. They are not too many indeed, they are few in numbers. I 

am dealing with them for many years.” (Shaheen, Global Hujra). 
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The element of strangeness in the encounters on internet is 

also significant. The participants are strangers but they have 

established an online rapport through their consistent interaction 

over time and their belonging to a certain mindset. 

 “We were able to make friends through Khyber Watch that 

we could not have made through other forum including our 

Universities. We cannot forget Khyberwatch” ( Akbar, Global Hujra).9  

This takes further the discussion started by Edwards about 

the strangerness of the posters. Also Anderson’s explanation of 

strangeness in non-tribal or urban situations is reconfigured 

through internet. Also the element of violence as posited by 

Edwards is also relevant. Although, there were exchanges that refer 

to violence, but I could also see a spirit and eagerness to 

accommodate each other on many occasions.  

 Internet forums facilitate linkage between the Pakhtuns 

living in Pakistan and Afghanistan and the larger Pakhtun diaspora. 

They engage across these national divisions through the medium of 

internet and the cyberspace created for the purpose of debate. The 

expression of a poster, claiming to be the supporter of Taliban, is 

meaningful in this context. He writes, all those people who are 

talking against Talibaan are generally living in kaafir countries 

(Darul-harb)” (Asim). Through such assertions the poster alludes to 

the strangerness of the non-compliant posters by describing them 

diasporas having lost their basis in the region and no sympathy with 

the people of the region. Although, the views condemning such 

assertions are overwhelming, the assertions possess insights into 

the division between Pakhtun diaspora and the rest of the Pakhtuns.  

Through internet forums the very purpose of the exploiting 

virtual space to the benefits of the ethnic community is expressed. In 

an interesting discussion on one of the threads the participants 

expressed their desire to utilize the space for the benefit of Pakhtun 

community even with a spirit to shelf mutual rivalries between the 

forums.  
Pakhtun voice needs to be heard. I do not care who and which 

forum it is. As long as there is a forum that shows the world that 

we are intellectual people and may have our difference but we 

can debate each other and learn from each other (Malang, Global 

Hujra).  
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The very existence of these forums is testament of the younger 

people’s ordeal in-wake of current crisis and their non-violent 

dialogical resistance. They tend to provide a space to the internet 

users for the purpose to encourage dialogue. One such poster Amina 

asserts that he/she benefited from these posts and that she/he 

believes that all participants of these forums are well-wishers of 

Pakhtun. She has shown concern that “we are on the verge of 

extinction!”. Moreover, she sought guidance through these forums.  

 After discussing the participants and their self-presentation, 

we now elaborate on the content of these debates. These debates 

provide valuable insights into the identity processes. Although the 

broader debate demonstrates the understanding of Islam as feature 

of Pakhtun identity; but since the discourse takes place in the 

context of current unrest it unfolds into arguments involving radical 

Islam and Pakhtun identity. Therefore, views expressed directly 

target the foreignness of Taliban, the role of non-local agents, the 

compatibility of Taliban ideology with culture, etc. Thus the 

Muslimness becomes radical Muslimness and Islam becomes radical 

Islam. This hotchpotch and juxtaposing has been contextual. 

The question of the relationship of Islam with Pakhtun identity is 

taken as a gamut of questions rather than a single exclusive query. 

The spectrum or dimensions of this question include; 

1. Whether culture (Pukhtunwali) predates religion (Islam, Judaism, 

Buddhism). Pakhtuns being Buddhist, Christians or Jews before 

Islam. Can Pakhtun be other than Muslims by religion.  

2. Sectarian affiliations, transformation and identity. Taliban being 

‘Wahabi’ and thus close to Arab culture and off from Pakhtun 

culture. 

3. The radical religious elements involvement in the destruction or 

protection of Pakhtun cultural values and norms.   

4. Sharia as a source of Islamic law, its interpretation and utility for 

Pakhtun region.  

5. Islamic ideology of Pakistan promoted through Taliban brand of 

Islam and the issue whether they are ‘actually‘ Punjabi or 

Pakhtun (ethnic identity).  

6. Muslimness being identity feature and it comes before 

Pakhtunness.  
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7. The role and position of Mullah in Pakhtun society. Mullah versus 

Khan debate. 

8.  Are Taliban a cultural construct? Juxtaposing whether Western 

secularism or Taliban are detrimental to Pakhtun culture. 

Secularism is understood as ‘material greed’, ‘quest for wealth’ 

and western cultural invasion.   

9. Mutually replacing self-perception of being pro-Taliban or pro-

Taliban or the associated dichotomy of having one and losing the 

other.  

 

In an interesting encounter among the participants on question of 

taliban’s association with Pakhtun ethnicity and identity, a distinct 

rift can be witnessed. Although most of the posters would address 

this issue through their reference to disjunction between Pakhtun 

culture and Islam, some would emphasize the embeddedness of 

Pakhtun culture in Islam. Identifying various dimensions of 

talibanization in the region Asfandyar argues that a cure is needed 

for the aberration manifested in the rise of this phenomenon. He 

suggests that anti wahabi ideology in Punjab and ‘scientific 

nationalism/socialism’ in FATA will cure the menace. Another 

participant, Waseem suggests the roots of Taliban ideology in 

Pakistani ideology, “in fact Talibanization is the decaying form of 

Pakistan ideology...” and the same ideology, he argues, is the “real 

frankenstein monster”.  

The debate is turned lively by the entry of a participant who 

identifies himself with (Pakhtun Taliban) Taliban and mentions his 

madrasah education and Pakthun credentials along with his 

sympathetic inclination towards Taliban. Surprisingly he argues that 

Pakhtun culture and faith can both be saved by Taliban. He does not 

see boundaries or disjunctions. 
And how can we ban those women who have gotten rid of 

Pakhtun culture and running naked in the streets of some cities 

of Pakhtoon?I think we must follow talibaan to save our culture 

and eeman” (Asim) 

Such a post not only shocks other posters but also invite charged 

diatribe. The idea that Taliban will protect Pakhtun culture is 

strongly resented such as Waseem.  Waseem argues that Taliban 

ideology is against all cultures except Arab.  
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In one of the posts Asim the supporter of Taliban puts this 

query to the posters that why they do not demonstrate tolerance or 

accept the Pakhtun credentials of Taliban. He identifies himself a 

Pakhtun talib. Although, it is difficult to justify the credentials of the 

posters form these online anonymous environment, this probable 

‘avatar’ of Talib is significant as it demonstrates that the cyberspace 

can provide opportunity to express sentiments and views in support 

of Taliban which in real world would borne risks. Asim in response 

to an allegation that he is the enemy of Pakhtuns replies that he is 

Pakhtun talib. In response the accuser argues that ‘Taliban melgary 

da pukhtano dushmen de’ (The friends of Taliban are the enemy of 

Pakhtuns). The dichotomy is stressed to emphasize that pro Pashtun 

and pro-taliban cannot be accommodated. Another participant 

Gohar argues that Islam as religion is supported by everyone but the 

interpreted Islam through the agency of mullah is not acceptable in 

fact people are against mullah not Islam. Advocating the cause of 

Taliban Asim writes that they are in just cause. He also defines them 

as young, poor force which wants to implement the law of God. They 

are not Punjabis.  

Referring to various posts on the forum Amina argues that 

although they are intelligent and beneficial but in their arrogance 

may hurt the religious feeling of others. Also ‘Respecting the limits, 

people may also argue about those aspects of religion that are directly 

or indirectly hindrance to Pakhtun causes’ (Amina).  

 

Another debate refers to sin/infedel and virtue/Islam. In a very 

interesting way the division between Islam and Pakhtunwali is 

reduced to the utilitarian concept of religion. Islam if serves as a tool 

to serve the interests of Pakhtuns. A poster argues that whatever 

detrimental to Pakthun millat (nation) is kufar (infidel/sin) and 

whatever is for their progress is virtue and Islam (sawab ao Islam). 

Anwar argues that ‘kum ceezuna chey da pukhtun millat lapaara 

muzir yee hagha kufar aw gunnah dee aw kum chey millat da 

parmakhtag lapaara kha yee hagha sawab aw islam dey’ (Whatever is 

beneficial to Pakhtun nation is virtuous and Islam and whatever is 

detrimental to it is kufar and sinful).   

In the virtual discourse the participants emphasize the 

disjunction between religion and culture in two distinct ways. They 
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detach Islam from Pakhtun culture by referring to the non-

religious/secular aspects of Pakthunwali and emphasize that the 

current religiosity in the region has negative impact on Pakhtun 

society and culture therefore, being secular is best way to be a 

Pakhtun. Expressions that ‘I am first a Pakhtun’ or Pakhto as a 

‘mazhab’ (religion), ‘poor taking refuge in religion’ etc. Secondly 

Pakhtun culture and religion are imagined to be coalescing in a way 

that Islam is necessary part of the identity. However, recent 

Talibanization need to be detached from Pakhtun culture as it is 

detrimental to Pakhtun culture, society and economy. Most of the 

posts adhere to the former view. Whichever, way is conceived to 

explain the relationship between culture and religion, the focus and 

emphasis remains on the rejection for the Talibanization as a 

cultural construct. The disownment of Taliban is pervasive yet there 

are dissidents to this view.   

 

Conclusion 

The debates on identity have significance from three dimensions. 

The means adopted for the debates, the composition of the 

participants and the content of the debates. The means refer to the 

involvement of cultural and virtual spaces, their transformation 

over the years, their inclusivity and exclusivity and the manifested 

efforts to blur the division between traditional and new. While the 

traditional means allude to continuity the new means refer to 

change and flux. Similarly, the composition of the participants has 

greater relevance. Where traditional means and institutions are 

utilized by the elite, the new means are adopted by the younger 

educated masses. The diversity within these two groups is intrusive, 

the traditional elite is divided on the basis of their political ideals 

and ideology into the nationalist leaders (political figures) and 

religious leaders. The contested positions taken by both refer to the 

increased polarization in Pakhtun society. More importantly the 

participants of internet debates represent greater diversity. They 

include Pakhtuns of different tribal, national and religious 

affiliations. However, the greater issue concerning these 

participants is the presentation of self on internet. When they 

connect to the virtual world they may adopt different identities then 

those they have in real physical world. Both these categories of 
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participants such as elite and educated young masses show 

enormous interest keenness and passion to negotiate contest and 

reframe/maneuver the features of identity.  

Finally, the paper also demonstrate that content of the 

debate is significant. It involves the features of identity, particularly 

the relationship of Islam with Pakhtunwali. It highlights continuity 

and disjunctions in this relationship. The overall discussion in this 

paper substantiates how dynamism is an inherent feature and not 

an aberration of Pakhtun society. Pakhtun demonstrate stupendous 

acumen and sensitivity to their situation and convert such 

sensitivity and empathy into an opportunity to understand 

themselves and the extended world they are part of. Studying 

identity processes help revealing such propensity and peculiarities.  
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1
 Pakhtuns, Pukhtun, Pashtuns or Pathans are different names of the (more 

than 40 million) people spread across the border between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. 
2
 ‘Technological determinism’ means a unidirectional influence of technology 

over humans or their society. see for example (Comunello and Anzera,2012)  
3
 These councils could be ‘ad hoc meeting’ or an ‘instituted tribunal’ 

(Barth,1969: 121).  
4
 Most of the discussion in this study is based on this jirga. Two renown experts 

on this region wrote about this jirga and I have taken most of the information 
from their reports. These include Ahmad Rashid (2006) and Rahimullah 
Yusafzai (2008). 
5
 A Pakhtun peace Jirga was held in Peshawar in November 2006, where these 

positions were openly demonstrated by the nationalist leaders of ANP and 
Pakhtunkhwa Mili Awami party and the religious parties such as JUI. See 
Rashid (2006a) and (2006b).  
6
 Ironically KK leadership did appeal Islam and Pakhtunwali (Banerjee, 2000) .  

7
 TNSM leader in Batkhela defined honor to be struggle in the way of Allah and 

Islam. This could be a very narrow interpretation of the term, if one look at the 
understanding of the term by anthropologists such as Ahmed (1980) and Barth 
(1969). 
8
 see Wilder (1999) for voting behavior in Pakistan.  

9
 Author’s translation from original Pashto text.  
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Abstract 

The major objective of this research study was to study the present state of health related 

protection gap among internally displaced persons (IDPs). A  sample  size  of  234  

respondents  was  selected  through  lottery method of simple random  sampling  to 

ascertain respondent’s  attitudes towards phenomena  under investigation through Likert 

scale as measurement tool. Both uni-variate and bi-variate analyses were carried out to 

determine outcomes. Health-related protection gap (dependent variable) as associated 

with financial constraint (independent variable) was assessed by using Chi-square test. 

The study established that health-related protection gap had a highly significant 

association with access to employment, getting assistance from non-governmental 

organizations, IDPs lagged behind non-displaced persons in economic development, 

household monthly income, NGOs financial assistance, low income as a cause of low 

quality of life, lack of income as barrier to maintain good health and weak health 

condition produce reluctance in income generation. It was concluded that poor economic 

status and unemployment prevailed in IDPs camps. The displaced people depended on 

charities or assistance from government or NGOs. Such assistance always fell short of the 

needs of people therefore; IDPs were prone to health hazard. The health related 

protection gap, therefore was high for financially needy people. Study proposes and 

recommends integration of efforts by governmental organization, NGOs and local 

communities in providing of health and financial support to such deprived groups. 

 

Keywords: Financial constraint, Health-related protection gap, internally displaced 

persons 

 

Introduction 

Internally displaced persons has been defined by the international committee 

of the Red Cross and some well-known non-government organization (NGOs) 

as “persons or groups of persons who have been forced or obliged to flee or 

leave their homes or places of habitual residence, in particular as a result of 

or in order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations of generalized 

violence, violations of human rights or natural or human-made disasters, and 
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who have not crossed an internationally recognized state border” (Cohen & 

Deng, 1998). 

Rise in number of IDPs is a major concern for international community. 

During the year 1997 some 17 million IDPs were estimated at global level. 

During the year 2011-12 some 28.8 million IDPs were reported by the 

Geneva-based Internal Displacement Monitoring Center (IDMC). It was found 

that 15.5 million of IDPs were looked after by the UN refugee agency by the 

end of 2012; in addition, collective numbers of Refugees belong to UNHCR. 

Due to violation of human right and global level of violence, IDPs were 

thwarted by conflict similar to refugees (IDMC, 2012).      

In Pakistan, during August-September 2010, a significant displacement was 

seen after the disastrous flooding that hit the country affecting almost 20 

million people, and forcing over 7 million, people to flee their habitual homes. 

The displaced persons were forced to live in IDPs camp where they suffered 

from multiplicity of problems, including provision of health care facilities, 

ramified into huge user fees, unsafe environment, a far distances or costly 

transport fares to get to clinics and hospital etc. Older people and people with 

bodily disabilities, women and girls had additional problems during such 

mobilizations (Abbas & Qazi, 2009); these included poor facilities to travel, 

physical disability and social taboos(for females) to travel alone or get a 

checkup by a male doctor. Sexual and gender based violence in form of sexual 

assaults and rape stepped back IDPs, especially females, fearing of further 

humiliation, risk of further aggression and stigmatization.  Access to 

treatment helped to conduct awareness campaigns and to lemmatize mental 

illness related to sensitive health problems (UNHCR, 2010). IDPs had low 

resources to pay for their treatment. In such situations, they suffered 

extortion or mistreatment, and may have been forced into prostitution or 

forced sex as return for medical supplies (DRC, 2007).    

Poverty is the root cause that prevents IDPs to have a proper access to 

health facilities. Adult IDPs have a little exposure to vocational training and 

ways to make money. Affected people from rural areas, especially suffer 

because they find themselves in altogether a new environment of urban 

society, where these rural families do not earn enough money to make their 

livelihood expenditure for daily life like water, food, fuel transport and basic 

thing other than food like toilet paper, sanitary napkins, detergent, toothpaste 

and soap (WFP, 2000). 
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Most IDPs are helpless as compared to the settled portion of population 

according to definition of socio-economic assimilation; the major reasons are 

less number of opportunities to generate a respectable income and a 

prolonged displacement. By the passage of time IDPs get into the habit to 

secure external sources of help for their lazy life style. This dependency 

affects theirself-respectand finding a job (Woolcock, 1998).     

The exploitation of IDPs in labor market clearly shows the prevailed obstacles 

and the familiar mindset of this society. IDPs living in camps have a worse life 

then those who mix with the local population and get jobs. The ratio of IDPs 

joblessness to those who are part of host community is three times more 

(Petrasek, 1995). 

Many factors gave birth to number of risks for example excessive poverty, 

lack of ability to provide for one’s own and his family, economic deficiencies 

and financial dependence on others.  The poor economic condition of IDPs 

was the result of their lack of approach to the prolific resources i.e. training, 

education, credit, land and property (UNICEF, 2005).        

The economic conditions and health are interlinked and the relationship has 

two consequences i.e., on one hand, poor economic condition harbors poor 

quality of life and the deficiency of money restrains health benefits, on the 

other hand(Zoidze & Djibuti, 2004). Absence of universal backing, in law and 

health over-burdens IDPs. In such sorts of circumstances, IDPs generally 

depend on their financial status and social cash flow –the difference between 

opening and closing balance during a month to choose whether to go to IDPs 

camps or take asylum somewhere else. In numerous removal circumstances 

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), Pakistan, the wealthiest IDPs fled to 

significant urban areas, including urban areas outside the contention 

territory; the more defenseless were displaced inside their regions of starting 

point or to neighboring rustic ranges; and the most helpless went to camps 

(FDMA, 2013). 

Justification of the Study 

In KPK, particularly Federally Administrated Tribal Area (FATA) a conflict 

endemic area with periodic outbreaks of violence since 2002 (Fishman, 2010). 

The North Waziristan Agency (NWA) IDPs situation has worsened when 

government start recently operation against miscreants. Most people of 

NWA were displaced, with higher socially ranked managed to settle in 

better living facilities, however, the poor class is left with no option except 

to reside in IDPs camp. Due to economic and political reasons, these camps 

are paid little attention by governmental organizations and NGOs resulting 
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in poor living facilities including basic facilities of food, shelter and health, if 

present, the facilities are unequally distributed.  

This study is designed to focus on to explore the health needs of IDPs in 

these camps, the socioeconomic dynamic in access to health facilities, and 

prevailing mechanics among IDPs overcome the health issues inside the 

camp.      

Objectives of the Study  

This paper aims at finding the association between financial constraints faced 

by internally displaced persons (IDPs) and health -related protection gap 

Study Hypothesis 

To find out the association between financial constraints faced by internally 

displaced persons (IDPs) and health-related protection gap, Chi-square test 

was used for this purpose. The hypothesis for this study is given below.  

Hypothesis 

Ho = There is no association between financial constraints faced by internally 

displaced persons (IDPs) and health-related protection gap. 

H1 = There is an association between financial constraints faced by 

internally displaced persons (IDPs) and health-related protection gap. 

 

Methodology: 

Procedure: Prior permission from the administrative of cantt was sought for 

data collection. Permission was obtained from the respective authors based 

on the measures used in this research. Due to security threats, nobody was 

allowed to go inside the IDPs camp. Researcher was permitted to collect data 

from the participants. The researcher obtained consent from the participants 

of the study.  All the data was collected from male members. Also, the 

researcher informed participants about the nature of the research and gave 

them guarantee about the confidentiality of information they were going to 

provide. This they performed by giving them written consent forms. Due to 

the cultural norms of purdah and prestige in tribal society, women were not 

allowed to be interviewed. Participants who agreed to participate in the 

research were requested to be given the interview. All the questionnaires 

were completed by the male participants and were given to the researcher. 

Response rate was 86 %. However, it took approximately 40-45 minutes. 

Research design: 

 The present study, based on time horizon, was a cross sectional study 

which is also called “one short” study. It helps to obtain all the pictures that 

were prevailing at the time of study. This design is suitable for the 
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determination of existing phenomena, problem or attitude by taking a cross-

section of the population (Babie, 1989).  

Universe of the Study:  

The study was conducted in IDPs Bakkakhel camp established in Banuu 

district. The camp was inhabited by 900 IDPs families that were displaced 

from various part of insurgency effected area.  

Sample Size and Sampling: 

For a population of 900 IDPs, a sample size of 234 respondents suffices 

(Sekaran, 2003). A comprehensive interview scheduled based on Likert scale 

was constructed and served in collecting the relevant information. 

Consequently, the data was presented in the percentages along with 

ascertaining the relationship between independent variables, namely the 

(financial constraint) with the Health-related protection gap (Dependent 

Variable). It is obtained by indexing and cross-tabulating them to ascertain 

the relationship through the application 𝑥 2-test statistics. The list of all 

households residing in the camp was obtained from camp administration. 

The sample was drawn from the population by using lottery method of simple 

random sampling. Also, primary data was collected at household level from 

the household heads.  

Data Collection and Analysis: 

A conceptual framework (Table-1) comprising of one independent variable 

(financial constraints) and dependent variable (health related protection gap) 

was devised. A list of questions/attitudinal statements was pooled from 

existing literature to measure the variables at hand. These questions were 

vetted by a team of experts in the field and three level Likert scales were 

constructed to measure both variables. Questions related to above variables 

were translated into local vernacular and asked accordingly from the selected 

respondents. 

Uni and bi-variate analysis techniques were used to analyze data. At uni-

variate level simple frequencies and percentages were used. However, for bi-

variate analysis the following procedure was used. 

The variable of health related protection gap was measured by taking 

attitudinal response of respondents on 12 item likert scale. Reliability test 

(Cronebach’s alpha test) for the 12 items was run to test the internal 

consistency and connectivity of scale items. Alpha value came out to be 0.781 

which showed that the items used for measurement of health related 

protection gap are internally consistent and the scale can be reliably used to 

measurement of variable at hand. The dependent variable (health related 
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protection gap), therefore, was indexed to reach to a summary attitude 

towards health related protection gap. The respondents that were deprived 

on half of more items of the scale were rated as they don’t have health related 

protection. Subsequently, both independent and dependent variables were 

cross tabulated to measure their association. As the data was collected on 

three level likert scale, a sub category of ordinal scale, for which Chi-square 

test is appropriate for testing the association among variables at bi-variate 

level, as outlined by Tai (1978) at bi-variate level was used. 

  

Results   

Perception of the respondents regarding financial constraint 

Perception of the respondents regarding financial constraint is shown in 

Table 2. The frequencies and percentage distribution show that majority 

60.1% respondents had no access for employment, while 20.1% of them had 

access to employment, and 9.8 % did not know about it. This result supported 

by Woolcock (1998), who found that by the passage of time IDPs got habitual 

to a complete external source of help combine with their lazy life style. This 

habit of dependency affected the self-respect of an IDP individual for whom 

finding jobs is even difficult. In addition, high proportion 73.5% respondents 

perceived that they get assistance from NGOs, while 19.2% had opinion that 

they did not get assistance and 7.2% were uncertain about getting assistance 

from NGOs. This result is also supported by IDMC (2012) that found that 

majority of IDPs in camp received assistance like shelter, food, cash and other 

form of protection and assistance from NGOs. 

Furthermore 75.2%respondents had the opinion that IDPs economic 

development is too much lagged behind than those from non IDPs and 16.2% 

respondents viewed that IDPs economic state is not too much lagged behind 

than those from non IDPs, while 8.5% did not know about it. This result is 

supported by Salama, Spiegel &  Brennan  (2001) who viewed that at present 

most IDPs  seek  to  better  lodging  and  living conditions  and  consider  that  

this  would  incredibly enhance  their  prosperity  and  livelihood  chances. At 

present the greater part of IDPs' living conditions are still poorer than the 

general population. While access to public services equivalent or preferred 

among IDPs over non-IDPs, the previous consider that the nature of the 

services needs change. Nonetheless, those IDPs living in new settlements are 

as a rule fulfilled by their expectations for everyday comforts. Social life is a 

source of trust for IDPs and a capable asset for prosperity and overcoming 

powerlessness. In spite of IDPs feel that their social capital in the more 
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extensive society is undermined by their social minimization and slander 

contrasted with non-IDP group. Majority 77.4% respondents perceived that 

their monthly income did not fulfill their household needs and 16.2% 

respondents viewed that their monthly incomes fulfill their household needs 

while 6.4% had given no response. These finding supported by UNICEF 

(2005) who pointed out that many factors gave birth to number of risks for 

example excessive poverty, lack of ability to provide for one’s own and his 

family, economic deficiencies and financial dependence on other.  The poor 

economic condition of IDPs was the result of their lack of approach to the 

prolific resources i.e. training, education, credit, land and property.             

Moreover a high proportion 77.4% respondent regarded that NGOs financial 

assistance did not fulfill their family need, and 14.1% respondents disagreed, 

and 8.5% were uncertain, although IDPs get assistance from government and 

NGOs but these assistance were not sufficient to their family needs. These 

results supported by Woolcock (1998) who found that the majority of most of 

the IDPs is helpless as compared to the settled portion of population 

according to definition of socio-economic assimilation; the major reasons are 

less number of opportunities to generate a respectable income and a 

prolonged displacement and insufficient assistance. Similarly, a majority of 

76.1% respondents perceived that low income is the cause of low quality of 

life and 14.5% respondents negated it, while 9.4% were uncertain. In 

addition 76.5% respondents assumed that lack of income sustainability is 

barrier for maintain good health and 15.4% were disagreed while 8.1% did 

not know. Similarly 72.6% respondents perceived that women are more 

economically vulnerable as compared to men, while 20.7% viewed that 

women are not economically vulnerable as compared to men and 7.5% did 

not know. However 75.6% respondents assumed that weak health conditions 

produce reluctant in income generation, 15.8 % disagreed and 8.5 % were 

not sure. These finding are supported by Zoidze and Djibuti (2004). They 

found that the economic conditions and health are interlinked. This type of 

relationship has two consequences i.e. on one hand poor economic condition 

brings bottom level of life and the deficiency of money to sustain health. On 

the other hand poor health condition restraints men to go up in life because 

of the expenditure to maintain a good health. Likewise, a high proportion 

63.7% of respondent were not assisted by their relatives and friends, while 

26.5% receive assistance and 9.8% did not know. This result is supported by 

Murphy (2007), who found that the  procurement  of  help  and  support  

among  removal  by  relatives,  companions  and  tribesmen termed as social 
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capital is a capacity of trust, social standards, investment and it assume of a 

critical part  in  recovery. 

It is summarized that IDPs are most vulnerable group. They were lagged 

behind the normal citizen in economic run and were dependent on assistance 

from external agencies for sustaining life. However, such assistance was 

always insufficient to meet their needs. Weak social groups like women were 

worse affected in this respect and mostly deprived from basic facilities.     

 

Association between financial constraints and health related protection 

gap 

IDPs are considered marginalized group of people. They have limited access 

of opportunities. They cannot get employment in the study area. The miseries 

due to poverty are multiplied many fold due to internal displacement and life 

in camp. Health hazard and psychological stresses further aggravate the 

situation. Association of perception of respondents about financial constrains 

and health related protection gap is given in table 3. 

This result show that a highly significant (p = .000) association was found 

between access to employment and health related protection gap. 

Employment is a first step to economic earning and meeting the basic needs 

like health. Unemployment means low earning and poor access to health. The 

same is the evident from this result. This result is supported by Woolcock 

(1998), who found that by the passage of time IDPs got habitual to a complete 

external source of help combine with their lazy life style. This habit of 

dependency affected the self-respect of an IDP individual for whom finding 

job is even difficult. In addition, a significant association (p = .000) was 

established between getting assistance of NGOs and health related protection 

gap. Those having fear access to assistance services are safer in health related 

issues. The result explore that mostly IDPs get the assistance in the form of 

food items or non-food items. This results supported by IDMC  (2012), who 

found that majority of IDPs in camp received assistance like shelter, food, 

cash and other form of protection and assistance from NGOs. 
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Moreover a highly significant (p=.000) association between IDPs economic 

development is too much lagged behind those from non-displaced persons and 

health-related protection gap was found. It reveals that majority of IDPs has 

worse conditions in camp. They have no access to better health care facilities. 

Therefore, they are lagged behind non displaced persons. This result is 

supported by Salama et al (2001), who viewed that at present, most IDPs seek to 

better lodging  and  living conditions  and  consider  that  this  would  incredibly 

enhance  their  prosperity  and  livelihood  chances. At present, the greater part 

of IDPs' living conditions are still more poor than the general population. While 

access to public services equivalent or preferred among IDPs over non-IDPs, the 

previous consider that the nature of the services needs change. Nonetheless, 

those IDPs living in new settlements are as a rule fulfilled by their expectations 

for everyday comforts. Social life is a source of trust for IDPs and a capable asset 

for prosperity and overcoming powerlessness. In spite of IDPs feel that their 

social capital in the more extensive society is undermined by their social 

minimization and slander contrasted with non-IDP group. Likewise a highly 

significant (p=.000) association was seen between household monthly income 

and health related protection gap. The result describes that the financially 

vulnerability increases with low income. Therefore, poor people are more prone 

to health hazards then others. This result supported by UNICEF (2005), who 

pointed out that many factors gave birth to number of risks for example 

excessive poverty, lack of ability to provide for one’s own and his family, 

economic deficiencies and financial dependence on other. The poor economic 

condition of IDPs was the result of their lack of approach to the prolific resources 

i.e. training, education, credit, land and property. In addition, a highly significant 

(p=.000) association between health related protection gap and NGOs financial 

assistance was established. Financial assistance from NGOs is negligible and 

insufficient for normal life; therefore, the health needs are not always met 

through. This result is supported by Woolcock (1998), who found that the 

majority of IDPs are helpless as compared to the settled portion of population 

according to definition of socio-economic assimilation. The major reasons are 

less number of opportunities to generate a respectable income and a prolonged 

displacement and insufficient assistance. 

Furthermore, a highly significant (p=.000) association between low income cause 

of low quality of life and health related protection gap was found. The data 
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describes that health and income are interrelated to each other. Those IDPs who 

are wealthy can pay high fee of doctor. While poor IDPs generally have worse 

health status. Similarly, a highly significant (p=.000) association was found 

between lack of income as barrier to maintain good health and health related 

protection gap. The result shows that the poor health is both a cause and effect of 

poverty. It increases the poverty due to working capacity constraint. Moreover, a 

highly significant (p=.000) association was reported between weak health 

condition produce reluctance in income generation and health related protection 

gap. The result indicates that the weak health condition is the hurdle in income 

generation among IDPs as persons with poor health are reluctant to participate 

in economic activities. These finding are supported by Zoidze & Djibuti (2004), 

they found that the economic condition and health are interlinked. This type of 

relationship has two consequences i.e., on one hand; poor economic condition 

brings bottom level of life and the deficiency of money to sustain health, on the 

other hand poor health condition restraints men to go up in life because of the 

expenditure to maintain a good health.           

Likewise, a significant association was established (p=.000) between women are 

economically vulnerable as compared to man and health related protection gap. 

It indicates that women were considered more vulnerable group in IDPs camp 

due to their financial dependence on men, and cannot make their own decisions. 

Often women were economically vulnerable as compared to men. This result 

supported by UNHCR (2010). It was viewed that during the displacement women 

are particularly more vulnerable to economic dependency and exploitation, both 

because of traditional child-raising and household roles and because they 

normally have no more access to services than men. Similarly, a highly significant 

(p=.000) association between receiving assistance from relatives/friends and 

health related protection gap was found. During the displacement provision of 

help and assistance of friends and relatives play significant role in physical and 

psychological recovery. This result is supported by Murphy (2007), who found 

that the economic condition and health are interlinked. This type of relationship 

has two consequences i.e., on one hand, poor economic condition brings bottom 

level of life and the deficiency of money to sustain health, on the other hand poor 

health condition restrains men to go up in life because of the expenditure to 

maintain a good health 
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It can be concluded that poor economic status and unemployment prevail in IDP 

camps. The displaced people depend on charities or assistance from government 

or non-government organization, such assistance is always short of needs of the 

masses. Therefore people are strangled in health hazard. The health related 

protection gap, therefore, is highly for financially constrained people.  

 

Discussions 

It is universally accepted that war victim’s health needs are more in line with 

mental problems like depression, anxiety, sleeplessness (Joop& De Jong, 2002). 

During armed conflict the emotional immaturity results in post-traumatic stress 

for children in account their little tolerance of violence (Kim, Torbay, & Lawry, 

2007). The liability to violence, distance from family members and the 

destruction of homes and livelihood can also increase mental illness problems, 

such as sadness, nervousness, post-traumatic stress disorders and 

psychosomatic illnesses which can reduce a person’s standard of life and destroy 

the power to fight against diseases (Mooney, 2005). In camps, IDPs are kept 

socially excluded and are not even given psychological help and psychiatric 

treatment that is given in refugee camp. Social rituals like marriages and 

birthdays are kept behind their back which is the large source of happiness and 

entertainment. This unhygienic mental and social position of IDPs combined with 

total negligence of physical and mental health facilities which results is over 

thinking about the dear ones that are crushed or lost hence, leads in mental 

disorders (Roberts et al, 2009).  IDPs were given facilities regarding health care 

during the first few days but with the passage of time to maintain health care 

facilities diminish very quickly. Furthermore the facilities provided to them 

regarding health were not capable to overcome the needs and priorities of the 

IDPs. It is admitted everywhere that war stricken health needs were more similar 

with mental problems like tension, restlessness and sleeplessness (Hamid& 

Musa, 2010). The financial condition and health are interdependent. IDPs have 

no access to employment. They have poor physical health and mental health. 

They couldn’t access to medical care, narrowly escaping death and being 

seriously injured (Latif & Musarat, 2012).  Independence and status diminish 

slowly and gradually as a result of displacement for a long time, bad state of 

livelihood, unsecure and circumscribed movement. The needs for mental 

sickness have been addressed very meagerly up till now which may include 
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faulty nutrition, loss and violence based trauma, although these psychological 

factors are much more important than anything. People that are still displaced as 

well as many resettled families pass their life in between the fear of past and the 

worry for future (Deborah & Raoul, 2002). Over the long term as their 

fundamental requirements for security i.e, clean water, food, and safe house get 

to be non life undermining, the misfortunes experienced by IDPs are regularly 

ignored or disregarded. This happens despite continuous health and social needs 

coming from their separation (e.g., loss of support, financial position, training, 

accommodation and human services) (Anderson, 2009).During the displacement 

women are more vulnerable. They are dependent on men. Friends and relatives 

play very important role in physical and psychological recovery. The  issues  of  

mental  stress  emerged  to  be  the  most  common  where  IDPs  in  camp  were  

more affected as compared to  IDPs living in host community. It was present 

among all age groups and in both the sexes however, people in older ages were 

affected the most at both localities.  Most common  signs  of  mental  stress  

among  children,  youth  and  mature  age  people  were  the  same namely feeling 

down, depression, constant crying, anxiety and hopelessness while in elderly it 

accounted  for  loss  of  appetite,  over thinking  and  sleeplessness.  Alarmingly 

mental health care was completely absent from both localities and IDPs were 

mostly dependent on religious healing for sake of mental health relief.  The  most  

common  illnesses  for  death  among  children  were  asphyxia,  diarrhea  and  

measles where women died mostly due to pregnancy related problems. The 

security check posts proved to be the main reason for these deaths as the 

movement of IDPs from camp to health care facility was stopped by them. Health 

care availability was less frequent and inappropriate at IDPs camps. IDPs living 

in camps were mostly dependent on mobile clinics for their health needs 

fulfillment and were least satisfied with it.  Mother and childcare facilities like 

antenatal, post natal care and birth assistance were not frequently available to 

pregnant women IDPs living camps. By concluding the argument, it is evident 

that in absence of international protection, higher level of social capital and 

economic status facilitated many of IDPs bear the load of health problems due to 

inadequacy and absence of health care facilities. 
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Implications 

The study focused only on health and employment related issues faced by IDPS in 

the study area. Therefore, further research is required to find out their social and 

psychological hindrances as well as its negative impacts upon their children and 

household dwellers. The study results suggest that the government and other 

humanitarian organizations shall play a pivotal role in ameliorating the 

exacerbated conditions of IDPS, in order to diminish further negative outcomes 

upon the victims and their families. 

 

Conclusion 

It is concluded that poor economic status and unemployment prevail in IDP 

camps. The displaced people depend on charities or assistance from government 

or NGOs, such assistance is always short of needs of the masses therefore people 

are strangled in health hazard. The health related protection gap, therefore is 

high for financially constrained people. 

Recommendations 

1. Reducing financial constraint of IDPs by providing adequate support in 

cash and kind in a decent way besides creating employment 

opportunities for decent earning.  

2. Encouraging social and financial support from host communities and 

relatives enable IDPs to with stand socio-economic and health related 

stresses. 

3. Integration of efforts from GOs and NGOs for creating health services 

packages for IDPs based on their complete exemption from all health 

services fees inside camp and host community. 

  

Table-1 Conceptual framework  

Independent variable                                                  Dependent variable 

Financial constraint                                                                    Health related protection gap 

 

Table 2 Frequencies and Percentage Distribution of Respondents regarding 

financial constraint (N = 234) 

No Questions Yes 

(%) 

No 

(%) 

Don’t 

Know 
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(%) 

1 You have access for employment  47 

(20.1) 

164 

(70.8) 

23 

(9.8) 

2 You get assistance from NGOs 172 

(73.5) 

45 

(19.2) 

17 

(7.2) 

3 IDPs economic development is too much lagged 

behind than those from non-displaced people 

176 

(75.2) 

38 

(16.2) 

20 

(8.5) 

4 Your monthly income fulfill your household 

need 

38 

(16.2) 

181 

(77.4) 

15 

(6.4) 

5 NGOs financial assistance is sufficient for your 

family need 

33 

(14.1) 

181 

(77.4) 

20 

(8.5) 

6 Low income causes low quality of life 178 

(76.1) 

34 

(14.5) 

22 

(9.4) 

7 Lack of income sustainability is a barrier for 

maintaining good health 

179 

(76.5) 

36 

(15.4) 

19 

(8.1) 

8 Women are more economically vulnerable as 

compared to men 

170 

(72.6) 

47 

(20.8) 

17 

(7.5) 

 

9 Weak health condition produce reluctant in 

income generation 

177 

(75.6) 

37 

(15.8) 

20 

(8.5) 

10 You receive assistance from friends/relatives 62 

(26.5) 

149 

(63.7) 

23 

(9.8) 

Table 3Association between financial constraint and health related 

protection gap 

Financial 

constraint 

Percepti

on 

Health related protection 

gap 

Total Chi-

Square 

(P-Value) Yes No Don’t 

Know 

You have 

access for 

employment 

Yes 29(12.

4) 

16(6.8) 2(0.9) 47(20.1

) 

2=136.2

78 

(0.000) No 31(13.

2) 

132(56.

4.) 

1(0.4) 164(70.

1) 

Don’t 

know 

4(1.7) 6(2.6) 13 

(5.6) 

23(9.8) 
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You get 

assistance 

from NGOs 

Yes 39(16.

7) 

132(56.

4) 

1(0.4) 172(73.

5) 

2=136.4

56 

(0.000) No 23(9.8) 17(7.3) 2(0.9) 42(17.9

) 

Don’t 

know 

2(0.9) 5(2.1) 13(5.

6) 

20(8.5) 

IDPs 

economic 

development 

is too much 

lagged behind 

than those 

from non-

displaced 

people 

Yes 39(16.

7) 

137(58.

5) 

0(0.0

0) 

176(75.

2) 

2=167.7

64 

(0.000) No 24(10.

3) 

12(5.1) 2(0.9) 38(16.2

) 

Don’t 

know 

1(0.4) 5(2.1) 14(6.

0) 

20(8.5) 

Your monthly 

income fulfill 

your 

household 

need 

Yes 25(10.

7) 

7(3.0) 3(1.3) 35(15.0

) 

2=155.0

17 

(0.000) No 38(16.

2) 

142(60.

7) 

1(0.4) 181(77.

4) 

Don’t 

know 

1(0.4) 5(2.1) 12(5.

1) 

18(7.7) 

NGOs financial 

assistance is 

sufficient for 

your family 

need 

Yes 23(9.8) 7(3.0) 3(1.3) 33(14.1

) 

2=156.5

75 

(0.000) No 40(17.

1) 

141(60.

3) 

0(0.0

0) 

181(77.

4) 

Don’t 

know 

1(0.4) 6(2.6) 13(5.

6) 

20(8.5) 

Low income 

causes low 

quality of life 

Yes 41(17.

5) 

137(58.

5) 

0(0.0

0) 

178(16.

1) 

2=115.9

65 

(0.000) No 21(9.0) 11(4.7) 5(2.1) 37(15.8

) 

Don’t 

know 

2(0.9) 6(2.6) 11(4.

7) 

19(8.1) 

Lack of Yes 39(16. 140(59. 0(0.0 179(76. 2=131.4
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income 

sustainability 

is a barrier for 

maintaining 

good health 

7) 8) 0) 5) 20 

(0.000) No 24(10.

3) 

7(3.0) 5(2.1) 36(15.4

) 

Don’t 

know 

1(0.4) 7(3.0) 11(4.

7) 

19(8.1) 

Weak health 

conditions 

produce 

reluctant in 

income 

generation 

Yes 38(16.

2) 

139(59.

4) 

0(0.0

0) 

177(75.

6) 

2=156.8

36 

(0.000) No 24(10.

3) 

9(3.8) 1(1.3) 37(15.8

) 

Don’t 

know 

2(0.9) 6(2.6) 12(5.

1) 

20(8.5) 

Women are 

more 

economically 

vulnerable as 

compared to 

men 

Yes 38(16.

2) 

139(59.

4) 

0(0.0

0) 

177(75.

6) 

2=137.0

28 

(0.000) No 25(10.

7) 

9(3.8) 3(1.7) 37(15.8

) 

Don’t 

know 

1(0.4) 6(2.6) 13(5.

6) 

20(8.5) 

You receive 

assistance 

from 

friends/relati

ves 

Yes 22(9.4) 38(16.2) 2(0.9) 62(26.5

) 

2=84.83

7 

(0.000 ) No 40(17.

1) 

107(45.

7) 

2(0.9) 149(63.

7) 

Don’t 

know 

2(0.9) 9(3.8) 12(5.

1) 

23(9.8) 

*Number in table represent frequencies and number in parenthesis represent 

percentage proportion of respondents. 
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Conceptual Approach to Trafficking of Children for Domestic 

Work 

Dr. Ilyas Khan, Muhammad Zubair, Ashraf Ali & Khurshaid Ahmad 

Abstract 
Trafficking of children for domestic work is a serious issue in the world. It results 

in many crimes such as domestic work, forced labor, sexual exploitation and removal of 

body organs. It is also a legal, economic, health as well as gender problem. The findings of 

this paper that how to identify and explain the conceptual approach to trafficking of 

children for domestic work: 1) definition of trafficking of persons; and 2)phases of 

trafficking in person including recruitment and consent, smuggling and trafficking. This 

paper is investigated the above approach to understand the issue and the phenomena of 

smuggling. It is significant to have an obvious thoughtful of the concept of this problem in 

turn to make sure that effectual procedures are intended and executed to prevent it. 

Keywords: Conceptual Approach, Trafficking of Persons, Trafficking of 

Children, Domestic Work 

Introduction 

This paper analyzes the main conceptual approach to trafficking of children 

for domestic work. It examines how researcher, legal experts and states have 

envisaged of trafficking of children. The paper study the famous approach in 

child trafficking studies, arguing that a variety of approach assist research 

scholars in pursuing new areas regarding the trafficking of children for 

domestic work.  

Each year, millions of men, women and children around the globe fall 

prey to human traffickers for various purposes e.g. domestic work, forced 

labor, sexual exploitation and other activities, both internally and cross 

border. Sometimes it also engages in removing organs of body. The children 

and women's trafficking is amongst the big challenges faced by every country.  

This phenomenon is being taken on such proportions that it can be explained 

as modern form of slavery. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) reports that human trafficking stands third for profits making after 

tracking in weapons and drugs(UN.GIFT).It is a high-income and low-peril 
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business enterprise that ranks it among the most worthwhile forms of 

international organized crime. 

Trafficking of persons is a terrible complicated illegal occurrence with 

worldwide extent (Altink Stolen Lives, 1995). It is not a stagnant occurrence, 

other than a range with various interplaying causes, with severe types of 

force and coercion at one end and intended features from side to side fiscal 

need on the other (Archavanitkul, 2000). Economic gains are the driving 

force behind human trafficking as traffickers exploit the economic ambitions 

of the innocent people, trying to escape poverty, with their false promises. 

This issue also involves health problems, while the trafficked persons are 

nearly all at danger of various diseases. In addition, trafficking of children for 

domestic work is a gender problem as well, because unequal gender 

consideration reinforces girl’s secondary status in society. Finally and most 

importantly, this research study will emphasis on the legal aspects of the 

issue, depriving victims of their rights and judicial forums to redressing the 

grievances against the 'committed' crimes to them (USAID, 1999). 

The paper explains the understanding of the children exploitation and 

its conceptualization through its evolution as trafficking of persons. Various 

definitions of 'trafficking in persons' are according to the United Nations 

Protocol and its essentials. This is vital to understand apparently the concept 

of traffic in persons in line of effectual actions, planned and executed for its 

prevention. The notion of trafficking of children for domestic work is as well 

explicate by highlighting its connection with linked phenomena for instance 

recruitment, human being smuggling, slavery and migration. The current 

conceptual approach to trafficking of children for domestic work requires to 

be reassessed in particular alongside a broad interdisciplinary milieu. It is 

helpful for understanding the notions related to the trafficking of children, as 

well give the solid basis on which to build up polices to prevent the trafficking 

of children for domestic work. 

This research article identifies primary approach in trafficking of 

persons (Child trafficking): 1) definition of trafficking; 2) stages of trafficking. 

This main approach overlaps with vast literature on “illegal and “irregular” 

trafficking of persons as well as trafficking of children for domestic work and 

short introduction to proceeding conclusion will highlight where these over 

laptake place. This paper is categorized into several parts by conceptual 

approach. After a summary the definition of trafficking, the paper outlines the 
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main approach. The article concludes with views on enlarging the main 

approach for prospect study.  

Definition of Trafficking of Persons in International Law 

Therefore, it is needed and prevalent to initiate with the definition of 

the illegal behavior, as with all transnational criminal projects which 

Countries are legally bound to criminalize in their domestic legal system. So 

as to lunch a logically multi-prong attacked on trafficking of persons, mainly 

one summoning criminal law, there is anawful requirement to arrive at 

accord as regards what trafficking of persons in fact is in a legal sagacity, with 

the intention that at hand is precision as the meaning and purpose of the 

trafficking and State's corresponding obligations, who are members of the 

treaties, laws and agreements in this regard. UN TIP Protocol (2000) brought 

the first legally internationally recognized and decided definition of 

trafficking in persons. This segment of the research discusses the definition 

and concept of the trafficking under the UN Protocol (2000) with an effort to 

distinguish it from smuggling of persons. Therefore, a smuggled person is 

criminal under the law, while a person who is being trafficked, is victim under 

the control of the perpetrator of the crime. 

Last but not least, this part of the study discusses how the UN 

Protocol takes measures with problem of children being trafficked for 

domestic work. It argues that the children's trafficking for the purpose of 

domestic work primarily occurred internally, within country’s borders and 

on ad hoc basis. However, trafficking of children lacks a transnational 

element but it is not covered by the UN TIP Protocol which limits its 

efficiency. The most current and significant legal definition and 

understanding of ‘trafficking of persons’ is in the United Nations Protocol to 

Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 

Children (Article 3). The UN Protocol Article 3(a) defines the trafficking as: 

“Trafficking in person shall mean the recruitment, transportation, 

transfer, harboring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or 

use of force or other form of coercion, of abduction or fraud, of 

deception or of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or 

of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the 

consent of a person having control over the another person, for the 

purpose of exploitation (UN Trafficking Protocol, art. 3).” 
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Moreover Article 3(c) states that: 

“The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a 

child for the purpose of exploitation shall be considered “trafficking in 

persons” even if this does not involve any of the means set forth in 

subparagraph (a) of this article.” 

Article 3(d) states that: 

“Child” shall mean any person under eighteen years of age.” 

The UN Protocol's definition regarding the humans trafficking, has 

taken the significant place and clearly necessary proof of three element of the 

offence. The three essentials consists the action, means and purpose about 

the exploitation: presents in turn for action to constitute trafficking in 

persons. The first element ‘action’ is typified by transportation, the 

recruitment, receipt or harboring of persons which would also be regarded 

the ‘actusrea’. The second element ‘means’ comprise of the force, threat and 

coercion or its use, fraud, abduction, deception, receiving or giving money or 

whatever benefits for getting the person's consent in this regard. The third 

element tells regarding exploitation i.e. prostitution, forced sex work, 

unwilling labor, putting someone to servitude slavery and amputation of 

body parts and organs, that is considered asmensrea. 

Although it was mentioned earlier in the above study, all these three 

elements to prove the requirement which makes the offence of trafficking of 

persons quite difficult to prosecute. In particular it has proved to be rigid to 

find second element namely, the means used to recruit a victim. In the rare 

case of Public Ministry v. Wang Li Kang, Wang Qi et al(Public Ministry v. Wang 

Li Kang, Wang Qi et al, 2007)prosecution was capable to show trafficking of 

persons. In this case, a Chinese couple was living in Belgium who’s recruited 

two irregular Chinese national migrants. The Chinese migrant were 

accommodate in extremely toil and unhygienic conditions for living. They 

were doing work hard from 8am to 9pm per day counting weekend and 

holidays. They were not paid on usual basis and the amount of salary was also 

disputed. Furthermore, they were not fluent in French language with no 

identity papers of legal nature. The Chinese migrant were in high status 

stress, never to run off their house and told run away if the police came to the 

building. The Court of Appeal of Liege found that all these three elements of 

trafficking in person were existed. 
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The Belgium court found it easy to prove the offence of trafficking of 

persons in the mentioned case as the offence was defined. The Belgium court 

definition as provided in Article 433 of the Law of(13th April 1995), 

containing Provisions regarding 'Child Pornography' and 'Combat Trafficking 

in Human Beings', is found on the United Nation's Protocol. However, under 

this Belgium law, it excludes the requirement of the need to prove the ‘means’ 

employed for trafficking, such as coercion, threat, violence or abuse and 

vulnerability. Instead the use of these ‘means’ have been listed separately 

provoked conditions. 

The immunity of the requirement to prove means is applied to the 

children's trafficking under the UN Protocol. The Protocol provides in the 

Article 3(c) which by degrading the need to prove the means used for 

requirement of victims, this provision places focus on the element of 

exploitation related to the offence of trafficking of children making it easier to 

prosecute perpetrators and protecting children.  

Phases of Trafficking in Persons 

In addition to three elements, the offence of trafficking of persons is 

the one that occurs with the victims in stages; their recruitment, transporting 

and consequent exploitation. In the presence of these phases that do 

differentiate the offence of trafficking of persons from analogous offences 

such as smuggling of persons. The following three elements are explained in 

detail internationally.  

a. Recruitment and Consent 

The definition gives wide-ranging coverage to the means of 

recruitment, that includes not only coercion, force and threat, deception, 

abduction, but also the stated less clear mean, i.e. the misuse of power and 

authority or the victims vulnerability, accrediting or receiving benefits and 

money for influencing the consent of a person and placing the 'him' under the 

'control of another person'. The main issue regarding the recruitment 

whether one can consent being trafficked or not. The question of consent on 

different occasion made it difficult during the drafting phase of the Protocol 

to adopt a definition of trafficking in persons. Since trafficking had been 

traditionally amalgamated with victim of prostitution, the discussion on the 

consent and the definition of trafficking in persons was centered mainly on 

how to deal with the issue of prostitution. Janice Raymond quoted that at the 
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heart of the argues was the question whether actionable circumstances under 

which trafficking takes put could be restricted to force, coercion, abduction or 

whether it could be enlarged to include other related means. For example, if 

women consented for prostitution and being transported from one state to 

another state, could this still be defined as trafficking? (Janice G Raymond, 

2000). 

The Coalition against Trafficking in Women supported that definition 

of trafficking in person, should comprise all form transportation and 

recruitment for prostitution, in spite of whether any fraud or force took place. 

This was in turn with their understanding that prostitution constituted 

violation of women’s human rights. On the other side, the Human Rights 

Caucus, which sees the practice and profession of prostitution a sort of work 

activity, suggest that deception and use of force was essential to the definition 

of trafficking for other types of labor and for sex work. They as well argued 

that trafficking for prostitution ought not to be deal like a different type in 

relation to trafficking for other type of work. This was placed on the 

acknowledgment that men, children and women are being trafficked for a 

large and numerous varieties of services composing sweatshop, begging, 

child soldier and agriculture (Jo Doezema, 2002). 

The negotiation parties settled their differences and issues by including the 

provision of article 3(b) of the Protocol states that: 

“The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons to the intended 

exploitations set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article shall be 

irrelevant where any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) have 

been used.” 

This article aims that victim’s consent requirement for the purposes of 

trafficking are not connected where any of the means of recruitment as 

indicated in Article 3 are used. Only 'consent' is required whereas none of the 

means depicted in Article 3 is used. This approach acknowledges a degree of 

individual choice or discretion. However, such a degree of individual choice 

or individual margin of appreciation does not apply where the victim is a 

child as children lack the legal capacity to give consent. Thus under the UN 

Protocol a child will be considered as trafficked even wherever the parent 

and guardian of such child consents to the trafficking (UN Trafficking 

Protocol, art. 3(c)). 
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b. Transportation, Smuggling and Trafficking 

Both the trafficking of persons and smuggling is accepted as offences 

that include an aspect of transportation of persons from one place to another, 

it is undisputed that they constitute various crimes. The trafficking in persons 

engages facilitated movement of form, which according to the definition may 

comprise carrying, transferring, receipt or harboring of person. Smuggling 

migrants is defined under the concerned Protocol against the Smuggling of 

Migrant by Land, Sea and Air (UN Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants 

by Land, Sea and Air, 2000). It states that: 

“the procurement, in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial 

or other material benefits, of the illegal entry of a person into a State 

Party of which the person is not a national or permanent resident (UN 

Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, art.3, 

2000).” 

The transnational nature of trafficking in persons and smuggling 

makes it hard to differentiate the two phenomena. However, it is important 

the distinction of these offences in the light of fact that a person who is being 

trafficked, is a victim whereas a smuggled person is a criminal under 

international law as show in Fig. 1 

 

Figure 1: Trafficking and Smuggling: Similarities and Differences, Designed by 

Shinzou, copyright IOM 2004 
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Aronowitz presents that there are four elements that can be used for 

distinguishing between smuggling and trafficking. In his judgment, the 

different elements include the fact that, firstly a smuggled persons for all time 

travel voluntary, while a trafficked persons can either commence their travel 

voluntary or may have been kidnap or coerce; secondly, unlike smuggled 

persons, trafficked persons are exploited and used over a long time; thirdly, 

unlike smuggled persons, an inter dependency happens between the 

trafficked persons and organized groups and fourthly, trafficked persons are 

entitled for further set-up (recruitment for criminal purposes)(Alexis. 

Aronowitz,2001). 

Even though such efforts of Aronowitz to set out the key four 

elements that constitute the main differences between smuggling and 

trafficking, in this practice such a differentiation is vague and obvious. 

Gallagher provides some additional elements which comprising of use of 

coercion and force for exploitation purposes, may be asserted to distinguish 

trafficking from migrant smuggling. This position seems to be the most 

suitable to uphold when considering the differences between these offences. 

It will be difficult to prove the use of any of the additional elements without 

active investigation as it appears that international law puts the load of 

evidence squarely on the individual seeking protection (Anne Gallagher, 

2001). The difficulty deals the fact that a person may begin his career as 

smuggled migrant, and compelled at the end in to some kind of exploitative 

condition, which falls within the definition of trafficking. 

Whereas the phenomena of trafficking in persons may arise within 

the territorial borders of a country, smuggling involves the crossing borders. 

However, in the UN Protocol were not properly addressed the conditions 

involving internal trafficking. The scope of the Protocol, mentioned in its 

4thArticle, provides that it shall apply to offences of transnational nature in 

nature and which involve a crime, committed by organized group. When this 

provision is read out, it is clear that the protocol limits itself to transnational 

or cross border trafficking of persons and does not cover the situations where 

trafficking is happens within borders. While discussing the concept of 

trafficking of persons, Bhabha views that the transportation of victims is not 

the main element of the offence across the borders of a country. She submits 

that what is the significance under this Protocol is that victim is subjected to 

some sort of exploitation and the fact coercion is asserted (Jacqueline 

Bhabha, 2005). 
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Bhabha again arguing that the crime of trafficking does not 

necessarily require the transportation of the victims across the border of a 

country seems to be the most appropriate. However, this position does not 

overlap the fact that the UN Protocol removes internal trafficking by limiting 

its scope to transnational crimes. Furthermore, in the UN Trafficking Protocol 

the position is clear that it defines the nature of this crime include the fact 

that it is committed (a) in more than one States; (b) in one State but 

substantial part of its preparation, planning, direction or control takes place 

in another State; or it (c) while it is committed in one State it involves an 

organized criminal group that engage in criminal activities in more States and 

countries; or (d) the crime is committed in one state but has sizeable effects 

in another state (UN Trafficking Protocol, art. 3). 

In addition, the UN Trafficking Protocol of sub paragraph (c) of Article 

3 requires that the transnational component of the offence includes an 

organized criminal group that involves in criminal activities in more than one 

State. The UN Convention against the Transnational Organized Crime is 

provided the definition of “organized criminal group,” it states that: 

“a structure group of three or more persons existing for period of 

time and acting concert with the aim of committing one or more 

serious crimes or offences established in accordance with this 

Convention, in order to obtain, directly, or indirectly, a financial or 

other material benefit (UN Convention against Transnational 

Organized Crime, art.2(1)).” 

The Article 3 of UN Trafficking Protocol is clear from the reading that 

any kind of trafficking in persons that is not committed in more than one 

State, or where the planning, preparation or control takes place in a State and 

country, and has no greater influence in other State or does not involve the 

possibility of an organized criminal group is not a transnational crime and 

thus is excluded from the operation of Protocol. There is no doubt that the 

internal trafficking of children for domestic and household work is expelled 

from the scope of the UN TIP Protocol. 

The SAARC Convention (2002) on Preventing and Combating the 

Trafficking in Women and Children for Prostitution provides that Convention 

is “to promote cooperation amongst Member States to efficiently deal with 

different aspects of prevention, interdiction and suppression of trafficking in 
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women and children, repatriation and rehabilitation of victims of trafficking, 

and preventing the use of women and children in international prostitution 

networks, especially where the SAARC member countries are the countries of 

origin, transit and destination”. 

Conclusion 

The phenomenon of trafficking of children for domestic work has 

merely been addressed while an international societal issue creating it a 

contemporary main concern for human rights institutions and global law 

making organizations. Though, former to the execution of effectual counter-

trafficking policies, an obvious understanding of what the concept of 

trafficking of persons as well as trafficking of children for domestic work 

involvement is required. Therefore, the definition of trafficking of persons, 

linked phenomena, and various types of trafficking that constrain trafficking 

in human beings are explained. 

This paper in addition exemplifies that a broad understanding of the 

concept “trafficking of children for domestic work” has for an extensive been 

a notorious and anxious problem at global stage as of the lack of crystal-clear 

meaning and scope of this issue. While a definition in that respect was given 

in the Palermo Protocol in 2000, at hand is still doubt relating to the concept. 

The essentials composed in the definition of this Protocol on trafficking of 

persons are unsuccessful to assurance an obvious difference between various 

kinds of trafficking of children. This definition focuses primarily on trafficking 

of children and women but it is lacking the exploitation of men for the 

purpose of trafficking and also other types of trafficking. Several labels all 

domestic workers as trafficked children, considering so as to nobody would 

eagerly go into or live in this work. Others do not differentiate between 

victims trafficked inside a specific state and those trafficked across 

international borders. Few argue that the definition of trafficking in persons 

must be widened to cover the intricate issues connected with trafficking of 

children and the varied circumstances of girls and contain in their 

investigation of trafficking for domestic work. 
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Abstract 

This research work was intended o study the effects of Facebook usage on the social 

capital of youth in Pakistan. Through this study, the researcher anticipated to make 

valued contribution in developing better understanding of Facebook uses among 

Pakistani youth. For this purpose a research questionnaire was devised to collect data 

from the university students of Islamabad. The questions were based on demographics, 

intensity of Facebook usage and social capital. The results were tested to identify and 

explain the relationship of Facebook usage on the social capital of the youth. The 

researcher also tried to explore the concepts of bonding and bridging social capital in the 

online settings. It is evident from the findings of the statistical analysis that there is a high 

intensity relationship between Facebook and the scale of social capital among the 

university students in Pakistan. Mostly, individuals who were found to have membership 

in Facebook since long considered it one of the most effective tools of building social 

capital. 

Key words:  Facebook, source, social capital 

 
Introduction 
This research intended to explore and study the effects of Facebook usage on 

the social capital of youth in Pakistan. Through this study, the researcher 

anticipated to make valuable contribution in developing a better 

understanding of social networking websites, particularly, Facebook uses in 

Pakistan, by examining its potentials as a source of social capital. In recent 

times, plenteous circumstantial evidences are globally available to propose 

that such an effect exists. Websites like Takingitglobal.org and 

YouthNoise.org offer social network services globally who want to 

understand and participate in their societies, to address complicated social 

problems (Raynes, et al., 2008).  Nowadays all profit oriented and nonprofit 

oriented organizations and political parties are present on the social 

networking sites (SNSs) and make use of these digital platforms for their 

personal advantages. For instance, Amnesty International has utilized this 

platform to organize demonstrations in different cities around the world 

(Valenzuela, Park &Kee, 2009). As in other countries, so in Pakistan, all major 

political parties are actively utilizing SNSs platforms for propagation of their 

ideas and use it for public motivation and mobilization.  

                                                           
 Azam Jan: Assistant Professor, Department of Communication and Media Studies, Hazara University 

Mansehra, Email: azamjancms@gmai.com; Mukhtar Ahmad: Department of Communication and Media 
Studies, Hazara, University Mansehra, Email: mukhtar.haider@gmail.com 

mailto:azamjancms@gmai.com


68 

 
 
 
 
            
 

       Pakistan Journal of Criminology 

The notion of social capital has been recognized as one of the most popular 

terms in the social sciences and one of the most discussed phenomenon in 

this regard is the concept of “online and offline social capital” (Fu, Q., 2004).  

In this research work, an attempt has been made to explore the concepts of 

bonding and bridging social capital in the perspective of the intensity of 

Facebook usage. 

Understating Social Capital 

Social capital can be defined as “all the resources imbedded in one's social 

linkages and connections, which can be retrieved or utilized through relations 

in the networks” (Lin, 2008).According to Putnam (2000), there are basically 

two types of social capital;“bridging social capital” and “bonding social 

capital”.He has noted that ‘bridging’ social capital is all-inclusive in nature 

and it takes place when people from dissimilar backgrounds make relations 

with other members of the social networks.  Bridging relations lack in depth 

but they are more in number. Resultantly, bridging relations may result in 

expansion of world understandings. However, these relations provide very 

little emotional and passionate support in the times of crisis or needs. On the 

other hand, bonding can be very close and private in nature. It happens when 

intensely knotted individuals, such as family and intimate friends interact and 

offer support for one another. These relationships are very durable and 

reliable (Putnam, 2000). 

It is believed that the individuals, who have a large and very diverse network 

of people, possess more valued social capital as compared to individuals that 

have less diverse and a small number of people in their social network 

(Valenzuela, et al. 2009).Furthermore, there is a possibility of a conscious 

investment in social interactions (Resnick, 2002). By being an active member 

of the social networks one can enhance the social capital (Ellison et al., 2007). 

Social networks also promote successful engagements in the achievement of 

collective activities in the community by allowing collaborations in working 

on common issues (Putnam, 2004; Joinson, 2008).  

Bonding and bridging social capital are affected via the use of the social 

networking site likeFacebook (Williams &Durrance, 2008).  Conversely, it is 

Facebook's capability to develop both bridging capital, as well as bonding 

capital, which has the most substantial effect on increasing a user's social 

capital (Adkins, 2009).  
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Objectives of the Study 

 To determine the relationship between Facebook intensity and social 

capital among the university students in Pakistan. 

 To find out a relationship between Facebook usage and the value of 

social capital with regard to gender? 

 To find out a relationship between Facebook usage and the value of 

social capital with regard to residence? 

Research hypothesis 

H: Intensity of Facebook use has significant positive impact on bridging 

and bonding social capital among the youth 

Social networking sites (SNSs) such as Facebook, Twitter, and Myspace 

permit their members to show themselves as they desire, communicate with 

other peers of that network, and establish their relations with others. 

Members of these sites may use the platform to communicate with people 

they already know in their personal lives or to meet new people whom they 

only know virtually. The online social network, under study for this research 

work, is Facebook. There have been many researches on various topics 

related to Facebook and the social capital in the recent past which elaborate 

multiple dimensions of these phenomena. Some studies are briefly cited here 

for the objective literature review. Bourdieu & Wacquant, in their book “An 

Invitation to Reflexive Sociology”, have noted that social capital is the sum of 

the resources, actual or virtual, that accrue to an individual or a group by 

virtue of possessing a durable network of more or less institutionalized 

relationships of mutual acquaintance and recognition” (Bourdieu and 

Wacquant, 1992, p.14).In recent times, political scientist Robert Putnam has 

gained global acclaim for his book “Bowling Alone” on the topic of social 

capital. He defines social capital as “connections among individuals, social 

networks and the norms of reciprocity and trustworthiness that arise from 

them.” Putnam has noted that social capital refers to the resources accessed 

through social connections. It is the collective value of all social networks and 

the feelings that arise from these networks to do things for each other 

(Putnam, 2000. P. 19). It has been identified that social capital can be 

expressed in terms of the social networks, which can built trust, civic 

engagement, satisfaction of life (Bourdieu, 1983;  Coleman, 1988;   Lin, 2001;   

Putnam, 2000). The fundamental concept behind social capital is to provide 

resources to people through their interaction in their social networks. It is 



70 

 
 
 
 
            
 

       Pakistan Journal of Criminology 

believed that the individuals who have a big and very varied network of 

people, own more treasured social capital as compared to individuals that 

have less diverse and a small number of people in their social network (Lin, 

2001).Many of the people in social media have previously suggested that they 

join Facebook so that they can spend time on the site and get connected with 

friends and colleagues and by being an active member of the social networks 

one can enhance the social capital (Ellison et al., 2007).  

Adler and Kwon (2002) have also noted that social capital has been linked to 

a variety of positive social outcomes, such as better public health, lower crime 

rates, and more efficient financial markets. Likewise, Paxton (1999) wrote 

that for individuals, social capital facilitates a person to take advantages of 

resources from other members of the networks to which a person belongs. 

Access to people, outside their close circle, provides them with non-

redundant information, which may be beneficial for them in such as 

employment contacts (Granovetter, 1973). It has been found that various 

elements of social capital such as self-esteem and life satisfaction, as well as 

ties with friends and neighbors, are interrelated to the indications of good 

emotional health (Bargh& McKenna, 2004).  

According to Resnick(2001), in recent times, researchers have given 

emphasis to the importance of internet based relations for the development 

of weak ties, which functions as the basis of the phenomenon of bridging 

social capital. It is probable that new forms of social capital and connection 

building will take place in online social networks. Bridging social capital can 

be increased by the use of these networks, permitting its users to generate 

and preserve large account of associations from which they could possibly 

fetch resources (Donath & Boyd, 2004; Resnick, 2001; Wellman et al., 2001). 

Donath and Boyd (2004) have postulated that online social networking sites 

could significantly upsurge the weak relations because the technology is well-

matched to retaining such connections inexpensively and without difficulty. 

 It is evident that the internet enables new contacts and it offers people with 

an unconventional way to associate with other people who share interests 

and goals according to their beliefs (Ellison, et al, 2006; Parks & Floyd, 1996). 

These new networks may result in growth of social capital (Boase, Horrigan, 

Wellman, & Rainie, 2006). It has also been noted that the social networking 

sites might help people with low mental comfort because of their lack of good 

relations with their in-person contacts (Bargh & McKenna, 2004). Some 
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forms of computer-mediated communication can lessen the obstacles to 

interact with other people and inspire some people to go for extra self-

disclosure (Bargh, et al. 2002).There has been an ongoing recognition of the 

notion that online social networks can aid in maintaining both weak and 

strong relations (Wellman, et al.1996) 

Lampe et al (2006) propose that social media sites facilitate in the 

preservation of prevailing social connections and the creation of new 

relationships. Facebook users are found to be more indulged in ‘‘searching’’ 

for people with whom they have had an offline relation than they ‘‘browse’’ 

for total unfamiliar person to interact (Lampe, et al. 2006). However, Parks 

and Floyd (1996) reported that one-third of their respondents later met their 

online correspondents face-to-face. Haythornthwaite (2002) has proposed 

that online and offline relationships may have different depth. She is of the 

view that new communications technologies like the internet are intrinsically 

valuable for starting and sustaining weak relations. Whereas Hampton 

(2003) has noted that introducing new communication technologies can 

cultivate and grow weak-tie networks and help in community building. 

Wellman (2001) is of the view that internet would reestablish public 

relationships by offering them a virtual gathering place without any barriers 

of space and time. It has become vivid that most affiliations made in virtual 

world locations are likely to carry on in the physical world, which will result 

in formation of a unique society that is based on the combination of online 

and offline collaborations (Rheingold, 2000).  

The key unique feature of social media is interactivity, which defines the 

capability of users to produce content in reaction to a source or 

communication companion.  Due to this factor, in social media platforms, the 

distinction between end user and manufacturer is likely to be overlapped, 

which has resulted in the introduction of a new term prosumer to define 

capabilities if the users to take control over the creation and circulation and 

consumption of  the content. This makes it important to inspect the possible 

gratifications offered by new media to its users in the perspective of 

traditional media (Lin, 2001). 

Theoretical Framework and Methodology 

This research work is primarily linked with the Uses and Gratification Theory 

of Elihu Katz which examines the factors behind the utilization of different 
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media sources. According to Katz, Blumler, and Gurevitch (1974) uses and 

gratifications approach has five basic assumptions. The first assumption is 

that the audience is perceived as active. The second basic supposition is that 

in the mass communication process, it is the choice of the audience member 

to associate a certain need gratification with some specific media. The third 

postulation suggests that the various media sources compete with each other 

to offer better gratification of needs for the audiences. The forth one is that 

different motives behind the use of media can be understood from the data 

supplied by the individual audience members themselves. The final basic 

assumption suggests that value judgments about cultural significance of mass 

communication should be suspended while audience operations are explored 

on their own terms. 

Katz and colleagues are of the view that only the audience members can 

determine the value of the media content.  It is the individual audience 

members who decide to watch specific media content; therefore, they decide 

its importance by their individual decision to view it. These basic 

assumptions provide a framework for understanding the exact correlation 

between the media and its consumers. Keeping this in view, this theory 

becomes relevant to the area under study which intends to investigate the 

impact of a social media website usage on the social capital needs of the 

users. In addition, this theoretical framework provides a distinction as to how 

the audience is more or less active and the consequences of their involvement 

in the media as a whole.  

Traditionally, Pakistan has strong family system and people are connected to 

each other through socially approved mutual obligations and strong family 

ties. However, the emergence of SNSs has altered the patterns of social 

intercourses and opened up new channels that serve to connect the people 

beyond their close social circles. This phenomenon has significant impact on 

the social life of its users and on the society in general. Therefore, a scientific 

inquiry was needed to see how does SNS use influence the daily life of young 

people, particularly the university and college students and how it is affecting 

the phenomena of social capital in the society.  

Research Sample and Sample Size 

The capital city of Pakistan, Islamabad was selected as the study universe for 

this research work. The population was drawn from HEC recognized 13 

Degree Awarding Institutions (DAIs). Stratified sampling wasused in selecting 
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institutes from HEC recognized list. These DAIs include: General DAIs, 

Medical DAIs, Engineering DAIs and Management DAIs. From the enrolment 

list of each institute, a random sample was selected on the basis of proportion 

allocation. A sample of 300 students in total was selected from the prescribed 

institutions. 

Data Collection 

According to the nature of the research, primary data was gathered from the 

students through their responses to questionnaire. The questionnaire 

consisted of the factors like demographic characteristics, Facebook usage 

intensity, bonding social capital and bridging social capital. The questionnaire 

after being filled out by the respondents was entered in SPSS version 16 and 

the data was used for statistical analysis. 

Instrumentation  

 The five point Likert scale was adopted from Siegel and Ruh (2002) to 

measure the independent variable Participative decision making. The factors 

in the instrument fundamentally asked the respondents to find out the degree 

of participation. The respondents were also asked to show their agreement or 

disagreement with the fulfillment of their social capital need. The SPSS 

software package was used for all statistical analyses. Descriptive statistics 

was used to examine the frequency distribution for categorical variables, 

whereas the mean and standard deviation was used to describe numeric data. 

The differences in scores between all the groups were measured with the 

independent-samples t-test. Simple correlation statistical test was used to 

find out the relationship between social capital and intensity of Facebook use. 

Reliability Analysis 
The first step of data analysis was to measure the reliability and validity. The 

Cronbach alpha technique was used to test reliability. Cronbach’salphaof 

variable greater than 0.6 is considered acceptable. 

 Variable No. of Items   Α 

1 Facebook intensity 5 .64 

    

    

2 Social Capital 10 .61 

  15 .65 
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Five items on Facebook intensity tested for reliability included: use of 

Facebook since less than one year; use of Facebook since one year; use of 

Facebook since two years; use of Facebook since three years; and use of 

Facebook since four years or more (Cronbach's Alpha = .64). 

There were two parts of social capital (Cronbach's Alpha = .61)- bridging 

social capital and bonding social capital. 

Bridging social capital (five items):interacting with people on Facebook 

makes me interested in things that happen outside of my town; interacting 

with people on Facebook makes me feel like part of a larger community; Iam 

willing to spend time to support general cause on Facebook community 

activities; on Facebook, I come in contact with new people all the time; based 

on the people I interact with, it is easy for me to hear about new job 

opportunities. 

Bonding social capital (five items): there are several people on Facebook I 

trust to help solve my problems; there is someone in my “Facebook Friends 

List” I can turn to for advice about making very important decisions; if I 

needed an emergency loan, I know someone in my “Facebook Friends” I can 

turn to; the people I interact within my “Facebook Friends List” would be 

good job references for me; the people I interact within my “Facebook 

Friends List” would help me fight an injustice. 

Data Analysis 

Demographics 

Data in tables 1 – 5 reflects breakdown in terms of gender, age, ethnicity, field 

of education and residence. According to the findings, majority (80%) were 

males and (60%) in the age bracket of 21 – 30 years. Similarly, (50%) of them 

were Punjabi followed by 25% Sindhi and 15% Pashtuns of Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa (KP). Likewise, (50%) respondents were students of social 

sciences, (30%) medical students whereas 15% were students of 

management sciences. Among the sample students (55%) were found to be 

the residents of Islamabad/Rawalpindi while 45% belonged to other areas of 

the country. 

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics for Demographic Variables (Gender) 

Gender Frequency % M S.D 

Male 240 80.0 1.20 .401 
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Female 60 20.0   

Table 2:Descriptive Statistics for age 

 Frequency % M S.D 

20 Years or less 55 18.3 2.04 .626 

21 - 30 Years 179 59.7   

31-40 Years 66 22.0   

Table 3: Frequency distribution of ethnicity 

 Frequency % M S.D 

Punjab 150 50.0 1.90 1.138 

Sindh 75 25.0   

KPK 45 15.0   

Baluchistan 15 5.0   

GB & Azad Kashmir 15 5.0   

Table 4:Frequency distribution of Field of education 

 Frequency       % M S.D 

Social Sciences 150 50.0 1.95 1.246 

Medical 90 30.0   

Management 45 15.0   

Others 15 5.0   

Table 5: Frequency distribution of residence 

 
Frequency % M S.D 

Resident of Islamabad / Rawalpindi 165 55.0 1.45 .498 

Non - resident of Islamabad / 

Rawalpindi 

135 45.0   
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Intensity of Facebook Use 

To explore Facebook intensity, students were required to select an answer to 

the question of how long they have been users of Facebook. Table 6 indicates 

data with respect to the same inquiry. Results in the table show that (51.0%) 

of the participants have been using Facebook for the last one year followed by 

(30.6%) of the students who were using the site since less than one year. 

Table 6:How long have you been a user of Facebook? 

I have been using Facebook since: Frequency         Percent 

 

Less than One hour 92 30.6 

1 year 153 51.0 

2 years 27 09.0 

3 years 18 06.0 

4 years or more  10 03.3 

Total 300            100 

Social Capital 

Data with respect to social capital was analyzed in terms of descriptive 

statistics. Self-reported extent of agreement or disagreement with ten 

statements was measured on a 5-point Likert scale ranging from strongly 

disagree (1) to strongly agree (5). Results reveal the highest mean score 

(3.90) for the statement – based on the people I interact with, it is easy for me 

to hear about new job opportunities, followed by (3.85) for the statement -  

on Facebook, I come in contact with new people all the time, (3.75) for the 

statement -  interacting with people on Facebook makes me feel like part of a 

larger community, (3.55) for the statement -on Facebook, I come in contact 

with new people all the time, (3.30)  for the statement –there is someone in 

my “Facebook Friends List” I can turn to for advice about making very 

important decisions and (3.10) for the statement - I am willing to spend time 

to support general cause on Facebook community activities. Responses on the 

high side (above average) to the aforesaid statements on social capital 

suggest agreement of the students. In the same manner, the lowest mean 

scores for the statement on social capital reflected disagreement of the 

respondents. It deduces that Facebook usage has been associated with 

enhancement in social capital (see table 7). 
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Table 7: Frequency Distribution and Descriptive Statistics with respect to 

social capital 

   Percentage response rate (N=300) 

                     Items        

 5 4 3 2 1 Mean St. Dev 

Interacting with people 

on Facebook makes me 

feel like part of a larger 

community. 

15 80 45 150 10 3.75 .699 

I am willing to spend 

time to support general 

cause on Facebook 

community activities. 

20 15 100 150 15 3.10 .997 

On Facebook, I come in 

contact with new people 

all the time 

10 15 30 230 15 3.55

0 

.67007 

On Facebook, I come in 

contact with new people 

all the time. 

20 15 30 220 15 3.85

0 

.57323 

Based on the people I 

interact with, it is easy 

for me to hear about 

new job opportunities 

15 10 30 200 45 3.90

0 

.83205 

There are several 

people on Facebook I 

trust to help solve my 

problems 

30 12

0 

75 60 15 2.55

0 

.92214 

There is someone in my 

“Facebook Friends List” 

I can turn to for advice 

about making very 

important decisions 

5 70 60 150 15 3.30

0 

.84402 

If I needed an 

emergency loan, I know 

someone in my 

“Facebook Friends” I 

can turn 

60 16

5 

0 75 0 2.30

0 

1.0553 
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Independent Sample t-test: Gender with Social Capital&Facebook 

Intensity 

This t-test was administered to ascertain differences between male and 

female respondents regarding social capital and Facebook intensity. The 

study found significant relationship of gender with social capital (p < 0.05). 

Results suggest that male respondents with mean (3.21) were more 

interested to show their agreement with the statements on social capital than 

female students with mean score (2.90). Likewise, the study found 

insignificant relationship of gender with Facebook intensity (p > 0.05). No 

significant differences were found in the approach of males (M = 2.65) and 

females (M = 2.50) with respect to Facebook intensity (see table 8). 

Table 8: Social capital and Gender (N = 300) 

Variables Gender N Mean Std. Dev F-value P- 

valu

e 

Social capital Male 240 3.2125 .34691 3.821 .05 

 Female 60 2.9000 .28523   

Facebook 

intensity 

Male 240 2.6500 .51828 1.649 .20 

 Female 60 2.5000 .41579   

Independent Sample t-test: Residence with Social capital &Facebook 

Intensity 

Table 9 reflects data with respect to relationship of residence with social 

capital and Facebook intensity. Results found significant relationship of 

The people I interact 

with in my “Facebook 

Friends List” would be 

good job references for 

me 

45 90 75 75 15 2.75

0 

1.1365 

the people I interact 

with in my “Facebook 

Friends List” would help 

me fight an injustice. 

15 18

0 

60 45  2.45

0 

.80602 
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resident of Islamabad and non-resident of Islamabad with social capital (p < 

0.05). It infers significant difference in the mean scores of residents of 

Islamabad (3.24) and nonresidents of Islamabad (3.03). Residents of 

Islamabad were more inclined to show their agreement with the statement 

on social capital than nonresidents of Islamabad. The study also found 

significance relationship between residence and Facebook intensity (p < 

0.05). Residents of Islamabad (M = 2.62) were more interested to agree with 

the statements on social capital than the nonresidents of Islamabad (M = 

2.42). 

 

Table 9: Social capital and Independent Variables with respect to 

residence (N = 300) 

Variables Residence  N Mean Std. 

Deviation 

F-

value 

P- value 

Social 

capital 

Resident of 

Islamabad 

/ 

Rawalpindi 

165 3.245 .39284 5.94

6 

.015 

 Non - 

Resident of 

Islamabad 

/ 

Rawalpindi 

135 3.033 .26766   

Facebook 

intensity 

Resident of 

Islamabad 

/ 

Rawalpindi 

165 2.618 .34699 8.39

3 

.000 

 Non - 

Resident of 

Islamabad 

/ 

Rawalpindi 

135 2.422 .64492   

Co-relation: Facebook Intensity & Social Capital 

This test was undertaken to explore relationship between social capital and 

intensity of Facebook use. The study found positive significant relationship of 

Facebook  intensity and social capital (P < 0.05) as shown in table 10. Result 
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suggests that the students who have been using Facebook since long, 

considered Facebook as a useful source of social capital. The finding thus 

supports and substantiates the aforesaid hypothesis. 

Table 10: Co-relation Coefficient 

  Facebook 

intensity 

  Social 

Capital 

Facebook intensity Correlation 

Coefficient 
1   .246** 

 Sig. (2-tailed)    .000 

Social Capital Correlation 

Coefficient 

 
  1 

 Sig. (2-tailed)     

Discussion &Conclusion 

The core purpose of this research was to analyze the usage and effectiveness 

of Facebook on the social capital of youth. It is evident from the results of 

statistical analysis that there is a high level of relationship between Facebook 

usage and social capital among the university students of Pakistan. Mostly, 

the students who have been using Facebook since long thought it very 

effective tool of building social capital. Thus hypothesis of the study which 

states that “intensity of Facebook use has significant positive impact on the 

level of bridging and bonding social capital among youth” is approved and is 

also supported by various studies such Ellison, et al.(2007) who believed that 

social capital is enhanced through active membership in social networking 

sites and those of Putnam (2004) and Joins on(2008) who found that SM use 

promotes successful engagements and allow collaborations in working on 

common issues. The same finding is also supported by the studies of Williams 

& Durrance (2008) and Adkins (2009). They explored that Facebook helps in 

bridging and bonding social relations which in turn increase social capital. 

The study found significant relationship between gender and social capital 

and found no significant variation between male and female with respect to 

intensity of Facebook usage. Male students were keener than their female 

counterparts to believe that Facebook use enhances social capital. Likewise, 

the study found significant differences between residents of Islamabad and 

nonresidents of Islamabad with respect to social capital and Facebook 

intensity. The residents of Islamabad were found to be more experienced in 
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terms of Facebook use than nonresidents of Islamabad. Given this, the 

residents of Islamabad considered the site as useful for increasing social 

capital. Scholars have associated increase in social capital with variety of 

positive social outcomes, such as better public health, lower crime rates, 

more efficient financial markets and allied economic gains (Granovetter, 

1973; Paxton 1999; Adler & Kwon 2002; Bargh& McKenna 2004). 

Keeping in view the above facts, it is essential to understand the impact of 

social media on the society and how they view things. It must be understood 

to develop the study of the impact that it has on the users which are 

increasing every day. Social capital is thus, an essential factor that needs to be 

elaborated for the grasp of the community. This study examined the role of 

social capital based on Facebook usage by the youth of Pakistan, in order to 

understand the overall impact of Facebook on the society as a whole.  
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Abstract 

Recently there has been an increase in activities and in the number of 

organized criminal groups in the North-Western region of Pakistan bordering 

Afghanistan. The simple criminals and gangs have been transformed into 

more sophisticated and organized groups especially during the conflict and 

post conflict situations. Why is this increase in the number and level of 

complexity of criminal activities & gangs? Is there weakness in state capacity 

that has led to the rise of the organized crimes and criminal groups in North 

Western Pakistan? These questions has been explored by using Migdal’s 

concept of strong societies and weak states as a theoretical framework. The 

state-centric approach claims that a state always dominates in every affair 

within its territorial jurisdiction. In a weak state the government does not 

possess sufficient will, authority and power to ensure the performance of its 

fundamental functions such as protecting human rights and making available 

social and economic wellbeing of its population. If the state fails to provide 

these functions, a power vacuum results leading to the rise of strong societies. 

Organized criminal groups and criminal economy are indicative of such 

happening in North-Western Pakistan. Therefore, in the absence of state 

control, the organized criminal groups fill this governance gap by performing 

state-like functions in the local community for strengthening their roots. 

Keywords: Organized Crimes, Criminal Groups, Gangs, Governance Gap, 

State-Society Relations, Poverty and Inequality, Conflict, Social Control. 

Introduction 

Encyclopaedia of Crime and Punishment defines organized Crime as “two or 

more persons conspiring together on a continuous and secretive basis, with 

the aim of committing one or more serious crimes to obtain, directly or 

indirectly, a financial or other material benefit” (Levinson, 2002: 1112). 
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Ponsaers, Shapland and Williams have noted it as “where two or more people 

systematically offer services or manufacture goods in a manner or benefit 

activity which is prohibited by the criminal law of the nation state where at 

least part of that activity occurs” (Ponsaers et al., 2008). Organized crime 

remains part of “informal economy” involving sale of “drugs, counterfeit 

goods, running a brothel or paying bribes to politicians” (Ponsaers et al., 

2008: 647). In the 21st Century crimes at global level especially the organized 

crimes and criminal groups have increased. In developing states the rise in 

organized crimes is associated with socio-economic factors. Among South 

Asian states especially Pakistan and Afghanistan have very low Human 

Development Indices and income equality (Schultze-Kraft 2016, 14). Poverty 

and inequality incentivise illegal activities.  Organized crime includes 

violence, murder, financial crime, assault, tax evasion, counterfeiting, internet 

frauds/scams, cybercrime, copyright infringement, corruption, white-collar 

crime, corporate crime, drugs, human trafficking, firearms and persons, 

money laundering, corporate and labour racketeering in South Asian context 

(UNODC 2010, v). The common feature of these activities is the emergence of 

criminal economy in these countries. This illegal money directly affects the 

state governance. The weak governance by a state provides space for 

criminal’s strongholds and patronage relations with communities is created 

who provide the basic services that the state is unable to provide especially in 

conflict situation.  (Camino 2013). Conflict and terrorism leads to the 

dysfunction of state institutions and weaken state-society relations. As a 

result, for their needs and interest, the organized criminal groups control 

local affairs and penetrate the political system at national and local level. This 

infiltration of the organized groups affect the state governance, development, 

peace building and state building at local and national level. Organized crime 

is not only a threat to the human security, peace and violation of human 

rights but it is also a challenge for socio-economic, political and cultural 

development of society (UNODC 2011). The core focus of criminal groups is 

the provision of illegal services and supply of illegal goods or illegal provision 

of both services and goods even if that are legal. The criminal groups act like 

an economic organization which maximizes its profit at all costs and remain 

secretive to avoid competition and detection and such groups ultimately 

become international in scope (Adamoli, Nicola, Savona and Zoffi 1998). The 

organized criminal groups are territorial in nature with established social 

roots in specific geographical locations. These groups exploit these areas to 

weaken existing governance systems and legal loopholes to strengthen their 
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positions. Thus organised criminal behaviour, illicit trafficking and armed 

militias undermines state consolidation and stability. Organized crime 

seriously curtails the capacity of a state in the provision of services including 

protection, keeping citizens trustful of government and keeping the rule of 

law. The weak states suffer from lack of equality in the availability of chances 

to the citizens to promote their economic interests due to feeble form of 

government. Such weakness creates favourable atmosphere for the growth of 

organized crimes (World Bank, 2011: 53). The areas where poverty rate is 

high, the gap between the privileged and un-privileged unbridgeable and 

where the slums lag in development, there the fertile ground for recruitment 

of these networks exists. Organized crimes often coexist along precarious 

security in such places (Siegel 2014, 63). 

North Western Pakistan has suffered from a significant increase in the 

activities and number of organized criminal groups recently. According to 

police official report 190,454 cases of crimes were registered between 

January and October 2014 (Dawn, November 25, 2014). The weak capacity 

and control of Pakistani state in the region provide opportunity for the 

criminal groups to flourish. These criminal groups have developed links with 

the existing terrorist networks in the region and thus poses threats to the 

national and regional security (Dawn, November 25, 2014). Various activities 

of kidnapping, assassination, drugs, and corruption etc. occurring daily, are 

evidences of increase in crimes especially organized criminal activities. The 

involvement of government officials in corruption cases like that of former 

Inspector General of Police (IGP) in purchase of weapons (The Express 

Tribune, February 14, 2016) provides an insight into the complex 

relationship between the government structure and organized crime, which 

makes the legitimacy and authority of the Pakistani state dubious in the 

North Western region of Pakistan (Tilly 19882). 

Research Questions and Approach 

The paper investigates the relation between the state governance (capacity & 

control) and the organized crimes in the North-West region of Pakistan. The 

growing trend and activities of organized groups in the region implores the 

questions: why? 

1. Why there is an increase in the organized crimes and criminal groups 

are becoming more intricate?  
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2. Why is there gap in the state governance in North-West region of 

Pakistan? 

3. How this gap in state governance leads to the dominance/control of 

organized criminal groups and criminal economy in the North-West 

Pakistan?  

These questions have been investigated through a mixed methods approach 

of both quantitative and qualitative data. The quantitative primary data was 

collected through survey questionnaire and qualitative primary data was 

collected through key informant interviews from government officials (police 

and district administrators), journalists, businessmen, stakeholders and 

through focussed group discussions with community people.2 For secondary 

data various published materials were reviewed. 

Theoretical Framework - Governance Gap 

Governance and politics in developing states are defined by synthesis of 

state-centric and society-centric approaches. According to state-centric 

approach monopoly on the use of violence is the central foundation of the 

modern state, and is a precondition for the state’s functions and maintenance 

of political process (Braddick 2000, 14 - 20). Weakened potential of a state 

results in problems for the state to govern its people. The developing states 

are more affected by such problems. Therefore, it becomes mandatory for a 

state to lock its population into the abstract structure of the state in all its 

territories (Migdal 1988, 16 – 30). Therefore, a state is not the only political 

actor, it leaves room for the society to perform a role. The relation between a 

society and its state determines the nature of problems faced by the state in 

governance. The gaps in the state governance in the north-western region of 

Pakistan is indicative of the presence of weak interaction between the state 

and society. 

Thus Migdal argues that states in general have to provide a single political 

status of citizenship to all. It is possible when single jurisdiction within state’s 

boundaries and it has the capacity of hegemonic control over society and 

when state has viable survival strategies (Toit 1995, 23). Further, the state 

needs “the organisational capabilities of its leaders, population size, potential 

                                                 
2
 The primary data used here in this paper was collected through field survey in North-West Pakistan for 

my (researcher) Ph.D. research, which has been utilized to support the argument. A total of 1500 

respondents were surveyed through questionnaire and an overall 39 Key Informant Interviews were 

conducted with relevant stakeholders and a total 13 focus group discussion were conducted with 

community people. 
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material and human resources available, and larger international 

configurations”  for its survival. This translates into the capacity to move the 

society and penetrate it, control relation between social groups and procure 

and utilize required resources (Migdal 1988, 21-22). Strong states possess 

these features while weak states lack them. Such capacity is indicated by the 

degree of access state provides to the population in governance and the 

readiness to accept the legitimacy and dictates of the states by the population. 

The weakness of a state is indicated by the emergence of informal social 

structures to fill the vacuum created by the inability of the state thus leads to 

the division of social control between the rival social organizations and the 

state. It necessitates for the state to regain the control of society in order to 

make the population conform to its writ (Toit 1995, 24). 

Additionally, some societies conform to pyramid like structure of control. 

Such forms results from co-opting the compatible regulations. In this context 

a strong state positions itself on the top as the only source of control. Here, 

the strong state occupying the top successfully subsumes the survival 

strategies of congruent societies. Thus, the survival strategies of the interest 

groups, the religious institutions, the family and the state converge. A 

scenario can also emerge in a society where the control is not uniform. In 

such context, the web-like society emerges. “In web-like societies no single 

strand of social control holds the social fabric together, but rather a network 

of such strands” (Toit 1995, 24). In this context, the criminal groups that are 

organized behave like social organizations which have their own separate 

survival strategies filling in the void created by the incapacity of the state. 

Such scenario points to the rise of strong society challenging the state. It also 

shows the fragmentation in the social capabilities of the state thus leading to 

the weakening of the state from a defacto to a de jure position (Jackson and 

Rosberg 1982, 1 – 24). 

Organised Crimes and State’s Monopoly and Social Control 

Criminal gangs have been operating in Pakistan for long. After the event of 

9/11, the organized criminal groups in Pakistan have become international. 

Gauging the exact magnitude and nature of such crimes requires reliable data 

that is missing in Pakistan. However, it can be safely guessed that this number 

would be in thousands especially in the north-western region of Pakistan. 

Concentration of these criminal groups in the north-western region arises 

from the unique geography of mountains, passes and terrain that is difficult 

to patrol by law enforcement agencies. The organizational form of these 
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groups is not efficient like the western criminal groups, however, the severity 

of their crimes matches. The organized criminal groups in Pakistan like other 

organized criminal groups aim to earn money, that wreaks havoc in this 

financially weak state. 

A dramatic increase of organised crimes in the world has been observed since 

the September 11, 2001 attacks. The resultant war on terror in Afghanistan 

coincides with increased spaces for the criminal groups in FATA as they 

happen to be adjacent to Afghan border. Lack of resources and skills in state 

and society make these criminal groups a threat to national security as these 

groups have established links of coexistence with the terrorist networks 

(Alda and Sala 2014). 

Beginning in the 1990s, Pakistan remains a base for national, regional and 

international criminal groups, which enjoy substantial support among certain 

sectors of the population.  These groups have benefited from the existing 

structure, which was developed in the sale of drugs to support the 

Mujahideen in Afghanistan with the help of the US and Pakistani officials 

(Chandran 1998). The organized criminal groups in Pakistan, adopted to the 

new conditions after independence in 1947. They ensconced themselves 

neatly in the structure of the newly established state. However till 1981 they 

remained low in profile. After Pakistan’s hosting of war refugees from 

Afghanistan such organizations found a new boost in their activities, 

membership and organizational structure. Thus the historical, political, 

geographic factors combined to make north-west of Pakistan an attractive 

area for the criminal organization. The presence of international border 

facilitates the operations of such criminal groups as they shift their activity 

across border when they are squeezed by a state (Bajoria 2009). 

The movement of illicit products happens through Afghanistan and Iran. It 

depends on the heavy transport road from Afghanistan and Pakistan used by 

large trucks and trailers who engage in smuggling. During Afghan War, the 

drugs business, and smuggling along with other illegal business of weapons 

sale were the major crimes developed thus transforming from small-scale 

local to international syndicates (ISS 2003, 46-47). The low socio-economic 

and other developmental indicators of the North-Western part of the 

Pakistan further lead to the people involvement in these illegal activities.  
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In North-Western Pakistan kidnapping for ransom is the major source of 

income for criminal and militant networks. The number of kidnapping for 

ransom cases increased during the last decade due to conflict in the region. 

This number increased from 48 cases in 2006 to 150 cases in 2017. The 

economic value of kidnapping for ransom is estimated to be US$ 10 million 

(SDPI and UNODC 2011). Similarly, in 2013 the number of registered target 

killings was 647, while the current government claims that this rate declined 

to 72 in 2016 but the opposition government rejects the claim and say that 

the decrease in target killing is due to current military operation in the North-

Western Pakistan. Likewise the number of registered extortion cases was 344 

in 2014 which decreased to 16 in 2017 (Pakistan Today August 15, 2017). 

The proceeds of crime are injected into the world’s formal economies and 

fund activities of international organized crime groups. With respect to 

North-West Pakistan, the Hawala (Hundi)3 serves an estimated 85% of the 

total population by offering a money transfer system (SDPI and UNODC 

2011). 

The growing activities of gangs and their renovation to organised criminal 

groups have resulted in an informal or criminal economy in the North-

Western Pakistan. These gangs varies according to their structure i.e. from 

sophisticated drug smuggling syndicates to territory based established gangs, 

young newly recruited by militants and other groups and to lose criminal 

groupings of criminals, local kidnapers and abductors. These groups has 

weakened state monopoly in the North Western region of Pakistan. To 

validate the claim of being a state, the Pakistani state needs to re-gain or re-

establish its monopoly of force in areas under its geographical jurisdiction. 

Thus, any organization, whether it is internal or external, if effectively 

challenge the government control in a given area undermines the authority of 

the state and also the state itself in that area. To validate the Pakistani state 

claim of monopoly4 majority of the respondents (80.60%) acknowledged that 

generally the Pakistani state lacks control on violence in their areas. A large 

number of criminals and militants are present in their areas and dominate 

the same (60%) and almost all people possess one or other kind of weapons 

in these areas (86%) (Appendix – 1: Table – 1). Criminal activities, like 

                                                 
3
 The hawala (hundi) system is a network of finance brokers and lenders who transmit funds to and from a 

country without physically moving money across borders or creating a paper trail. 
4
 Monopoly of the state on violence has been assessed through three major indicators as identified by 

Rabasa (2007), these are: i) the population with easy access to arm, ii) the illegal armed groups, and iii) the 

presence of criminal networks in a given society. 
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ransom, kidnapping, smuggling of opium, heroin, extortion, and other such 

acts have been become the daily routine activities of these criminal groups 

(Field Interview). It is also established that such groups have an easy access 

to shelter and supplies, as they are never denied these by the local 

community when they demand (FGD). 

The society-centric theory argues that social structure in a given society is the 

major cause of state weakness in post-colonial states. Societies in such states 

remain decentralized and present a “web-like” structure. The influential 

persons create a local sphere of influence that remains out state’s control 

(Migdal 1988, 39). In such states, the state’s control remains weak due to 

social fragmentation. The Pakhtun society of north-western region of 

Pakistan is defined by this feature. Social control depends on the state’s 

capacity to form norms for the society. Table-2 shows that respondents (most 

of them) were of the view that informal institutions and customary law is 

dominant in North Western region of Pakistan. In such context the criminal 

organizations find an opportunity to exert their control and compete with 

state in establishing the writ. The social norms are formed under the dictate 

of these criminals and are accepted by the people instead of formal laws. The 

majority of participant confirmed that informal laws are more important for 

them in comparison to the formal laws5 (Appendix – 2: Table – 2). 

One of the fundamental duty of any state is to deliver public goods to the 

population (Anton, Fisk, and Holmström 2000). Participants of this study 

expressed their worries regarding lack of amenities, security and their rights. 

They complained that state treat their area as conquered territory and them 

as vassals. They pointed out that in infrastructure, facilities and services in 

their areas are the most backward as compared to the rest of the country. 

These facts, they pointed, indicate lack of capacity in Pakistan as a state to 

carry out its basic functions (FGD 12). That’s why the people in these areas 

contact the non-state actors i.e. outlaws, criminal groups for their security, 

recovery of lost persons, vehicles etc. instead of state institutions due to the 

inability, lack of capacity and loss of trust by state institutions (Field 

Interview). More than half of the respondents (57.27 percent) believe and 

think that a capable and strong state with functional government can solve 

and cater their demands. At the same time, a significant number of 
                                                 
5
 In most of the tribal areas, the Non State Actors, Taliban and militants orders and do state like functions 

i.e. ordering prices of  daily used commodities, ban on the use of certain goods and control many other day 

to day activities. 
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respondents (79%) claimed that they look towards their informal institutions 

and other non-state actors compared to a very nominal number (15 %) of 

respondents who showed their satisfaction to believe in state’s formal 

institutions for their problems and demands. Obviously, this reflects a 

substantial gap between the state’s ability to deliver the public goods and the 

people expectations of the state (Appendix – 2: Table – 2). This is because 

that in these states social authorities try to stalemate the efforts of the state 

to hoard the necessary authority to close this gape (Migdal 1988). 

5. The Criminal Economy 

The criminal activities of gangs in the North-western Pakistan fil the 

governance gap and present alternative social organisations to those 

provided by state. The economic situations and prospects in North-West 

region of Pakistan have been historically restricted by factors like geography, 

negative impact of subversive international activities and lack of human and 

natural resources. The cumulative effect of such factors has led to the current 

problems of high rate of unemployment, negligible growth and high rate 

poverty in this region. The 20% area of north-west region (KP and FATA) of 

Pakistan remained under active conflict that has produced economic 

challenges in the region.  

Soon after 9/11, in 2002, the unemployment rate of this region (KP and 

FATA) was approximately 7.2 percent (higher than national level which is 5.9 

percent) according to the federal Labour Force Survey (2014-15). This rate is 

even higher for people under the age of 30 years. The infrastructure of the 

North-Western region of Pakistan is also underdeveloped.  Further, the 

society is undergoing transformation and is disintegrating from the 

traditional joint family structures to nuclear family system. Where domestic 

violence along other social violence is a daily occurrence. Unemployment is 

high especially in youth, the militant and criminal gangs provides attractive 

income sources and benefits to recruit the youth. The wealthy and influential 

criminal elites assume the rule of community regulators and social 

supporters. This criminal economy delivers goods and provides employment 

to thousands especially the socially excluded individuals. These groups have 

strengthened itself by exploiting the poverty, depravedness and other 

miseries of this community. In the words of Migdal, as opposed to the 

Pakistani state, these groups and gangs have provided their own survival 

strategies to the community members of this area (Migdal 1988). Thus the 

people in North Western Pakistan rely on these groups more than they rely 
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on Pakistani state for their needs, security and other social welfare services. A 

large number of youth at KP and FATA are participating either by own free 

will or under some compulsion, in these groups, as they have no other source 

of income. Even the family of these people are paid a handsome money when 

the person dies while serving the group (Field interview). 

The existence structure of informal economy in this region further provide 

safe haven (in terms of non-physical existence) to outlaws and criminal 

groups (Lamb, 2014). The criminal elites have control on the local illegal and 

informal economy such as drugs sale, alcohol sale and even other immoral 

crimes of kidnapping, extortion, murders, stolen cars, and non-custom paid 

items. These criminals also own transportation, garages, workshops, motor 

bargains, property dealing and many other similar commercial pursuits. 

The local culture and some of the local people also do provide significant 

social support to these criminal groups. These criminal elites also provide 

charities to the local social events of the community. Most of them are great 

philanthropists that’s why they have a strong hold and grip on the 

sympathies of the local community. The charity of these people in the local 

community gives these criminal elites the social support and as a result gets 

the compliance of the people of the community. The social services and other 

community welfare services provided by these criminal elites include 

supporting poor families, support in jobs or employment for the unemployed 

people, support during funerals and other support like assistance at local 

police station or local courts. Besides, these provide support to the local 

orphans, widows and other needy people in the community along with 

feeding food to poor hungry people (Field Interview). 

Conclusion 

A web-like society’s structure is held together by a network that is anchored 

around strongmen. In the context of North-Western region of Pakistan, there 

are numerous components of social control resulting in fragmented society. 

Further, the leaders of the criminal gangs, and militant groups act as 

strongmen and having influential position within the social organisations in 

this society of North-Western region. These leaders provide the masses with 

survival strategies different than the Pakistani state. By creating a criminal 

economy, these strongmen have secured their place in this society. 
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Thus, the economy of North-Western Pakistan influences and comprises of 

various legal and illegal, informal and criminal domains, which is controlled 

by the criminal elites, called powerful men by Migdal. These powerful men 

have social control because they are mostly, linked with informal links in civil 

society and also with local officials of the government, as well as mostly have 

an edge of recruiting the local unemployed youth who are supplied and 

assisted by the local criminal groups from the local community. 

The heightened level of organized criminal activity in the north-west of 

Pakistan shows the weakening of social control of the state. The failure to 

provide services and security delegitimizes Pakistan’s authority of a state. 

The organized elements in Pakistan have links with the militant outfits and 

both present an alternative informal rules of the game to the local society. 

Such rules challenge the writ of the state, and help in the alienation of the 

people from the state. The criminal networks produce an economy that 

ensures their survival and sabotages the formal economy. The political milieu 

of the affected areas is distorted to such an extent that the very existence of 

Pakistan as a state is threatened by the organized crimes. 

Appendix – 1: Table – 1: Monopoly on the Use of Coercion/Violence 

Q. What are your views about the following Statements? 

Question/ 

Indicator 

Response 

Rate 

 
Strongly 

Agree Neutral 

 
Strongly 

Disagree 

Don't 

know Total 
Agree Disagree 

a). Pakistani 

state control on 

violence and 

monopoly on 

coercion 

Frequency 78 455 20 68 876 3 1500 

Percent 5.20 30.33 1.33 4.53 58.40 0.20 100 

b). Functions of 

State 

institutions 

(Police, Army, 

Judiciary) 

Frequency 78 112 20 78 1209 3 1500 

Percent 5.20 7.47 1.33 5.20 80.60 0.93 101 

c). Presence of 

armed groups 

(criminals, 

militants, 

outlaws, etc.) 

Frequency 429 859 112 2 97 1 1500 

Percent 28.60 57.27 7.47 0.13 6.47 0.07 100 
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d). Armed 

groups have 

more control in 

local society 

Frequency 377 965 93 1 53 11 1500 

Percent 25.13 64.33 6.20 0.07 3.53 0.73 100 

e). Free and 

easy access to 

weapon 

Frequency 23 1213 112 54 97 1 1500 

Percent 1.53 80.87 7.47 3.60 

6.47 

0.07 100 

Source: Field Survey 

 

Appendix – 2: Table – 2: Social Control 

Q). Please click an appropriate answer for each question as per the given 

options. 

Question/Indicator 

Response 

Rate 

Strongly 

Agree Agree 

Strongly 

Agree Neutral Disagree 

Strongly 

Disagree 

Don't 

Know Total 

a). In your area, 

Government (formal 

institutions) has 

more controls on 

daily lives of the 

people and  makes 

‘rules of the game’. 

Frequency 412 201 412 28 627 227 5 1500 

Percent 27.47 13.40 27.47 1.87 41.80 15.13 0.33 100 

b). In your area, 

informal institutions 

and Non State 

Actors have more 

controls on daily 

lives of the people 

and make ‘rules of 

the game’. 

Frequency 959 57 959 11 370 101 2 1500 

Percent 63.93 3.80 63.93 0.73 24.67 6.73 0.13 100 

c). People look 

towards and have 

expectations from 

state/government 

institutions for their 

services and 

grievances (Police, 

Judiciary etc.) 

Frequency 210 132 210 24 234 890 10 1500 

Percent 14.00 8.80 14.00 1.60 15.60 59.33 0.67 100 

d). People look 

towards and have 

expectations from 

Frequency 1189 121 1189 12 120 47 11 1500 

Percent 79.27 8.07 79.27 0.80 8.00 3.13 0.73 100 
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the informal 

institutions and Non 

State Actors (Mullah, 

Taliban, Khan, 

Malak, Jirga, etc.) 

Source: Field Survey 
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Prevalence and Nature of Violence against Women in Pakistan: A 

Six-month Content Analysis of a Pakistani newspaper 

Dr. Nadia Agha & Zamir Ahmed 
Abstract 

Violence Against Women (VAW) occurs globally and affects women socially and 

psychologically. Pakistan has a rigid patriarchal culture where women have constrained 

lives. The global gender gap report (2016) places Pakistan second from last in terms of 

gender inequality. In such a situation, women in the Pakistani society are expected to 

experience frequent attempts of violence against them. However, the reporting of such 

acts remains negligible because of social norms that require women to conform to the 

patriarchal ideology. This study analyses and discusses findings about reported cases of 

VAW in Pakistan, in general, and in Sindh, in particular. Through a six-month’s content 

analysis of a Sindhi newspaper i.e. the Daily Kawish, we have recorded the nature and 

frequency of reported acts of VAW. The results show that the cases of such acts are 

alarmingly high and in Sindh alone, 156 cases of VAW occurred in six months. Within the 

70 reported cases, honour killings top the list of VAW cases followed by physical violence, 

rape, kidnapping and suicide. However, these are results of just the reported cases, the 

number of such acts are expected to be even higher in areas where gender based violence 

is supported to punish women. 

Keywords: Violence; women; Pakistan; reporting; honour killing 

Introduction  

Violence Against Women (VAW), also known as gender-based violence, is the 

act “that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological 

harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or 

arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life” 

(The United Nations, 1993). VAW is a global phenomenon and occurs in 

almost all parts of the world in variable forms and degrees (Watts 

&Zimmerman, 2002). Although the frequency of violence may vary from one 

region to the other, depending upon its culture and gender order, the 

prevalence of violence is a major public health concern (Critelli, 2010; 

Nasrullah et al., 2009). It affects the individual psychologically and carries 

social, physical and emotional consequences (Ali &Gavino, 2008).  

Gender relations in Pakistan are based on two basic principles: men are the 

primary, authority figures; women are subordinates to them (Pande, 2002). 
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Male dominance is well entrenched in Pakistani society and has serious 

implications for women. They experience severe gender inequalities and 

their rights are violated (Ali et al., 2011). Women bear the burden of 

restricted opportunities in education and employment. This is further 

exacerbated by the prevalence of harassment at home and at the work place. 

It is estimated that about 93% women in Pakistan experience sexual violence 

in the social sphere at some moment in their lifetime (The Express Tribune, 

2017).VAW, which is widespread in the society, adds more to the 

disempowerment of Pakistani women as it minimizes their mobility and 

curtails their chances to have an education or job (Siddiq, 2016; Niaz, 

2004).Such a situation has not only contributed to gender inequality but has 

also made Pakistan amongst the worst countries in the world for women to 

live in. The global gender gap report 2016 places Pakistan on 143 out of 144 

countries in terms of gender inequality. Even the countries going through 

wars and conflicts such as Syria have performed better than Pakistan in the 

gender gap index (DAWN, 2016a).   

It is well documented that VAW is widespread in the Pakistani society, but its 

reporting is still hugely stigmatized and is considered disrespectful to the 

family of the victim. Reporting may lead to divorce or separation, which 

further exacerbates women’s situation. This keeps the phenomenon 

underreported in Pakistan and only the most extreme cases are officially 

registered (Andersson et al., 2010). Although there are no formal studies or 

government data to record the exact figure of VAW in Pakistan (Critelli, 

2010), it is expected that the rate of such crimes is higher and more frequent 

in Balochistan and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa because both provinces have been 

going through conflict, clashes and displacement (Aurat Foundation, 2011). 

This paper provides insights into the frequency of the cases of VAW in 

Pakistan recently. According to Anderson et al. (2010), increased reporting of 

VAW not only makes the problem more visible but also helps to tackle the 

issue of violence and to increase awareness about the problem. Addressing 

the existing issue, this study is an attempt to understand the extent and 

pattern of reporting on VAW. We address the main research question of how 

much VAW is prevalent in the society, and also take into account the nature of 

such crimes against women that include honour related killings, gang 

rape/rape, physical assaults, robbery, suicide, and kidnapping. We have 

recorded the reported cases of VAW and assess the prevalence of one act over 

the other and its location. These reported cases were recorded from the 
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Sindhi newspaper, the Daily Kawish, and thus the data, analysis and findings 

only refer to the crimes reported in Kawish. 

Background 

South Asian societies are marked by patriarchy with patrilocal residence and 

patrilineal kinship still in practice (Ali et al., 2011; Dube, 1998, 2001). These 

societies are characterized by male dominance, agricultural economies with 

feudal and tribal systems (Niaz, 2003). Son preference in such societies is 

common and results in severe gender inequality (Agha, 2018).Pakistan is no 

different from other South Asian countries – men have the primary authority 

and women are secondary to them. Their identity in relation to men (e.g. 

mothers, sisters, wives) is more acceptable than as an individual (Ali et al., 

2011). A rigid and asymmetrical gendered division of labour is followed 

where men are regarded as breadwinners and women as service providers to 

their families (Lari, 2011). Women are usually confined to the private domain 

and their housewifery roles are preferred (Agha et al., 2018). This preference 

has further deepened gender inequality in the society. Over the recent past, 

gender inequality reports have been placing Pakistan on very low ranks for 

women’s low enrolment and labour force participation (Kazim, 2016). 

VAW is not a new phenomenon in South Asian societies. Women’s lives as 

well as status have been determined by different religious traditions in the 

region. Male dominance accompanied by rigid cultural values has resulted in 

lower social status of women. As a result, violence has penetrated women’s 

lives (Niaz, 2003).This is similar in the Pakistani context where women’s lives 

are shaped by religion, family and rigid customs that force them to submit to 

the male authority. Since the inception of the country, the role of religion in 

the national politics has been made a barrier to women’s development (Niaz, 

2003; Pande, 2002). Islam’s mythological relation with the state led to 

undermining women’s rights and bore devastating consequences for women, 

particularly those who belonged to rural areas. Resultantly, women are still 

facing the problems of violence, traditional practice and discrimination 

(Saigol, 2016; Mumtaz, 2005). 

The restricted life and limited opportunities have serious implications for 

Pakistani women because violence is used to control their lives and make 

them conform to the patriarchal authority. Today Pakistani women 

experience several forms of violence which include: sexual assault, domestic 

violence including wife beating and murder, acid attacks, being beaten, 
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threatened and burned, being killed in the name of honour, and abuse and 

torture by the guardian (Pakistan Today, 2017; PCSW, 2017; Niaz, 2003). 

Culture and the perpetuation of VAW 

VAW in Pakistani society is prevalent regardless of class, religion or rural-

urban divide. Women are considered subordinates of men and their lives are 

dictated by patriarchal power (Aurat Foundation, 2011). However, VAW in 

Pakistan penetrates in women’s lives through different beliefs, norms and 

cultural practices: the beliefs that women are inferior to men, men have an 

inherent right to control women and discipline their life, and that women’s 

sexuality is associated with men’s honour. It is considered that the prevalent 

culture delegates men the power to control women’s lives, and violence 

becomes one of the acceptable means to control the woman who does not 

conform to patriarchal norms (Niaz, 2004). A woman’s existence is thought to 

be a commodity owned by her father before her marriage and by her husband 

after marriage. Therefore, the protection of this commodity lies upon the 

father for a smooth transfer to the husband. It, then, becomes her husband’s 

responsibility to protect this commodity. Her “owners” restrict her space and 

minimise her access to the public sphere so that she may not damage the 

family’s honour (Lari, 2011; Bettencourt, 2000). The notion of considering 

women as property contributes a great deal in the perpetuation of VAW 

because violence and coercion are commonly used in an attempt to control 

women (Munir, 2002). The prevalent beliefs encourage and motivate men to 

commit VAW and they justify such acts on the basis of culture, religion and 

values (Zakar et al., 2013). 

‘Cultural attitudes towards female chastity and male honour serve to justify 

violence against women’ (Niaz, 2004: 60). Women are believed to carry the 

family’s honour which is damaged if a woman has indulged in a sexual 

relation with a man. Honour killing is the extreme kind of violence that 

Pakistani women experience in everyday life. Honour related murders are 

defined as “…the killing of women for suspected deviation from sexual norms 

imposed by society” (Faqir, 2001: 66). The acts that could dishonour the 

family include a woman’s involvement in premarital sex, asking for divorce, 

betrayal, pregnancy as a result of pre or extra marital affair or a woman being 

victim of sexual assault or rape (Chaudhary, 2014; Dobson, 2009; Hussain, 

2006). A woman suspected to have broken the honour code and brought 

shame to her family is punished with extreme violent acts because she has 
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injured a man’s honour, and killing her or both parties is the only way 

through which the honour of her family can be restored. This violent act of 

killing is not restricted to the immediate family members. The woman can 

also be killed in the name of honour by her uncles, cousins or community 

members (Lari, 2011; Wasti, 2010; Meetoo, 2007).  

The practice of honour killing is associated with pre-Islamic Arabia. It has 

also been exercised in Europe during the Roman empire (Hussain, 2006; 

Baker, 1999). These killings are reported in different countries in the world, 

particularly in Muslim majority, and it is believed that about 5,000 women 

are killed globally every year in the name of honour (UNFPA, 2000).This 

custom is thought to have initiated in Pakistan from Pashtun and Baloch 

ancestral practices. It, then, made its way to other areas and became common 

in Sindh and Punjab (Lari, 2011). 

In addition to cultural beliefs and attitudes, marriage practices also play a 

vital role in the perpetuation of VAW. Wattasatta (exchange marriages), 

dowry and bride price contribute a great deal to women’s disempowerment. 

An increased demand for dowry may lead to the harassment of a woman by 

her in-laws. In extreme cases, the demand for desired dowry ends up bringing 

violent physical and psychological consequences for the woman. For example, 

in India and Bangladesh, violence is used to seek desired dowry or financial 

benefits from the woman’s natal family (Bates, 2004). Such demands are 

often troublesome to the family and a woman’s life can be at stake if parents 

are unable to fulfil those demands. This may often lead the woman to face 

abuse and violence by her in-laws. This phenomenon has frequently been in 

practice in India (Rao, 1997). Dowry related violence in Pakistan is also 

common; it is estimated that about 2,000 dowry deaths have been recorded 

in Pakistan which is highest in the world (The Express Tribune, 2016a). 

Women, who fail to bring a sizeable dowry, are threatened of divorce and 

tortured. A woman in Punjab was reportedly made to drink acid because she 

could not bring a handsome dowry (Niazi, 2015). In case a woman is married 

after taking a bride price by her parents, the parents will have to return the 

money to her husband if the woman leaves him. Thus, parents discourage 

women from returning to their parents’ home (Niaz, 2004). In such a 

situation, women are made to carry on with the abusive and violent 

relationship because divorce is strongly stigmatized in the society and there 

is hardly any family support available to women on this matter. 
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Over the past ten years, several reforms to criminal laws, especially on VAW, 

have been introduced in Pakistan in a bid to minimize discrimination against 

women and address their issues adequately. Yet the acts of VAW have not 

seen any decrease. Despite the improved laws and legislation, the state 

institutions have not adequately moulded their attitude to provide protection 

to women (Aurat Foundation, 2016). The nation is dictated by the Islamic law 

which stresses upon traditional family values and influences the legal system. 

Although Pakistan is a signatory of the United Nations Convention on the 

Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 1996, it has failed to 

bring sound policies and laws to protect women. VAW is widespread, women 

still experience discrimination in everyday life due to traditional norms and 

customs that persist in the society (Pakistan Today, 2017; Niaz, 2003; 

Bettencourt, 2000). 

The prevalent patriarchal beliefs, attitudes and practices accelerate the 

degree and frequency of violence and add more misery to women’s lives. 

Cases of VAW have been increasing in Pakistan over time. A study conducted 

by the Aurat Foundation (2011) reveals that the number of cases of VAW 

were higher in 2009 than in 2008 with a 13 percent increase. The Human 

Rights Commission of Pakistan (2015) discloses in its annual report the 

extent of crimes against women: 8,648 incidents of VAW were reported 

between January 2012 to September 2015 including the incidents of acid 

attacks, burning, domestic violence, honour killing, rape and sexual assaults 

(HRCP, 2015). Only in 2015, more than one thousand victims of honour crime 

were registered, 900 cases of sexual assaults were made on women, 279 

cases of domestic violence were reported,833women were abducted and 

about 777 women committed suicide or attempted to kill themselves (HRCP, 

2015; Independent, 2016a). A recent report has disclosed that about 51,241 

cases of VAW were recorded from 2011 to 2017 only in the Punjab province. 

The highest number of the reported cases belonged to domestic violence 

while other cases included rape, honour killing, sexual harassment and other 

acts of violence against women (Pakistan Today, 2017). The province has 

witnessed a surge in the cases of VAW with 12% increase (PCSW, 2017) 

Such a situation needs extra measures by the state to protect lives of 

vulnerable women in Pakistan. Yet, the efforts by the different governments 

have not witnessed a huge success so far. New reforms, bills and acts to 

improve women’s situation in the country often face huge criticism or 

become controversial (Farooq, 2016; The Nation, 2016). Thus, state’s efforts 
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often meet with failures when it is about intervening with patriarchy and 

protect women from the abuse they experience in everyday life. 

Methodology  

In this content analysis, we have sampled print media with a research 

question that involves an ongoing phenomenon and have checked the 

frequency of indicator i.e. of VAW. Data was collected from a daily, well-

circulated Sindhi newspaper, Daily Kawish. Content analysis is considered a 

transparent and flexible research method. It has a broad application and 

allows the researcher to highlight the particular content, clearly set out 

sampling and coding procedures (Neuman, 2013; Bryman, 2012).  

A six months’ content analysis was conducted in which secondary data was 

collected from January to June 2016. During this time, different forms of VAW 

were recorded. The cases were further categorized on the nature of violence 

such as honour killing / killing, gang rape/rape, physical violence, robbery, 

suicide, kidnapping. These cases were usually kept away from the front page 

and were published on the back pages e.g. page number 2, 12 and 16. In 

majority of the cases of VAW, at least one picture with the related case was 

published. 

The Daily Kawish newspaper was chosen to calculate the cases of VAW, for 

the specific reason of looking explicitly for the cases of violence emerging 

from Sindh. The newspaper is the largest circulating paper in the Sindhi 

language and has Sindhi readers in every nook and corner of the province. 

The paper particularly focuses on cases from interior Sindh, therefore, cases 

of VAW taking place in traditional areas are more likely to be reported in the 

newspaper. 

We acknowledge the primary obstacles that researchers can face while 

carrying out the research on such subjects such as honour killing or rape. 

According to Faqir (2001), a common phenomenon involved with honour 

killings is the inadequate documentation of such crimes. Gender, class, clan 

and ethnicity determine status in neopatriarchal society and thus the 

reporting of such acts is not always adequate. In patriarchal societies, like 

that of Pakistan, it is more difficult to report such issues. Cultural barriers 

associated with reporting further make cases of violence less visible and only 

the cases of extreme level can make it to the media (Andersson et al., 
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2010).Our findings are also limited to the reported cases that belonged to an 

extreme level and represent the cases published only in one newspaper. 

We understand that including other newspapers to this analysis and 

extending the period to more than six months would have enriched the study 

and would have provided a broader view of the problem. Despite this fact, we 

chose only one newspaper for mainly three reasons: first, the Daily Kawish is 

the largest and well circulated newspaper in Sindh. It has a vast readership as 

well as large data. Dealing with this such data along with the data from other 

newspapers would have made the data collection process an uphill task. 

Second, the Daily Kawish focuses on entire Sindh and particularly highlights 

stories and acts from rural areas. Therefore, looking for a single piece of the 

required information relevant to this paper was a time-consuming task and 

extending the period from six months would have taken longer. Thirdly, since 

the Daily Kawish is widely circulated regionally it is highly likely that most of 

the cases of VAW receive reporting or space in the newspaper. We had also 

carried out a preliminary survey of three Sindhi newspapers namely the Daily 

Kawish, the Daily Ibrat and the Daily Sobh to check which newspaper 

publishes maximum number cases of VAW weekly. We found out that the 

Daily Kawish out did other two newspapers in reporting cases of VAW. It is 

because of these reasons that we limited our analysis to only one newspaper 

and for six months and relied on for the best source of reporting the cases of 

VAW. 

 

Results 

Table 1 

Month-wise reported cases of violence against women in the Daily Kawish 

Table 2 

Province-wise and month-wise reported cases of violence against women in 

the Daily Kawish 

Figure 1 

Bar-chartindicatinga six-month summary of reported cases in the Daily 

Kawish 
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Figure 2 

Pie-chart showing the percentage-wise reported cases of violence against 

women in the Daily Kawish 

Figure 3 

Graph showing summarised details of reported cases of violence against 

women 

Discussion 

Gender-based violence has witnessed a sharp rise in Pakistan making it a 

serious matter to be addressed (Tasneem, 2016). Thissix-month content 

analysis reveals the frequency and nature of reported acts of VAW in 

Pakistan, in general and in Sindh, in particular. During the survey of the 

newspapers from January to June 2016, different forms of acts of VAW in 

print media were recorded and categorized into seven different types namely 

honour killing / killing, gang rape / rape, physical violence, robbery, suicide, 

and kidnapping.  

The analysis shows that approximately 168 different cases of VAW were 

reported from January to June 2016 in the Daily Kawish. The maximum 

number of cases were registered from the Sindh province i.e. 157, thus taking 

the lead in all sorts of crimes against women. This does not necessarily mean 

that Sindh has the highest rate of VAW as the newspaper particularly focuses 

on Sindh and publishes all major and minor reported cases of VAW in the 

province, whereas the serious cases from other provinces also receive 

attention in the newspaper. Another reason of low reporting from other 

regions is that KPK and Balochistan have remote areas where VAW could be 

higher than other regions but reporting is less likely. Studies also show that in 

conflict ridden areas of Pakistan i.e. KPK and Balochistan, the rate of VAW is 

expected to be higher (See Aurat Foundation, 2011). 

Among the categorized acts of VAW, honour related killings and murders top 

the list.70 cases of young women and girls who were killed in the name of 

honour were reported from January to June 2016. This is followed by the 

cases of physical violence with 27 cases, gang rape/rape with 20 cases, 

suicide and kidnapping with 14 cases each. The cases of honour killing 

witnessed a surge in the month of June with 44 cases, only in one month. 
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Killing in the name of honour 

Honour killing is formally known as Karo Kari (black) in Sindh (Pande, 2002). 

The woman, who has damaged her family’s honour, is declared Kari(black) 

and is liable to be killed by her male family members. The practice of Karo 

Kari is common and frequent in rural and remote areas of Pakistan. It is 

believed that every day one woman becomes victim of this crime only in 

Sindh (The Express Tribune, 2016b). The crime usually goes unpunished as 

the man, who has killed the woman on the suspicion of illicit relations with 

any male, restores the family’s honour by killing the woman (Niaz, 2004). 

These extrajudicial acts are executed in the guise of what has been known as 

traditional, or justice done by the tribal elders (Lari, 2011). 

Not all honour killings are executed in the name of honour alone. This 

tradition is often manipulated and perpetrators use it to settle any score or 

punish the rivals by dishonouring the family through their women. This 

murder is also a way of increasing personal wealth by blackmailing and 

extracting money from the rivals (Hussain, 2006). 

Honour related crimes have constantly been on the rise in Pakistan (BBC, 

2016). Previous reports on honour killing clearly indicate that this problem is 

increasing in the country with a very fast pace. For example, official statistics 

on Karo Kari reveal that about 4000 have been killed in Karo Kari from 1998 

to 2004 (Ali & Gavino, 2008).In their study on honour killing, Nasrullah, 

Haqqi and Cummings (2009) found that honour killing has the highest 

proportion in all homicides in Pakistan i.e. 21 percent. Our analysis from the 

reported cases in the Daily Kawishis also in line with this finding; with 43 

percent, honour related killing stop the list of all acts of VAW. The analysis 

shows that about 70 cases of honour killings were reported from January to 

June 2016 revealing that honour related deaths are becoming alarmingly high 

in Pakistan.  However, the data, analysis and findings are based on reported 

cases, not actual crimes. Thus, the number of such cases might be even higher, 

especially in rigid traditional areas. 

The act of honour killing was not officially punishable in Pakistan until 2004 

(Dawn, 2014). In response to the alarming figures of honour related crimes 

across the country, a law of honour crime was introduced in 2004 awarding 7 

years of imprisonment to the perpetrator. This law had a big loophole as the 

family of the murdered still had the right to pardon the perpetrator. In 2016, 

the parliament attempted to fix the loophole and approved the Anti Honour 

Killing bill. Better than the previous one, this bill also provided the 
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perpetrators an escape if they were awarded death sentence (Gondal, 2017; 

Dawn, 2016b; The Guardian, 2016). 

Despite the fact that patriarchy is deeply rooted in Pakistan society, gender 

relations have been going through a change as a result of globalisation and 

modernisation. Such systems have impacted the status of women positively. 

However, rigid patriarchal systems have resisted the change which threatens 

the basic patriarchal ideology (Zakar et al., 2013). Dominating patriarchal and 

Islamic traditional values have penetrated strongly in the society and are the 

main hurdles for women in accessing and seeking justice (Niaz, 2003).For 

example, in a bid to control the excessive cases of VAW, the government of 

Punjab province passed Women Protection Act which provides women with 

increased protection from domestic, sexual and emotional abuse. Despite the 

alarming statistics of VAW cases in the country, the bill faced huge criticism 

and was rejected by the Ulemas and political leaders who were of the view 

that the bill stands in contrast to the holy Quran and was a threat to the 

family system (Dawn, 2016c; Farooq, 2016; Independent, 2016b; The Nation, 

2016).The situation necessitates a more committed and stronger attitude 

from the state so that it may deal with patriarchy and implement the laws. 

This will help to ensure a liveable life to women. 

Conclusion 

Religious beliefs, attitudes and cultural practices contribute to women’s 

disempowerment and accelerate the incidents of VAW. This has serious 

consequences for women; Pakistan women continue to be the victims of 

heinous crimes against them due to the rigid patriarchal system, which 

permits the use of force to control their lives and conform them to the 

patriarchal values. Women are barred from entering education and 

employment, and violence further constraints their lives and contributes to 

their disempowerment. The six-month analysis of the Daily Kawish reveals 

the incidents of VAW and their frequency. Six major types of VAW were 

categorised which included honour killing / killing, gang rape / rape, physical 

violence, robbery, suicide, and kidnapping. Frequency of these crimes was 

recorded in which a total of 168 cases of VAW were reported from January to 

June 2016. Honour related killings ranked the highest and the maximum 

number of these killings occurred in Sindh province. This is in accordance 

with other studies in which honour killings are the major type of homicide in 

Pakistan. The traditional practice of honour killing is thought to have come 
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from pre-Islamic Arabia has penetrated in the Pakistani society and takes the 

life of at least one woman daily. Our analysis is based on reported cases with 

a focus on a specific region, and it is expected that the frequency of VAW is 

higher in other regions especially in rigid and remote areas where such acts 

are culturally permissible and are less likely to be reported. Despite the fact 

that VAW is widespread in the society, the state’s efforts to improve women’s 

lives do not meet success: acts and bills on women’s protection often meet 

with huge criticisms and apprehensions from religious leaders who believe 

that women are subordinated to men. The situation requires more 

commitment from the state in order to protect women and provide them a 

liveable life. Findings of this study are limited to one newspaper only and we 

suggest that other studies should be carried out to provide a broader view of 

the problem. 

 

References 

Agha, N. (2018). Social security or cultural benefits: Why is son preference 

common in rural Pakistan? Asian Journal of Social Science, 46(1-2), 35-

51. 

Agha, N., Syed, G.K. and Mirani, D.A. (2018). Exploring the representation of 

gender and identity: Patriarchal and citizenship perspectives from the 

primary level Sindhi textbooks in Pakistan. Women's Studies 

International Forum, Vol. 66, 17-24. 

Ali, P.A. and Gavino, M.I.B. (2008). Violence against women in Pakistan: A 

framework for Analysis. Journal-Pakistan Medical Association, 58(4), 

198-203. 

Ali, T.S.,Krantz, G., Gul, R., Asad, N., Johansson, E. and Mogren, I. (2011). 

Gender roles and their influence on life prospects for women in urban 

Karachi, Pakistan: A qualitative study. Global Health Action, 4(1), 

7448. 

Andersson, N., Cockcroft, A., Ansari, U., Omer, K., Ansari, N. M., Khan, A., 

&Chaudhry, U. U. (2010). Barriers to disclosing and reporting violence 

among women in Pakistan: Findings from a National Household 

Survey and focus group discussions. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 

25(11), 1965-1985. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 Dr. Nadia Agha & Zamir Ahmed   

 

112 

Aurat Foundation (2011). Gender-Based Violence in Pakistan: A Scoping Study. 

Aurat Publication and Information Services Foundation. Available at: 

http://af.org.pk/gep/images/deskStudies/GENDER%20BASED%20V

IOLENCE%20-%20R%20PARVEEN%20(2).pdf 

Aurat Foundation (2016). Access to Justice for Survivors of Sexual Assault: A 

Pilot Study. Aurat Publication and Information Services Foundation. 

Baker, N.V.,Gregware, P.R. and Cassidy, M.A. (1999). Family killing fields: 

Honor rationales in the murder of women. Violence Against Women, 

5(2),164-184. 

BBC (2016). ‘Pakistan honour killings on the rise, report reveals.’ Published 

on April 1, 2016. Retrieved from: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-

asia-35943732 

Bates, L.M., Schuler, S.R., Islam, F. and Islam, M.K. (2004). Socioeconomic 

factors and processes associated with domestic violence in rural 

Bangladesh. International Family Planning Perspectives, 190-199. 

Bettencourt, A. (2000) Violence against women in Pakistan. Human Rights 

Advocacy Clinic. 

Bryman, A. (2012). Social Research Methods. Fourth edition. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 

Chaudhary, M.A. (2014). Interpreting Honour Crimes in Pakistan: The Case 

Studies of the Pukhtun and the Punjabi Societies. Anthropos, (H. 1), 

196-206. 

Critelli, F. M. (2010). ‘Women’s rights = human rights: Pakistani women 

against gender violence’. Journal of Sociology & Social Welfare, Vol. 

XXXVII (2), 135-160. 

Dobson, R. (2009). " Honour Killings" Are a Public Health Problem for 

Pakistan. BMJ: British Medical Journal, 338(7697), 739. 

Dawn (2016a). ‘Gender gap index puts Pakistan in second last place.’ 

Published on October 26, 2016. Retrieved from 

http://www.dawn.com/news/1292347 

Dawn (2016b) ‘Pakistan passes anti-honour killings and anti-rape bills.’ 

Published on October 06, 2016. Retrieved from: 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1288177 

http://af.org.pk/gep/images/deskStudies/GENDER%20BASED%20VIOLENCE%20-%20R%20PARVEEN%20(2).pdf
http://af.org.pk/gep/images/deskStudies/GENDER%20BASED%20VIOLENCE%20-%20R%20PARVEEN%20(2).pdf
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-35943732
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-35943732
http://www.dawn.com/news/1292347
https://www.dawn.com/news/1288177


 
 
 
 
 
 
           Pakistan Journal of Criminology 

 
 

113 

Dawn (2016c). ‘Religious parties reject women protection bill.’ Published on 

March 06, 2016. Retrieved from: 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1243896 

 

Dawn (2014). ‘Crimes of ‘honour’.’ Published on November 18, 2014. 

Retrieved from: https://www.dawn.com/news/1145141 

Dube, L. (1998). Trends in kinship and gender relations in South 

Asia.Negotiation and Social Space.A Gendered Analysis of Changing Kin 

and Security Networks in South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa. New 

Delhi: Sage Publications, 87–112. 

 

Dube, L. (2001) Anthropological Explorations in Gender. New Delhi: sage 

Publications. 

Faqir, F. (2001). Intrafamilyfemicide in defence of honour: the case of Jordan. 

Third World Quarterly, 22(1), 65-82. 

Farooq, O. (2016). ‘Women’s Protection Bill – A case of men’s insecurities.’ 

Published in Dawn on May 12, 2016. Retrieved from: 

http://www.dawn.com/news/1245591 

Gondal, M.S. (2017) ‘The history of honour killing laws in Pakistan’. Published 

in Daily Times on February 18, 2017. Retrieved from: 

https://dailytimes.com.pk/28345/the-history-of-honour-killing-

laws-in-pakistan/ 

HRCP (2015).State of Human Rights in 2015. Retrieved from: http://hrcp-

web.org/hrcpweb/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Women_12.pdf 

Hussain, M. (2006). Take my riches, give me justice: A contextual analysis of 

Pakistan's honor crimes legislation. Harv. JL & Gender, 29, p.223. 

 

Independent (2016a). ‘Rampant' violence against women in Pakistan 

revealed as groups fight 'un-Islamic' law against domestic abuse.’ 

Published on April 05, 2016. Retrieved from 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/rampant-violence-

against-women-in-pakistan-revealed-as-groups-fight-un-islamic-law-

against-domestic-a6969311.html 

 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1243896
https://www.dawn.com/news/1145141
http://www.dawn.com/news/1245591
https://dailytimes.com.pk/28345/the-history-of-honour-killing-laws-in-pakistan/
https://dailytimes.com.pk/28345/the-history-of-honour-killing-laws-in-pakistan/
http://hrcp-web.org/hrcpweb/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Women_12.pdf
http://hrcp-web.org/hrcpweb/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Women_12.pdf
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/rampant-violence-against-women-in-pakistan-revealed-as-groups-fight-un-islamic-law-against-domestic-a6969311.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/rampant-violence-against-women-in-pakistan-revealed-as-groups-fight-un-islamic-law-against-domestic-a6969311.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/rampant-violence-against-women-in-pakistan-revealed-as-groups-fight-un-islamic-law-against-domestic-a6969311.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 Dr. Nadia Agha & Zamir Ahmed   

 

114 

Independent (2016b). ‘Anti-domestic violence law to protect women is un-

Islamic, Pakistani advisory group rules.’ Published on March 04, 2016. 

Retrieved from: 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/bill-protecting-

women-against-domestic-violence-is-un-islamic-pakistani-advisory-

group-rules-a6911161.html 

Kazim, S.S. (2016) ‘Unions of the poor.’ Published in Dawn on July 06, 2016. 

Retrieved from: http://www.dawn.com/news/1269319/unions-of-

the-poor.  

 

Lari, M.Z. (2011). A pilot study on: Honour killings' in Pakistan and 

compliance of law. 

 

Meetoo, V. and Mirza, H.S. (2007). There is nothing ‘honourable’ about 

honour killings: Gender, violence and the limits of multiculturalism. 

Women's Studies International Forum, Vol. 30 (3), 187-200. 

 

Mumtaz, K., 2005. Advocacy for an end to poverty, inequality, and insecurity: 

feminist social movements in Pakistan. Gender & Development, 13(3), 

63-69. 

 

Munir, L. Z. (2002). “He is your garment and you are his . . .”: Religious 

precepts, interpretations, and power relations in marital sexuality 

among Javanese Muslim women. Journal ofSocial Issues in Southeast 

Asia, 17, 191-220. 

 

Nasrullah, M., Haqqi, S., and Cummings, K. J. (2009).The epidemiological 

patterns of honour killing of women in Pakistan.European Journal of 

Public Health, Vol. 19 (2), 193-197 

Neuman, W.L. (2013). Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative 

Approaches. Seventh Edition. Edinburgh: Pearson Education. 

Niaz, U. (2003). Violence against women in South Asian countries.Archives of 

Women’s Mental Health,6(3), 173-184. 

Niaz, U. (2004). Women’s Mental Health in Pakistan. World Psychiatry, Vol. 3 

(1), 60-62. 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/bill-protecting-women-against-domestic-violence-is-un-islamic-pakistani-advisory-group-rules-a6911161.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/bill-protecting-women-against-domestic-violence-is-un-islamic-pakistani-advisory-group-rules-a6911161.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/bill-protecting-women-against-domestic-violence-is-un-islamic-pakistani-advisory-group-rules-a6911161.html
http://www.dawn.com/news/1269319/unions-of-the-poor
http://www.dawn.com/news/1269319/unions-of-the-poor


 
 
 
 
 
 
           Pakistan Journal of Criminology 

 
 

115 

Niazi, A.S.K (2015). ‘Dowry abuse: Rigid laws and apathy of lawmakers.’ 

Published in Pakistan Today on October 11, 2015. Retrieved from: 

https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2015/10/11/dowry-abuse/ 

Punjab Commission on the Status of Women (PCSW) (2017).Punjab Gender 

Parity Report 2017.Punjab Commission on the Status of Women. 

Retrieved from: http://pcsw.punjab.gov.pk/system/files/PGPR-

2017%20Final_Compressed.pdf 

Pakistan Today (2017) ‘Police register over 50,000 cases of violence against 

women since 2011.’ Published on December 17, 2017. Retrieved 

from: https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2017/12/17/police-

registers-51241-cases-of-violence-against-women-from-2011/ 

Pande. S. (2002). Violence against Women in Pakistan: Rape and ‘Honour 

Killings’. Himalayan and Central Asian Studies, Vol. 6 (3-4), 69-83. 

Rao, V. (1997). Wife-beating in rural south India: A qualitative and economic 

analysis. Social Science and Medicine, 44(8), 1169–1180. 

 

Saigol, R. (2016). Feminism and the women’s movement in Pakistan: Actors, 

debates and strategies. 

 

Siddiq, H. (2016). ‘Gender-Based Violence in Pakistan.’ Published in Daily 

Times on June 13, 2016. Retrieved from 

http://dailytimes.com.pk/opinion/14-Jun-16/gender-based-violence-

in-pakistan 

Tasneem, N. (2016). ‘Gender based violence.’ Published Pakistan Today on 

January 23, 2016. Retrieved from 

http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2016/01/23/comment/gender-

based-violence-2/ 

The Express Tribune (2017)'93% of Pakistani women experience sexual 

violence'. Published on March 08, 2017. Retrieved from: 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/1348833/93-pakistani-women-

experience-sexual-violence/ 

 

The Express Tribune (2016a). ‘Dowry murder.’ Published on March 25, 2016. 

Retrieved from: https://tribune.com.pk/story/1072192/dowry-

murder/ 

https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2015/10/11/dowry-abuse/
http://pcsw.punjab.gov.pk/system/files/PGPR-2017%20Final_Compressed.pdf
http://pcsw.punjab.gov.pk/system/files/PGPR-2017%20Final_Compressed.pdf
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2017/12/17/police-registers-51241-cases-of-violence-against-women-from-2011/
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2017/12/17/police-registers-51241-cases-of-violence-against-women-from-2011/
http://dailytimes.com.pk/opinion/14-Jun-16/gender-based-violence-in-pakistan
http://dailytimes.com.pk/opinion/14-Jun-16/gender-based-violence-in-pakistan
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2016/01/23/comment/gender-based-violence-2/
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2016/01/23/comment/gender-based-violence-2/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1348833/93-pakistani-women-experience-sexual-violence/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1348833/93-pakistani-women-experience-sexual-violence/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1348833/93-pakistani-women-experience-sexual-violence/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1348833/93-pakistani-women-experience-sexual-violence/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1072192/dowry-murder/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1072192/dowry-murder/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 Dr. Nadia Agha & Zamir Ahmed   

 

116 

 

The Express Tribune (2016b). ‘In Sindh, one woman killed every day in the 

name of honour.’ Published on November 30, 2017. Retrieved from: 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/1572116/1-sindh-one-woman-killed-

every-day-name-honour/ 

The Guardian (2016). ‘Pakistan makes 'honour killings' punishable by 

mandatory prison time.’ Published on October 06, 2016. Retrieved 

from https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/06/pakistan-

honor-killing-law-prison-sentence 

The Nation (2016).‘Deconstructing Women Protection Act’s criticisms and 

apprehensions’. Published on March 09, 2016. Retrieved from 

https://nation.com.pk/09-Mar-2016/deconstructing-women-

protection-act-s-criticisms-and-apprehensions 

UNFPA (United Nations Population Fund) (2000) The State of the World 

Population: Chapter 3, Ending Violence Against Women and Girls. 

Retrieved from:http://www.meforum.org/2646/worldwide-trends-

in-honor-killings 

 

United Nations General Assembly. Declaration on the elimination of violence 

against women.85th Plenary Meeting; 1993 December 20, 1993; 

Geneva. 

 

Wasti, T. H. (2010). The Law on Honour Killing: A British Innovation in the 

Criminal Law of the Indian Subcontinent and its Subsequent 

Metamorphosis under Pakistan Penal Code. A Research Journal of 

South Asian Studies, Vol. 25 (2), 361-411. 

Watts, C. & Zimmerman, C. (2002). Violence against women: global scope and 

magnitude. Lancet, Vol. 539, 1232-1237. 

Zakar, R., Zakar, M.Z. and Kraemer, A. (2013). Men’s beliefs and attitudes 

toward intimate partner violence against women in Pakistan.Violence 

Against Women, 19(2), 246-268. 

 

Table 1 

Month-wise reported cases of violence against women in the Daily Kawish 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/1572116/1-sindh-one-woman-killed-every-day-name-honour/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1572116/1-sindh-one-woman-killed-every-day-name-honour/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/06/pakistan-honor-killing-law-prison-sentence
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/06/pakistan-honor-killing-law-prison-sentence
https://nation.com.pk/09-Mar-2016/deconstructing-women-protection-act-s-criticisms-and-apprehensions
https://nation.com.pk/09-Mar-2016/deconstructing-women-protection-act-s-criticisms-and-apprehensions
http://www.meforum.org/2646/worldwide-trends-in-honor-killings
http://www.meforum.org/2646/worldwide-trends-in-honor-killings


 
 
 
 
 
 
           Pakistan Journal of Criminology 

 
 

117 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Details     Honour Killing/     Gang Rape/ PhysicalRobberySuicide     Kidnapping   

other 

 Murder  Rape  Violence 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

January 2016  8  1      6  1    2 

 2 6 

February 2016  5  2      6  0    2 

 2 3 

March 2016  9  6      7  0    2 

 0 3 

April 2016  14  1      3  0    2 

 4 1 

May 2016  11  3      5  0    1 

 3 0 

June 2016  23  7      5  0    5 

 3 2 

Total   70  20     34  1    14 

 14 15 

 

 

Table 2 

Province-wise and month-wise reported cases of violence against women in 

the Daily Kawish 

 

   Details   Sindh       Punjab Balochistan      KPK GB    

 Abroad 

  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

January 2016  22 0  1         0                0          

1 
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 February 2016             18              2                 0                    000 

March 2016                 23 1              10                00 

April 2016  23               0                 1  0    0     

0 

   May 2016   27               1                   0                     0     0     

0 

   June 2016   44         1         2         0    0     

0 

Total    157         5                   5                        0                 0            

1 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Figure 1 

Bar-chart indicating a six-month summary of reported cases in the Daily 

Kawish 

 

Figure 2 

Pie-chart showing the percentage-wise reported cases of violence against 

women in the Daily Kawish 
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Figure 3 

Graph showing summarised details of reported cases of violence against 

women 
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Abstract 

The 1973 Constitution in Pakistan, grants the right to personal security and political 

security, particularly freedom of speech. Such privileges of the citizens are conditional in 

nature and can be revoked whenever the security of the state, the glory of Islam, public 

order, or incitement to an offence is involved. The government legislated blasphemy laws 

to ensure the glory of Islam in different eras. However, Pakistan citizens were subjected 

to litigation and even death on the plea of blasphemy. This paper is divided into three 

main parts: Part-I deals with the Conceptualisation of Personal and Political Securities. 

Part-II sheds light on the brief critical evolution of blasphemy laws in Pakistan. Part-III 

deals with the various case studies with respect to personal security (life security), 

political security (freedom of speech), and blasphemy laws and offers a conclusion.  

Conceptualisation of Political Security 

Scholarship on security can be divided into two broad camps – traditional 

and non-traditional approaches to what is defined as security. To traditional 

scholars, the security of the state or military security is of primal significance, 

and other types of security are secondary. The latter camp does not 

completely negate the importance of military security, however, it mainly 

emphasises human security – where human beings are a referent object 

(Collins, 2013). Barry Buzan has broadened the scope of security by 

encompassing economic, societal, political, environmental, and military 

security (Anthony &Hasan, 2001; Buzan, 1998). J. L. Austin’s Speech Act 

Theory provided a foundation to erect the structure of the edifice of non-

traditional security (Booth, 2004; Lipschutz, 1995). Relying on this theory, 

Ole Waever says when groups or individuals perceive some threat to their 

existence by the functional actors, and the audience gives meaning to it, the 

securitising agents take notice of such threat, and allocate and mobilise the 

available resources to securitise the referent object against the functional 

actors. According to Speech Act Theory, it is the audience who gives meaning 

to something or somebody or group of people as an existential threat when it 

feels security threats to their core values like life, property, cultural values, or 

other fundamental rights. The securitising agents also takes in cognizance of 
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such existential threats to securitise such threat posed to a referent object 

(Buzan, 1998; Collins, 2013; & Amir, 2013: 63) by allocating and mobilising 

all resources against the functional actors (Collins, 2013: 136). 

 
Figure-1   Various Security Paradigms 

 

 
(Amir & Japal, 2017: 125) 
 

Freedom of speech falls under the purview of political security. Political 
security here is conceived in both micro (individual) and meso (national) 
contexts. For instance, Article 8 of the 1956 Constitution (The Constitution of 
Pakistan, 1956: 3) and Article 9 of the 1962 Constitution of Pakistan (The 
Constitution of Pakistan, 1962: 8) protects the right to ‘freedom of speech’ 
with certain conditions, including that such right should not threaten the 
security of the country, or friendly relations with other states, or sabotage 
public order, undermine moral values, exhibit contempt of court, or incite an 
offence. The 1973 Constitution of Pakistan through the 4th Constitutional 
Amendment added the word Islam in Article 19 to grant freedom of speech to 
citizens. This Constitutional Amendment has restricted this right not to 
misuse speech against the glory of Islam 
Sometimes this political right is misused and people target religious 
dignitaries and their teachings, which lead to threatening the personal 
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protects the right to ‘life or liberty’ save in law. Similarly, Article 9 of the 
1973 Constitution of Pakistan protects the same right.  
It is worth noting that 1973 Constitution of Pakistan safeguards both political 
(right to speech) and personal (life) securities of the citizens in the country 
with certain conditions. Within the non-traditional security framework, this 
discussion may be placed. In Pakistan, the misuse of political right (right to 
speech) is turned into an existential threat to the life (personal security) of 
the person involved in expressing derogatory words against the religious 
dignitaries, or Holy Books or fundamentals of Islam.  The people being 
audience generally perceive this threat to life of the accuser is an existential 
threat in the society. And in this case the functional actor is the inappropriate 
use of the right to speech. In addition, it becomes the responsibility of the 
government of Pakistan responsibility to bring to the violator, and to enforce 
Constitutional provisions and laws regulating freedom of speech (Figure-2). 
 
Figure-2Freedom of Speech, and Personal-cum-Political Security: From 
Speech Act Theory Perspective 
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ambiguity is hidden in the legal system of Pakistan. Section 295 (C) of 

Pakistan Penal Code says:  

“Whoever by words, either spoken or written or by visible representation, or 

by any imputation, innuendo, or insinuation, directly or indirectly, defiles the 

sacred name of the Holy Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) shall be punished with 

death and shall also be liable to fine.” 

This legal provision does not provide proper explanation or the proper status 

of this offence in Sharia –whether it is Hadd, Ta’azir. Other procedural issues 

including the requirement of evidence, the religion of the accused, the 

acceptability of repentance, and a grant of pardon, flowing directly from the 

nature of the offence also remain unsolved in the language of the law. These 

issues are briefly discussed. 

In the pre-colonial Sub-Continent, Sharia was the supreme law for criminal 

and civil disputes. The Code ofFatawa-e-Alamgiriand various other books 

enshrined the laws to regulate the offences of blasphemy and apostasy 

during the Mughal era.  During the rule of Emperor Akbar, the penalty for 

blasphemy was death (Ahmad, 2006: 26). The law was repealed in 1860 with 

the fall of the Mughal Empire in the Sub-Continent (Najjar, 1972). The Britons 

introduced new Codes based on the principles of Civil law and Common law. 

The Indian Penal Code of 1860 was the first code of criminal law.Lord 

Macaulay’s Commission drafted this Code dealing with treason, sedition, and 

spreading hate among the citizens.However, it was silent about blasphemy or 

religious hatred. In 1889, a new Code was introduced to replace the previous 

one, which was still in place in the emerging self-governing states of Pakistan 

and India. Section 153-A of the new Code had a provision regarding offences 

related to religion, race, language etc.1 

Under this new penal provision, many cases were filed for blaspheming the 

Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W). The most renowned in the series of these 

prosecutions was thecase of Raj Pal – the writer of “RangeelaRasool”, who 

was held to be blasphemous. During the trial, the presiding judge of the High 

Court Justice Dilip Singh commented that Section 153-A of the Penal Code did 

not give protection to the honour of religious leaders, so one could not be 

convicted under this law for insulting such religious personalities 

irrespective of the degree of insult (Raj Paul v. Emperor, 1927: 250).This 

acquittal outraged Muslims and resulted in popular demonstrations across 
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India against the government. After the acquittal, a Muslim youth named 

Ghazi Alam Din killed Raj Pal. Such events compelled the government of 

British India to amend the law and insert a provision regarding blasphemous 

libel of religious personalities (Qureshi, 2004: 332-333). For this purpose, a 

new provision was inserted to the Code in 1927 as section 295-A: 

Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the religious 

feelings of any class of His Majesty's subjects by words, either spoken or 

written, or by signs or by visible representations or otherwise, insults or 

attempts to insult the religion or the religious beliefs of that class, shall be 

punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may 

extend to two years, or with a fine, or with both. 

In the post-independence era, Pakistan inherited all existing laws.  In 1956, 

Section 296-A was amended to the extent that for the words “His Majesty’s”, 

“citizens of Pakistan” were inserted. This law more or less remained the same 

until the process known as   “the Islamisation of laws” in the 1980’s during 

the regime of General Zia ulHaq, which deepened obscurantism, intolerance 

and fanaticism in society. 

The first Constituent Assembly passed the Objective Resolution in 1949. It 

enumerated the principles of democracy, freedom, equality and social justice 

and the Divine concept of Sovereignty and delegated it to the State of 

Pakistan through its elected people to be exercised as a sacred trust 

(Rehman, 2002: 63-4). The 1973 Constitution brings all laws into conformity 

with the teachings of the Quran and Sunnah. However, General Zia ulHaq 

took practical steps in the late 80’s (Patel, 1986: 36) by establishing a Federal 

Shariat court, promulgating Hudud Ordinance 1979 and the Evidence Act of 

1870. According to Article 203-D, the Federal Shariat court has the power to 

strike down any law repugnant to the Quran and Sunnah. Since then, this 

court has given its verdict on many laws.This wave of Islamisation affected 

laws pertaining to blasphemous insult, as well by adding five sections to the 

Penal Code.2  Section 295-B and 298-B were added to the Penal Code3which a 

senior lawyer Ismael Qureshi  challenged through a petition filed against the 

government in Federal Shariat Court on the ground that these Sections were 

un-Islamic and the current blasphemy laws did not cover blasphemy against 

the Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W). Thenceduring the proceedings of case, the 

Parliament enacted a new law as section 295-C in 1984, according to which:   
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Whoever by words, either spoken or written, or by visible representation or 

by any imputation, innuendo, or insinuation, directly or indirectly, defiles the 

sacred name of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) shall be 

punished with death, or imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine 

 The  petitioners  (Ismael Qureshi  Advocate  and  others)  were  not  happy  

with  the  second part  of  the  penal  clause  of  the  enactment  that  provided  

life  imprisonment.  Their contention was that, under Sharia, blasphemy of 

the Prophet (S.A.W) is punishable with death and no other punishment. On 

this ground, they filed another petition in the Federal Shariat Court and 

prayed that this part of the enactment be stricken down (Qureshi, 2004: 41-

44). The Court accepted the petition and held that according to Sharia, the 

only punishment provided for the blasphemy of the Prophet (S.A.W) is death 

and no other sentence.4This enactment acted as bedrock personal security 

issues by putting circumstantial evidence and situation to dust and 

navigating this offence to hadd which is against the basic tenant of Sharia 

among scholars. 

 

(1)Hadd, Ta’azir and Siyasah under the Penal System of Pakistan 

The Penal Code and other criminal laws categorise offences into Hadd, 

Ta’azir and Qisas but do not mention the offence of Siyasah. It does not mean 

that the latter does not exist. In fact, the majority of the offences are covered 

by this category; the difference being that of terminology. The word Ta’azir 

used in the Penal Code denotes only the notion of crime or offence, as 

understood in secular laws. Section 40 of the Pakistan Penal Code defines 

offence as “a thing made punishable by this Code”. Section 4(O) of the 

Criminal Procedure Code says: “Offence means any act or omission made 

punishable by any law for the time being in force.” 

In modern law, the terms “crime” and “offence” are normally used 

synonymously, though a slight difference exists between the two.5 Crime is 

considered as an act or omission that has a particularly harmful effect on the 

public. The state is regarded as the defender of public rights (Smith and 

Hogan, 2002: 17). This is the main difference between a civil wrong and an 

offence – the former one being an individual wrong. As a logical consequence, 

it is the state that initiates proceedings against the offender or accused 

(though, in many instances the victim may also join as a party). The state 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 Dr. Amir Ullah Khan, Mr. Sana Ullah & Mr. Kamran Abdullah 127 

remains a party to proceedings – having the right to withdraw from the 

prosecution and to grant a pardon. Being public wrongs or wrongs done to 

the rights of society; the state has the authority to act as defender of these 

rights. For practical reasons, all crimes pertain to the rights of the state in 

modern law. The rights of the individual could be a tort or civil wrong, but 

not a crime, though an individual might have been wronged during the 

course of it. 

While  enacting  the  Indian  Penal  Code,  which  is  now  there  in  the  form  

of the Pakistan one. The framers of the Penal Code produced it asamodel in 

modern sense instead of evaluating it from Islamic point of view. Because 

secular elements drafted The Pakistan Penal Code and Islamic scholars had 

no role to play its formulation.. Every citizen has the duty to comply with the 

existing laws, obey and respect these laws. In an Islamic state, same duty 

towards state is expected, and negligence in this duty leads to offence against 

the state, and ultimately entails punishment.It is therefore worth to note that 

in Islamic law, offence pertaining to  thisright  of  state against its citizens is 

called Siyasah and not Ta’azir. The controversy could be solved to a larger 

extent, when a substantive part of this Code is taken to be Siyasah offences. It 

does not mean that we can straight away replace the word Ta’azir by Siyasah, 

because the Code also recognises Ta’azir offences as enunciated by Sharia. In 

the process of Islamisation of laws, certain provisions were inserted into the 

Penal Code, known as Ta’azir. In the true sense of Sharia, they are Ta’azir 

offences, as well. One such provision is Section 302 (b) of the PPC. It reads: 

Whoever commits Qatl-e-Amd (murder) shall, subject to the provisions of this 

Chapter be:  

a. Punished with death as Qisas 

b. Punished with death or imprisonment for life as ta'zir having regard 

to the facts and circumstances of the case, if the proof in either of the forms 

specified in Section 304 is not available; or   

c. Punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which 

may extend to twenty five years, where according to the Injunctions of Islam 

the punishment of qisas is not applicable. 

Subsequent provisions of the Code (Sec. 309 and 310) explain the waiver of 

Qisas punishment. These are all the characteristics of Ta’azir offences. Being 

the right of the individual; it can be waived by him or he can accept blood 
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money for it.To sum up the controversy of Ta’azir and Siyasah in the Penal 

Code, the following points could be gathered: 

a. The Penal Code is generally regarded as the code of Ta’azir offences, 

which is not true. It has both Ta’azir and Siyasah offences. 

b. There have been some offences in the Code right from the beginning, 

though not specifically termed as Ta’azir offences, have all the characteristics 

of Ta’azir.  They include offences affecting the human body and defamation.  

c. There are some offences that are Ta’azir offences, and the Code has 

also specifically termed them as such e.g. 302 (b) and offences regarding 

bodily hurt.   

d. The rest of the offences are, in fact, Siyasah offences, though the term 

Siyasah cannot be found in the Code. 

Siyasah offences relate to the rights of the state and not the individual or 

Allah.  The Code mentions a variety of offences like conspiracy, offences 

against the State, offences against public tranquillity, offences by or relating 

to public servants, offences relating to elections, false evidence and offences 

against public justice, offences against coins and government stamps, weights 

and measures, public decency and morals and so on. All these offences do not 

involve the right of the individual. In modern law they could be termed as 

public wrongs or simply crimes, while, in Islamic law, they are public wrongs, 

but come squarely under the category of Siyasah. Siyasah can be established 

even by circumstantial evidence. So offences mentioned in the Hudud 

Ordinances under the category of Ta’azir are in fact Siyasah offences. 

Various Case Studies, Freedom of Speech and Blasphemy Laws 

This section is a short critical appraisal of the implementation of blasphemy 

laws in connection with the freedom of speech based upon some case studies. 

These laws are being used against minorities and deliberation is needed to 

ensure their proper implementation. The misuse of blasphemy laws has not 

been minority specific. Naeem Shakir, a Pakistani lawyer involved as a 

defence lawyer in high profile cases about blasphemy, criticises the present 

state of affairs: 

The minorities in Pakistan have already suffered seriously on account of 

sectarian legislation and thrown non-Muslim citizens out of the mainstream 

of national life… The claim of the minorities as equal citizens is at stake. The 

life and property of people in minority community is no longer safe.  A sense 
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of insecurity is growing fast among the minorities. The Christians are being 

roped in false cases under the blasphemy law (Shakir, 1999). 

One example is Chand Barkat, a Christian bangle vendor in Karachi, who was 

charged with blasphemy by a co-bangle vendor because of professional 

jealousy. It was alleged that he used derogatory language against the Prophet 

Muhammad (S.A.W) and his mother. The Sessions Court acquitted Chand 

Barkat for lack of evidence. 

Another example is the case of Gull Masih of Faisalabad, who was charged 

under section 295-C for using profane language against the Prophet (S.A.W) 

and his wives in 1991.  This case emerged from an alleged quarrel over the 

repair of a street water tap. Masih was tried under the blasphemy law and 

sentenced to death by the trial Court. The conviction was set aside and he 

was ultimately acquitted by the High Court. After his release, he felt 

threatened, as religious fundamentalists had warned of dire consequences.  

He was kept under tight securityandlater, took asylum in Germany. 

Similarly, Salamat Masih, Manzoor Masih and Rehamat Masih, were charged 

with writing sacrilegious remarks against the Prophet (S.A.W) on the wall of 

the mosque in their village. The court, on the request of defendants, provided 

police guards to escort the accused to and from the court. Naeem Shakir’s 

advocate says that, on June 5, 1994 these three accused were brought back by 

the police guards to his office, and after staying for about half an hour they 

left. After a few moments, armed religious militants with guns attacked them. 

Manzoor Masih died on the spot, while the other two and their escort 

sustained grievous injuries. The Sessions Court convicted the remaining two 

and awarded them death. The High Court acquitted them declaring that there 

was no evidence. One of the senior judges of the Division Bench was later 

assassinated by religious extremists, which is now widely thought to be a 

consequence of acquitting the two Christians “blasphemers” (Dawn, 

December 2, 2010). 

Another case involved Naimat Ahmar, who was a Christian teacher and a poet 

who was murdered by Farooq Ahmad. Ahmad killed him because the 

deceased had reportedly used highly insulting remarks against Islam and the 

Prophet Mohammed (S.A.W). Nevertheless, no case of blasphemy was 

registered against him. Farooq Ahmad was charged with murder, made a 
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confession before the court and was sentenced to fourteen years’ 

imprisonment (Shakir, 1999). 

The most famous and high profile case of blasphemy in Pakistan, which has 

ever been registered, is that of Ayub Masih. He was charged under 295-C of 

Pakistan Penal Code in 1996, for using derogatory language against the 

Prophet (S.A.W).  It was alleged that he said Muslims should read Salman 

Rushdie’s Satanic Verses to see his reality and the reality of their religion; 

charges that Ayub Masih has always denied. He and the Christian community 

residing in that area alleged the charges as the outcome of a land dispute. 

During the trial court proceedings, Masih was shot and injured by the 

complainant party. The Court of Session later convicted and awarded the 

murderer as death penalty.. The High Court upheld the judgement and his 

sentence. On August 15, 2002, a three member bench of the Supreme Court 

acquitted Ayub Masih of blasphemy charges and ordered his immediate 

release (BBC, 15th August, 2002). 

Masih’s case attracted international attention. On October 8, 2001, the 

Commission on Human Rights Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 

submitted a petition to the United Nations alleging that his “arrest, trial, 

incarceration, and death sentence violate fundamental rights and freedoms 

guaranteed to Mr. Masih under international law”. In July 2002, 12 U.S. 

Senators sent a letter to the President of Pakistan urging him to use his 

constitutional powers to grant pardon to Ayub Masih.6Jubilee Campaign, a 

British human rights group also helped support his case (Faith under Fire, 

15th August 2002). In the above-mentioned petition, filed by the Human 

Rights Working Group, it was urged: 

Even if arresting, convicting, and sentencing Mr. Masih was carried out in 

accordance with section 295-C, the Government of Pakistan still violated 

Article 18 because the law itself is incompatible with the Universal  

Declaration… (Saying) “everyone has the right to freedom of thought, 

conscience, and religion; this right includes… either alone or in community 

with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in 

teaching, practice, worship, and observance”. Section 295-C only prohibits 

the blaspheming of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). It does not protect other 

faiths… such legislation should not be discriminatory and should not give rise 

to abuse.7 
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The study of the above cases is one side of the story. However, even if we 

presume that all these case were false and malicious, they were the outcome 

of personal grievances and those who were accused therein were innocent. In 

strict terms, it has not been the law that was misused, but the society or some 

individuals, who took the law in their own hands. The judges and the law 

enforcing agencies might have been pressured and threatened, but despite all 

that none of the accused has been ultimately punished. Some of them have 

been acquitted at the trial stage, while others by the appellate courts. In all 

cases, the accused have claimed to be innocent, and the same has been 

decreed by the courts of law. If someone has lost his life or sustained injuries, 

it is not because of the law.  In fact, the loss of life has been a violation of the 

law.  If the law of blasphemy would not have been there, the results might 

have been worse. In a highly emotional issue like this one, prompt arrest of 

the accused and his detention for some time gives a sort of relief to those 

who are outraged. According to one report, in the sixteen years since the 

blasphemy law has was written, no more than fifteen cases of blasphemy 

have been registered against Christians or other minorities, and no one has 

been convicted (Qureshi, 2004: 403). 

The fact cannot be denied that after the promulgation of these laws, fewer 

people have lost their lives because of blasphemy charges compared to the 

pre-promulgation era, not only after the creation of Pakistan, but also during 

British control of India. Raj Pal, Nathu Ram, the wife of one of the majors in 

the British army and many others lost their lives due to their involvement in 

blaspheming the Prophet (S.A.W) include. Even in the West, those who have 

blasphemed the Prophet (S.A.W) have paid a price, especially in recent years. 

Dutch filmmaker Theo van Gogh, who made a controversial film about 

Islamic culture, was stabbed and shot dead in Amsterdam.8Salman Rushdie is 

kept under tight security, and when the situation intensifies, he goes 

underground. It is also said that he has escaped many assassination 

attempts.9To blame the laws of Pakistan for extra judicial executions or 

threats is a hollow assertion, especially when no one has been awarded the 

death sentence under these laws to date. In fact, the blasphemy law has 

provided protection from such malformations of justice. 

Conclusion  
The aforementioned discussion clearly manifests that although the law is not 
responsible for the loss of life, still it cannot escape the responsibility of 
curtailing liberties; as many people have been behind bars for a considerable 
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time before at last being acquitted. This prevailing issue of dilemma of 
freedom of speech, blasphemy, and personal security needs appropriate 
attention. The procedural anomalies in the legal system of Pakistan need 
overhauling. The process of investigation is still carried out in a traditional 
non-scientific manner.  Corruption is rampant10 in the justice system. Social 
and political pressure is still a vital player not only for police, but also 
sometimes in the courts. The courts are overburdened.  Cases of a petty 
nature take years to settle. In a situation like this, one can expect widespread 
misuse of law, complicated, lengthy and costly procedures, suffering of 
ordinary citizens and a devastating law and order situation. Thus, it is not 
only in the area of blasphemy that the law is being misused; but also in other 
offences under different laws of the country. This paradoxical prevailing 
inter-relationship among political right to expression of speech, personal 
security of life, and blasphemy laws needs serious attention of academia, 
government, and general public on the country. 
 In nut shell, instead of repealing this law, there is need to educate the 

general masses of the society about their freedom of speech being a political 

right and about the law and its impact on their personal security. 

Notes  
                                                           
1
 According to it “promoting enmity between different groups on grounds of religion, race, 

place of birth, residence, language, etc., and doing acts prejudicial to maintenance of 

harmony” was regarded as an offence punishable by up to two years of imprisonment and 

a fine. 

(See https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1569253) 
2
 These are Sections 295-B, 295-C, 298-A, 298-B, and 298-C:295-B  [President’s Order 1 

of (1982) Ordinance (1 of 1982) dated 18.3.1982]; 295-C [Criminal Law (Amendment) 

Act, (111 of 1986), S. 2.]; 298-A  [Pakistan Penal Code (Second Amendment) Ordinance 

(XLIV of 1980), S.2]; 298-B  [(Prohibition and Punishment) Ordinance XX of 1984]; 

&298-C  [(Prohibition and Punishment) Ordinance XX of 1984]  
3
 These provisions were inserted under Ordinance 1 of 1982 and Criminal Law 

(Amendment) Act (III of1986) 
4
 See Judgement of Federal Shariat Court in Petition 1/L of 1984 and 

6/L Mohammad Ismael Qureshi v. Islamic Republic of Pakistan and 

others. PLD 1991 FSC 10. 
5
Minor and petty nature wrongs e.g. violation of traffic laws is never regarded as a crime, 

but offence. Offence is a general and wider term, while crime is more specific. Thus, all 

the crimes are offences, but not vice versa. 
6
 Freedom Now: Freeing Prisoners of Conscience through Legal, Political and Public 

Relations Advocacy at http://www.freedom-now.org/masih.php. 
7
 In Mr.Habibullah and Others v. Government of Pakistan, the Working Group found the 

conviction of members of the Ahmadi minority faith under § 295C to be a violation of the 

right to freedom of religion and conscience under Article 18 of the Universal Declaration. 

See E/CN.4/1997/4/Add.1, Decision No. 10/1996, Adopted 23 May 1996, at 5(e) 

https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1569253


 
 
 
 
 
 
 Dr. Amir Ullah Khan, Mr. Sana Ullah & Mr. Kamran Abdullah 133 

                                                                                                                                                  
8
 Gunman kills Dutch film director at 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/3974179.stm. 
9
 Source www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Salman_Rushdie. 

10
 See Transparency International’s Report on www.transparency.org.pk/. 
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Abstract 

Radicalization, sectarianism, and violence have affected the youth more than any other 

age groups in district Dera Ismail Khan. The district had a peaceful and diverse 

community until late 1990s. Its residents came from diverse ethnic, religious, and 

sectarian backgrounds. Sectarianism and later terrorism disturbed the much-cherished 

peace and diversity of the district. The War on Terror, the operations in Waziristan, the 

arrival of IDPs, and local politics based on religious and sectarian lines increased youth’s 

susceptibility to radicalization and marred the peace and diversity in the district. The 

government’s counter radicalization strategy was largely based in panel law enforcement. 

On the other hand, there is considerable scope for community level involvement for 

countering radicalization among the youth. There is need to empower the youth as active 

participants to counter the radical narratives, and to check their susceptibility to violence. 

Accordingly, there is need for investments in their institutional capacity building. 

Key words: Radicalization, Sectarianism, violence, youth, War on Terror, DIKhan. 

Introduction 

The aim of this article is to understand the conditioning factors of youth’s 

susceptibility to radicalization and violence in the district Dera Ismail Khan 

(D.I.Khan), Khyber-Pukhtunkhwa, Pakistan. The study was designed with a 

view to understand the problem at hand from the point of view of subjects 

i.e., the people of D.I.Khan, and further to enhance policy guidance. To this 

aim the study a) focuses on uncovering the triggers/conditions that make 

youth (of different backgrounds and profiles) at-risk of becoming radicalized 

and; b) explores grievances of the youth about their current social, political, 

economic and cultural status, and how to addressing and redressing these 

grievances. 

It needs to be mentioned at the outset that the scope of the study is limited. 

Academically it is a brief ethnographic study. Its target area was one district 

and selected sub-divisions. However, because no empirical literature was 

available as a prior vantage ground, this study has tried to break the ground 

by exploring the broader contours of youth’s susceptibility to radicalization 

in D.I.Khan.  
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Geographically, D.I. Khan enjoys a unique position as it abuts on the 

Punjab province to the east, and South Waziristan tribal agency and Tank 

district in the west. In the north it borders with Bannu and Laki Marwat 

districts, and in the south it shares border with Balochistan province. 

However, its strategic location has lately become a challenge to peace in the 

society.(Raza, Rafi, & Shah, 2016, p. 34) 

In the wake of the War on Terror, especially since the first drone 

attack in 2004 on Nek Mohammad and his commanders in South Waziristan 

after which the Tehrik e Taliban Pakistan (TTP) began to form, D.I. Khan 

became one of the most geo-strategically and security-wise crucial districts of 

Pakistan. Its very geography made it crucial to national and local security 

plans. Moreover, its diverse demography but troubled socio-economic 

conditions ostensibly made D.I. Khan a crucial ground to fight the War on 

Terror. Accordingly, D.I. Khan comes to host a large encampment of army that 

is tasked to ensure peace in southern tribal agencies and frontier region as 

well as to maintain communication with Balochistan’s army encampments.  

As the War on Terror prolonged, its violent effects began to emerge in both 

the tribal areas and settled districts of KP. For D.I. Khan the violent effects 

become visible by 2007, and by next year, D.I. Khan became one of the most 

violence-torn districts in KP. Although much of this violence took place on 

religious-sectarian and ethnic fault lines, there were many other factors that 

directly and indirectly fed into the tensed environment and violence. Many 

peaceful and affluent families, as well as non-Muslim minorities, began to 

move out to the Punjab. Later with the South Waziristan operation (2009) 

hundreds of thousands of IDPs began to pour into DIKhan. At the end of the 

operation many chose not to return to their homes, thus causing impact on 

the already tensed demographic fault lines of the district. In other words, the 

predominantly Pushtun IDPs added to district’s Pushtun population, while 

causing alarm among Seraikis and Urdu speakers. 

With violence on the rise, the government began to implement a 

massive securitization plan for the urban areas of D.I. Khan. Army and FC 

check posts were set up on all routes leading in and out of the city. The 

security check-posts along with patrolling armored vehicle, in a way, posed 

an ominous challenge to the fundamental right of freely moving about in the 

city. As a part of the security plan, the cantonment area, with all its 

recreational facilities was closed down to the general public, and especially to 



136 

 
 
 
 

 
 Syed Sami Raza 

 

young men. Because the cantonment area lies between the city and the river 

Indus, the recreational facilities on the riverbank also went closed down.  

Moreover, the security plan also cast adverse impact on district level 

sports and recreational activities. For instance, the famous Polo Ground, 

which for a long time remained one of the central play grounds for youth, as 

well as host to big circuses and festivals every year, was taken over by the 

army and closed down to civil recreation activities. Moreover, due to fear of 

bomb attacks on public gatherings, government discouraged sports events. 

Later with a suicide bomb attack on a volleyball match in neighboring Laki 

Marwat district, in which more than hundred persons were killed, bore out 

government conviction. Sports activities gradually began to dwindle.  

Interestingly, not everyone in the society was on the loss regarding 

securitization, reduction of recreation, and limitation of sports. These 

measures had indirect but consequential impact on the local political stage. 

For instance, the Islamic political parties, especially the Jamiat Ulema e Islam-

Fazlur Rehman (JUI-F), benefited from these conditions. JUI-F draws its 

support base from conservative religious sections of the society of DIKhan. 

Much of its young stalwarts come from madrasas, which have not only 

increased but also strengthened over the past decade. Its political and 

religious support base lies in the rural areas of DIKhan. However, its urban 

support base is not as strong, partly because the urban youth get attracted to 

liberal and secular parties like Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) and People’s 

Party (PPP). They are well educated, thanks to Gomal University, and they 

know well about their fundamental freedoms. They also have the potential to 

organize political activism for their rights and freedoms. However, now that a 

securitized environment is in place in the city, the youth seem frustrated 

about their freedoms. While on the other hand, the religious political parties 

like JUI-F see it as favorable condition to attract youth supporters. We know 

that during Zia ulHaq’s regime, when freedoms and rights were limited, the 

religious political parties benefited the most and drew the youth to their 

offices. 

It is worth emphasizing again that the War on Terror led to adverse 

impact on the sectarian and ethnic fault lines of the district. Although D.I. 

Khan is a diverse district, with Seraikis, Pushtuns, and Urdu speakers living 

together with cross-cutting religious-sectarian affiliations, its diversity, 

however, has become a bane to peace and abundance, leading to violent 
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conflicts. In these conflicts youth have been one of the most affected age 

groups. And they are affected in different ways: physically, psychologically, 

morally, and financially or employment-wise. This study will focus, directly 

and at times indirectly, on these different ways in which the youth of D.I. 

Khan has suffered.  

Research Methodology 

The study is based in an ethnographic research methodology. We aim to 

observe the given problem—the susceptibility to radicalization and violence 

among youth in Dera Ismail Khan—from the point of view of the subject of 

the study. In more explanatory words, the method involves an engagement in 

the community to read the culture of the problem and what conditions it. We 

use expert observation and semi-structured interviews as our tool to study 

the culture or setting of the problem. We are also interested in figuring 

people’s perception about the problem, i.e., youth’s susceptibility to 

radicalization and violence. In other words, we approach the problem 

through the understanding of subjects, before we put the problem to our own 

analysis. 

This ethnographic method suits the larger aim of the study, which is to make 

sense of the conditions of susceptibility rather than measure the levels of 

youth radicalization. The study endeavors to understand the nature of drivers 

of youth radicalization. The study does not claim to show how far radicalized 

are the youth in district D.I.Khan. Measuring empirical value of the level of 

radicalization is beyond the scope of this study, just as it is inadvisable to do 

in the present security-sensitive time.  

What is Radicalization? 

This study gives a broader definition of the socio-political phenomenon of 

radicalization. This definition is based on our understanding of radicalization 

in the context of field research in D.I.Khan. Radicalization is a socio-political 

attitude that involves group identity formation and unwillingness to 

negotiate discursive public space or simply political space with others. It is an 

attitude that potentially leads to violent imposition of ones beliefs and 

thoughts on others. (Raza et al., 2016) 

Based on this definition we identify and analyze the following 

triggers/drivers of radicalization in D.I.Khan: geographic proximity to the 
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war-torn Waziristan, fragmented ethnic diversity, securitization and 

shrinking of democratic public space, closing down of sports and recreating 

facilities, religiosity and sectarianism, unemployment and the arrival of IDPs, 

and religious symbolism in local politics. 

 

Susceptibility to Radicalization and Violence Among the Youth in 

D.I.Khan 

I. “DeraPhulaanDaSehra”: The Nostalgia for Peace 

D.I.Khan has been a peaceful district up until 1990s.Peace was 

disturbed, though partially, with the outburst of sectarian violence. Although 

sectarian violence began to take its roots in this decade (1990s), the society 

had not yet fallen victim to the form of violence we see today. It is in the next 

decade with the War on Terror, and the resulting military operations in the 

neighboring federal agency of South Waziristan, that the conditions and 

triggers of radicalization and violence increase. Today the people of D.I. Khan 

complainaboutan ever-present existential fear in their everyday life. In our 

interviews we heard, especially from parents and the elderly, who recalled 

and longed for the bygone days of peace. Moreover, they expressed their 

concern about the young generation that is growing up in an environment of 

fear and violence.  

Many residents recalled the peace in past with the famous slogan or 

catchphrase attached to the name of the district, “Dera Phulaan Da Sehra” 

(Dera, The Garland of Flowers). For many residents, the catchphrase 

highlights peace as the self-evident and most-notable characteristic of the 

district, a truism in fact. In Pakistan many districts are famous for one or 

other characteristic of their social life. D.I.Khan has been famous for its 

peaceful, diverse, and accommodative society, especially while taking into 

account its geographical proximity to the restive Pakistan-Afghanistan 

borderland. It had also been famous for the sociable nature of its inhabitants, 

once again when compared to the rough and unruly tribes of the neighboring 

borderland. A local senior social activist, commenting on the notably 

characteristics of the district, proudly described the people “sociable, good-

humored, and compassionate, who felt for others.” Since these qualities had 

been related for a long time they began to be perceived as generalized 

qualities of the local people. 
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However, residents agree that the contemporary society does not 

enjoy the blessing of peace anymore. Sectarianism, religiosity, and terrorism 

have eclipsed the peaceful life. It is worth emphasizing that the disturbance of 

peace is not an ordinary one. It is rather critical one because it has caused 

existential threat to the fundamental human right of life. A local resident, for 

instance, said, “Now no one’s life is safe.” Similarly, a local college teacher 

said, “There used to be food parties, other programs, and festivities, but now 

everybody is fearful of everybody else. We are scared for our lives.” These 

descriptions remind us of Hobbesian state of nature, which we see today in its 

modern form. What is more worrisome about the disturbance of peace is that 

the most affected are the youth. Many local parents express their basic fear 

for the safety of their children when the latter are sent to educational 

institutions or recreation and sports. One parent for instance said, “When my 

child goes outside of house I pray that he return home safely.”   

It is important to notice that the local youth have suffered the most in 

incidents of violence. This suffering is evident from figures of casualties 

(deaths and injuries) in different incidents of violence. Let us see a few 

examples. In July 2007 a suicide bombing attack took place on the local police 

recruitment center at the Police Line. This bombing killed more than two 

dozen young men and injuring many more who had come for recruitment 

screening test (Roberts, 2011). In 2008 a suicide bomber targeted a group of 

protesters who had gathered outside the District Headquarter hospital. They 

were protesting against a targeted sectarian killing of a young man at a local 

Utility store. In the incident 32 young men were killed and 55 more injured 

(“Suicide bomber hits D.I. Khan hospital,” 2008). Some of the survivors we 

met during our fieldwork were have either amputated limbs or other major 

disabilities. One brave young man lost both of his arms, but he did not lose 

heart and today he works with Associated Press. It is also worth making a 

point that the suicide bomber was also a young man. He is report to be 20 

years old. Hence we can see how both the aggressor and the victims were all 

young men. The incident also highlights that young men have been at the 

forefront of the agitation politics (i.e., protests against targeted killings). 

Today the residents of D.I. Khan recall the bygone days of peace with 

a sigh of nostalgia. A local psychiatrist, for instance, recalled: 

A decade ago D.I. Khan was quite peaceful. Bazaars would remain 

open till mid-night, and the famous Topaan Wala bazaar would 
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remain open throughout night. Cantonment would remain open and 

its parks would remain open. There were also a number of sports 

grounds that would be open.  

Similarly, a student of a local degree college said, “There was a time that 

Topaanwala bazaar remained open until mid-night. We would return on our 

bicycles safely. But now parents advise us to return home by sunset.  

The environment of insecurity in the district grew with the military operation 

(2009) in neighboring South Waziristan. Given its geographic location 

D.I.Khan was one of the major strategic gateways to South Waziristan agency 

for army transportation and communication. On the other hand, a large 

number of IDPs from South Waziristan also arrived in D.I. Khan because it 

was the first major city-stops for them. Here they either stayed in 

government camps or moved on to their next destinations. The rich among 

them rented houses, purchased agricultural land, and/or started small 

businesses. 

With the War on Terror, and especially after the arrival of IDPs, a public 

debate began about poverty, unemployment, ethnic nationalism, and 

sectarianism. The debate strengthened as the security conditions 

deteriorated. Even though it is difficult to prove empirically how far IDPs 

really caste negative impact on the local economy, the people believe that 

IDPs considerably did. A number of our local interviewees even blamed the 

perceived increase in crimes in the society on IDPs. They also complained 

about the disturbance of ethnic and sectarian demographic equation with the 

arrival of IDPs. One interviewee said that the arrival of IDPs negatively 

impacted on the “Derawal” identity. We’ll return to this aspect soon.  

II. Educational Institutions: The Lack of Creative Learning Environment  

Indeed educational institutions have considerable role in enhancing 

the quality of social life of a society, especially by providing creative learning 

environments. Modern teaching methods encourage interactive and creative 

learning. The Higher Education Commission of Pakistan (HEC) also 

encourages modern teaching methods in a number of ways by introducing 

semester system, new syllabi, enhanced attention to extra-curricular 

activities, and the best teacher awards. Over the past decade, with efforts of 

HEC to improve quality of higher education, the teaching environment is fast 

transforming across the country. Accordingly, we endeavored to know 
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whether this change is taking place in D.I,Khan’s educational institutions as 

well, and to what extent this change helps to reduce youth’s susceptibility to 

radicalization and violence.  

Even though it is difficult to establish a causal relationship between 

creative learning environment and reduction of susceptibility to 

radicalization with the data we collected, however, we can know people’s 

perception and lived-experience about the relationship of creative learning 

environment with the susceptibility to radicalization. In other words, we can 

give a rough co-relation, especially in the backdrop of our definition of 

radicalization as unwillingness to negotiate discursive public space or simply 

political space with other members of society. We can find this co-relation in 

an incisive statement of a local psychiatrist. While explaining how the youth 

of D.I. Khan are faced with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) he said: 

“Extra-curricular activities are significant for mental and personality 

development…It reduces students’ depressions and deprivations.”  

Although the numbers of educational institutions in D.I. Khan have increased 

over the past decade, there is hardly any educational institution that provides 

opportunity of creative learning environments for its students. It is 

interesting to notice that a majority of our interviewees both students and 

parents said that the quality of education has not improved over the past 

decade, rather has further deteriorated. Most of the students informed us 

(both male and female student in degree colleges and Gomal University) that 

they couldn’t take part in extra-curricular activities because such activities 

are not encouraged anymore. Teachers and administration excused that the 

security situation did not allow carrying out extra-curricular activities and 

community service. Although there hasn’t been much attention paid to extra-

curricular activities in colleges and Gomal University for long time, the two 

attacks on educational institutions in KP (at APS, 2014, and Abdul Wali Khan 

University, 2015) led to formally stopping of all extracurricular activities that 

involve students’ gatherings. Similarly, Peshawar University, the leading 

oldest university in the province, issued a formal letter to all departments to 

stop extracurricular activities like study tours, parties, Meena Bazaars, stage 

dramas, sports events, and various other activities. Other universities in the 

province followed suit.  

Insecurity is the single most crucial factor resulting in the shrinking of 

creative learning environment in higher educational institutions. This factor 
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is affecting educational institutional all over the country, but in D.I. Khan due 

to its proximity to South Waziristan agency, insecurity looms large as an 

existential threat. During the red alert time period the local government 

requires the educational institutions to provide enhanced security or remain 

closed off. For instance after the attack at Abdul Wali Khan University a 

number of higher education institutions in the district chose to close off 

because they couldn’t meet the security requirements. On the other hand due 

to insecurity parents choose not to send their children to far away 

educational institutions. For instance, one parent said, “Distance of school or 

college from home is crucial. We see which institution is the closest. Unless its 

education standard is poor, we’d prefer to send our children there.” Similarly 

a local doctor said: “When we choose an institution for our child we first see 

how much secure is that institution. What is its security plan? We don’t want 

to send our children to a place where they are not safe. The qualifications of 

teachers and merit scores of a school are now secondary.” 

Creative learning environment inside and outside the classroom is 

increasingly diminishing. Responding to a question regarding extra-curricular 

activities in his institution, a college teacher made a curious remark, “You ask 

about extracurricular activities. I think if we could carry out our regular 

classes, that will be enough.” In each male and female public degree colleges 

and Gomal University teachers lamented that extra-curricular activities were 

not taking place for quite some time. Some nostalgically recalled the extra-

curricular activities of their time. For instance a female teacher recalled 

several events like Meena Bazaar, Parents Days, Annual Day or Pakistan Day, 

Women’s Day, Study excursions, and Sports Day that would take place when 

she was a student. She further said that now college administration does not 

take interest in extra-curricular and creative activities, even though students 

wish to organize such activities. A local social activist remarked, 

“Extracurricular activities are passing through bad times. Parents feel suspect 

of any such activities. They want their children to take classes and come back 

home.” A local lawyer pointed to another important aspect of the lack of 

extra-curricular activities: “Nowadays there are institutions housed in small 

rented houses. So what do we expect from them in terms of extracurricular 

and sports activities.” Moreover, a number of teachers also admitted that 

their institutions don’t have arts and science clubs/societies. And there are 

also no teacher-student centers for outside-the-class interaction.  
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In order to reduce youth’s tendency to radicalization and violence 

through educational institutions, some society members provided interesting 

suggestions as well. For instance, a local lawyer commenting on why parents 

have to send their children to the neighborhood madrasa for learning Islamic 

precepts and reading Islamic texts is that there is no arrangement at their 

regular schools: “I say it with regret that there is no teaching in morals and 

ethics in our institutions or their curriculum. I would stress that there is need 

for introducing a chapter on ethics in curriculum.” A local teacher suggested 

that there should also be community-volunteering credit hours in the 

institutions. Another teacher suggested that just like HEC’s program that 

sends PhD candidates to developed countries for six months, there should be 

a similar program for college teachers to learn more about new teaching 

methods as well as advanced administration skills. 

Creative learning environment is also missing in madrasas. The local 

madrasas have more or less similar monotonous daily routine—waking up 

early in the morning for prayer, doing recitation exercises, breakfast, regular 

classes, lunch, afternoon rest, sports time, dinner and more study exercise, 

and finally lights turned off. Even though these madrasas also have some 

extra-curricular activities, but those are extensions of what they do in their 

curriculum, for instance, competitions in Qirat, hamd, and Naat. While 

madrasa teachers think that both extra-curricular activities are important for 

the intellectual growth of students, they didn’t believe that new technological 

gadgets giving access to Internet and social media can be introduced to assist 

in these activities. All madrasas strictly prohibited mobile phones and other 

gadgets. In this way, the access to their families, friends, and the outside word 

in general remains restricted. Because these madrasas are boarding schools, 

the students are exposed to only one style of education. It is also interesting 

to mention that at a number of madrasas our interviewees suspected the 

meaning of extra-curricular activities. They thought we wanted to know their 

training for armed jihad or terrorism. Accordingly we have to give further 

explanations of what we meant by extra-curricular activities (or Ghair Nisabi 

Sargarmian). 

III. The Decline of Sport 

Recent research studies on radicalization suggest that sport is one of 

the healthy alternatives for young men and women to focus their energies on. 

A study by Schanzeret al, for instance, suggests that youth centers providing 
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opportunities of sports, creative arts, and community volunteering help build 

a strong community that can cope with radicalization and provide guidance 

and positive experiences for youth (Schanzer, Kurzman, & Moosa, 2010). 

Similarly a local psychiatrist in D.I. Khan emphasized on the significance of 

sports for improving physical and mental health of the youth by saying, 

“There is no alternative to sports for improving the overall health.” It is worth 

mentioning that Pakistani government in its radicalization efforts has 

considered sports as one of the de-radicalization tools. For instance, the 

government once offered the Taliban to play cricket match with it. The latter, 

however, declined the offer by saying that cricket was unIslamic(“Taliban 

FefuseNisar’s Cricket Match Offer,” 2014). 

While sport is crucial to improving health as well as a way to cope 

with radicalization, the conditions of sport in the district are not encouraging. 

About a decade ago, there were as many as 14 sport grounds in the urban 

area. And in the villages there were more grounds made in open fields. Now 

there are only three functioning grounds in the urban area. The reasons for 

the reduction of sport grounds are many. First, the Army has closed down the 

cantonment area and its sport grounds. With the closure of the cantonment 

the civilian Officers’ Club has also become difficult to access. Second, local 

colleges and schools have closed down their grounds to the general public out 

of concern for security. Third, a few other grounds that were made on 

privately owned land have also been closed down because the owners built 

markets there.  

Out of the three grounds that are functioning, one is in a sport 

complex at the outskirts of the city. It was built a couple of decades ago for 

holding national level sports events, which never happened. Now the complex 

has run out of funds and stands neglected. It’s ground and other sports 

facilities like a body-building gym, indoor badminton court, and swimming 

pool are all in dilapidated conditions. Local people also complain about its 

membership fee and its distance from the city. It is about 15 kilometers away 

from the main city area, which means transport cost.  Other two large 

grounds have only limited access. Visakhi ground is a football ground and 

mostly open to professional teams who have membership. Haq Nawaz Park’s 

ground is often the site for political activities. A local journalist for instance 

said: “Haq Nawaz Park is more a political ground than sport ground; it is used 

for political mass gatherings and other events.” It is not well maintained even 
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though it is in the center of the city and attracts a large number of young men 

for sport.  

The closing down of cantonment has had adverse impact on the 

district sport and athletics. It led not only to the closure of parks and grounds, 

but also the jogging opportunity along the roads. Because cantonment is 

green and beautiful, and its roads and side-walkswell-maintained, it provided 

healthy environment for jogging (for men) and brisk-walking (for women). 

The riverside in the cantonment has also been closed down, and with it the 

sporting opportunity of swimming and other local improvised games on the 

banks have also disappeared. A local resident remarked, “The Army is on its 

own defense. For the purpose of its own safety, the Army has closed down the 

cantonment…There were different recreations facilities in the cantonment, 

now they are all closed.” 

Local madrasa students are also faced with the lack of sport 

infrastructure. While madrasa administration and teachers admit the 

significance of sports for health of students, they blame local government for 

not providing them with sport grounds and equipment. A number of teachers 

demanded funds and land for making sport centers for their students. They 

said although students are provided sport time in their daily routine, they 

cannot play any game because of lack of sport ground. Some of them play on 

local streets. Similarly, administration of female madrasas stressed on the 

necessity of sport for health of female students. However they also 

complained that they lacked space for grounds. They also said they lacked 

sports equipment.  

While sports opportunities for young men are gradually decreasing, 

there is hardly any sports center for women in the district. The only 

opportunity of sports for them is in their schools and colleges, but that is 

obviously a limited opportunity because it is available only in morning school 

time and for a period or two. These sports grounds and indoor infrastructure 

remain closed in the evening. A social activist suggested in an interview that 

there is need to bring to use the sports grounds at schools and colleges for 

local women in the evening. He said that local government has now been 

elected and it should make some efforts in this line.  

 IV. The lack of Recreational Facilities  
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At one time up until late 1990s, there were eight public parks in the 

urban D.I.Khan—Gahwara park, Hathi park, Captain Atif Shaheed park, 

LacozinSurahi park, Aisha Bibi park, Liaqat park, National park, and Haq 

Nawaz park. Today there is only one park that is open to or easily accessible 

by the public, the Haq Nawaz park. The park is however not open to or 

accessible by women. The first five parks mentioned above are beautiful 

parks, but in the Army cantonment. These parks have been closed to civilians. 

Liaqat park is in civilian urban area, but it also remains closed much of the 

time. This park has however some week timings for women. In New Dera 

Township there is a large park called the National Park, which was built some 

two decades ago. This park is virtually closed because of maintenance issue. 

One local resident for instance remarked on the reason of its closure, “It looks 

more like a jungle than a park. This dismal condition of the park is due to the 

neglect by our local government and politicians.”  

However, some recent efforts have been put to create new parks. In 

the last year (2015) the phase I of a new wildlife park was completed. This 

park is situated near Saddar police station in the city. The park is expected to 

create awareness about wildlife among local people. Another small park, 

Bagh-e-Sakoon Family Park, is a makeshift park, and is under construction. It 

is near riverside. While many local interviewees blamed the government for 

lack of recreational facilities, we noticed that there was hardly any local 

initiative on the part of local people for taking care of already available 

recreational facilities. There is need for social activism to engage young men 

and women to think of and take part in new creative ways to develop and 

maintain their neighborhood pubic parks and community spaces.  

In a large city with population in millions, D.I.Khan has only two 

public libraries—a municipal committee’s library and Mufti Mahmood 

Library. The former is an old library. It is run by the local government, but 

actually hardly run in any real meaning of the term. It is based in public Town 

Hall. It has small lawns to walk around or play games. However, it has an old 

and run-down building. It has not purchased or received any new books, 

journals, or periodicals. The only attraction for the members of the library is 

daily newspapers. Mostly one finds elderly sitting around reading 

newspapers or chatting with each other. There is no reference books section 

or audio-visual section. The library has not organized any seminars or talks 

on any subject including local politics over the past decade. The library 

administration could not recall any such events that were organized in the 
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past. In short there is not much attraction for the youth in the library, except 

that they should take interest in its renovation and improvement.  

Mufti Mahmood library is a new public library. It was inaugurated in 

2008. It claims to have around 23,000 books, copies of journals, and 

periodicals. It also orders a number of national daily newspapers. The library 

has membership fee and other requirements. However, the local young men, 

especially students, we interviewed complain about the need for having these 

requirements. They especially complain about the requirement for a 

guarantor. According to them, many young men and women cannot get 

membership because of these requirements. Moreover, we found out that the 

daily visitors of the library are not big in number. Students we interviewed 

said they come to make their assignments. They pointed out that the library is 

open in the morning and on working days, which makes it difficult for them 

visit library because they have classes during the same time.  

There is no youth community center in the district. However, there is a Town 

Hall, under the supervision of local government. It can be transformed into a 

community center, but hitherto no such idea has been given or work done on 

it. Community centers are considered as important resource to counter 

radicalization. For instance, one study says:  

“For at-risk and formerly radicalized youth who have felt they have 

nowhere else to go, community centers can foster a sense of 

belonging and help build a positive self-identity…” (Mirahmadi & 

Farooq, 2010).  

At one time there were five private cinemas in the city’s Topaanwala Bazaar 

and one run by the Army in the cantonment area. All the cinemas today are 

closed, including the one run by the Army. The buildings of four private 

cinemas have been demolished, while one still remains there, but in 

dilapidated condition. The Army has commissioned the building of its cinema 

for other purposes. There are many reasons for the closure of these cinemas, 

but the most believed ones (by our interviewees) are: a) decline in the quality 

of Pakistani movies, b) growing debate in the society over the Islamic 

sanction of cinemas,1 and b) security threats given by the Taliban who believe 

                                                        
1 This aspect of the debate on the Islamic nature of a cinema should be placed in the 
backdrop of the strong hold of a religious political party (Jamiat Ulema e Islam, Fazl 
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cinemas as un-Islamic. One of our interviewee, a young college male lecturer 

nostalgically recalled the cinemas, “I watched my first movie, Terminator, 

there in one of these cinemas. Now they are no more.” 

 

V. Ethnicity and Religion: The Fragmentation of a Diverse Society  

D.I.Khanhas been a diverse district, both ethnically and religiously. A 

local teacher gave a logical reason for its diversity. He said, “Because it is on 

the border of so many regions in Pakistan, diversity is natural to D.I. Khan.” 

As we explained above D.I. Khan is located on the juncture of at least four 

different regions or administrative geographic divisions—K-P, the Punjab, 

Baluchistan, and Waziristan. It has various ethnic groups that include 

Seraikis, Pushtuns, Urdu speakers, and Punjabis. On the other hand, its 

various religious groups include Muslims, Christians, Hindus, and Sikhs. 

Within Muslims there are further sectarian groups, including Sunni-Barailvi, 

Sunni-Deobandi, Sunni-Alh-al-Hidth, and Shiite. All these various groups have 

lived peacefully up until late 1990s, and freely intermingled in each other’s 

cultural as well as religious events. 

Today in the wake of the War on Terror when this diversity is at stake 

the local people long for it ever more. A local senior professor, for instance, 

remarked about cultural and religious diversity in D.I. Khan in the following 

words:  

Multi-culturalism was Dera Ismail Khan’s beauty. It has Seraiki, 

Pushto, and Urdu speakers all living together. The Pushto speakers 

were though of nearby areas; they were Marwat, Bhittani, Gandapurs, 

MianKhels, and others. When they came to Dera they became 

‘Derawal’ just like everybody else already here. They all became part 

of this culture. Similarly, Mohajirs (immigrant from India at the time 

of partition) and others also became permanent part of this culture.  

Moreover, he explained how this diversity of the Derawal identity began to 

fall apart, 

                                                                                                                                            
ur Rehman, JUI-F) in D.I.Khan. The party has hardly ever lost in elections in the 
district.  
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“When did the difference arise? It is when the Waziristan operations 

began. There was a huge influx of people from the mountains. They 

have caused immense impact on the social, cultural, and economic 

setup of the district. These new people are quite conservative. They 

are finding it difficult to mix up in the local culture. They have so far 

been maintaining their individual status. 

 a. Ethnic Fragmentation 

The Derawal identity, which was representative of diversity and 

peace, is clearly on the decline. The gap between individual ethnic identities 

is increasing and their rough edges colliding with each other. This process has 

been further catalyzed by the recent operation in Waziristan, which has 

brought a large number of Mehsud and WazirIDPs. Another catalyst in the 

process has been the ethnic political movement for creating separate 

provinces based on ethnicity. However, this latter catalyst has not been able 

grow strong by attracting young men and women to its platform. 

While it is difficult to measure empirically how far the influx of IDPs 

has harmed the diversity of the district, people believe that is has done 

considerably. One local lawyer described thatit has led to a kind of clash of 

cultures: “The second major dilemma D.I.Khanfaces is the immigration of 

people from South and North Waziristans. This had led to a clash of cultures. 

This immigration has negatively impacted the peaceful environment of D.I. 

Khan.” He tried to instantiate it through a recent example: “For instance, 

Wensam college, which is one of the oldest and best colleges in D.I. Khan, was 

closed down for several days due to clashes between students of different 

ethnic groups.” We heard similar incidents about male Degree College No. 1. 

Here too Pushtun and Urdu speaking students engaged in physical aggression 

a few times. In interviews with the police we came to know that some similar 

incidents have alsotaken place in food shops in Topaanwala bazaar.  

On the other hand, ethnic movements like Pushtunistan and 

Seraikistan, which have been under slow political debate over the past two 

decades, have caste some centrifugal force on the diversity in the district. The 

debate caught strength in 2008 through 2010 when the erstwhile Pushtun 

ethnic political party, Awami National Party, ANP, in government brought the 

issue of renaming the province on the basis of Pushtun ethnicity. This led to a 

demand of dividing KP, as well as other three provinces in the country, to 
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make a large Seraiki province. In 2010 a constitutional amendment was 

introduced and ANP was successful in renaming the province from North 

West Frontier to Khyber-Pukhtunkwa, KP. Just as ANP celebrated its victory 

in ethnic politics, they did not see how they left long-lasting grievance among 

other ethnic communities, especially among the Seraiki and Hindko speakers. 

In our interviews a number of Seraiki respondents registered their 

grievances with us. A local social activist, for instance, registered his 

grievance in the following words, “The Seraiki youth are unhappy.” A local 

teacher said, “If we make provinces on ethnic basis then it will have negative 

effects on the youth…There should be unity out of diversity and that will be 

permanent unity.” And interestingly, a Hindu Seraiki speaking resident voiced 

his note of despair in the following words: “We are dispersing.” 

 

b. Religiosity: 

 

Like many other districts in KP, D.I. Khan is home to four major 

religions—Islam, Christianity, Hinduism, and Sikhism. The latter three 

religions are in minority. However, their presence has mattered much for the 

peaceful and diverse identity, the Derawal identity, of the district, which the 

people feel proud of and cherish.  

 

Even though a minority, the followers of these religions have enjoyed 

greater freedom in the public discursive space for a long time. In other words, 

they have enjoyed greater freedom to perform their religious rites and 

celebrate religious festivals without fear or threat of terrorism and violence. 

A local lawyer for instance said, “My father would tell us that there was a big 

population of Hindus in Commissionaire Bazaar. They had a number of shops 

as well. During Moharram these Hindu shopkeepers would put up Sabeels 

(stalls of food and drink offerings).” Now the distance between minorities and 

Muslims has increased. One Hindu parent described how his children face 

difficulty to participation and intermingling with other children at school, 

“When our children participate in any extra-curricular activity, for instance in 

a singing, poetry, or debate, they are first seen as minority kids.” 

 

 Apart from these basic freedoms, they enjoyed freedom of speech and 

expression on matters of public importance. The War on Terror and the 

resulting debate on religion and the perceived clash of the (Christian) West 
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and the (Islamic) East have indirectly been affected these freedoms of 

minorities. We noticed this affect in our interviews with the minority 

residents. On questions relating to religion, state security, and the war in the 

Middle East almost all minority residents excused to comment. At times we 

noticed how they became speechless, giving a blank face to us. One Christian 

parent went beyond giving a blank face. Our female team was interviewing 

his son at his house, which he came to know. He came in and took away the 

notes and pleaded the team to leave. He also pleaded they were innocent and 

peaceful members of the society. He said this as if our interviewing could put 

them in danger. We assured him of the academic purpose of the interview, 

however, after his insistence on our leaving them alone, we had to excuse and 

leave. 

 

Inasmuch as minority residents give blank faces on certain crucial societal 

issues, the religiosity in D.I. Khan has undoubtedly increased. Even though it 

is difficult to give the extent of this increase, the blank faces of minorities 

demonstrate that a crucial section of the population feel oppressed. From our 

definition of radicalization above, we take religiosity (and sectarianism) as 

the shrinking of ideological discursive public space. In other words, it is how 

followers of different religious communities negotiate space in relation to 

their ideological views. Religiosity affects the susceptibility of youth to 

radicalization in such a way that one the one hand it silences the minority 

youth and on the other it takes away the potential diversity of opinion from 

the majority youth. This phenomenon is evident in a remark by a young 

Hindu resident: “There is lack of tolerance in our society. Today no one is 

ready to listen to other’s opinion.” He further said, “There is no guidance, 

whichever religion you take.” 

c. Sectarianism: 

Sectarianism—in this context, a violent conflict between Deobandi 

Sunnis and Shiites—is the single most-felt and debated problem of the 

district. So much so that D.I.Khanhas become famous for it, just as it is famous 

for its SohanHalwa confection. One is “poison”, according to a local 

psychiatrist, and another is a sweet. The psychiatrist lamented, “Sectarianism 

has reached its peak…It is a poison that has spread through out our society. It 

must be ended, before it ends us.” 

It is interesting to know how the resident of D.I. Khan narrate the 

history of sectarianism and its reasons. In other words, we’d take an 
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overview of people’s history of sectarianism in the district. A senior lawyer, 

for instance, recalled from his personal lived experience the history of 

disturbance of peace in the following words:  

The history of unrest in D.I. Khan goes back to 1988. It is in the 

election that the religious parties began to sow the seeds of sectarian 

divisions. For the first time we heard sectarian slogans in the main 

bazaars. This sectarian division slow grew into violent form. Since 

then hundreds of youth have become victim of sectarianism. 

The 1988 general election was the first democratic election after a decade 

long rule of the military dictator General Zia ulHaq. The clouds of 

sectarianism had slowly begun to gather in this decade. Soon after Haq’s 

dictatorship fell the forces of sectarianism were let lose. The trigger point in 

history was the 30th September 1988 firing of FC on a Shiite procession, 

which resulted in the killing of more than a dozen people. Sectarian debate 

caught fire. About a month later people were to go for voting in the general 

election and choose a new democratic government. In the public sphere 

sectarian debate became one of the major issues for voting speculations for 

political parties. Religious ideologies of parties began to matter, and the 

territorial constituencies began to be thought along sectarian lines. Broadly 

speaking, it is in during the campaign time of this general election that the 

debate began about the number of religious, sectarian, and ethnic 

communities living in the district and the differences among them.  

Even though sectarianism took roots in urban D.I. Khan during the 

decade of 1990s it neither extended beyond electoral politics nor did it 

disturb the long cherished amity among the various religious and sectarian 

communities. During the second term of Nawaz Sharif in government in the 

second half of the 1990sfew incidents of sectarian violence occurred. His 

second termended up in a military coup and the new administration of 

General Pervaiz Musharraf effectively controlled the sectarian violence and 

restored peace.  

It is worth mentioning that unlike the urban D.I. Khan (the D.I. Khan 

tehsil or the city) Kulachi and Paharpur did not face sectarianism as a major 

issue to their peace. Kulachitehsil located in the Damaan Valley of the 

Suleman Range, is the most underdeveloped tehsil of D.I. Khan district. The 

tehsil does not have diverse religious or sectarian groups. It has 
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predominantly Sunni (Hanafi School of jurisprudence) population. Therefore, 

sectarianism has not been an issue. However, it has faced another issue, 

violent family feuds, which have kept it equally violence torn. Gandapur 

family is locked in family or tribe feuds with Dotaani and Suleiman Khel 

tribes over the past three decades. One of our interviewee described that 

these family feuds have considerably disturbed the peace and affected market 

in Kulachi. On the other hand the pastoral and idyllic tehsil of Paharpur, even 

though diverse in its sectarian and ethnic population, has remained peaceful 

through out 1990s and even later. Some interviewee explained this peace in 

the context of its geography. According to them, Paharpur is peaceful because 

it is in the eastern part of the district and abuts on the province of Punjab, 

while Kulachi is in the western part of the district and abuts on South 

Waziristan Agency.  

Toward the end of Musharraf regime, sectarianism began to surface in 

the district again. In the years 2007-2008 it reached its climax. Moreover, it 

soon mixed up with terrorism. The local sectarian violence transformed from 

targeted killings to suicide bombings, to large-scale killings. Initially, these 

suicide bombings targeted sectarian minorities, but soon it became a 

generalized tactic of causing fear and insecurity among the people. 

Accordingly, it was used indiscriminately against all kind of communities. For 

instance on July 15, 2007 a suicide bombing attack took place on police 

recruitment center, which resulted in killing of more than two dozen local 

people (Roberts, 2011). Again in September 2007 a suicide bomber killed 17 

persons on a roadside after police tried to stop him (Roberts, 2011). 

There are a number of causes of sectarianism mixed with terrorism in 

the district. We give here the understanding of local people. Most of the 

Madrasaalims (teachers) believe that sectarianism is caused due to criticism 

of each other’sfiqa (jurisprudence). One resident said, “Terrorists have some 

sort of respect due to the power of creating fear in the society. They are 

empowered by our society and government. You see when our young 

generation notices the power of the terrorists they think to take to this road. 

But they don’t know what is at the end of it.” Second, at times political parties 

in local electoral politics draws lines of constituencies or polling stations in 

the district on sectarianism.  

There is need for community based initiatives to empower Islamic 

scholars, educators, and social activists who constant keep in touch with the 
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youth through community centers and other community networks for 

promoting peace, pluralism, and social cohesion. A local madrasa head gave 

an insightful recommendation, “Youth need to be taught that although 

difference in jurisprudence cannot be done away with, there is need to 

engage with each other by way of academic reason. They should not engage 

in political sensationalism and disrespect.”A local lawyer further added that 

there is hope for improvement, even though it is coming at a high cost: “So 

much violence has taken place, that now everybody understands that 

violence is not the solution of our problems.” 

VI. Local Politics: Political Participation and Activism 

Local politics in D.I. Khan took interesting turn in the Election of 2013. 

Historically speaking, this was the first general election after the 1970 

general election that not only focused on the youth, but also mobilized a large 

number of youth voters. This turn came with Imran Khan’s political party’s 

(PTI) focus on the youth. However, other parties, especially the JUI(F), follow 

suit and invested much energies on their own youth followers for getting 

large turn out. While PTI won provincial assembly seats, the JUI (F) won the 

national assembly seat by getting more votes in rural side.  

While the youth political mobilization is one major change in the local 

politics, another major change, contributed by PTI, is the introduction of 

young politicians and community leaders. For instance, Ali Amin and (late) 

Israr Gandapur (killed in a suicide bomb attack) were brought forward to 

contest elections and later also made provincial ministers. This was a big 

encouragement for the youth of D.I. Khan. As one young male interview said, 

“When we see Ali Amin side by side with Imran Khan in Dharnas (Political 

Protest Sittings) in Islamabad on TV, we feel proud that D.I. Khan’s youth are 

supporting Khan Saab.”  

Although PTI generated political mobilization, it could not last long. 

The mobilization began to end after the election. Much of the mobilization 

was thus related to election campaigning. As one young female student 

complained, “Once the election is over, politicians don’t care a damn about 

us.” After making a government in the province PTI failed to engage the youth 

in starting new developmental, recreational, and community-oriented 

initiatives. A teacher for instance pointed out an interesting aspect, “PTI’s 

MPA Ali Amin was one of the best squash player in the district. However, now 
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there is no attention to squash. There is only one very old and dilapidated 

squash court in entire district. Even he has not paid attention to his favorite 

sport.”   

On the other hand, the War on Terror and the war in the Middle-East 

have been a negative influence on the youth. These two wars are two big 

triggers of youth’s susceptibility to radicalization and violence. While many 

residents of D.I. Khan, especially the minorities, would avoid to 

talk/interview about these wars, those who talked wished an end to these 

wars. A number of our respondents believed that the youth should not 

secretly go to participate in the Middle-East war. However, there were some 

who believed that it is a kind of responsibility on young Muslim men to 

participate. Interestingly, more women than men hold this view (See 

quantitative data in Appendix 1).  

Recommendations 

1. There is need for improving communication channel between the local 

government and the people. A local social activist narrated a fictional short 

story in this regard to emphasize on it: “Once there was a King. He had a 

Minister, who took care of the affairs of people. One day King asked him how 

are the people doing? Because the minister was himself happy on that day, he 

replied with confidence, “The people are very happy with your rule, My Lord.” 

Some times later the King again wanted to know about the people. This time 

because the minister was not himself happy with the King, he replied with 

despondence, ‘The people are fine, but somewhat concerned, My Lord.’” The 

social activist then explained that we have somewhat similar situation here in 

DIKhan. When our ministers, mayors, and landlords are themselves happy, 

they tell the government that everybody is happy, and vice versa. So he made 

a point that there is problem of communication between the government and 

the people. People are not well represented, and youth are least represented.  

2. There is need to regularly carry out public opinion polls. Such polls will not 

only help policy makers and local governments, but also the people to see 

how their society is changing.  

3. Local government, which is now functional, should initiate an outreach 

initiative to develop and build partnership-based relationship with the 

parents and social activists to make them the first line of defense against 

youth radicalization. This relationship can be built through creating 
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community centers and online community centers. In these centers regular 

constructive debates, social events could be organized to develop a 

community-based approach to radicalization. 

4. Public-private partnerships should be based on and promote shared 

values. These partnerships can start off with the “Derawal” identity that local 

people cherish. The shared values of religious freedom, non-violent conflict 

resolution, and the rule of law should be promoted. 

5. There is need for community-based interventions to address the growing 

issue of social alienation among the youth. This can be addressed by 

increasing sports, recreation, creative learning environments at educational 

institutions and mentoring for preaching socially responsible behavior.   

6. Local government needs to prepare a directory of social activists, 

community leaders, and youth representatives. The government and public-

private partnerships can utilize this resource for countering radicalization.  

7. There is also need for community-led initiatives, supported by local 

government, that aim to create awareness about the local social values, and 

the necessity for unity and harmony in the society. 
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ABSTRACT  

 

Engagement of Young girls and boys with the social world is an issue of academic interest 

across a number of societies. Thus to understand and unearth this phenomenon, this 

paper is an attempt to explore how young boys and girls in Pakistan engage with the 

social world (schooling, family, and leisure) and whether their engagement overturns or 

resists key regulations and normative expectations for girls and boys. The paper, thus, 

highlights how gendered socialization, both in the family and school, regulates and 

perpetuates the gendered social order of Pakistani society. The paper also focuses on how 

an individual’s class location profoundly influences one’s belief about and experience of 

gender. To undertake this study, stratified random sampling technique was employed and 

a sample size 220 students of class 9 and 10 (aged 15-16) was taken. The data 

conclusively reflects that children construct themselves as gendered beings and develop 

gender identities that carry immediate and cumulative effects as they learn and perform 

their gendered place in the social world. 

 

Keywords: Feminist, gender order, gender identities, gendered socialization, social 

constructionism. 

 

Introduction 

Pakistan has one of the world’s largest youth demographic bulges-63 per cent 

comprises of youth. Of these, 58.5 million are 20-to-24-year olds while 69 

million are aged under 15 (Ali and Hafeez, 2017).Arguably, transitions from 

childhood to youth, and youth to adulthood are inescapably gendered-they 

are about how do boys become men and how do girls become women? 

Examining young gender identities, particularly how they are produced and 

regulated, can give deeper insight into broader gender patterns and 

arrangements in Pakistan.  This study, thus, focuses on institutional 

arrangements and cultural practices which shape young boys’ and girls’ 

beliefs about and experience of gender. The paper investigates factors 

affecting young boys’ and girls’ subject and careers choices. It seeks to 
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explore how young boys and girls engage with their schooling, domestic 

arena, parents and leisure time. Exploring families, schools and other 

institutional settings as sites for production of gender, we argue that what 

young boys and girls learn in different institutional settings (families, schools 

and mass media) produce masculine and feminine attitudes, motivation and 

personalities that fit young people into their adult roles. Thus, the paper 

seeks to highlight how institutional settings and cultural processes produce 

and reproduce gender identities and maintain gender order. 

 

Significance of the study 

Recent years have seen growing interest in the study of young gender 

identities in the global north (see Nayak and Kehily, 2008; Kehily, 2007). A 

considerable number of research studies has been conducted on ‘gender and 

schooling, the gendered responses of boys and girls to academic learning, the 

different playground games they may play’ (Nayak and Kehily, 2008, 105). As 

a matter of fact, much of the research work on young gender identities has 

been carried out in the west. Nevertheless, current scholarship and research 

on gender and youth have stressed for a ‘global perspective on gender that 

recognizes differences and diversity across time and space’ (Nayak and 

Kehily, 2008, 3). It will not be an exaggeration to argue that a study from the 

global south, especially from a developing country like Pakistan, would 

significantly contribute to the existing scholarship on how gender relations 

are produced and reproduced across societies. We believe that the analysis of 

gender relations in the context of Pakistan, having one of the world’s largest 

youth bulges, needs special attention in the current globalized world. 

Locating the study within the global scholarship on young gender identities, 

we first set out a theoretical framework to shed light on gender as a socially 

constructed category rather than a biological one. Drawing on social 

constructionist understanding of gender, the paper argues that gender 

identities are plural and diverse, and that they intersect with other social 

identities such as class. The remaining part of the paper explains 

methodological steps employed for conducting this study and making sense 

of the field data.  

Theoretical Framework  

In sociology the term ‘sex’ is used to refer to biological differences between 

males and females. ‘Gender’ is used to refer to everything that is socially 
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constructed and culturally transmitted, including masculinities and 

femininities. Thus, sociology of gender and related knowledge believe that 

gender difference is socially constructed and culturally transmitted. As 

students of sociology we are drawn to the idea that gender characteristics 

and gender identities are purely the consequence of how we are socialized 

and accepted in society (see Francis, 2000; Skelton, Francis and Smulyan, 

2006; Gorman, 1992). Thus, the focus of the study is purely on sociological 

meaning of socially constructed gender identities and gender relations. The 

argument is based on the assertion that the social expectations connected 

with gender roles depend on a number of factors, namely; cultural, political, 

economic, social and religious ones. They are equally affected by state law, 

class and family background, as well as prejudices spread in the given society.  

Social constructionism, theorizing on gender, provides a useful perspective to 

examine how social structures and institutional practices shape young boys’ 

and girls’ lives in Pakistan and maintain the gendered order. Social 

constructionist theorists argue that gender is constructed in our everyday 

lives in our interactions with others. This means gender is an ongoing process 

that arises out of interaction in the doing of doing gender. Processes of doing 

gender are not only carried by individuals alone, but also through socially 

approved standardized practices such as laws or family, school and other 

institutional settings. Institutions and structures play a role in setting context 

for interaction and to a (greater or lesser) degree guiding the doing of gender 

as the doing of gender shapes institutional contexts. The very process of 

doing gender is that which creates the world as if it was natural and based on 

inherent difference (see West and Zimmerman, 1991; Butler, 1990). This 

means ‘gender is something that is accomplished in the course of interaction’ 

(Edley, 2001: 192). It does not have an existence outside of the doing of it 

(West and Zimmerman, 1991).  

The approach of doing gender shifts gender as a characteristic or trait that 

lives in individuals to one that lives in interaction. For West and Zimmerman 

(1987), gender is enacted or performed in interaction. Judith Butler (1997), 

concurring with social constructionists, argues that there is no biological or 

essential basis for gender and that gender does not correspond to biological 

sex. She further asserts that the repetitious performances of male and female 

in accordance with social norms reifies the categories, creating the 

appearance of a naturalized and essential binary. It is asserted that gender is 

never a fixed category or descriptor of an individual, but an individual is 

always ‘doing’ gender, performing or deviating from the socially accepted 
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performance of gender stereotypes. This is very similar to West and 

Zimmerman's gender as an emergent feature of interaction. West and 

Zimmerman argument points to how institutions affect individual's doings of 

gender. First, doings of gender occur in institutional settings. Second, the 

norms of appropriate gender are drawn from the institutional sites and 

settings. Their discussion gives us the idea of how they theorize the structure-

agency nexus or the relationship between institutions and individual 

interactions. The doing of gender makes institutionalized or structural 

arrangements based on sex category as if normal or natural and thus 

legitimate. This suggests that doings of gender is socially guided by social 

structures and institutionalized practices. This means that what can be 

known about gender identities is the product of cultural knowledge. Social 

constructionist perspective on gender, thus, enables us to argue that gender 

identities and gender relations are shaped by the diverse and changing social 

contexts in which they are negotiated. ‘From this perspective ideas about 

what constitutes masculinity and femininity have changed and differ between 

societies, as well as between groups within a given society’ (Kehily, 2007: 

115). As such gender identities are flexible and intersect with other type of 

identities such as class.    

Gender and class are components of social structure and social interaction. 

Boys and girls or women and men are differently embedded in locations 

created by these cross-cutting hierarchies. Class and gender are closely inter 

connected through the various ways. Their mutual effects can be seen on a 

wide range of social phenomena i.e., education, career aspirations and leisure 

time(Wright, 2000). The mutual constitutive relations among gender and 

class identities have become the central tenet of feminist thinking and 

research, one that McCall (2005) and others suggested as the most important 

contribution of feminist theory to our current understanding of gender 

(Shields, 2008). The Inter sectionality perspective asserts that an individual’s 

social class location profoundly influence one’s belief about and experience of 

gender. Recognizing the importance of the intersection of class and gender 

identities, we focus on how gender relations and gender identities are 

experienced differently by boys and girls across social classes in Pakistan. It 

does not mean that class determines gender relations and identities in a 

developing country like Pakistan. Nevertheless, we attempt to explain how 

social class location offers various academic opportunities to the elite girls to 

struggle over gender relations in their own lives. 
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Drawing on social constructionist understanding of gender we focus to 

examines how young girls and boys form their gender identities in the 

complex process of institutional settings in Pakistan. We are also concerned 

with how gender interacts with class. The class and gender nexus requires 

research and discussion as women in Pakistan, like their counterparts 

elsewhere in the world, have been subjected to double oppression of class 

and gender (Rouse, 1988). Albeit, women access to education, health, 

property and political rights in Pakistan has improved over the years but 

their overall social status and access to resources and opportunities in society 

are still dismal, especially when compared to the male counterparts of their 

respective classes (Ullah, 2013; Rouse, 1988). For example, the extension of 

education has enabled the bourgeois women to participate in politics and 

business. In fact, there is additional variation within this category depending 

upon whether women come from economically rich urban background or the 

rural and feudal background. Similarly, extension of education and skills has 

allowed the middle class women to have gainful employment in the public 

domain. This, however, has not resulted in an improvement of their position 

within the household, where they are still expected to perform domestic 

chores (unless they are privileged enough to hire maids/servants who take 

over this task) (Ullah and Khan, 2011). Nevertheless, educated, upper class 

and urban women, particularly young, enjoy a certain degree of gender 

equality which is not available to uneducated, lower middle class and rural 

women (Ullah and Ali, 2013). What is missing in the gender and class nexus is 

that there is no or little focus on investigating how gender interacts with 

class, particularly when it comes to the analysis of young women and men 

engagement with the social world. 

Defining class is, however, a bit difficult as neither classical, i.e. Marx and 

Weber, nor contemporary sociologists, i.e. Wrights, have a clear cut, agreed 

upon definition of it. This study, drawing on insights from Marx, Weber and 

Wright, categorize social class as elite class (people with considerable 

resources and means of income in the form of land, industries etc), 

professional middle class (people who do not have sufficient means of 

production like the economic elite, but posses educational credentials owing 

to which they have considerable high salaries and life style like the economic 

elite), lower middle class (people holding small property and /or micro level 

family businesses but lack cultural capital/ good educational credentials), and 

the working-class (manual workers or people engage in some low wages 

service sector). We are aware that other scholars may approach and 
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categorize social class in their studies in a manner different from ours(see 

Ullah, 2013). However, these differences are inconsequential as individuals 

do not necessarily fit into one social class. 

 

Methodology 

This research investigated that how socialization processes, both primary 

and secondary, construct boys and girls as mutually exclusive categories of 

gender. The participants in this study were 220 young boys and girls (110 

boys and 110 girls) from two different types of schools: public schools and 

private schools.  Students of class 9 and 10 (aged 15-16) were selected 

through stratified random sampling technique. The reasons for focusing on 

secondary school students were: a) this is an age (15-16 years) which is 

critical for identity formation; b) this is pivotal in developing the critical skills 

of decision-making, and c) this provides a link between childhood and 

adulthood.  

Data was collected by using structured interview guide which comprised 

some open ended questions as well. Data collection process was completed in 

three phases: first, lists of all class 9 and 10 students were collected from 

each school. After getting lists, students were divided into two broad 

academic groups: i) science group and ii) arts and humanity group (in the 

case of co-education gender was also used as criteria for stratification). 

Students from each group in each school were selected for interview through 

stratified random sampling method. The roll numbers of selected students 

were communicated to the selected school principals for onward intimation 

to the students. In phase two, briefing on the purpose of the study was given 

to the selected students in each school in order to get genuine responses. In 

phase three, selected students were interviewed on one to one basis in the 

central hall of the school where the nominated teachers  and other students 

were also present but a distance was maintained so that the answer to the 

questions were not heard by the teachers and other students. This practice 

did not affect the quality of data as, Rowbotham and Beynon (2001: 84) argue 

that ‘if you put people [respondents] in a situation where they feel at ease 

they will talk absolutely clearly and [freely]…all you have to do is to listen to  

and ask the question that is central to the issue’. In addition to students’ 

interviews, observation method was also used for data collection.    
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In exploring schools and families institutions as sites for the production of 

gender identities we gave consideration to factors affecting young boys’ and 

girls’ subject choices and careers aspirations. We also focused on gender 

relations in families, domestic sphere and in everyday leisure spaces.  

Findings   

In order to explore what kind of institutional arrangements and cultural 

practices shape them engendered individuals, this paper applied social 

constructionism as the major theoretical framework. Focusing on contextual 

analysis, we come up with the following themes to approach the question of 

how boys become men and girls women. The themes map the larger picture 

of how young boys’ and girls’ subject choices and career aspirations are 

subject to a form of family and state governmentality. Governmentality, in 

Foucauldian sense, means the way in which the state exercises control over 

the body of its citizens. Governmentality, according to Foucault, allows for the 

creation of ‘docile bodies’ to be used in modern economic and political 

institutions (Foucault, 1977). State decision of offering home economics in 

female schools explicitly disciplines girls in line with domestic ideology thesis  

(see the discussion under the heading ‘Engagement of boys and girls in 

domestic chores and the perpetuation of domestic ideology’ in this study). 

Engagement of young boys and girls in domestic chores shows how young 

boys and girls construct gender identities under the conventional binary 

structure of females versus males. Television watching, magazine and 

newspapers reading as well as playing sports can be seen to provide spaces 

for the construction of normative masculinity and femininity. These spaces 

and areas emerged from the initial analysis as key practices that illustrate the 

‘doing of gender’ in Pakistani context. They suggest how gender practices are 

embedded within the social fabric of Pakistani society and come to shape the 

choices and possibilities open to young boys and girls as gendered subjects.   

 

Boys’ and girls’ course and subject choices: In Pakistan students go 

through compulsory subjects till grade 8. In grade 9, students make choices in 

three broad areas: (a) science group-chemistry, biology, physics; (b) arts 

group-local language, Islamic studies, and general science; (c)technology 

group-mathematics, physics and computer sciences. Urdu, English, Pakistan 

Studies, and Islamic studies are compulsory subjects for all students. Entry to 

science group is normally on the basis of intelligence test while all other 
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groups are open to all. In case of all female schools, home economics is 

another option which is not available in boys’ schools. However, home 

economics is offered in all female public schools only and likewise studied 

dominantly by girls from lower middle and working class backgrounds. 

Teaching home economics to girls is highly revealing of state’ efforts to 

perpetuate the domestic ideology thesis and construct girls’ femininity in line 

with the existing gender codes (see Ullah, 2013). 

While examining how young girls and boys make their subject and course 

choices, this study found that course and subject choices among secondary 

schools boys and girls is a highly gendered phenomenon. Girls who opted for 

science group were not only less in number than boys but were also 

interested in biology with the aspirations of a career in medicine, whereas 

boys mentioned diverse fields with engineering and medicine being the 

dominant. It is important to highlight that females in arts group (for the most 

part) pursued ‘home economics’, except in private schools where the choices 

were open and multiple. Boys, both in the public as well private schools, had 

wider range of choices with more boys, dominantly public schools’ students, 

were interested in computer sciences and engineering. Parents’ pressure and 

‘aptitude test’ for admission to science group in the public schools were found 

as the main factors affecting subject choices of young boys and girls. The 

study findings further revealed that like other developing countries (see 

Morris, 2002) stereotypical course and subject choices continue in Pakistan 

which may be seen to provide space for the construction of normative 

masculinity and femininity.  

Course and subject choice in Pakistan is not only a gender but also a class 

issue. Unlike public schools (see Ullah, 2013), the private schools did not have 

the subject of home economics and offered a wide variety of optional subjects 

(e.g., economics, business, world history). The availability of wide range of 

subjects to the girls in private schools may actually open up access to 

opportunities unavailable to working class girls. Similarly, the non-

availability of home economics to private schools girls may advantage them 

by providing them an opportunity to diverge from normative femininity (by 

learning skills and knowledge useful for carrying out domestic chores).  To 

sum up, young girls’ ‘choices of subject are guided by ‘the amount of 

economic and cultural capital that is available within the family [and schools]’ 

(Werfhorst et, al., 2003: 1) and state governmentality.   
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Boys’ and girls’ career aspirations: This study shows that the number of 

boys who were interested in pursuing careers was much higher than girls. 

Boys also showed greater diversity in their career aspirations than girls (see 

Table 1). Boys aspired to careers that require significantly more intellectual 

prowess, higher levels of abstract thinking and efforts than those displayed 

by girls. 

Table 1: Young boys and girls’ Career aspirations 

Girls’ career aspirations Boys’ career aspirations 

Doctor 

Dentists 

Skin specialist  

Nurse  

Professor 

Teacher 

Fashion designer  

Bureaucrat 

 

Doctor  

Engineer  

International businessman 

Minister  

Bureaucrat 

Commercial pilot 

Software engineers 

Banking    

Army  

Intelligence services 

Police  

Army / air force  

Electrical engineer 

Teacher  

Lawyer  

Table 1 is highly revealing of gendered career choices among young people in 

Pakistan. The table is indicative of the fact that teaching and medicine are key 

careers that young girls must aspire to. Very few female students aspired to 

careers in traditionally male-dominated fields, i.e. two girls desired to be ‘civil 

servants’, one aspired to be a ‘fashion designer’, and two had an intense 

aspiration for becoming ‘pilot’. However, these girls revealed that these were 

their wishes which their parents did not approve. One of the female students 

from the private school said, ‘I love to be a fashion designer, especially for 

celebrity and stars. But my parents don’t like [this] wish of mine. They [Parents] 

strongly reject this idea (pause), they think this is a crazy wish… do I look crazy? 

No, [she answered herself] so I am studying Bio[logy] etc as my parents want 

me to be a doctor. So I have to be a doctor Inshallah [God willing]’.  In an almost 

similar vein, a class 10th female student from government girls’ high school 
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(public school) said, ‘I want to become a pilot and I think I can become one, but 

I don’t know what I have to do for becoming a pilot. My mother is illiterate and 

my father, who was a clerk in a [public sector] university, died when I was in 

class 5. Whenever I say to my mother that I want to become a pilot she says 

spread your feet according to your sheet. My mother says if I become a nurse 

that will be a great achievement for us. I don’t know what I will become’. 

The above extracts are just a small sample of the young women’s voices in 

Pakistan that suggest that parents have significant impact on children career 

aspirations. The findings are also indicative of the fact that parents’ 

educational level and socio-economic backgrounds are significant factors that 

affect young girls’ career aspirations.  

The findings also suggest that gender and social class are intersecting factors 

in young students’ career aspirations.  The aspiration to become a teacher 

was more common among public schools girls, predominantly from working 

and lower middle class families (see Saigol, 2010). School teaching is believed 

to be the best career for women, especially for women from lower middle 

class background (Ullah and Ali, 2012). School teaching has been idealized for 

women in public school textbooks (Ullah, 2015). The study did not find a 

single boy or girl in the private schools who aspired to be a school teacher. 

Moreover, girls in private schools showed high motivation for completion of 

their education and going for a job. Girls from the private schools were more 

enthusiastic in terms of their studies and careers than male students of the 

same schools and socio-economic background. This suggests that girls from 

professional middle class and elite family background may be doing better 

than boys from the same class backgrounds because ambition is a strong 

predictor of career success (Judge etal. 1995).  

The study also found that many girls were not encouraged by their parents to 

aspire to or think of doing a job after completion of their education. One of 

the students from public schools said, ‘My family does not approve of females 

working [in the public domain]. So far no female in our family has worked in the 

[public domain]. I am getting education to be a good human being’. This extract 

is highly revealing of the fact that education for working and middle class 

girls is ornamental. Education for them is to learn etiquettes, skills and 

knowledge which may make them good wives, mothers and sisters (Saigol, 

1997; Ullah, 2006). It shows that gender is a class ridden terrain for young 

girls whose career aspirations and opportunities in the job market are 
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patterned by social class locations. The nub of discussion here is that gender 

and family socio-economic background carry profound influence on young 

girls’ career aspirations.  

Gender Difference in reading for Pleasure: A considerable number of 

studies have found that boys enjoy reading less than girls (see Topping, 2010; 

Clark and Douglas, 2011). Studies in the western societies also show that girls 

and boys typically enjoy different kinds of reading: girls like to read 

magazines and fiction; boys more commonly read newspapers and comic 

books (OECD, 2010). This study’s findings partially depart from what is 

common in the west. The study found that an overwhelming majority (63 %) 

of girls read newspapers and magazines with equal interest whereas very few 

boys (40 %) read newspapers. It is also important to mention here that 

magazines and newspapers reading were reported more by girls from private 

schools than public schools (see table 2 in annexure). This crosscutting 

difference between the public and the private schools girls’ reading habit 

stresses the importance ofthe intersection of gender and class. Our assertion 

is that reading for pleasure can be seen as indicator of ‘cultural capital’ that 

increases the vocabulary and knowledge of girls from elite and professional 

middle class backgrounds. Sullivan and Matt (2015:9) argue that ‘reading [for 

pleasure] is linked to substantial cognitive progress between the ages of 10 

and 16….Reading is most strongly linked to progress in vocabulary…reading 

for pleasure is more strongly linked than parental education to cognitive 

progress in adolescence’. 

As mentioned earlier the reasons for gender difference in reading for 

pleasure in Pakistan are different than those cited in the west (see Matthew & 

Morrison, 2009; C o les  & H a l l ,  20 0 2 ).Contrary to the west, in Pakistan the 

gender gap in reading may be due to the fact that boys go out in the evening 

to play with friends while girls don’t.  Majority of the male students narrated 

that they did go out and play sports in the evening with their friends. The 

study did not find a single girl respondent who was allowed to play with her 

female friend(s) in the evening (also see Ullah 2013; Ullah and Skelton, 2014). 

One female student from the private school said ‘I read newspaper and 

sometime magazine or watch TV in the evening. I am not allowed to play with 

my friends in the evening’.  

The lack of reading habit among boys may be one of the reasons for the 

recent concern of boys’ underachievement in Pakistan as reading ‘for 

pleasure had the strongest effect on children's vocabulary 



169 

 
 
 
 
 
 
          Pakistan Journal of Criminology 

development…[and] enable children to absorb and understand new 

information and affect their attainment in all subjects’ (Sullivan and Matt, 

2015, 11). However, this may be taken an assumption which needs to be 

investigated in the context of Pakistani society as girls’ education attainment 

does vary by social class background, the type of school they attend and their 

geographical location. Unlike girls from elite and professional middle class 

backgrounds, girls from working class and rural areas face multiple 

challenges and perform less well than boys of their own social class and areas 

(UNESCO, 2004).  

Engagement of boys and girls in domestic chores: One of the primary 

means through which young boys and girls define themselves is through and 

against one another and alongside cultural notions of masculinity and 

femininity. This study found that carrying out domestic chores was an 

intrinsic part of the daily routine for girls. An overwhelming majority of the 

girls revealed that washing utensils, making tea, helping in cooking and 

serving food, pressing dresses and even sweeping house were part of their 

daily routines. Girls considered the performance of domestic chores as their 

duty and natural role. The key reasons mentioned by girls for doing domestic 

chores and boys for avoiding the same are summarized in table 3. 

Table 3: Reasons girls gave for carrying out domestic chores 

Reasons common among girls for 
carrying domestic chores  

Reasons common among boys for 
not doing domestic chores 

I am the elder daughter and I have to 
do it. 

I love my mother and I want to help 
her. 

If girls do not do who will do. 

Mom wants to train me as a good girl. 

I want to get my mother prayer. 

mom scolds me if I don’t do 

I am not a girl  

We don’t need to do 

Mother and sister(s) do 

No ways. Why should we                                      

It is females’ duty 

 

The acceptance of domestic chores by girls as their natural and normative 

role and the rejection of the same by boys define what it means to be a man 

and woman or masculine or feminine. Declaring domestic chores as 

normative feminine activity, a boy in this study asserted, ‘you [referred to the 

researchers] mean boys should help in cooking and washing [he giggled and 

continued] you mean we should also wear bangles, ear rings, and dupta[a piece 
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of cloth that Muslim women/girls put on to cover their heads and 

bosom]’.Contributing towards this strong gender lived experience and 

gendered socialization is possibly the gender bias textbooks that 

emphatically reinforce domestic chores as women’s natural role and public 

sphere as men’s prerogative (Ullah, 2013; Ullah and Skelton 2013; Ullah et al, 

2014; Khurshid, et al., 2010; Mattu and Hussain, 2003). Different studies (for 

example Khurshid, et al., 2010; Ullah 2013) continuously found that not only 

grown up females are depicted in stereotypical roles but small girls have been 

shown engaged in domestic chores (Ullah, 2013). Moreover, there has not 

been a single text or illustration that portrays a man/boy who is engaged in 

domestic chores.  

Despite the prevalence of strong domestic ideology and association of 

domestic chores with girls as their natural and normative role, some boys (9 

out 120) held that they did extend help in domestic chores, e.g. some time 

making tea, pressing their school uniform, cleaning and polishing their shoes 

or helping out their mothers in kitchen. The engagement of this insignificant 

number of boys in domestic chores may be seen as a significant change in 

term of challenging the dominant gender order and domestic ideology. It is 

also an important finding that very few girls, mostly from the elite schools, 

said that they did some help in cooking, tea making, and dish washing but did 

not do much domestic chores as their parents gave greater priority to their 

studies and completion of school work. This shows ‘gender role’ fluidity 

across classes. The crux of the discussion here is that family, school 

knowledge and class location seem the obvious and powerful forces scalping 

young boys and girls as masculine and feminine subjects. This brining up of 

girls to accept the stereotypical domestic role may certainly be reproducing 

gender hierarchies on generational basis.  

Gender and television watching: Boys and girls revealed different tastes in 

watching television. 80 per cent girls liked watching dramas, 72 percent liked 

religious programmes and82 percent loved watching cooking programmes 

and cartoons. Contrary to girls, an overwhelming majority (73 percent) of the 

boys watched sports while 67 and 78 per cent referred to National 

Geographic and films respectively as their favorite channels. Table 4 

(attached as annexure) depicts a comprehensive and clear picture of 

television watching as a gender issue among young girls and boys.  The study 

also found that girls mentioned a wider range of programmes than boys. 

However, these choices are vividly  stereotypical and  gendered: girls’ interest 

in watching cooking programmes, dramas, religious programmes and boys’ 
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interest in sports, films and national geographies carry with them baggage of 

femininity and masculinity. The study also unpacked that majority (73) of 

girls’ timing and programmes types were limited and censored by their 

parents. Boys enjoyed freedom of time as well as the types of programmes 

they wished to watch. Only a tiny number (24) revealed that their timing and 

TV programmes were controlled by their parents. Very few students (17) 

revealed that they did not have TV in their homes. The gendered nature of 

television watching and sexism in television programs in Pakistan (see Ullah 

and Nisar, 2011; Ullah and Nisar 2014) contribute to our understandings of 

the ways young boys and girls construct themselves as masculine and 

feminine individuals and contribute to the sustenance of gender order.  

Boys and girls intimacy with their parents: One of the key findings of the 

study is that young people, irrespective of their gender, did not have better 

communication with their fathers.  An overwhelming majority (67 %) of the 

female students said that they shared their problems with their mothers or 

elder sisters rather than their fathers. Similarly, 53 percent of the male 

students revealed that they shared their problems with their mothers or 

someone else in the family not fathers. A considerable number of the male 

students said that they did not share their problems with any family member 

at all. The reasons that they mentioned for not sharing problem with their 

fathers were fear and scolding. A class 10th student from the public school 

said: ‘I don’t share my problem with my father as he becomes angry [at me]’. 

Similarly, Zoheeb, class 9th student from the public School asserted ‘I don’t 

share my school and other problems with my father [as] he scolds me, even 

beats me instead of solving the problems’. Nevertheless, majority of the 

students from the elite and upper middle social class background revealed 

that they shared school problems as well as other issues with both parents 

(father and mother). One of the class 9th students of the private school said: ‘I 

tell my mother. I also tell my father when needed. They visit my school and meet 

[my] teachers. My father encourages me to tell each and everything to him or 

my mother …, but I tell my mother each and everything and tell my father only 

few and serious problems’. Another student (from class 9)   in the elite private 

school said: “Abu1 comes late and he is tired so I avoid increasing his tension. 

But [my] mother tells him when it is necessary. But I demand my gifts and other 

things directly from [my] father, he loves me’. 

                                                           
1
 Abu is an Urdu/Arabic word which used for father 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 Hazir Ullah, Prof. Johar Ali & Busra Ahmad 172 

These findings reflect and reinforce characteristics associated with 

traditional notions of masculinity and femininity: fathers as aggressive and 

serious who maintain a gap between themselves and their children and do 

not seem to be involved in children’s minor issues whereas mothers carry 

tenderness and softness in their nature. The finding that fathers are informed 

about serious issues again reinforces the conventional notion of masculinity. 

These responses still situate “fathers in secondary and part-time role and 

mothers as primary parents (see Wall and Arnold, 2007; Sunderland, 

2006).Parenting on these essentialist lines offers young boys and girls with 

masculine and feminine role models which communicate them a strong 

message what it means to be a father and a mother or man and woman.  

A room of one’s own: In terms of autonomy and independence, Virginia 

Woolf’s 1945 essay ‘A Room of One’s Own’ has become part of our modern 

cultural discourses. We understand that a room of one’s own doesn’t have to 

be a physical one; but it can be symbolicalor social. Autonomy requires the 

presence of privacy and the absence of interference. In every day experience, 

having a room of one’s own gives women the private space they need to 

retreat, think, articulate their thought and put together the fragmented pieces 

of their identities. This separate room gives them an opportunity to avoid 

surveillance; it destroys the mirror of distorted self-image and maps their 

existence in different dimensions (Ullah, 2006). Space, both physical and 

social, is the key to ‘gender performativity’ (Butler, 1993). The discussion 

here is restricted to physical space (room) that female and male students 

have in their homes. Majority (82 percent) of the boys said that they have a 

room of their own. Girls revealed that they shared room with sisters or 

female cousins (in case of joint family). The few girls (31percent) who 

claimed to have a room of their own were mostly from the private schools, 

and, therefore, from economically rich family backgrounds (see table 6 as 

annexed). However, even some girls from private schools (belonging to elite 

and professional middle class backgrounds) said that they shared rooms with 

their sisters or female cousin(s). One of the private school students said: ‘I 

share room with baji2. She is my best friend, we study together, we play ludo, 

and sometimes fight with pillows. My brothers can’t live in one room; they fight 

in real so they have their separate rooms’. As indicated by the data, a room of 

one’s own is not only a gender issue but also a class problem. The possession 

                                                           
2
 It is an Urdu language word which is used for elder sister. 
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of an independent room by young boys and some upper class girls enable 

them to be private from parents and siblings alike, whereas the sharing of 

room with other family members leaves the majority girls subject to parents’ 

and siblings’ gaze.    

Young boys and girls’ participation in sports: Since the independence of 

Pakistan on August 14, 1947, physical education and sports is an integral part 

of education in Pakistan. Girls and boys, in official discourses, are provided 

equal opportunities to participate in sports from primary level to the 

university level. Physical education is an elective subject from class VI to XII 

(age group 11 to 18 years). Each school is also provided with a physical 

education teacher. Despite all these official provisions, females’ participation 

in sports is incredibly low and stereotypical choice of sports is evident (Ullah 

and Ali, 2012).  

This study found that only young boys play a variety of sports (cricket 

hockey, basketball etc) in schools breaks as well as in their leisure time after 

schools. Girls reported their engagement in some sort of sports activity in 

schools only as they were not allowed to go out for playing sports in the 

evening. A young girl from the public school said: ‘I read newspapers or watch 

TV as I am not allowed to go out and play, but my brother regularly goes out for 

playing cricket after he comes from college’. Majority of the girls held that they 

did not play any sports at all. This shows that sport is a highly gendered 

phenomenon linked to notions of manliness and masculinity. The 

intersectional analysis of gender and class revealed that young girls from the 

elite schools mentioned that they play lawn tennis, attend aerobic classes and 

go to fitness club (sporting and leisure activities not available tolower middle 

and working lower class girls). The point to be noted here is that in Pakistan 

sports is not only gendered but the ‘practice of sports are socially stratified’ 

(Jravie, 2012: 59).The intersectional analysis of sport, gender and class 

demands for a separate study that demonstrates the fluidity and 

contradictory nature of these categories. To sum up the discussion here it is 

argued that gender identities are being so fixed by earlier socialization in the 

home and later on reinforced by schools that both, home and school 

environment effectively reinforce hegemonic masculinity in sports. This 

provides boys with more and wider range of outdoors competitive sports, 

whereas girls participated in limited and selected in indoor sports-e.g. 

skipping badminton etc (for detail discussion on sport see Ullah,2013; Ullah 

and Skelton, 2014).  
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Conclusion  

The study found that young women and men engagement with the social 

world is highly gendered and stereotypical. The study’s findings affirm that 

gender is not something that children ‘have’ but something that they 

‘do’and‘re-do’. The study findings also suggest that gender is an ideological 

tool that produces, reproduces and legitimizes young girls’ and boys’ subject 

choices, career aspirations, their leisure time and their overall engagement 

with the social world along the notion of normative femininity and 

masculinity. Subject choices and career options are restricted and limited for 

girls and left open for boys. The nub of discussion is that ‘gender relations’ 

are reproduced by family socialization which is later on reinforced through 

school knowledge (see Francis, 1997; Raymond and Benbow, 1986). It is 

important to mention here that the amount of opportunities available to 

young men and women vary greatly between different classes. The study 

suggests that the issue of gender equality need to be frequently discussed in 

the family, school and television so that boys/men and girls/women seize to 

form categories that define and shape acceptable behavior and way of 

conduct. It is acknowledged that the quest of equality (both class and gender) 

is a long one. However, through education the construction of equality 

discourses will lead to the deconstruction of inequality, which in turn may 

create the new culture that will celebrate and honor difference. 
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Annexure 

         Table-2:   Boys and girls reading habits of news paper and magazines  

Boys and girls  

reading habits 

Boys Girls 

Public 
school  

Private 
schools  

Public 
school  

Private 
schools  

News paper  14 31 22 61 

Magazines  9 23 26 63 

Story books  07 11 13 35 

 

        Table: 3 Boys’ and girls’ engagement in domestic chores 

Respondents 
Sex  

Help/ engagement in domestic chores Total  

Yes No 

Boys  09 (8%) 101 (92%) 110 

Girls 103 (94%) 07 (06%) 110 

 

        Table 4: Boys and girls choice of television programmes 

Boys and girls choice of  TV 
programmes  

Boys  Girls  

Drama  22 80 

Films  73 15 

Sports 78 13 

News  34 12 

Cooking programme  12 82 

Religious programme  27 78 

Political talk shows  44 21 

National geography  67 13 

Cartoons  19 70 

 

 

              Table 6: A room of one’s own: Table 6 explains how space is 
differentially available to females and males as well as 
children from different socio-economic backgrounds.  

 

Part A 
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Boys and girls having their independent room 

Boys  91 (82 %)  

Girls  35 (31%) 30 from private schools and just 5 from public 
schools  

Total  126 (52 %) 

 

Part B 

students from different   schools having a room of their own 

 

Categories  Frequency (%) 

Girls and boys from   private schools  101 (91%) 

Girls and boys from public schools  25 (23%) 

Total   

 

           N=220 (boys 110 and girls 110) 

 


