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Abstract

The dazzling lights and progressive economy of Europe, Middle East and other developed 
parts of the world definitely attract poor pockets from all over the world. Some try the legal 
way to reach and stay there. Others may try, or are forced to try, the most dangerous, 
threatening and illegal way to reach to the riches of the developed world. The trafficked, 
smuggled or illegally immigrated are deported upon the encounter of the host nation's 
authorities. This illegal way of immigration is not without hardships for many. This paper 
brings forward the problems being faced by the deportees. The paper is based on two case 
studies. Non-structured interviews were conducted with the immigration officials. The 
reason for going abroad remained poor economic conditions in the country of origin. 

Keywords

Trafficking in Person (TIP), Migrants Smuggling, Prevention and Control of Human 
Trafficking Ordinance (PACHTO), Passport, Deportees, Deportees on Forged Documents 
(DFDs), Off-Loadees on Forged Documents (OFDs), Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), 
Immigration, ITGOS (Iran, Turkey, Greece, Oman, Spain)

Introduction

In Pakistan, all the matters of immigration, deportees, human trafficking, 
migrants smuggling etc, are handled and regulated by the Federal Investigation 
Agency (FIA); not only immigration but all the organized crimes as well. FIA has 
been divided into different wings for encountering organized crime: Crime and 
Banking Wing, Immigration Wing, Anti-Human Trafficking Cell (AHTC), Cyber 
Crime Wing, and Special Investigation Group (SIG). Deportees are dealt by the 
Immigration Wing and AHTC, commonly known as the Passport Cell also. 
Deportees may include those who move, or are moved, legally or illegally across 
borders by the well organized trafficking and smuggling groups, or by themselves. It 
can be one of the severals; a victim of trafficking, migrant smuggling, illegal entrant 
or resident into the State to which he does not belong, or a legal entrant but my have 
overstayed or violated any law of the host nation. Many Pakistani women and men 
migrate voluntarily for low-skilled employments (TIP, 2010), who find the visa to 
be too short and the renewal of visa to be too expenses. It too is a reason for violation 
of immigration laws in the host nation. 

1Acknowledgment: The author is profoundly thankful to FIA staff at Peshawar and 
especially Director FIA, KP, Mr. Fasihuddin (PSP) for their support and data.
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Confusion exists about the exact definition of the deportees. As the deportees 
include the trafficked, the smuggled, and the violators of immigration law, the 
public, the media and the authorities in Pakistan are unsure whether the deportees be 
seen as victims of trafficking, objects of smuggling, or criminals (convict of 
violating immigration laws). This confusion regarding human trafficking and 
migration has also been mentioned in Trafficking In Persons Report (TIP), 2010. 

Although both involve illegal transportation of people from one place to 
another, migrant smuggling and trafficking in person are not the same things.  
Smuggling of migrants is defined in the Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants 
by Land, Sea and Air as “the procurement, in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a 
financial or other material benefit, of the illegal entry of a person into a State Party of 
which the person is not a national or a permanent resident” (Article 3). On the other 
hand, Trafficking in Person is defined as “the recruitment, transportation, transfer, 
harbouring or receipt of persons, by means (emphasis mine) of the threat or use of 
force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of 
power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or 
benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for 
the purpose of exploitation…” (Article 3[a], Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and 
Punish Trafficking in Persons, UN 2000). 

The definitions of migrant smuggling and trafficking in person include three 
factors; the act, the means, and the purpose. The difference between migration and 
smuggling is that of the purpose. In migrants smuggling or illegal entry, the purpose 
is only the entry into another State while in trafficking in person the purpose of 
exploitation-forced labour, prostitution etc-is vividly visible. 

As far as the criminality of human trafficking or migrant smuggling is 
concerned, it is not only a transnational organized crime but also a serious violation 
of human rights. The scholars recognize it as modern day slavery (UNODC, 2010). 
It knows no boundaries of culture or religion. Its victims include people of all ages 
and gender; children, boys, girls, men, women, and old. Women, children and the 
young are the most likely victims. Along with firearms and drugs, it is the second 
largest illegal international trade generating thirty two (32) billions $ annually (ILO, 
2007). Each year, only from Pakistan, thousands of men, women and children are 
moved illegally by highly organized international smuggling and trafficking groups. 
In the first half of 2010 more than twenty thousand persons were deported from the 
rest of the world to Pakistan. This does not show the entire picture but provides a 
glimpse of the situation.  Along with Nepal, Pakistan is the only South Asian country, 
which has been placed in Tier 2 by the TIP 2010 report. Previously Pakistan 
remained in Tier 2 from 2005-08 but was dropped to Tier 2 Watch List in 2009. 
Because of the honest and concerted efforts of the State through the FIA to check the 
menace of human trafficking Pakistan improved to Tier 2 this year (TIP, 2010). 
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Theoretical Debate on Victimization 

Despite the serious and far-reaching number of problems faced by illegal 
immigrants and the Governments' commitment to address these problems, the issue 
of deportees keeps on increasing-both voluntary and involuntary. Why and how 
person becomes mentally prepared to face all these problems? This question has 
generated heated debate in the FIA Immigration and Anti-Human Trafficking circles.   

There are two major theories. First see them as criminals who violate the law. In 
the second theory they are seen as human beings with rights. These two theories 
explain how the deportees should be seen-criminals or individuals with rights. Even 
criminals unless convicted have certain rights. All detainees or imprisoned persons 
also have rights. However, the real problem to one's mind is why some people 
willingly take practical steps to move and stay across borders, illegally.

It is not only a matter of deception, compulsion (as in human trafficking) or 
consent (as in migrant smuggling) but also a matter of serious research and analysis 
as why some persons of a specific population or country become a victim to a crime 
so grave in nature. 

The Adler's theory of human behaviour says that the primary human 
motivation is 'striving for superiority'. It is the 'striving for superiority' which shapes 
our behaviour and the entire personality. Adler confined his concept of 'striving for 
superiority' only to overcoming the inferiority but in its sociological analysis the 
boarders of 'striving for superiority' may be extended. It may mean moving towards 
a better life in the society, and a better future. Better life may mean a better financial 
position: be able to pay off bills on time, build a better house, etc, a better social 
status, say in community or politics, greater decision making power in family affairs, 
etc. This striving nature of man compels him/her to look for the ways to overcome 
his inferiority feelings and to move upward in the society. Some try the traditional 
means of moving upward in the society. Others may try to find the easiest and fastest 
ways to move upward. One of the desires of all individuals is to strengthen his/her 
economic position. Apart from the kidnapped immigrants, case studies revealed that 
the deportees immigrated in order to improve their financial/economic position. 
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Diagram I: Human Trafficking/Smuggling Victimization

HT = Human Trafficking
HS = Human Smuggling

The push and pull factors play their part on one hand but they alone can not 
create the phenomena of trafficking/smuggling or illegal immigration. The most 
important factor, which constitutes criminal side, is the availability of agents who 
handle the trafficking/smuggling and illegal immigration internationally. This blend 
of human nature and availability of the agents mutually creates human 
trafficking/smuggling and illegal immigration. The solution to this problem is 
cutting the threads of agents (UNODC Annual Report, 2010). 

Diagram I shows the logical flow of the hypothesis. When striving nature of 
man collides with the availability of traffickers/smugglers it results in victimization. 
In an ideal situation where there is no cross boarder kidnapping, when the solution to 
the problem is applied and the threads of trafficking/smuggling are cut it results in 
no or reduced illegal cross boarder migration. This hypothesis, although seem quite 
logical, needs verification through more empirical researches, as the word 
opportunities is a vast term and one has to locate the exact root causes and the 
facilitating factors separately. 

Some Relevant Immigration Terminologies in Pakistan 

'Deportation' means arrival of any passenger who has been refused entry or 
made to leave the country on account of violation of any law of the host country on 
fake/forged travel documents or suspecting the same to be fake/forges (FIA 
Standing Order 29/2005). 'Deportee' is a person who has been deported from a state. 
Passengers deported on account of fake/forged documents are termed as 'DFDs' 
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(Deportee on Forged Documents). DFDs are further classified into categories 
“A” and “B”. As mentioned in the FIA Immigration Handbook (2007 Edition), 

1. A person shall be classified as Category “A” deportee if he has traveled on:

i. Fake, counterfeited, tampered, forged visa, Passport or Resident Card etc;

ii. Mis-declaring facts about travel documents; or

iii. Impersonation

2. A person shall be classified as Category “B” deportee if he has traveled on 
genuine travel documents from port of embarkation but has subsequently presented 
a different or illegal travel documents at transit station (FIA Immigration Handbook, 
2007) . 

On the other hand, 'inadmissibility' means declaration of host country of any 
person as invalid on account of violation of any law of the host country on 
fake/forged travel documents or suspecting the same to be fake/forged or without 
travel documents irrespective of fact whether deported back or otherwise (FIA 
Standing Order No. 29/2005). Inadmissible passengers are termed INADS 
passengers. 

As mentioned before, the reasons for deportation are manifold. A person may 
have valid documents yet he can be deported if he had overstayed in his last visit to 
that country, or is black listed or if he/she fails to satisfy the Immigration Officer. In 
another scene the deportee may have invalid documents, viz; expired visa/passport 
or improper documents etc. Besides this, majority of the deportees are those who 
have fake/forged documents or who are traveling by impersonating someone else. 
The documents may be genuine but the person traveling on the documents may not 
be the same person as mentioned in the travel documents (FIA Immigration 
Handbook, 2007). 

Data on Deportees in Pakistan

Pakistan has a commendable data management system regarding deportees. 
Upon the arrival of a deportee to Pakistan, his/her entire data is entered into a 
programme named 'Personal Identification Secure Comparison and Evaluation 
System' (PISCES). PISCES Project not only provides data on deportees but also 
provides Immigration officials and law enforcement agencies with a tracking 
system to capture vital information of travelers and allows them to identify and, if 
necessary detain individuals of interest (FIA, 2010). Further, FIA publishes its 
performance report annually, sometimes half yearly. It is only the FIA performance 
reports which contain the data on deportees. The data for this study was also taken 
from numerous reports published by the FIA.   
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Table I:   Regional Comparison of Deportees from 2007 to 2009 

Country 2007 2008 2009 Total

Africa

Americas

Australia

Central Asia and Russia

Europe

Far East Asia

Middle East

East and Sout East Asia

Turkey

U.K.

Iran

Others

Grand Total

430 (0.70%)

318 (0.52%)

3 (0.005%)

50 (0.08%)

1056 (1.72%)

1536 (2.50%)

46603 (76%)

197 (0.32%)

2825 (4.61%)

2253 (3.67%)

6071 (9.90%)

--

61342 (100%)

545 (1.05%)

268 (0.52%)

9 (0.02%)

111 (0.21%)

967 (1.86%)

1040 (2%)

32308 (62.12%)

235 (0.45%)

6220 (12%)

2460 (4.73%)

7836 (15%)

6 (0.01%)

52005 (100%)

497 (1.11%)

282 (0.63%)

4 (0.01%)

77 (0.17%)

1279 (2.85%)

1132 (2.52%)

33087 (73.71%)

167 (0.37%)

1785 (4%)

1886 (4.20%)

4690 (10.45%)

--

44886 (100%)

1472 (1%)

868 (0.55%)

16 (0.01%)

238 (0.15%)

3302 (2.09%)

3708 (2.34%)

111998 (70.78%)

599 (0.38%)

10830 (6.84%)

6599 (4.17%)

18597 (11.75%)

6 (0%)

158233 (100%)

Table I shows country-wise deportees for three years of 2007, 08 and 09.  Table 

I and Figure I show that the highest number of deportees is from the Middle East, 

70.78%. During 2007, out of 61,342 deportees from all-over the world, a total of 

46,603 (76%) persons were deported from the Middle East. The number of 

deportees decreased for the next year and came down to 32,308 (65.12%) out of 

52,005 deportees. For the last year, 2009, there was no significant variation in the 

strength of deported persons, i.e. 33,087 (73.71%). 

The second largest number of deportees came from Iran, which constitute 

11.75% of the total deportees during past three years. For 2007, total number of 

deportees from Iran was 6071 (9.90%). It rose to 7,836 in next year and for 2009, a 

total of 4,690 persons were deported from Iran. 

Similarly, deportees from Turkey and the UK constitute 6.84% and 4.17% 

respectively. Furthermore, deportees from Europe and Far East Asia have similar 

percentage share. It is worth noting that the strength of deportees from various 

countries does not change significantly for all these past three years. It indicates that 

the behaviour of people who wants to immigrate across borders remained at the 

same level. 

Source: Federal Investigation Agency, Ministry of Interior, Islamabad, Pakistan
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Overall deportees kept on decreasing for these years. It was more than sixty 
thousands in 2007, decreased slightly above the fifty thousands, i.e. 15% decrease in 
one year. It further decreased by 14% coming down to almost forty-five thousands in 
2009. There has been 27% decrease in number of deportees in past three years 
showing an improving law-enforcement mechanism in Pakistan. 

Table II:  Details of  Deportees from Selected Countries from 2007 to 2009

2007 2008 2009 Total

M
id

d
le

 E
a

s
t

Country

Africa

Europe

Americas

Far East 
Asia

Total

[a]2,028 (4.35%)

20,322 (43.61%)

23,276 (50%)

[b]47633 (98%)

81 (7.67%)

111 (10.51%)

336 (31.82%)

68 (6.44%)

596 56.44%

207 (65%)

111 (34.91%)

318 (100%)

3,692 (11.43%)

16,470 (51%)

11,672 (36%)

33842 98.5%

135 (14%)

142 (14.68%)

189 (19.54%)

127 (13.13%)

593 (61.32%)

200 (74.63%)

67 (25%)

267 (99%)

7,017 (21.21%)

14,224 (43%)

11,429 (34.54%)

34679 (98.74%)

576 (45%)

137 (10.71%)

81 (6.33%)

152 (11.88%)

946 (74%)

145 (51.42%)

133 (47.16%)

278 (98%)

12,737 (11.37%)

51,016 (45.55%)

46,377 (41.40%)

110130 98.33%

792 (24%)

390 (11.81%)

606 (18.35%)

347 (10.50%)

2135 (64.66%)

552 (63.6%)

311 (38.83%)

863 (99.42%)

South Africa

Oman

Saudi Arabia

UAE

Greece

Italy

Spain

Ukraine

USA

Canada

Malaysia

47929 (72%) 33896 (65%) 35160 (78%) 116985 (74%)

319 (74%)

1070 (69.66%)

404 (74%)

798 (76.73%)

397 (80%) 1,120 (76%)

869 (76.77%) 2,737 (73.81%)

[a] %age of total deportees from all the Middle East for 2007; same goes for other columns as well. 

[b] %age of the total deportees from the Entire Middle East; same goes for other respective cells 

Source: Federal Investigation Agency, Ministry of Interior, Islamabad, Pakistan

Table II shows a more detailed picture of deportees from various regions of the 

world. Almost 70% of all the persons are deported to Pakistan from the Middle East. 

Out of the total 1,11,998 deportees during past three years 98% of all were deported 

only from three countries, viz, Oman,12,737 (11.37%), Saudi Arabia,51,016 

(45.55%) and the UAE, 46,377 (41.40%). Similarly, excluding the UK, 64.66% of 

deportees from Europe come from only four countries, viz, Greece 24%, Italy 11.8%, 

Spain 18.35%, and Ukraine 10.5%. Moving to the South of Europe, majority 
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of the deportees from Africa came form South Africa, i.e. 76%. Further, across the 
Atlantic Ocean, almost all the deportees came from two countries, the USA and 
Canada. In the Far East, majority of the persons get deported from Malaysia, i.e. 
7.3.81%. 

Overall, 97% of total deportees from 2007 to 2009 came from only fifteen 
countries, Iran 11%, Turkey 7%, Oman 8%, Saudi Arabia 32%, UAE 29%, Greece 
0.5%, Italy 0.25%, Spain 0.33%, Ukraine 0.2%, USA 0.35%, Canada 0.2%, UK 4%, 
Malaysia 1.7%, and South Africa 0.7%. 

In addition to deportees, victims of trafficking in person and human smuggling, 
421 human smugglers were arrested in the first half of 2009 and 664 in the first half 
of 2010. 

Analysis of Data

The figures in the above tables need more interpretation. Majority of the 
deportees from Iran, Turkey, and Europe are those who wish to move to and Stay in 
Europe as their destination point. They use the land course for migration. The usual 
rout is Quetta, Tuftan (Iran), Turkey, and Greece. In the five stories narrated in the 
report of Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, Human Trafficking through 
Quetta (2009), all the deportees (victims) confirmed that they had no problem 
crossing Pak-Iran boarder at night. This is an indicator of weak supervision and 
control at boarders in night shifts. 

On the other hand, Middle East is one of the richest regions in the world. The 
source of its wealth is oil. Further, this region has a spiritual and mystical attraction 
to the Muslims of Pakistan and of the entire world. Its culture significantly 
resembles our own culture. Further, this region also has a soft corner for the Muslims 
of the world, including Pakistan, at least at the government level. Therefore, a 
substantial number of persons from Pakistan move there in search of better 
employment and to experience a lower level of alienation as well. Out of all the 
deportees from the Middle East, a great majority is arrested and deported from 
Oman and the UAE, the gate to Middle East from Pakistan via Gawadar Port, 
Balochistan. The distance between Gawadar and Masqat (capital of Oman) is less 
than three hundred miles. Almost 70% of total deportation from the Middle East 
indicates that this region attracts people of Pakistan more than other regions. Owing 
to this phenomenon, Pakistan has opened a Link Office of FIA at Oman that cares for 
the victims of human trafficking and smuggling. This office at Oman covers the 
entire Middle East. 

In the Far East, Malaysia attracts a majority of immigrants from Pakistan, who 
immigrate perusing the desire for a better future. It is one of the newly industrialized 

th rdcountries. By 2009, Malaysia was 29  largest economy of the world while 3  largest 
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in the Far East Asia. As compared to Pakistan, where GDP per capita is slightly more 

than a thousand US dollars, Malaysian GDP per capita was $ 14900 US dollars in 

2009-almost fifteen times higher than Pakistan. Further, Malaysian economy is an 

open economy with a majority of population being Muslims. It accepts even the 

illegal immigrants-of course with some terms and conditions (one of the case studies 

given in this paper also belongs to Malaysia, See in Case Studies section).  

Besides deteriorating Pakistan's image in the world community, handling 

deportees cost a huge amount to the country during detention and investigation. “It 

costs us minimum Rs. 250-/ for a single night stay of a deportee”, mentioned one of 

the FIA officials during an interview. Calculating by this way average cost of 

deportees' single night stay in lock ups happens to be more than Rs. 131.86 million 

annually. This does not include the traveling and other costs of the deportees. 

Moreover, there is no proper allocation for the cost of investigation, and 

unfortunately, there is no single victim-support centre in any of the zonal offices of 

the FIA.

Methodology of the Study

Initially, responsive evaluation methodology was decided upon for this study. 

Later on, the pretesting and field difficulties hampered the course for evaluative 

research. Therefore, the methodology was converted into case-study method. Three 

separate forms of cases are presented in this paper. The subjects were interviewed 

extensively, using a non-structured interview and probing method. At the end of 

each interview the subjects were given a standard questionnaire to fill-in. 

Case Studies

1. Riaz -- Deportee from Kuala Lumpur Malaysia 

Riaz (not actual name), thirty six (36) years old, married, male and having two 
th

children, was deported from Malaysia on 24  October, 2010 due to expiry of 

visa. He is a literate person with a Secondary School Certificate (equivalent to 

'O' level). Unfortunately, he couldn't make it to college after completing his 

secondary level education. His family owned a small piece of land in Takht 

Bhai, which was the source of their family income. After secondary education 

he also joined his family in agriculture. Remaining unemployed for almost 

fifteen years Riaz decided to go to Malaysia in order to try his luck. As 

mentioned by Riaz, many of the people from his community already 

immigrated to Malaysia, majority through legal means. It was a tradition of his 

community to go to Malaysia for better future. Hence, Riaz also contacted Mr. 

Shahid (not actual name) who had the reputation of taking people from his 

village to Malaysia. In other words, the agent. 
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Riaz fulfilled all the legal requirements and succeeded in getting a three months 

visit visa to Malaysia in February, 2006. After reaching to Malaysia and expiry 

of his visa he vanished and stayed there illegally. After five long years (October, 

2010), Riaz presented himself to the Pakistani embassy at Malaysia pretending 

that he lost his passport. He was immediately given an emergency passport and 

sent back to Pakistan. 

Problems in Malaysia

Before moving further on Riaz's case it shall be noted that in Malaysia, if an 

alien stays there after the expiry of his/her visit visa, he/she can legalise his/her stay 

by obtaining a 'work permit' from the immigration authorities of Malaysia. The alien 

has to pay almost 2,000-/ Ringgits as a permit fee. 

Riaz describes his problems in his own words as follows: 

“I used to work in Malaysia on daily wages. A Malaysian worker is given 45-/ 

Ringgits daily. But my daily wage was only 30-/ Ringgits. My other fellows too were 

earning the same wages. Keeping in view my daily wages, which were also not 

regular, it was very difficult for me to pay the Permit Fee, i.e. 2,000-/ Ringgit, almost 

two and a half month regular work wages. Therefore, I didn't pay the fee and hid 

myself from the immigration authorities so that I can save and send more money to 

my family in Pakistan. “It is surprising to know that the police or other government 

authorities do not create any undesirable problem for daily wagers in Malaysia-

neither teases nor terrorizes the daily wagers without work permit” he added.

While conducting the interview, it was observed that Riaz was very nervous. “I 

used to say all the prayers on time and recite the Holly Book daily. Then, why I have 

been caught in this problem” he agitated. Further, his family was very upset upon his 

arrest at the airport by the immigration authorities of Pakistan. The apprehension of 

his family further intensified his nervousness. He was continuously consoling his 

mother and wife on cell phone.  

The key problem of Riaz remained income, here in Pakistan and there in 

Malaysia too. “I have a sister at my home that still has to be married. All her expenses 

are to be met, which are out of the reach of our family's income. Upon my return, I 

have to face the courts and at the same time make an earning for my children and 

family,” he narrated with severe anxiety and dejection.  

The case of Riaz leads us to the conclusion that it is the poor economic 

conditions of the person at home and the availability of agents or exposure to the 

experienced immigrated people, which motivate a person to go or stay in the alien 

country illegally. Further, it is very common to visit a country on visit visa and 

vanish there for years in order to earn money. The typical way of returning back by 
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such people is to present their self to Pakistani embassy and by complaining that 

his/her passport has been lost. In this way, they face lesser expenditure on return and 

lesser problems from the immigration authorities. 

2. Iftikhar  Deportee from London, the UK

Iftikhar (not actual name), a twenty-two years old student, was deported from 

the United Kingdom on Thursday 21 October, 2010. He went to the UK on 

student's visa but was deported from the Heathrow airport. The reason for his 

deportation was neither his documents nor any other legal lacunae. It was 

something very astonishing. Iftikhar narrated his story in the following words: 

“I was allotted a students' visa by the UK High Commission. But, when I 

arrived at the airport in London the immigration authorities enquired about the 

university and told me that the university was closed for vacations. I was 

deported but as I was having a students' visa, therefore, I didn't have any return 

ticket.”

Iftikhar's case is very much non-traditional. His reason for deportation was not 

any legal lacunae from his side but he suffered due to the lack of information on 

the part of British High Commission in Pakistan and other authorities.  When 

the Pakistani Immigration authorities were asked about this mishap due to lack 

of information, it was told that the Immigration authorities only check whether 

the visa, passport and other travelling documents are genuine and legal or not. 

The authorities have nothing to do with the opening or closure of the 

universities abroad.  It clearly seems that Mr. Iftikhar suffered because of the 

incompetence or lack of knowledge of the staff of the High Commission 

whereas they too may not know the opening and closure of a university. It also 

seems a communication gap between Iftikhar and his university. Neither the 

High Commission nor the Immigration authorities verified before allotting the 

visa. 

Looking at the ground for deportation of Iftikhar, it seems very unreasonable. 

Iftikhar could have been accommodated, at least until his university was to 

open, so that he would not have to take pain of returning to the country. His 

deportation also shows the monopolistic, dictatorial and veto powers of the 

Immigration Officer. There are complaints about the too much concentrated 

power in the Immigration officer. He/she can deport anyone who is granted a 

legal visa by his/her country's embassy even without any ground.  

As far as Iftikhar's victimization is concerned, there is no legal mechanism to 

support the victims like him and others. He has to pay the return ticket to the air 

company and also bear other expenses himself. 
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Problems of Immigration Authorities

Apart from the deportees, Immigration authorities in Pakistan face numerous 
problems as well. While conducting interviews with FIA officials the following key 
problems were identified:

! Veto power of the Immigration Officer; 

! Changing immigration laws and rules of the host countries combined with 
delay or no communication of those laws and rules. 

! Non-linkage with certain considerable countries. 

! No Victim Support Mechanism and lack of infrastructure. 

! Limited role of FIA in immigration  FIA only verifies the visa and passport. 

Conclusion

Europe, Middle East, Malaysia, and South Africa are the most attractive places 
for Pakistani immigrants. The poor economic conditions, absolute poverty, increase 
in prices, lack of opportunities, acute unemployment, increase acts of terrorism, are 
the factors which push the ambitious population to emigrate from Pakistan. The 
riches of Europe, Middle East, Malaysia, and other developed parts of the world pull 
them towards themselves. Majority of Pakistani illegal workers in the host countries 
are engaged in low-skilled jobs and are less productive. Promoting technical 
education in Pakistan will not only increase the skills of our workers but also their 
demand in other parts of the world.  Similarly, more equipments and trained staff in 
the FIA with major resource allocation should be in the minds of all stakeholders 
who wish and are committed to address the problem of illegal immigration. 
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