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Editorial: The Rise of Militancy in Pakistan  

Crimes increase or decrease in societies from time to time with different reasons. 

In Pakistan, the crimes significantly increased after the war on terror and 

withdrawal of the US from Afghanistan. 

It was expected that, with the withdrawal of the US from Afghanistan, the 

militancy on Pakistani side will drop and the way for perpetual peace might be 

opened. However, the war on terror left a baggage of many unsolved problems, 

that lead to great disruption in Afghanistan and Pakistan alike. Those unsolved 

problems affected the social, economic, political, and educational fabric of life in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan. With twenty years of presence in Afghanistan still the 

US failed to bring a sustainable and significant change. The failure of US has an 

unadorned back-clash on Pakistan.  

After the US withdrawal, the Taliban, or Emarat-e-Islami (as they call 

themselves) took over the government of Afghanistan. During the Afghan-Soviet 

War and then the War on Terror, the Afghan Taliban have always shown a 

friendly attitude towards Pakistan. Pakistan was expecting Afghan Taliban to take 

hard measures against the terrorist groups on their side (i.e.,Tehreek-e-Taliban 

Pakistan or TTP). However, after taking over the government, the Afghan Taliban 

could not facilitate the peace process between Pakistan and the TTP effectively. 

As a result, the TTP became stronger, dominant, bolder, and safer. One can 

understand that the Afghan Taliban have already been facing internal problems 

including financial and administrative challenges and their government has not 

been recognized by the international community. It might be the reason that they 

try not to create any more armed resistance for themselves by getting tough on 

TTP who might join hands with some potential separatists against Afghan Taliban.  

Pakistan joined the war on terror as a Hobson’s choice, but gradually, with 

the displacement of terror-groups from Afghanistan into Pakistan tribal areas and 

even in some urban cities, Pakistan faced its own war on terror, for which neither 
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the Pakistani community nor the law-enforcement agencies were ready to face its 

heat and repercussions. Pakistan tried a lot, with the help of international 

community, though it couldn’t design its own indigenous response to counter 

terrorism and extremism.  

The militancy tied which Pakistan is facing today is different from all the 

previous ones. Pakistan has no international support and Afghan well-wishers 

now. Pakistan is also facing economic problems, financial ill-discipline, covid-19, 

political chaos and constitutional crisis. These factors further augmented the 

whole situation for Pakistan.  

To overcome this situation, what is needed is a stronger and adapted 

police force to fight off terrorism. The police department need to be equipped with 

all kinds of intelligence resources such as CCTV cameras, explosive detectors, 

metal detectors, sniffer dogs, walkthrough gates, portable frequency jammers, 

walkie-talkies, APCs, etc. Although police have an Anti-terrorism wing with its 

own courses, the courses need further enhancement to better fight the new wave of 

terrorism. The police at the newly merged tribal districts need to be heavily 

equipped with heavy armours such as mortars, rocket launchers etc. The 

qualitative improvement in terms of better training in anti-terrorism needs no more 

emphasis. Besides this, transnational intelligence sharing capability of the police 

may also be enhanced. In short, the police need to be overhauled and a more 

community led intelligence model of policing is required in the newly merged 

tribal districts to effectively respond to the new wave of terrorism. Public 

confidence can only be ensured with visible and tangible changes in the overall 

structures and functions of the law-enforcement agencies. 

 

 

 


