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Editorial: Urban Crimes in Pakistan 

  

Crime, particularly violent including rape and murder, is getting more and more 

media coverage in Pakistan. Some violent crimes make national level headlines 

and others go even beyond borders, e.g., Zeinab murder case. This is happening 

not only in one but also in almost all the major cities throughout Pakistan. The 

police data also shows an increasing trend in violent crimes in urban centers 

across the country. Jalil and Iqbal (2010) conducted a time-series analysis of crime 

in Pakistan between 1964-2008. Their data shows a long-run positive and unique 

association between crime and urbanization. Cheema and Hameed (2018) also 

reported that at least 01 in 08 citizens of Lahore (one of the major cities of 

Pakistan with an estimated 10 million population) fell victim to various types of 

crime including theft, burglary, assault, kidnapping, attempted crime, mobile 

phone snatching, electronic fraud, violent agitation, cheating, etc.A study of 

Hassan, Akbar, Wajid, and Arshad (2016) applied Granger causality test to find 

out the direction of relationship between crime, poverty, and urbanization. They 

found a bi-directional relationship between urbanization and crime, and reported a 

unidirectional relationship between economic growth and crime. The nature of 

such crimes varies from extremely violent to non-violent. However, many of the 

cases that do not make headlines are about the street crime.  

All these studies point to at least one direction: public safety is an issue in 

major cities which needs immediate attention and effective urban crime prevention 

policies. The policy makers have attempted a variety of strategies to actively 

respond to urban crimes. Since policing is a provincial subject in Pakistan, each 

province has conducted its own reforms in the police and drafted policies to 

counter the phenomena of crime in their mega centers. The Punjab Police in 

Lahore established Dolphin Police Force in 2016 to respond to the street crimes. 

Safe-City Project was also launched as a response to the street crimes in major 

cities in the Punjab. In 2021, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Police also established 

Ababeel (nightingale) Squad to fight against the street crimes in Peshawar, the 

capital city of the province (Ababeel Squad…, 2021). Such measures are 

introduced with the understanding that increasing police petrol will result in 

reduction of street crime. Though street crime gets reduced, get this results in 

another issue: police misuse of authority which badly affects the police image. 

The Dolphin force in Punjab came under heavy criticism for its misuse of 

authority on multiple occasions while fighting street robbers or in pursuit of street 

criminals (Shehzad, 2020).  
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Nonetheless, urban crimes result from multiple causes which are social in 

nature and are connected to many other social problems including overcrowding, 

traffic jams, environmental pollution, over population, climate change, etc. 

Policing is not the only response to crimes in the cities. Urban crimes are complex 

and require a complex response from multiple agencies including police, expert on 

urban planning and economic policy makers, to provide for entertainment 

locations, sports, infrastructure development, and a civic and community 

engagement programs. We believe that despite criticism, the capacity of the street 

crime fighting forces in police, such as Dolphin Force and Ababeel Squad, need to 

be improved further by employing research-based training programs for the forces 

and community engagement programs for the urban communities. Lessons could 

be learnt from best practices of Tokyo Police, Hong Kong Police, Dubai Police, 

New York Police, and London Police who have effectively contained urban 

crimes.  
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