
Editorial

Pakistan Society of Criminology has been working day in and day out to 
expand criminology to Pakistan. PSC is not only interested in the expansion of 
criminological research, but also in the overall expansion of other faculties of 
knowledge. 

Many predict that the modern era of online digital revolution will wipe out the 
centuries old tradition of libraries. Despite such predictions, however, libraries are 
still intact and have not lost their luster. Libraries are more than just a collection of 
books. They provide an environment that is conducive to reading and writing. 
Evidence suggests that those students who visit school/college libraries score high 
on tests. “A 2005 study of the Illinois School Libraries shows that students who 
frequently visit well-stocked and well-staffed school libraries end up with higher 
ACT scores and perform better on reading and writing exams” (Wahab, 2009).

Unfortunately, the libraries culture is on considerable decline in Pakistan, 
particularly in the Province of Pakhtunkhwa. The people of Peshawar, the capital of 
Pakhtunkhwa, have very few facilities of libraries. There is public almost no worth 
mentioning research library. The private libraries have no public access. As a result 
of this lack of libraries and  access to higher order knowledge, the people of this 
region cannot compete in the Civil Services  competitive examinations and tests for 
various scholarships. Barring the local and religious bookstores, there are no mega 
shops of modern books and journals in Peshawar. Almost all the mega bookstores 
have shifted to other big cities like Islamabad due mainly to disruptive radical 
activities.

Keeping in view the importance of libraries for students, researchers and the 
stgeneral public, PSC has established the 1  private sector library in Peshawar (named 

Research Library Peshawar, RLP) at Farman Manzil, Opposite FATA Secretariat, 
Warsak Road, Peshawar. The Library is an extension of PSC. The President 
Pakistan Society of Criminology, Mr. Fasihuddin (PSP) donated 7,000 books from 
his personal collection. Dr. Shafique-ur-Rehman, a well known Psychiatrist in 
Peshawar, contributed 1,000 books from his private library. The PSC's office has 
been shifted to the same building. Besides this, scholars, professors, researchers, 
and people of knowledge from all over the country and across the world have started  
donating books to Research Library Peshawar (RLP). 

This initiative has been received with applause by students, government 
officials, scholars of social sciences, humanities, and other faculties of knowledge. 
Print and electronic media has given huge coverage to the news of library 
establishment. Daily Dawn (May 07, 2014) has given a comprehensive coverage to 
Research Library. It says,  “ The library has a marvelous and rare collection of books
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on literature, Islamic studies, Pakistan studies, history, foreign affairs, international 
relations, political science, biographies, criminology, policing science, sociology, 
mysticism, poetry, social work, philosophy and dictionaries. Reference books of 
Urdu, Pashto, and Persian and English literature are the most precious assets of the 
library.” Similarly, daily The Nation has given another very appreciating story on 
May 15, 2014 with a picture of library.

The RLP has a collection of high quality books, modern reading material, the 
latest journals and magazines like Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, Newsweek, Time 
and The Economist. It also has a collection of many of the latest edition of all the 
major research journals published from Pakistan and around the world, especially 
those recognised by the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan.

The library is, however, in need of more books, journals and particularly the 
personal and institutional donations for sustainability and further expansion. In 
order to accomplish this task, the philanthropist, civil society and donors 
community are requested to generously donate to this  noble academic and much 
needed endeavour  in KP.
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