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Editorial  
Establishing the Department of Criminology at the UOP 

The editorial is divided in two parts. The first part highlights 
some developments in the process of establishing the Department of 
Criminology at the University of Peshawar (UOP), Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP). The second part introduces the articles in this issue. 
 In Fall 2016 the University of Peshawar took its first ever batch in 
MA criminology program. It became the first university in the province 
of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa to have started an MA program in criminology. 
The provincial government has promised a sum of Rs 200 million to 
support the establishment of a criminology institute in the university. 
However, at present the program doesn’t have its own building and 
faces considerable shortage of specialized faculty. There is only one 
PhD faculty in the field of criminology in the university, Dr. Basharat 
Hussain. 
 In this section of the editorial I briefly record some efforts in the 
process of institutionalizing criminology in the University of Peshawar. 
Although criminology as an optional course has been part of the syllabi 
for long time at the Departments of Social Work, Sociology and 
Anthropology as well as in the Law College, the idea to create a 
separate department of criminology was a new institutional 
development. It is worth noticing here that one suggestion for 
introducing new program in criminology had come from Dr. Fasihuddin 
(President, Pakistan Society of Criminology). On the recommendation 
of a well-known scholar and member of Provincial Public Service 
Commission, KP, Dr. Zahoor Ahmed Awan, Dr. Fasihuddin’s book 
entitled “Expanding Criminology to Pakistan” was sent to a different 
public sector universities in the province by the-then Governor Awais 
Ghani. However, most of the universities expressed their inability to 
start the criminology program on the account of lack of facilities and 
faculty.  
 From 2010 through 2012 various aspects of the proposal for a 
criminology department were worked out—naming and designing 
courses, assigning and scheduling courses on a two-year division of the 
program, selecting readings and preparing readers, and defending the 



 

 

courses and the entire program in the Board of Studies’, Board of 
Faculty and the Academic Council’s meeting. The Vice Chancellor at 
that time, Prof. Dr. Qibla Ayaz supported the proposal for a separate 
Department of Criminology. However, after a two-year long effort of 
getting the program approved on different levels of university’s 
academic hierarchy, the administration put the proposal on the 
backburner.  
 According to Dr. Hussain it took four years before the university 
announced a degree program in criminology in 2016. From 2012 to 
2016 there was virtually no progress. However, in January 2016, when 
the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan (HEC) showed its interest 
in the establishment of institutes of criminology in public sector 
universities that the prospects of establishing the criminology 
department begin to become strong. HEC’s interest renewed the 
prospect of the proposal for a separate department in the University. 
The HEC had sent a letter to the University of Peshawar through the 
provincial Higher Education Department (HED). The letter was based on 
a concept note prepared by Dr. Shoaib Suddle, a former Inspector 
General of Police of Balochistan. According to Dr. Hussain, Dr. Suddle is 
one of the persons who has played significant role in introducing and 
spreading the field of criminology on higher education level in Sindh. In 
1995 Dr. Suddle along with some other professors started an MA 
program in criminology under the umbrella of the Department of 
Sociology at the University of Karachi. Later on, the program was 
upgraded and separate Department of Criminology was established in 
2014 at the University of Karachi. Professors at other universities 
followed suit. Accordingly, the University of Sindh, Jam Shoro, 
established its department of criminology in 1998 and the University of 
Punjab in 2008. 
 To discuss the HEC’s concept note, Prof. Dr. Rasul Jan, the new Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Peshawar called a meeting inviting Prof. 
Dr. Basharat Hussain (Chairman Social Work Department), Prof. Dr. 
Fayyaz ur Rehman (Principal Law College), and Dr. Niaz Muhammad 
(Chairman Sociology Department). The Vice Chancellor was 
enthusiastic to start a criminology institute. In the meeting the 
potential for the institute was discussed. The meeting concluded that a 
detailed PC-1 should be prepared and presented to the HED and the 
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HEC. It is pertinent to note that most of these professors were working 
on the forum of Pakistan Society of Criminology, i.e., outside their 
University Departments, and almost all of them including Dr. Basharat, 
Dr. Qibla Ayaz, Dr. Sarah Safdar, and Dr. Niaz Muhammad represented 
on the editorial/advisory board of Pakistan Journal of Criminology.  
Here on the board they used to exchange their views and promoted 
their ideas for expanding criminology in Pakistan.  
 On the basis of PC-1 the provincial government in the 2016-17 
budget approved Rs. 200 million for establishing the institute of 
criminology in the University of Peshawar. However, some further 
bureaucratic steps were still there to attend to: approval from Higher 
Education Department, Finance Department of provincial government, 
and finally from the Provincial Development Working Party (PDWP). On 
March 27 a meeting of PDWP was called. In the meeting university 
representatives was asked to present on the potential and viability of 
the institute. The meeting concluded with an affirmative decision for 
establishing the institute.   
 It is interesting to note that in Fall 2016, before the final approval 
by the PDWP and the release of the funds, the University began the MA 
program in criminology on its own. The University took this proactive 
step because there was a proposal in the PC-1 that the University 
would begin the MA program in Fall 2016. However, part of the reason 
was also that the tenure of Prof. Rasul Jan, the Vice Chancellor, was 
ending in February 2017 and there was fear that the new 
administration might put the proposal on the backburner again. 
Therefore, Prof. Jan’s administration thought it to be an opportune 
time to begin the department of criminology even before the release of 
funds. To start the department some class-room space in the Social 
Work department was made available. However, once the funds are 
released from provincial government, the Department of Criminology 
will have its own building. The building will be constructed next to the 
building of the Institute of Peace and Conflict. A fund of Rs 100 million 
is allocated for the construction of the building.  
 The chairman of the department, Dr. Hussain, hopes that with the 
passage of time the Department of Criminology will grow and expand 
into an institute of excellence. He believes that in future the 
Department will not only have an MA program, but also BS, M.Phil and 



 

 

PhD programs. Apart from that, the chairman has the idea to start 
diploma courses for personnel of law enforcement agencies. He also 
hopes to start a research journal from the institute. On the other hand, 
the chairman believes that in near future the institute will be well-
networked with provincial and federal policy making bodies as well as 
with different law enforcement agencies. Such networking will help 
both, the government and the institute, to collaborate on policy-
making and implementation related to crime prevention, law 
enforcement, delivery of justice, offenders’ rehabilitation and public 
protection.  
 Now I would like to introduce the articles in this issue. In their 
paper entitled “Female Probationers in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa”, Saira 
Mairaj et al., study female criminality in the province of KPK. They 
demonstrate that female probationers have tendency to involve in 
drug trafficking. They argue that the reason for such involvement is low 
socio-economic status and lack of earning opportunities for them. 
Mairaj et al., also discuss the role of public probation service in the 
reintegration of female probationers back in the community.  

The second article critically discusses a recent child protection 
act of provincial government of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. This article is by 
Tahira Jabeen and Zia Ullah Akhunzada. It is titled “An Assessment of 
the Staff’s Capacity to Implement the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Child 
Protection & Welfare Act 2010.” Jabeen and Akhunzada argue that the 
child protection practitioners lack the essential training to understand, 
interpret and implement the Act. They also point to gaps between the 
legislation and the available administrative setup.  
 The third article in the issue places the fall of Swat valley to the 
Taliban in the long view. Ghazala Rafi discusses the immediate and long 
term causes of the conflict in the valley that led to its fall to the Taliban. 
According to her the immediate causes include the government’s 
reconciliatory policy and the flawed pacts with the Taliban. While the 
long term causes include partial merger of the valley with Pakistan, 
exploitation of religious sentiments, and weak legal and judicial system.  
 The fourth article in the issue takes up the history of violence 
against women and its visibility and recognition. The authors Raazia 
Hassan Naqvi et al employ a historical approach and bring to record 
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different phases of struggle for women rights and the accompanying 
violence.  
 The fifth article surveys social and economic reasons of 
commission of robbery in the Punjab. Syed Yasir Mahmood Gillani and 
Muhammad Wasif Siddqi find out in a quantitative survey carried out in 
30 prisons and questioning about 200 prisoners in the Punjab that 
unemployment and residential background and status are major 
factors behind the commission of robbery.  
 The sixth article discusses the legislative relationship between 
counterterrorism and human rights in Pakistan. In this article, Hidayat 
Ur Rehman and Muhammad Arshad Iqbal argue that in Pakistan this 
relationship is not only contradictory, but also an impediment to 
establishing a liberal human rights regime.  
 The seventh article in the issue is based on murder of a famous 
Western artist, Van Gogh. The murder leads to tensed relations 
between Western and Muslim communities in Amsterdam. The author, 
Syed Sami Raza, argues there is need to understand the troubled 
relationship between art and religion, especially as the appeal of 
violence draws a large number of people to its call.  
 The last article in the issue by Hasan T. Arslan and Alec Petrone 
propose a strategy to counter religious fundamentalism. The aim of 
their strategy is to deprive the militants of recruiting young men and 
women by attacking its sources of ideological proliferation and 
suggesting more desirable alternative perspectives. 
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