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Comments from John A. Winterdyk

Within just a few short years (since 2009), it has been impressive to see how 
the fledgling Pakistan Journal of Criminology has managed to thrive in an 
environment where criminology, human rights, and let alone scholars of the 
discipline have at times been brought into question and/or limited in their numbers. 
Yet, Mr. Ashraf Fasihuddin has bravely forged (sometimes at his own expense) to 
create a journal that allows local and regional scholars to share their research and 
ideas in a forum that increasingly shows growth and sophistication. (I understand 
that he is also the Director General Human Rights/Assistant Inspector General for 
the Khyber Pukhtoonkhwa Police). By way of example, several of the issues have 
focused on very specific topics such as 'policing and transnational crime' (2(4), 
2010), 'womens rights and violence against women' (2(2), 2010), 'criminal justice 
system in Pakistan' (2(3), 2010), and 'terrorism, organized crime and law 
enforcement' (2(1), 2010). Some of these topics, while perhaps difficult to tackle 
given the social and political environment in which the journal exists, shows a level 
of commitment and sense of justice, if not obligation, to examine and question 
some of the tougher issues in Pakistan and its neighboring countries. Overall, I find 
it particularly fruitful that the editorial board supports Special Issues (SI) as they 
allow for a more concentrated focus on key issues in the region and, as evidenced in 
a few of the SIs, some broader international representation. In addition, some of the 
journal issues have also benefited from commentaries from the likes of Louise I. 
Shelley, David Johnson, Anne Hollis Reese, Paul Petzchmann, and John 
Braithwaite. Such commentary is seen to be both enriching and reflective of the 
interest of the Editorial Board to welcome 'foreign' viewpoints and perspective for 
what I suspect are largely regional subscribers to the journal and who may not 
otherwise have access too.

Another noteworthy observation is the fact that the Editorial Board is made up 
of an excellent international cross-section of academics and an equally impressive 
list of Advisory Board members. Together they should help to ensure both the 
future quality of the journal. However, it remains imperative that the Editor-in-
Chief, Mr. Fasihuddin (PSP) continue to receive the necessary support and 
resources to maintain and improve on the direction of the journal.

Having been kindly invited to offer a Commentary for this issue, I would first 
like to express my deepest appreciation to the Editor-in-Chief for the opportunity. 
It is also a unique honor because I have never visited the country; admittedly, my 
favorite uncle was born and raised in Pakistan before finding his way to Canada. As 
I was granted an open platform, I will direct my comments to two general themes 
that I trust will be received with the intent in which it is presented – a commentary.
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As we are witness to an increasing number of 'regional' criminology/criminal 
justice oriented journals, it is seen to be imperative that this journal continues to bear 
in mind the need to keep a clear focus on local and regional issues, as well as 
continue to support local and regional scholars while perhaps inviting a limited 
number of foreign contributions so as to ensure there is nominal, if any, overlap 
between such journals. Historically, the United States has pioneered a plethora of 
criminology and criminal justice journals. In fact, it is ironic that a country that is 
often seen to be a world power struggles with the most fundamental indicators of a 
stable society – crime. It does not warrant the space to provide an overview of the 
vast list of criminological/criminal justice oriented journals that originate in the 
United States –suffice to point out that it serve as a warning that the more resources 
and discourse that is spent on the subject speaks to a general level of ignorance about 
the topic. Or perhaps, to be less critical and cynical, it points to the complexity of 
crime and its causes. It also points to the considerable divergent views in how best to 
address crimes be they conventional or transnational in nature. 

In spite of the fact there are at least a dozen criminology/criminal justice 
university based programs across the country, as well as a considerable number of 2-
year certificate programs in such areas as corrections, law enforcement, paralegal, 
etc., in Canada we have but one criminology journal (i.e., Canadian Journal of 
Criminology and Criminal Justice). This does not, however, include some of the 
specialty publications which are produced by organizations themselves. These 
include such publications as: LawNow, Justice Report, Corrections Forum, among a 
host of other specialty magazines that cater to practitioners in the field of which the 
magazine focuses on. Yet, over the years there have been a number of different 
attempts to launch alternate journals, but they have all tended to pass a slow demise. 

The reason I share this anecdote is to offer a word of caution to the Pakistan 
Journal of Criminology. Perhaps it could be viewed as 'lessons from a foreign 
colleague'. 

Criminology and criminal justice continue to remain somewhat at odds. While 
criminology stereotypically focuses on the causes and explanations of crime, 
criminal justice tends to be more system oriented. For example, in the United States 
each disciplinary perspective has its own annual conference to which attendance 
usually exceeds several thousand a year. The American Society of Criminology 
(www.asc41.com/) is traditionally held around November while the Academy of 
Criminal Justice Sciences (www.acjs.org/) is usually held in March of each year. 
Each conference has its' own journal affiliate which helps to ensure sustainability as 
well as a venue for members to submit their works. By contrast, the Canadian 
criminology/criminal justice journal does not host a conference, and this is perhaps  
reflected in its somewhat modest membership. However, the Canadian Criminal  
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Justice Association (see www.ccja-acjp.ca ) does provide its members with a 
publication (i.e., Justice Report), which tends to orient itself more to criminal justice 
practitioners. The association does also welcome and invite academics to attend 
and/or participate in their bi-annual conference. (The next one to be held in the 
beautiful city of Quebec City - Oct. 26-30/11).

Therefore, with the above overview in mind, it might benefit the Pakistan 
Journal of Criminology to examine how it might best meet the social and academic 
climate. 

As an academic who has a passion for engaging in comparative and 
international research involving criminological and/or criminal justice issues, and 
as one who was once an editor of a now defunct international/comparative 
criminology/criminal justice journal, I truly hope that this journal will finds its place 
in the rather competitive field.

In order to do so, the journal might want to reflect on the lessons from Canada. I 
encourage the publisher and editor no only to host an annual conference with a focus 
on local/regional issues, but also to consider inviting and bringing in a few key 
speakers from outside of the region who can share and lend their knowledge and 
expertise with the new and emerging local scholars. The conference could include a 
nominal membership fee which could then be used to provide its members with a 
copy of the journal while also helping to off-set some of the cost of producing such. 
In forming a Pakistan Society of Criminology and Criminal Justice, the journal 
could then also invite a designated number of its members to sit of the Board, serve 
as peer reviewers, etc. 

Members could also serve as Guest (co-)editors for Special Issues. Some topics 
which come to mind include the illegal trade, border security, Islamic law within the 
context of justice administration, human trafficking, smuggling, domestic violence, 
the use of the death penalty, the perceived imbalance between human rights and 
religious doctrine within the criminal justice nexus (e.g., the justification of stoning 
and amputation – although no longer in the Penal Code is still practiced in some 
tribal areas; or how it is that annually according to Amnesty International, at least 
100 persons die as a result of police brutality), the controversial role of the army 
being regularly used to enforce law (as has been the case in Sindh), alternatives to 
conventional criminal justice practices (e.g., restorative justice, alternative 
measures, peer/teen courts, etc.), or perhaps an informed discussion around the 
recent report on “Reforming Pakistan's justice system” that was prepared by the 
International Crisis Group, and/or discussion around eliminating laws on gender, 
race, religion, and the like. Admittedly, most of the issues or themes identified are 
more closely aligned with justice than they are with criminology. However, there 
would appear to be ample opportunity to examine and discuss the academic position 
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on crimes involving weapons, the illegal drug trade, terrorism, kidnapping for 
ransom, and perhaps even some theoretical and/or scientific examination of the 
flagrant warfare that takes place between political groups. Therefore, in terms of 
being of service to the evolution of the country, the journal might be better to 
position itself either as a criminal justice or, as is the case in Canada, criminology 
and criminal justice-type journal since the distinctions are clear and, in the case of 
Pakistan, perhaps profound. To this end, I would further like to suggest that another 
approach that has garnered considerable attention elsewhere in the world is the 
whole 'crime prevention and/or restorative justice' movement. Yet, it is also 
acknowledged, according to INTERPOL, that aside from the murder rate in 
Pakistan,  its overall crime rate for burglary, motor vehicle theft, larceny, and even 
aggravated assault is lower than most western countries. Therefore, while isolated 
incidents and secular prejudices may skew some westerns opinion of crime and 
justice in Pakistan, according to official statistics, it is not a bleak as some might like 
to think. 

To blaze such a trail may involve a degree of risk taking, but such should be the 
privilege of a scholarly journal whose articles are peer reviewed and whose ethical 
standards uphold professional integrity. With an infrastructure already in place, it is 
perhaps time to begin to use the platform that the Editor-in-Chief has created and 
forge a new focus whose impact will be more far reaching and may well also attract a 
wider audience. 

The final comment I would like to make pertains to one of the areas I am 
particularly interested in and was therefore keen to see and read – the 2009 “Child 
victims and juvenile offenders in Khyber Pakhtunkh, Pakistan” report. 

After having ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in 1990, 
Pakistan has increasingly moved forward to protect the rights of children. This 
responsibility, as the report states, lies with the police. Funded in part by a grant from 
Save the Children Sweden, the report represents the first concerted and 
comprehensive effort to document the well-being of young persons in Pakistan. A 
wide range of information on child well-being is presented in the report, including 
such topics as 'age disaggregation of victim children, of abused children, and of 
child victims-referrals to doctors. In all, the report includes 15 juvenile justice 
indicators to help authorities better monitor the situation of young persons in 
conflict with the law. And while I am not qualified to question to integrity of the data, 
it is nevertheless impressive to see the breadth and richness of the information 
contained in the report.  The potential impact for children's welfare is reflected in the 
observation that prior to the initiative, some 98% of police officers in one of the 
areas knew nothing of the CRC, and only 10% were familiar with the national 
Juvenile Justice System Ordinance. And perhaps more alarming, some 95% of the 

John A. Winterdyk



officers were not even aware of the name of the probation department, “which is one 
of the important components of the juvenile justice system” (p. 18). Additionally, 
while most of the data presented in the report is descriptive in nature, it should serve 
to help direct and inform policy and police practices with respect to young persons 
and their safety and protection of basic human rights.

In closing, again, it has been a privilege and honor to provide this commentary 
as an 'outsider', one who is passionate about global justice and who appreciates that 
we can all learn from one another  - regardless of race, creed, political persuasion, or 
religious affiliation. For in the end, regardless of what I as a Canadian might think 
about the justice challenges in Pakistan, we all have lessons to learn and through 
open dialogue and exchange, we can perhaps begin to move towards building and 
sustaining societies that safe.  
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