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Abstract 

 This research is focused on the causes and the consequences of convicted 

women in their families during their sentence. Particularly in society woman has 

been the foundation stone of a family since the beginning of world. Especially in 

Pakistan, a woman is seen as preserver of social norms, traditions, customs, 

morality and family cohesiveness. In the present world it is gloomy to see that 

women's achievement is also getting extend towards criminality in the social, 

culture, economic and political milieu of Pakistan. The present study is going to 

be explaining that the number of factors i.e. large family size, poor economic 

status in male dominating society, poor law and order agencies and corruption all 

are the major factors associated with women's criminality. Current research is 

based on detailed interviews that were conducted by the researcher herself in face-

to-face interaction with the women Prisoner after the permission of I. G Prisons, 

Punjab, Pakistan. Interview guide was developed for the collection of data by 

prisoner women and data was analyzed through narrative analysis and Content 

analysis. 
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Introduction 

 Peace and chaos are the eggs of a same basket. As good and evil both 

reside together, likewise, harmony and crime are bound to simultaneously exist on 

this planet. Recently the world has witnessed a gradual shift in the type of 

offenders and criminals convicted. The world of crime was presumed to be a 

typically male-dominated world where men were considered as offenders and 

women as victims, however, the global dynamics have drastically changed as 

many women and girls are now being made part of the dirty prison cells that were 

once occupied mainly by men (Siegel and Williams, 2003). This pattern 
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underscores the need to examine the rise as well as the root causes of female crime 

and delinquency which will in turn help authorities make improved decisions to 

mitigate the harmful effects of female criminality. 

 Men and women are the two basic units of a family in particular and of 

civilization in general. The differences in cultures stem from variation in roles and 

behavior patterns of these two units. Women have been considered as a nurturing 

icon since the inception of civilization. Particularly in Pakistan, a female is 

observed as a symbol of family cohesiveness, maintainer of customs, morality, 

communal norm and way of life. In today‟s world, where technology has reached 

horizons no one imagined earlier, the role of women in such developments cannot 

be denied. Women are contributing on each and every ground at equal pace with 

men. This is one side of story while the other side is as dark as the bright one.  

Today when women‟s accomplishments are appreciated everywhere; the trends 

towards involvement of women in crime are also on peak. Women criminology is 

no less common is Pakistan; a country where social norms are quite strictly 

followed. The women criminology is quite a vast field that encompasses social, 

public, intellectual, financial and opinionated milieu of Pakistan. Socio-economic 

and cultural factors i.e. low level of education, economically dependency and 

patriarchal system are the dragging factors which are forced the women to commit 

crimes in Pakistan (Zafar, et al.,2013, Abbas and Manzoor, 2015).  

On the other hand, females in addition are obligated to violent behavior for 

numerous similar reasons men do such as capital, authority and compensation 

(Kruttschnitt & Carbone-Lopez, 2006). 

 Involvement of Pakistani women in crime is increasing at an alarming 

rate. This involvement has reached a frightening stage that has forced a large 

number of responsible scholars seek the prime causes of female crimes that has 

led to tremendous increase in statistics of violence by women. According to a 

number of criminologists and sociologists, a major reason for increased women 

crime arose as a consequence of women liberation; as compared to house women, 

the women at work face more financial sorrow and greater than before municipal 

disorganization. Furthermore, deception and fake marriage are reasons that 

provoke women-type crimes. (Steffensmeier & Schwartz, 2004). 

 Out of 207 million Pakistanis, 101 million are women (GOP, 2017) and 

they live under such conditions that may possibly protect them from the 

recognition and prosecution of the crime. Moreover, women deprive the right of 

mate selection, isolation, ingratitude, helplessness; desperation and extra sexual 

relation are those social elements which are indulged women in Pakistan toward 

crimes. Therefore, women criminality has been drastically increasing in the 

Punjab, Pakistan hence required an in depth analysis into the cause and effect 
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relationship. The notion of women criminality is hidden cultural issue in Pakistan 

that has been dumped at the hands of male dominance and stereotypes attached in 

the Pakistani culture (Gillani et al., 2015). 

The gravity of in hand research can be observed by The Nation News 

(2012) it was reported that in Punjab Police department have notorious at 

least 4,000 females criminals were concerned in kidnapping, theft, put to death,  

and other hideous crimes transversely the area. Particular information prepared by 

the regional police, explained that these females have murdered over 200 citizens 

and offended 560 others throughout a range of incidents. These females have also 

carried out physical attack on 9 public servants, kidnapped 1,635 people, and 

committed 12 robbed and dacoits over 60 homes during 2011.In reference to the 

report, it is stated that women criminals were also caught up in 1070 incidents of 

robbery, 325 cases of deception, two cases of fraud, 35 cases of narcotics like 

drugs and some 22 crimes that come under local and special laws. Official records 

additionally shows, around 360 cases that were registered against women on 

charges of illegal relations, 29 cases of kidnapping for revenge, 235 cases of 

relatives and dowry disputes, 15 cases of love affairs, over 70 cases of old 

enmities, 115 of simple aggression and quarrels, 12 cases of monetary disputes 

and 35 cases of marriage and nikkah disputes. Some 115 cases were lodged 

against women in connection with quarrels with their husbands. These findings are 

cited by this report i.e. the number of women in prison has increased at nearly 

double the rate of men since 1985, 404 vs. 209, respectively. Women in state 

prisons in 2003 were more likely than men to be incarcerated for a drug offense 

(29% vs. 19%) or property offense (30% vs. 20%) and less likely than men to be 

incarcerated for a violent offense (35% vs. 53%) (Brown et al, 2005). The present 

situation recommends that women criminality demands more attention and 

research curiosity than it has received. A number of researchers (Steffensmeier & 

Hebert, 1999; Steinberg, 2000; & Warner, 2012) have focused on noticeable 

inconsistency among male and women while (Imai &Krishna, 2001; Mahmood & 

Cheema, 2008; Tibbetts & Hemmens, 2010; Sweeney & Payne, 2011, 2012; & 

Hicks & Hicks, 2014) focused on the social conditions behind the women crime 

that narrowed the sphere of activities open to females as a cause of disparity. 

Women are usually involved in murder of their own husbands, siblings, 

and children etc. A horrible incident took place in Multan southern Punjab, 

Pakistan in which a newly married Pakistani woman has been arrested on murder 

charges after she allegedly poisoned her husband's milk and it inadvertently killed 

17 relatives, a senior police officer says (November 2, 2017). Their 

disappointment in terms of their close relationships leads to this extreme act 

(Benekos and Merlo, 1995). It is generally accepted that women will be more 

http://nation.com.pk/tag/4,000
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inclined to kill their partners if they are “battered women” (Brown, 1987; Block 

and Block, 1993; Bannister, 1991).  

In distinction to men, women are more inclined to commit a violent crime 

at any easily available safe place like at home. Females are more inclined to 

murder their close relatives than strangers (Weizmann-Henelius et al, 2003). The 

few notorious women murderers have made us to believe that as compared to their 

male counterparts, the public perceives these women in tremendously different 

manner. Research proposes that this difference is originated from the cultural 

forces, focusing the perception of females being naturally feminine and nurturing 

(Arrigo & Griffin, 2004). 

The basic research objectives were to find out the role of social evils, 

economic causes and Family Dispute in women‟s criminality. 

 

Material and Methods 

  Methodology is a process that is undertaken by research to 

complete the dissertation/research project. Methodology of Sociological 

researches looks for commitments that address the full scope of issues went up 

against by observational work in the contemporary social sciences, including 

conceptualization and modeling, research plan, information gathering, estimation 

and data analysis. (Sjoberg et al., 2007). 

  Qualitative study has been conducted to have in depth interview with 50 

provisioner women from 5 prisons of Punjab Pakistan. Before conducting 

interview with the prisoner women, consent have been taken from them 

(researcher explain to prisoner women that no data will be used against them) and 

also permission from the competent authority (. I.G Punjab) of Prison department 

were also taken. An open-ended Questioner based upon the general issue 

regarding their cause of crime and imprisonment are outline. In depth interviews 

with the participants were conducted in the jail ensuring non-presence of the jail 

officials. Effort has been made to create conducive and non- threaten environment 

for having meaningful responses from the participants. The In-depth interviews 

were conducted in the month of July and august between 09:00-am to 04:00pm. 

The responses of the participants during interview were also recorded for reliable 

analysis. The content analysis was also carried out for Qualitative data. 

  Population of the present research was the total number of jails 

present within the area of interest (Neuman, 2001). The aggregate numbers of Jails 

of Punjab, Pakistan are 32. Target population of in-hand research was all the 

ladies that were incarcerations in these Jails who had penalized the sentence on 

committing any kind of crime. According to present research and the information 

that were obtained from Department of Jail, Punjab, Pakistan, the total number of 
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females incarcerations were 952 and the details is mentioned in the table-1. 

According to this table 670 were under-trail, 253 convicted and just 29 sentenced 

to death by the Law, and the statistics was based on the data collected from the 

department of prison. In this research researcher focused on all those ladies who 

were convicted of murder charge in all the Jails of Punjab, Pakistan and these 

women was target population of this study. The present examination was an 

endeavor to check the effects of ladies „imprisonment on their family. The real 

target of this examination was to decide the cause and effect of ladies‟ sentence on 

them and on their families in Punjab Pakistan. 

The five Jails that were selected as the general representation of all the 

jails of Punjab, Pakistan were: 

Sr. 

No. 

Name of Jails Under trial Convicted Condemned Total 

1 Central Jail, Lahore. 100 30 6 136 

2 Central Jail, Gujranwala. 40 28 1 69 

3 District Jail, Kasur. 13 0 0 13 

4 District Jail, Lahore. 0 0 0 0 

5 District Jail, Sheikhupura. 31 2 0 33 

6 District Jail, Sialkot. 22 32 3 54 

7 District Jail, Hafizabad 15 0 0 15 

8 District Jail, Narowal 4 2 1 7 

9 Central Jail, Sahiwal 6 18 0 24 

10 HSP Sahiwal 0 0 0 0 

11 District Jail, Okara 17 1 0 18 

12 District Jail, Pakpattan 10 3 0 13 

13 District Jail, 

Bahawalnagar. 

22 1 0 23 

14 Central Jail, Rawalpindi. 72 71 6 149 

15 District Jail, Attock. 6 4 0 10 

16 District Jail, Gujrat. 21 5 1 27 

17 District Jail, Jhelum. 14 5 1 20 

18 District Jail, M.B.Din. 0 0 0 0 

19 Sub Jail, Chakwal. 0 0 0 0 

20 Central Jail, Faisalabad. 0 0 0 0 

21 Central Jail, Mianwali 4 2 1 7 

22 B.I & J Jail, Faisalabad. 0 0 0 0 
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 District Jail Rawal-Pindi 

 District Jail Faisalabad 

 District Jail Lahore 

 District jail Sialkot 

 Central Jail Multan  

Primary data collection in qualitative research is the first step that 

explores information in a research. It is the thing that we regularly envision as 

utilization of statistical methods. (Cohen et.al, 2013).  Secondary examination is 

the re-analysis of information with the end goal of noting the first research 

question with better measurable procedures, or noting new inquiries with old 

information. Secondary investigation is a critical element of the examination and 

research enterprise (Glass, 1976).  

Table-1: Women incarcerations in the various jails Punjab Pakistan. 

Updated as on October 15th, 2017 

Source: 

http://www.prisons.punjab.gov.pk/female_prisoners_in_punjab_jails 

23 District Jail, Bhakkar 5 1 0 6 

24 District Jail, Faisalabad. 41 62 0 103 

25 District Jail, Jhang. 23 1 1 25 

26 District Jail, Sargodha. 18 3 0 21 

27 District Jail, Shahpur. 10 0 1 11 

28 District Jail, T.T.Singh. 7 0 0 7 

29 Central Jail, Multan. 0 0 0 0 

30 B.I & J Jail, Bahawalpur. 0 0 0 0 

31 Central Jail, Bahawalpur. 11 0 0 11 

32 Central Jail, D.G.Khan. 9 2 0 11 

33 District Jail, Multan. 0 0 0 0 

34 District Jail, 

Muzaffargarh. 

0 0 0 0 

35 District Jail, R.Y.Khan. 7 1 0 8 

36 District Jail, Rajanpur. 6 0 0 6 

37 District Jail, Vehari. 11 0 0 11 

38 District Jail, Layyah 3 0 0 3 

39 Women Jail, Multan. 41 54 13 108 

40 Sub Jail, Shujahbad 0 0 0 0 

Total:- 589 328 35 952 
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Sampling Techniques: 

Convenient sampling technique was used to draw a sample from target 

population who were ready to take the interview. Researcher took fifty cases as a 

sample. The sample is selected from within the population and is a smaller 

representation of the big population (Goode and Hatt, 1957). Since the world has 

limited resources so it was not practical to lead an investigation on whole universe 

or population so the researchers took the sample from within the population as a 

representation of the whole population. Each researcher has its own sample size, 

since our research was purely based on in-depth interviews; therefore researcher 

took 50 women from 5 jails of Punjab, Pakistan.  

The analyst started with the research issue and later based the research on 

the interviews conducted in the Jail. Interview is the advancement observation, 

focus, dependability, and validity in a typical social demonstration of discussion 

(Fodor et al, 2005). Interview guide was used for the data collection from the 

prisoner women. 
 

Pre-testing 

According to Goode and Hatt (1952) in research methodology the concept 

of pre-testing is basically an experimentation strategy where the effective trials are 

rehearsed and errors are minimized to stay from the mistakes in the final 

interview. Prior to the collection of data it is required to test the correctness and 

work capacity of the data collection instrument. There is always a possibility that 

the interview guide contains the questions that are superficial or too bold for the 

respondents therefore before finalizing the interview guide it was pre-tested thrice 

with three different respondents and corrections were made in the interview guide 

based on the results of these tests. 

 

Visit of Jails for data collection for gathering of information 

The most essential part of the examination work is information gathering 

since all the investigation depends on the data collected. The information was 

gathered in 45 days by the researcher herself from August 2017 to September 

2017 in face to face interviews with the murder convicts.  
 

Themes/frameworks identification 

After data collection the researcher analyzed the information and formed 

case studies based on individual cases. After that the researcher identified sub-

themes and themes: patterns that have emerged from the collected data. The 

researcher described each theme suitably so that it is comprehensible to readers 

and future researchers. 
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Results and Discussions 

The basic objective of this study is to highlight the most imminent factors 

contributing towards women crime within the vicinity of Punjab, Pakistan. This 

study comprises of various socio-economic, demographic, psychographic as well 

as behavioral aspects leading women to the world of crime. Moreover, this chapter 

provides a thorough discussion, interpretation and analysis of the data collected 

along with relevant suggestions for policy implications in order to curb women 

crime within the context of Pakistan. As crime is a social phenomenon stinging 

every nation around the world, hence, this study has used qualitative methods in 

order to provide an in-depth analysis of the problem at hand. Case study method 

has been adopted as case study methods are beneficial in the scope of studying 

human affairs as they are deep-rooted and provide a comprehensive qualitative 

data that cannot be quantified especially emotions and feelings (Stake, 2013). 

However, a rigorous process has been followed where the researcher had a 

first-hand experience with assailants within the vicinity of prisons that added 

observation material for the researcher to enrich the study. Also, case studies are 

utilized for expansionary rather than reactionary purposes and so add numerous 

benefits to this current study in bringing about a deep analysis of women crime in 

Pakistan (Zainal, 2017).   

Women crime has been denoted by a number of factors that couple 

together to give rise to this phenomenon in Pakistan. The socio-economic factors 

along with psychological factors and negative pressures have added to the rise of 

women criminality. Most of the cases exhibit striking similarity within the causes 

of crime. Most notable reason has been poverty and illiteracy as women were 

exhausted of their poor living conditions and meager resources, so in pursuit of a 

better lifestyle, they committed crimes that they would not have done otherwise 

like kidnapping and robbery attempt which ultimately led to murder 

(Steffensmeier, Darrell, and Allan, 1996). The Social Disorganization Theory by 

Shaw and McKay also prove this cause by stating that women are disorganized 

and tend to commit crime to lead a favorable life that provides them with certain 

resources and luxuries.  

Poverty and conservative mindset of majority of people in Pakistan has 

led to the rise of illiteracy where women are snatched of their basic right to 

education which leaves them morally and ethically immature and they cannot 

distinguish between right and wrong; leading to criminal activities (Henning and 

Klesges, 2002). These cases are consistent in deeming illiteracy as one of the most 

prominent causes of women criminology in Pakistan as majority of the women 

were illiterate or had received very minor formal education.   
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The Rational Choice Theory (RCT) was proposed by Goode in 1997 

which focused on individual‟s rational choice and own individualistic decision 

making power to achieve any outcome. Certain assumptions are drawn from this 

theory which explains that humans are rational and certain outcomes will be 

achieved if individuals will focus on choosing the desired inputs. Another striking 

postulate of RCT is that a social phenomenon is a by-product of individual action 

and hence can be linked to the world of criminology. Cornish (1987) investigated 

the RCT within crime control policies and concluded that if people were provided 

with measures to correct their individual behavior then crime control policies 

would be a success.  

RCT supports this idea as people are tired of their poor status and work in 

their own self-interest by committing crime in pursuit of elevated status. Pursuit of 

a better lifestyle urges these women to indulge in criminal activities which 

strongly supports majority of the cases analyzed. The Rational Choice Theory has 

certain assumptions and is largely based on an individualistic viewpoint of man 

and that everyone is a rational person, working in their self- interest. Grasmick 

(1993) tested the rational choice theory and concluded that people because of their 

greed tend to commit crime. However, this study supports the assumptions of 

Rational Choice theory because most of the women had a choice and they chose to 

murder another person as all of them were seems and sound women and not 

mentally disturbed however they acted out of self-interest. Drug and substance 

abuse is another cause of crime as some of the women committed crime because 

their husbands were heavily addicted to drugs so to get rid of such disturbing 

family life, these women decided to commit crime and get rid of their husbands 

(Mauer, 1999). 

According to RCT, women who were facing poverty and had witnessed 

cases of drug abuse, they took the matter in their own hands and worked in their 

self-interest to improve their conditions. The Social Control Theory also 

highlights this point as drug abuse is not regulated by many authorities in Pakistan 

and government does not keep a sound check on eradicating drug abuse which 

leads to a lot of women crime. The inter-family conflicts and bride-exchange is 

another factor that was consistent under some of the cases and contributed to 

women criminology. In Pakistan, families are closely-knitted hence interference 

either from in-laws or external family and relatives is high which causes 

aggression and conflicts among women and leads to crimes like murder (Mumola, 

2000).  

 

Case studies and their Analysis: 
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  My name is S. I have been convicted of murder. I am a convicted prisoner 

and I was sentenced to 25 years in prison as a punishment by the court according 

to the Pakistani law. I am the resident of Tehsil Kharian and my district is Gujrat. I 

am a prisoner of the “Sailkot Jail”. I belong to the province of Punjab and I am a 

27 years old, Muslim. By cast I am a “JUTT”. I received education only till 

matriculation however, I could not continue because I got married right after. 

Education has a profound effect on the status of any individual as an educated 

person has multiple paths to choose from; either good or bad. My Father is alive 

but my mother is no more alive whereas I am a widow now. My husband expired 

and prior to his death I was living with him. My husband did not receive any 

higher education. He received education till the 8th grade.  My parents were not 

well educated either hence depicting our family on the lower spectrum of the 

education scale. Attitude of my parents with me in my childhood was very polite 

and I adopted introvert Personality characteristics. By the time I got married I was 

sixteen years old. Early marriages play a significant role in the life of an ordinary 

Pakistani girl. I was living in a nuclear family system where we were eight family 

members in total which included my parents along with me and my four brothers 

as well as two sisters. All of my siblings were step-siblings as after the death of 

my mother my father remarried.  I was the only child from my father‟s first 

marriage. Family size does not impact on family but understanding between the 

family members plays a drastic role in family life. Amongst my siblings, I am 

naturally the eldest. I was living in the house made by mud which constituted a 

very mediocre lifestyle. There were no lands and properties owned by us. My 

father-in-law was dominating in decision making within our family which gave us 

no leverage t impose our wills on important matters. Prior to marriage I used to 

work in a beauty salon whereas my father was a landlord and a simple rural man. 

My husband used to work in a workshop as a low skilled mechanic and monthly 

income from all resources amounted to 30,000 approximately. The nature of crime 

committed by me was the murder of my own husband. I fell in love with my male 

friend and we both secretly decided to get married once I got out of that hell. It 

was 12 august 2014 and the clock ticked 11pm.  I and my friend were busy in 

discussion at home. He (my friend) had dropped by my place. I thought my 

husband would return home late as he was on a duty in Lahore but suddenly my 

husband entered home. At that time my friend was also present there. My husband 

got infuriated and angry. He started shouting and conflict started. My husband 

started beating and cursing me whilst my friend tried to save me. Both quarreled 

with each other too. Suddenly I saw a heavy stick lying in my garage. I hit my 

husband with that heavy stick so that I could save my friend. My husband fell due 

to the swear hit in his head and died on the spot.  
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 The offence was committed by me was not planned at all. It was purely an 

accident. The most significant reason of committing this crime was to save my 

own friend. There were no deep effects of my imprisonment on my family. I am 

confessing of my act and after committing the crime my reaction was normal 

because one of us had to die in order to end that weak marriage. So I chose to save 

myself and my lover. My male friend however abetted/instigated me for this crime 

now and then. He always motivated me to kill my husband and joked about it 

through conversation. Talking about violent behavior, I never faced any type of 

violence in my life. Neither I was physically / mentally tortured by my family or 

relatives or near ones. The type of weapon which was used in this crime was 

heavy stick which I found in my home. I never ever thought to avoid this offence 

because there was no other better alternate available within that moment.   

After committing this offence my in-laws left me alone. I have no 

connection with them anymore as they hate me. My family however reacted worse 

and no one came to see me at jail. The periods of punishment which I have passed 

in prison are 3 years. I was aggressive before committing this crime but after 

committing this crime I am not satisfied as this is not how everything should turn 

out to be. Problems can be solved through conversation and counseling and a 

person should be calm and peaceful while handling such complicated matters. 

Humble attitude may have solved this problem in some better way.   

 

Analyses of Case 

Saba‟s case highlighted her poor socio-economic background as she was 

married off early and belonged to a poor household. She was also not very well-

educated. Saba claimed that she had committed this crime due to an extra-marital 

affair. Lack of understanding with her husband and intimate relationship with 

other male was the significant reason of this crime. This case shows that Saba 

committed murder of her own husband with a heavy stick in connection to sexual 

relationship with another male. Marriage related problems are predominant in this 

case. 

In the patriarchal social system male cannot bear such type of intimate 

relationship of his wife with another male which caused huge conflicts and 

resulted in an accidental murder. Saba had strong attachment with her friend that 

caused her to take action in favor of him and commit this horrendous crime as 

discussed in extant literature by Klein (1973). Another study by Sampson et al. 

(2006) posited the factor of marriage dissatisfaction that causes women to commit 

crimes as done in the case of Saba. An illegal relationship however, exactly has 

not been specifically discussed in the literature as is marked as our contribution 

within the Pakistani context.   
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Conclusions 

Lack of understanding in a marriage has a disastrous effect on the 

psychological composition of a person and such incompatibility as explained by 

Klein (1973) causes women to commit crimes. The offender felt that she has zero 

compatibility with eh husband and so planned murder with her lover caused her to 

commit this crime. In many cases it was found that there was no understanding 

between husband and wife. Unlike other cases, there was no element of poverty in 

some case; however, the root cause of murder lies in extramarital affairs. Smith 

(2012) also highlighted that extramarital affairs are themselves presumed as 

criminal activities in many closed cultures; however in some case, extramarital 

affairs caused a woman to commit a terrible crime like murder. 

 Drug abuse, illiteracy and early marriage and physical assault 

have caused this woman to commit a horrendous crime. Study by Clark and 

Dugdale (2008) focus on how lack of education can urge women to commit crime 

like murders. Likewise, in majority cases are supported by Steffensmeier, Darrell, 

and Allan (1996) who argued that poverty and lack of education contribute to 

rising women offense.  Drug abuse by the victim has been explained by Rajkumar 

and French (1997) which causes people to commit crime against drug abusers. In 

number of cases, small factors led to an unpredictable crime by murder because of 

certain socio-economic factors.  Drugs and family issues in Pakistan are a rising 

cause of deaths. 

Major reasons were found common in the women criminality in Punjab, 

Pakistan. 

 

In your opinion, what are the main causes of committing crimes and 

imprisonment.  

After having the content analysis of the views given by the participants are 

categorized as follow: 

 Poverty 

 Illiteracy 

 Early Marriage 

 Bride Exchange 

 Large Family System 

 Extra Marital Affair 

 Childhood Environment 

 Physical Abuse 

 Mental Abuse 
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 Betrayal 

 Peer Pressure 

 

 The brief description of these categories in the light of the views of the 

participants are discussed in the following paragraph.  
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