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Editorial: De-radicalization of Education in Pakistan 

This editorial is divided in two parts. In the first part I will comment briefly 

on the de-radicalization phenomenon in the Province of Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa (KP) its present status and suggestions. In the second part I 

will introduce the articles in this issue. 

I. 

The state of Pakistan, especially the Pakhtun belt (KP and FATA), were 

immensely affected by the nuisance of terrorism and one of its parallels—

radicalization. This menace has severely damaged our religious narrative, our 

ethos and our social and cultural norms. Radicalization is an existential 

growing threat for Pakistan. As a state, Pakistan needs to ask question that 

why it is under the perpetual threat of radicalization and terrorism? 

Radicalization in Pakistani society did not grow over night. There are a 

number of reasons for the radicalization of our society. It is not possible 

to declare a single reason which overwhelmingly could be the sole cause of 

‘radicalization’. But, given the severity of the problem, one has 

to recognize the essential elements, which directly or indirectly, have 

contributed towards the advancement of an intolerant and unbalanced 

society in Pakistan. However, I am intended to declare one reason as the 

paramount reason for this state of affairs in Pakistan, and that is the present 

education system of Pakistan. Education is the key stone of the arch of society 

on which all elements are dependent, like the behaviour, economy, social 

norms and national character, to say the least. A unified, consistent, focused 

and well thought-out education system produces responsible citizens, while a 

discordant, unproductive, and incompetent and obsolete education system 

generates an undesirable lot of confused and directionless citizens. 

Unfortunately, Pakistan has not been able to come up with an education 

system that could rescue the members of the society from many social and 

economic weaknesses, and which could provide them with skills as well as 

promote the social norms to live and let others live in an environment of 

tolerance and accommodation. The education system, which prevailed in the 

Muslim societies in the past, aimed to produce virtuous and practicing 

Muslims and whereby it was expected that due to its Islamic character, the 

graduates would play their role in the formation of a moral and rational 
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society and struggle for social, political, economic and spiritual well being of 

the society doesn’t exist anymore. 

Unluckily, the prevailing education system in Pakistan is a mix of anomalies, 

and marked with a variety of stratification at different levels of social and 

economic status of the students and their parents. It is negatively affecting 

our youth coming out of such system. Sadly to say, none of the madrassas 

(Islamic Schools) reforms were initiated or implemented in letter and spirit. 

Nor the public and private schools systems are brought at par and 

modernized in terms of science and technology.  Due to massive inflation and 

poverty, the stratification is growing rapidly in the society. Some areas are 

visibly lying behind in terms of development and human progress, i.e. 

Balochistan, Southern Punjab, interior Sindh and the tribal belt, called FATA, 

now recently merged in the Province of KP. Since a huge population of the 

country is deprived of education, especially the technical and professional 

education, which causes massive unemployment, so a large segment of the 

society is at risk for being exploited by the militants and radicals. This 

provides a breeding ground for various social evils such as crimes and 

corruption. Such jobless youth are the major victims of terrorist conscripts. 

Now it is the prime duty of the government to develop an effective structure 

and system to provide adequate and meaningful education to the citizens to 

save them from the temptations of radicals and propaganda of militants. Such 

a system should inculcate in the citizens harmony, tolerance, personal 

integrity, character building and uprightness.  

Social evils like radicalization, intolerance and extremism cannot be 

eradicated, unless students are well equipped in profitable skills and the 

education should be economically rewarding. The students should possess a 

breadth of outlook and awareness about their national and global 

responsibilities. The introduction and development of a balanced and modern 

education system would certainly be a major step in the process of de-

radicalization of our society. 

II. 

Now I would introduce the articles in this issue. 

In the first article of the issue the author, Petter Gottschalk, analyses the 

Health Care Fraud by Public Hospitals as Corporate White-Collar Crime in the 

light of convenience theory. He says that Public hospitals engage in fraud as 
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they want to add funding to their budgets without providing the health care 

services expected from the funds. He argues that corporate crime is resulting 

from offenses by collectivities or aggregates of discrete individuals. He 

further argues that if a corporate official violates the law in acting for the 

corporation, we also define it as corporate crime or organizational offending.  

Corporate crime is often a structural problem where the enterprise is to 

benefit. 

Rasool Buksh Meerjat argues in his article titled as The Issue of Non-

Enforcement of Human Rights and Rise of Terrorism in Pakistan that there are 

multiple causes of terrorism in Pakistan and one of the major issues is non-

enforcement of the basic rights. As the situation of enforcement of human 

rights is very poor in our country, and people are being taken away of their 

basic rights such as employment, education, health facilities, clean water, 

shelter, clothes and healthy food. He argues that when people get deprived of 

their basic needs of life or when it becomes too costly for them to have them 

consequently, the frustrated people opt for wrong ways to access them. It is 

because of either they become mentally unstable, frustrated or chose illegal 

ways to get their rights.  

 

Bakht Rawan and others investigate relationship between media coverage of 

terrorist attacks and post traumatic stress disorder among the viewers of 

such media coverage. Their analysis indicate that although children living in 

other parts of the country knew about the incident of Army Public School 

(APS) Peshawar and television was the major source of information for 

majority of them but  television coverage of this gruesome incident did not 

cause significant post-traumatic  stress disorder Post-Traumatic Disorder 

Syndrome (PTSD) among them. Nevertheless, a significant relationship was 

found between the “type of school” and PTSD. They argue that the type of 

school was reflecting the economic level of the children studying in three 

different types of schools, which was determining their access to other 

sources of information, especially the internet-based sources/gadgets that 

were limited to children of high social-economic-status. 

Next article by Noor Ullah Khan and Ashfaq U. Rehman entitled National 

character and leadership in Pakistan: Challenges and Response argues that the 

national leadership uses the instrumentality of the national character to 

influence decisions and effect reforms in all important walks of collective life. 

They argue that history is both the consequence of the acts of leadership and 



 
 
 
 
 
 
       Editorial iv  

particular heroic men and women, and the product of the interaction of social 

forces in the historical process—the forces being socio-political, economic, 

nationalistic, cultural, religious, geostrategic and international, etc.  

Muqeem ul Ismal and Shahzad Hussain’s article entitled Impact of Crime and 

Corruption on GDP per capita inquires ways and means to enhance well-being 

of a society. He argues that economic performance has direct relationship 

with the crime, law & order condition and corruption. He further argues that 

institutional reforms in crime and law & order related institutions will 

directly enhance favorable environment for economic activities like tourism, 

foreign direct investment,industrial growth and consumer confidence. Low 

crime rate also reduces cost of investment, cost of transaction and direct 

security-related cost. 

Raazia Hussain Naqvi and Muhammad Ibrar’s article entitled History of Social 

Welfare and Domestic Violence Shelters called Dar ulAmans: A Case Study of 

Punjab Province Pakistan focuses on the history of Darul Amans with special 

refence to Punjab province of Pakistan. 

Arshad Khan Bangash and Rashid Khan in their article entitled Illiteracy And 

Its Relation With Honour Killing In Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) 

Of Pakistan explore that how illiteracy contributes to the honour killing in 

tribal societies. They highlight significant association of honour killing with 

illiteracy. They argue that honour killing was non-significantly associated 

with teachings of honour norms, and higher rate of killing among illiterate 

than literate. They further argue that all stakeholders need to be educated 

about the magnitude and direction of human losses through ultra judicial 

killing. Education regarding social equity, harmony and integration with 

particular emphasis on gender equity need to be imparted. Educated 

segments of population are required to perform their positive role, and study 

materials about human rights in general and women rights in particular need 

to be incorporated in the syllabi. These are a few recommendations 

forwarded in the article in light of the study findings.  

Shahid Ahmed Afridi in his article, Militancy In Pakistan Through 

Constructivist’s Lens, intends to explicate and outline the context and 

academic repertoire of constructivist approach in the broad spectrum of the 

violent extremism being unleashed by non-state violent actors in Pakistan.  
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Bakhtiar Khan and others in their paper entitled The Politics of Corruption 

and Its Impact on Democracy in Pakistan (1988-1999) analyses the democratic 

period of 1988-1999, in the perspective of politicians’ involvement in corrupt 

practices and abuse of public offices which had overshadowed the desired 

goal of full democratization. 

Hassina Bashir and Muhammad Ayub Jan in their article Political Oppression, 

Resistance and Leadership Change: The Rise Of Nasim Wali Khan As A Leader 

explore that how Nasim Wali Khan emerged as a leader in face of ferocious 

political suppression such as imprisonment and torture, perpetrated by the 

regime of Z.A. Bhutto and how she retained her position through political 

manoeuvring. 
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