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Editorial: The Public Opinion Phenomenon as One of the Main Means 

of Combating Crime in the Modern World 
 

 

The golden rule of morality, which lies in not doing things onto other that 

would be undesirable in relation to oneself, is still one of the most popular moral 

imperatives among people in the conditions of common life, regardless of social 

status. At the level of public consciousness, this principle forms the foundations of 

equality, humanism, and underlies preventive and explanatory work to counter 

bullying, mobbing, and, ultimately, the implementation of a non-discrimination 

policy. When a citizen experiences any form of discrimination, to eliminate the 

processes of persecution and incitement of enmity, it is necessary to clarify 

information about such phenomena in the public environment, with the purpose of 

developing public condemnation of illegal actions by public opinion, and 

ultimately, justly punishing the guilty. 

In the development of public opinion, under the influence of a diverse 

arsenal of mechanisms and technologies, a transformation of individual 

conclusions occurs regarding events and phenomena of reality that directly affect 

the interests of the public, leading to a merger with the opinion of the social 

majority. Being based on socially accepted concepts of morality, the public 

opinion performs the function of social control, on the one hand, establishes a set 

of rules, ethical norms, establishes the original moral values in society; on the 

other hand, it reflects the general reaction of the public to socially important 

issues. In the legal sphere, the meaning of public opinion is determined as a 

guarantor of the rights and freedoms of individuals and citizens searching for a 

social ideal. In its turn, criminology equates the functioning of public opinion with 

the development of a complex of changing logical judgments, framed in the 

reactions of representatives of various groups of society to the pressing issues of 

the modern-day world. 

Since the destructive social processes and phenomena of today adversely 

impact the environment, a task aimed at greening the public consciousness 

appeared on the agenda, which lies in involving the public in combating crime, 

cooperation with law enforcement agencies to detect, investigate, and prevent 

crimes against the environment. Irresponsible human actions towards the 

environment and ignorance of environmental laws are the cause of environmental 

crime and entail criminal offences that can potentially threaten and endanger the 

existence of the entire human society. Therefore, it is necessary to stimulate the 

development of a proper reaction from society, which would condemn such 

criminal activity, exerting a suggestive influence on the consciousness of society 

to rethink the model of the future system as an ecological and informational 
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civilisation capable of harmonising relations with the natural environment, 

developing legal awareness and environmental ethics, which would contribute to 

the prevention of crisis phenomena. 

Furthermore, religious organisations, which take upon themselves the 

right to impose taboos on certain actions, currently have a considerable influence 

on the development of public opinion regarding social processes related to the 

epidemiological situation. And so, the changes introduced into people’s social life 

also considerably affect their religious life, and therefore it is essential for state 

administration bodies to pay attention to the messages and positions of religious 

organisations on social issues. A person needs a system of coordinates, and the 

interaction of the law enforcement system through an appeal to the necessary 

collective values with the public as a potential for, on the one hand, condemnation, 

and imposition of sanctions, and on the other hand – justification and 

legitimisation, contributes to the implementation of a common preventive 

mechanism in the system of crime prevention in all spheres. 

Thus, public opinion as a form of consolidation of society potentially 

holds a substantial arsenal of initiatives, causing various transformations in many 

dimensions of social and political life, thereby gaining its trust is the most 

desirable goal. In relation to law enforcement institutions, it acts as a parameter 

for determining the level of public trust in the authorities. Since the core of public 

opinion is an evaluative judgment expressed in an open or latent attitude towards a 

certain problem of social life or towards the state of socio-political relations, its 

analysis can create the knowledge base necessary regarding the needs of society 

and provide the governing bodies with the essential information about the 

atmosphere and mood within various large groups to counter organised crime, 

terrorism, military conflicts, etc. 
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