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Comments from the Guest Editor

This Special Issue on 'Policing Terrorism and Radicalism' for the Pakistan 
Journal of Criminology brings together a wide and diverse range of researchers, 
academics and practitioners from around the world.  This Special Issue contains a 
balanced mix of theory and practice that will resonate with anyone wanting to know 
and learn more about the complexities which underpin the twin brothers of terrorism 
and radicalism. The diversity of the articles is such that I have thematically arranged 
them, somewhat loosely; around three key notions associated with policing 
terrorism and radicalism – namely, assessment, cyber space and investigations.   

The first three articles deal with the theme of assessment firstly through the 
wide lens of policy in relation to counter terrorism, then in terms of the value that 
social network analysis holds for understanding terrorist networks, and finally how 
best to go about assessing terrorist risks.  The trauma of 9/11 propelled the issue 
terrorism onto the policy agenda of many countries worldwide.  The first article 
deals with the European response to countering terrorism and radicalization at the 
policy level. In den Boer and Wiegand's article they discuss how the EU has sought 
to enlist the cooperation of number states through a three-pronged policy of 
strategic, regulatory and agency cooperation.  Their analysis reveals that counter-
terrorism policy in the EU has become an irreversible process of strategic and 
legislative harmonization which will continue well into the future. 

The second article related to the theme of assessment presents a cogent 
argument about the value that Social Network Analysis (SNA) has for 
understanding how terrorist groups form and operate.  SNA allows the 'hidden' or 
opaque structure and relations of terrorist networks to become more visible and, 
therefore, open to intervention.  The authors make the point that SNA helps attack 
the resilience of groups by identifying membership links, money movements and 
information flows within a network. Metrics provide a way to assess the strengths 
and weaknesses of a network and hence allow targeting of individuals whose 
removal will most effectively disrupt the terrorist group's operations.  Furthermore, 
the authors assert that whilst academics are unlikely to be studying real-time 
information in the same manner as intelligence agencies, they still can make a 
valuable contribution by developing theories and conceptual frameworks about 
terrorist group structures and operations which will allow law enforcement 
practitioners to better understand and target terrorist group vulnerabilities and 
longevity. 

The third article outlines the basic principles of a risk-based approach to 
strategic terrorism threat assessment.  Lemieux and Regens make a noteworthy 
contribution  by  not  only  presenting  a  comprehensive  critic of existing terrorism
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threat assessment models but also by proposing an intriguing alternative logic 
model based on several factors related to the threat, vulnerability and uncertainty of 
terrorist attacks.  These authors argue that the application of algorithm model, like 
the one they outline, to terrorism risk assessment can help to better understand the 
patterns of violent groups over a period of time. This approach can serve both 
operational and strategic purposes by providing realistic measures to investigators 
and intelligence officers on threat and vulnerability characteristics and using 
individual terrorism group risk factors to help decision-makers to identify strategic 
priorities as well as appropriate tactics to reduce vulnerabilities and mitigate threats. 
The authors to their credit point also out that like all conceptual frameworks and 
theoretical models there are limitations inherent in any design.  Their model is not a 
'crystal ball' that can predict terrorist attacks. Also, it requires the availability of 
significant amounts of data in order to generate reliable models.  However, this 
algorithm-based application is a robust risk analysis tool that can assist law 
enforcement agencies to prioritize groups that present the most serious security 
risks, allocate resource efficiently, and elaborate more effective counter-terrorism 
strategies and tactics.

The second theme deals with the nature of investigations regarding terrorism 
cases.  The first of two articles under this investigative theme, presents a sober 
analysis of the multiplicity of constraints faced by frontline police in Pakistan when 
undertaking investigations into terrorism cases.  In this article, Fasihuddin has 
undertaken groundbreaking research that presents an extremely depressing picture 
of how burdened down terrorism investigations are in Pakistan, particularly in the 
KPK province. The findings document the poor quality of investigation 
management that result in low arrest rates and mismanaged prosecutions. The 
complexity of this issue is further compounded by a serious lack of empirical 
research on terrorism investigations and its management in Pakistan and the absence 
of a meaningful and effective counter-terrorism policy at the national level. As the 
author states “Pakistan's policy-makers terribly failed to create a consensus on a 
national strategy”.  Such a policy vacuum in Pakistan is in stark contrast to what has 
occurred in the EU and its counter-terrorism policy of strategic, agency and 
legislative harmonization as noted in the first article by den Boer and Wiegand. 

The next article related to the theme of investigation, posed a vexing question, 
“Are Suicide Bombers Coming from Madaris (Islamic Schools) in Pakistan?”  The 
authors, Fasihuddin and Imran Ahmad Sajid, present a wealth of data to suggest that 
as far as Islamic Schools in Pakistan are concerned, they are not the factories for 
turning out suicide bombers the popular media like to portray. They present a well-
argued case that underscores their point that deeper motivating factors are at work 
behind this vexing question.  Islamic Fundamentalism is a factor in the mix of 
suicide terrorism but not  the  only or indeed the most important one.   The history of 
the Indian sub-continent shows that religion is used in a national context to fight  and
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resist foreign occupation by powers that are perceived by the masses as unjust and 
oppressive militaries and their allies, and not to necessarily to bring about Sharia or 
Islamic rule in the land.  Unfortunately, radical fundamentalists groups make use of 
such fears of foreign occupation to push their cause further towards extremist 
Islamic rule. 

The third and final theme of this Special Issue deals with the use of cyber space 
for terrorism and radicalism purposes.  The first article outlines the conceptual 
foundation for understanding the role social media can and does play in relation to 
spreading the threat and growth of terrorism, especially 'home-grown' terrorism. 
The utility of social media applications (eg. Facebook, Twitter, You Tube) to recruit, 
communicate and train terrorists is explored through the perspective of Knowledge-
Managed Policing (KMP). The authors' review of the extant literature from military, 
academic and public open sources presents a disturbing picture of the multiple 
pathways Web 2.0 'social media' technologies provide for terrorists and militant 
extremists to utilise and develop cyber terrorism into a potent virtual battleground 
which police and security agencies must confront on a very uneven global playing 
field.  Furthermore, they argue that the concept and practice of 'Knowledge-
Managed Policing' (KMP) is highly relevant, timely and necessary perspective for 
policing/law enforcement/security agencies.  Adopting a salient Knowledge 
Management approach can tip the competitive advantage towards policing the 
multitude of harms and threats that 'online terrorism' presents through the medium 
of the dark side of social media for Civil Society.            

The last article in this Special Issue addresses the issue of cyber-crime in India 
and the Indian Government's response to the challenges it presents.  Just as counter-
terrorism policy in the EU has sought to harmonize laws to enhance effectiveness, 
this article documents what the Indian Government has done and is seeking to do to 
harmonize IT Laws to ensure cyber security. One of the more interesting initiatives 
by the Government to combat cyber-crime is the establishment of CERT-In, a well 
quipped organization of the Department of Information Technology, Ministry of 
Communications and Information Technology, within the Government of India.  As 
the author points out CERT-In provides Incident Prevention and Response services 
as well as security quality management services and is designated to serve as the 
National agency to execute the various functions under the umbrella of cyber 
security. 

Finally, I am especially delighted to have been asked to act as the Guest Editor 
of this Special Issue.  

Pakistan Journal of Criminology         
ix

 Dr. Geoff Dean 
Associate Professor

Australia 


